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HAPPY NEW YEAR To All!!

Our annual report will provide numbers, however
for now in looking back on 2014, we can reflect on:
 our monthly meetings that welcomed
newcomers and provided beginners
education almost every month;
 general membership education presented by
guest speakers who inspired us, and a field
trip to the Los Angeles Central Library;
 the Marilyn E.P. White project and her 70th
birthday celebration;
 the establishment of CAAGS Writers
Group;
 many opportunities to work on brick walls,
to generate increased interest in DNA
research for African Americans;
 opportunities to network, and to fellowship.
While all of our accomplishments may not be stated
here, we move forward with the hope to make our
2015 calendar of events look more promising, for
individuals and for the organization as a whole.
The New Year will start with the addition of two
newly elected officers - - Ronald Batiste, 1st Vice
President, and Dr. Stanley Viltz, Parliamentarian,
we will also continue to appeal to the membership
for support in filling several vacant officer and
committee positions. Volunteer support is
welcomed everywhere within our structure.

Neither the newsletter editor nor CAAGS guarantees publication of any submission. Submissions for the newsletter are
due by the third Saturday of each month. Please email your submissions or inquiries to CAAGS@hotmail.com

I offer my personal “thank you” to everyone who supported
me during my first year as President, and look forward to
2015 with thankfulness and great anticipation!!

http://www.colorado.gov/dpa/doit/archives/
See the indexes and search the historical records at
http://www.colorado.gov/dpa/doit/archives/hrd/index.htm

Thank you for allowing me to serve,
Dr. Edna F. Briggs

Pennsylvania State Archives
Various military records, including Pennsylvania National
Guard Veterans’ Card File, 1867-1921; World War I
Service Medal Application Cards and Mexican Border
Campaign Veterans' Card File.
http://www.phmc.state.pa.us/bah/dam/overview.htm
For best results spend some time learning how to use
ARIAS (Archives Records Information Access System) to
search its 1.5 million records.
http://www.digitalarchives.state.pa.us/

2015 Calendar of Events
January 17
CAAGS Board meeting, 10 am - 11:30 am
Beginner/Intermediate Classes, 11:45 am - 12:45 pm
General membership meeting/Guest Speaker, 1-3
Installation of 2015 Officers; Dr. Joice Lewis – speaker
Healing the Nation’s Racial, Political, Social and
Economical Wounds Through an Understanding of
American History, her book “Our Ancestors Voices” will
be available for purchase.

MY GENEALOGICAL WILL - A web page with a
template of a will for leaving one’s genealogy belongings.
http://www.dunelady.com/laporte/gen_will.htm
Locating Hispanic Ancestors
Getting Past Frequently Misspelled Names

February 21
CAAGS Board meeting, 10 am - 11:30 am
Beginner/Intermediate Classes, 11:45 am - 12:45 pm
General membership meeting/Guest Speaker, 1-3

Spelling errors for Hispanic names occur for various
reasons:
 Unfamiliarity with Hispanic names and their
spelling on the part of a census enumerator, tax
collector, or other recorder.
 Transcription errors on the part of an
indexer/transcriber of handwritten records.
 Use of abbreviations or phonetic substitutions on
the part of the original recorder or the transcriber
as a “shortcut.”
 Inadvertently reversing two letters when writing or
transcribing information.

March 14
13th Annual Discover Your Roots Conference - Open a
Window To The Past. Historians, family history
researchers, genealogists and other experts will host
presentations and conduct specialized classes focusing on a
diverse range of American American genealogy subjects.
Pre-registration before Feb. 20th $30 (includes box lunch).
Visit discoveryourroots.org or call (800) 533-2444.
* Calendar is subject to change without notice

Spelling errors occur not only when transcribing
handwritten names into typed lists but also when creating
typed indexes (e.g., Texas Birth Index, Texas Death Index).
Use some the following tricks to locate Hispanic ancestors
whose names may be misspelled in various types of
records:
 Reverse the “ua” with “au” (e.g., Gaudalupe for
Guadalupe or Jaun for Juan).
 Truncate online searches after the first syllable
using the wildcard symbol * for multiple letters.
(e.g., Ben* retrieves Ben, Benito, Bengamin,
Benjamin, Benancio, Bennie, Benny).
 Replace ending vowels that indicate gender with
single character truncation (e.g., Fideli? retrieves
Fidelio and Fidelia).
 Try “anglicized” forms of the name (e.g., Richard
or Richardo for Ricardo, Charlie or Charles for
Carlos, Joe for Jose, Albert for Alberto, Mary or
Marie for Maria, Rosie for Rosa, Louis for Luis,
Pete or Peter for Pedro, William or Willie for
Guillermo, Alfred or Fred for Alfredo, Nick or

Membership Renewal
If you haven’t done so, please renew your CAAGS
membership for 2015. Current members whom have not
renewed by March 2015 will be dropped from our roster.
Tour to Dakar, Senegal, Banjul and The Gambia
February 14-25, 2015
$3532 per person based on double occupancy. For general
information contact CAAGS member Colette DeVerge’,
genealogist and Los Angeles travel consultant; Phone 323
933 8381. Registration form and full details can also be
found at www.caags.org

Websites of Interest
Colorado State Archives: Online Indexes
Includes some unique items, such as voter registrations,
Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC) Enrollment Index,
inheritance tax, and old-age pensions.
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Nicholas for Nicolas, Alex or Alexander for
Alejandro or Alexandro).
Replace single vowels with the single character
truncation (e.g., Guad?lupe retrieves Guadalupe
and Guadelupe).
Try abbreviated forms of the name (e.g., Franca
for Francisca, Franco for Francisco).
Try diminutive forms of the name (e.g., Lupita for
Lupe or Guadalupe).
Replace diminutive endings with the truncation
symbol (e.g., Guadalup* retrieves Guadalupe,
Guadalupita, Guadalupito).
Try nickname forms (e.g., Lupe for Guadalupe).
Try replacing consonants with other consonants
that are phonetically similar (e.g., Birginia for
Virginia, Venancio for Benancio, Dionisio for
Dionicio, Felan for Phelan, Ozuna for Osuna,
Lopes for Lopez).
Try replacing vowels with other vowels (e.g.,
Erma for Irma, Deonicio for Dionicio, Ygnacia for
Ignacia, Elaria for Ilaria, Dalfina for Delfina).
Replace “ll” with “y” and vice versa (e.g., Aguallo
for Aguayo).
At the beginning of names, try substituting “G” or
“L” for the letter “S” (e.g., Salinas may have been
transcribed as Galinas or Lalinas because of
unclear handwriting).
Be creative. Use phonetic spellings (e.g.,
“Monwell” or “Manwell” for “Manuel,” Morralles
for Morales).
Try “tion” at the end of names that normally end in
“cion” or “sion” (e.g., Conception for
Concepcion).

CAAGS Cookbook
A copy of “Recipes to Remember” would make an excellent gift for birthdays or any other celebration. If you
would like to purchase a copy(s), inquire at the general
meeting, contact any Board member or info@caags.org.
Family History in Tax Returns
My mother went into a nursing home and we had to clean
her house in preparation for selling it. I found many years
of IRS tax returns and there was interesting information
outlining where they lived, where my father worked and
how much he made. It was a gold mine of information. So
scan those old records before you shred them. If you wish
to post them on your ancestry page, black out the social
security number and any sensitive information before you
do so.
- Madelyn C. Farmer, Ancestry Quick Tip

To Pay or Not To Pay?
A Guide To Choosing Genealogy Sites
On The Internet
-

By Jenny Thomas

Getting started - why go online?
Keen to start your family tree, you type the name of an
ancestor into a search engine, and literally hundreds of
websites come back at you. Some are free, some pay-perview, some subscription - and suddenly you don't know
where to begin.
Databases and search engines make information
accessible in a way in which it wasn’t before:
searches now take only a few minutes.

This list is not comprehensive but may get you thinking
about alternate spellings (or misspellings) that appear in
various types of records. Create a list of all the misspellings
that you’ve found for future reference and routinely search
using these misspelled forms of the name.

There is an overwhelming amount of information on the
internet, and it’s difficult to know which of the pay-for
services are of value to you. It is fair to say that most
genealogy sites for which you have to pay have some worth
- it just depends whether they are going to be worthwhile
for you. Here are some tips and guidelines to help make
order out of the chaos so you can make the right choice
when it comes to selecting your website.

Where possible, compare spellings provided by
indexers/transcribers to original handwritten versions of
records. You may immediately recognize a spelling error
that was introduced by an indexer versus a spelling error on
the part of the person who handwrote the record (e.g., the
census enumerator or tax collector).

The bottom line in genealogical research is that you are
going to have to pay for it. You cannot manage without the
basic building blocks of certificates and census returns, and
money can be liberally spent in travelling to archives,
paying online fees, hiring private researchers and whatever
else you deem necessary as you continue your research. But
there are good reasons why more and more genealogists are
going online.

You can help yourself and others in the future by
submitting corrections to Ancestry.com databases. As you
find misspellings, use the Comments and Corrections
feature where it is available to submit corrections or
alternate spellings.
Taken from Ancestry.com
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There is a wealth of material available on the web, and it is
being added to every day. Databases and search engines
make information accessible in a way in which it wasn’t
before: searches that used to take weeks or months now
take only a few minutes. And sometimes it’s cheaper and
easier to do what you can online and in your own time than
travelling to archives and bowing to time pressure there.
You may find that you can use online resources for free or
more cheaply at archives, but is it worth the time and
expense of travelling there? And you will still have to pay
for the photocopying!

you have the option, you might be better off paying only
for what you view.
Here are some examples of pay-for sites for basic
genealogy:




First of all, there are lots of excellent free resources used by
genealogists - here is a small selection:






www.freebmd.org.uk for some birth, marriage
and death indexes for England and Wales.
www.familysearch.org for the vast international
genealogy website run by the Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter-day Saints
www.rootsweb.com for genealogy chat and all
kinds of relevant information.



But none of these is guaranteed to hold all the records that
you want. So, to start from the very beginning, which sites
do you absolutely need in order to build your family tree,
and how can you tell where to put your money?

www.genesreunited.co.uk - contains (among
much else) birth, marriage and death indexes and
census returns for England and Wales
www.familyrelatives.com - contains (among
much else) birth, marriage and death indexes and
census returns for England and Wales
www.ancestry.co.uk - contains (among much
else) birth, marriage and death indexes and census
returns for England and Wales
www.scotlandspeople.gov.uk - contains (among
much else) birth, marriage and death indexes for
Scotland and digitised images of many of the
certificates and census returns for Scotland.
www.findmypast.co.uk - contains (among much
else) birth, marriage and death indexes and census
returns for England and Wales.

Hint: Often there is a free trial period for subscription sites
so you can decide if it really is for you.
Hint: Often when you look at a record on a subscription
site, you can return to it for free for a period of time - but
make sure you get a print out of the searches you have
done, along with the results.

Building a basic family tree - choosing your site
There are some basic things that you might look out for
when choosing your first genealogical websites:
Can you find details of all the records held, how they were
created and how researchers can use them?
- Does it contain the basic resources of genealogy - in other
words, birth, marriage and death certificates (or indexes to
the certificates) and census returns? You’re not going to be
able to do your genealogy without them.
- Is there a full explanation of what else is in the site? Can
you find details of all the records held, how they were
created and how researchers can use them? Without this
information, you might just end up groping in the dark.

Other kinds of sites

- Can you access original documents (digitised) or just
transcripts? It is always better seeing the original document
in digitised form that what someone else has copied (or
miscopied) from it. Some sites just give indexes and you
order copies of the original document from there, according
to what you find – that’s fine because you can see the
information for yourself when your document arrives.

You can use these sites to make contact with the genealogy
community.
 www.genuki.org.uk - a reference site packed with
information, advice and valuable genealogical
material.
 www.cyndislist.com - a genealogical gateway,
containing a wealth of information and links to
hundreds of websites.

There are websites of all descriptions, shapes and sizes that
cater for genealogists, from databases to message forums,
general information, help and support sites, family tree
display tools - the list is endless. But unless you are after
some specific information obtained from a historical
record, you shouldn’t really have to pay for these sites.
Some of the most popular features are included on
subscription sites anyway. If you are in need of a piece of
advice, or wondering where you can find your next piece of
information, have a look at the following free sites:

- Are you happy with the way you will be charged? If you
like to look at everything on a site, it is better to have a
subscription that lasts for a certain period of time, during
which you may look at whatever you like as many times as
you please. If you simply want two or three records, and

You can use these sites to make contact with the genealogy
community, and see if other researchers recommend the
sites that you have to pay for.
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Black History Month: A Walk Down Memory Lane
By Dr. Edna Briggs
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Black History Month is an annual observance in the
United States, Canada, and the United Kingdom for
remembrance of important people and events in the
history of the African diaspora. In the United States and
Canada it is celebrated annually in February and in the
United Kingdom in October.
In 1926, Carter G. Woodson and the Association for the
Study of Negro Life and History announced the second
week of February to be “Negro History Week.” This
week was chosen because it coincided with the birthdays
of Abraham Lincoln (Feb 12) and Frederick Douglas
(Feb 14). The primary purpose was to encourage the
coordinated teaching of the history of American Blacks
in the nation’s public schools.
The expansion of Black History Week to Black History
Month was first proposed by the leaders of the Black
United Students at Kent State University in February
1969, and was first celebrated there in1970. In 1976, as
part of the United States Bicentennial, the expansion of
Negro History Week to Black History Month was
officially recognized by the U.S. Government. President
Gerald Ford spoke about urging Americans to “seize the
opportunity to honor the too-often neglected

Neither the newsletter editor nor CAAGS guarantees publication of any submission. Submissions for the newsletter are
due by the third Saturday of each month. Please email your submissions or inquiries to CAAGS@hotmail.com

accomplishments of Black Americans in every area of
endeavor throughout our history.”

CAAGS Cookbook
A copy of “Recipes to Remember” would make an excellent gift for birthdays or any other celebration. If you
would like to purchase a copy(s), inquire at the general
meeting, contact any Board member or info@caags.org.

Black History Month sparks an annual debate about the
continued usefulness and fairness of a designated month
dedicated to the history of one race. Some people have
concerns about black history being delegated to a single
month, and the “hero worship” of some of the historical
figures.

Family Search Library, LDS Church in West Los
Angeles. Please call 310-474-9990 if you need more
information

Morgan Freeman, a critic of Black History month, has said,
“I don’t want a black history month. Black history is
American history.” Freeman also argues that there is no
White History Month, because white people do not want
their history relegated to just one month.

3-day Intensive Family History Training Courses
8:00-5:00 p.m.
March 17-19: BEGINNING
April 14-16: BEGINNING

At this point, it is fairly safe to conclude that Mr.
Freeman’s thinking is not likely to overtake that of Carter
G. Woodson and the Black United Student at Kent State
University in the near future.

Introduction to Family Tree - 10:00 a.m.
March 7
May 9
April 11
June 13

You are invited to share your thoughts in a letter to the
editor.

Family Tree Sources/Memories - 10:00 a.m.
March 21
May 16
April 18
June 20

2015 Calendar of Events
How DNA Is Reshaping How We See Ourselves —
and Our History

February 21
CAAGS Board meeting, 10 am - 11:30 am
Beginner/Intermediate Classes, 11:45 am - 12:45 pm
General membership meeting/Guest Speaker, 1-3

National Geographic

Published November 16, 2014

Many of our traits and decisions are shaped by our
ancestors, author says. Scientists have identified five
different genes that contribute to the way our faces are
structured, says author.

March 14
13th Annual Discover Your Roots Conference - Open a
Window To The Past. Historians, family history
researchers, genealogists and other experts will host
presentations and conduct specialized classes focusing on a
diverse range of American American genealogy subjects.
Pre-registration before Feb. 20th $30 (includes box lunch).
Visit discoveryourroots.org or call (800) 533-2444.

In her early 20s, Christine Kenneally discovered something
about her Australian forebears that upended her sense of
identity and family history. In her new book, The Invisible
History of the Human Race: How DNA and History Shape
Our Identities and Our Futures, she explores the power of
DNA to reveal secrets in our past and predict our future.

March 21
CAAGS Board meeting, 10 am - 11:30 am
Beginner/Intermediate Classes, 11:45 am - 12:45 pm
General membership meeting/Guest Speaker, 1-3

Talking from her home in New York, she explains how
even the moistness of our earwax is encoded in our genes,
why our decisions are not entirely our own, and how the
genetic imprint of distant historical events like slavery can
shape attitudes today.

* Calendar is subject to change without notice

Membership Renewal
If you haven’t done so, please renew your CAAGS
membership for 2015. Current members whom have not
renewed by March 2015 will be dropped from our roster.

I kept circling around this memory from when I was in
grade two, about eight years old. Our teacher explained
what a family tree was. I was completely bewitched by this
idea. I thought it was magical that you could see these lines
through your family—who came from whom.
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So I ran home excitedly to ask my parents what the names
of my grandparents were. I was really surprised by their
response. They were not happy about it. In fact, they were
kind of indignant. Their attitude was: What business is it of
your teacher to ask these sort of things?

genealogy, and biology, which they believed made them
superior to others. Some pockets of the world are also still
very much class-based, and people don't want to return to
that.
There’s also a notion in America whereby we want to see
ourselves as completely in charge of who we are. We don’t
want to think of ourselves as having been shaped by the
past.

Many years later, when I was in my early 20s, we were
having a conversation around the kitchen table, and my
father told us that the person we thought of as our
grandfather was really his grandfather. And that the woman
he’d grown up thinking was his sister was really his
mother. And that he didn’t know who his father was.
It was an incredibly significant moment in our lives. Not
for the reasons I think my father feared. He came from a
generation when illegitimacy was a terribly shameful thing.
But this was the late 20th century. We didn’t have any of
those feelings. But we did feel this shuddering in our
identity. The thing we’d always thought was true was not
true. That's what connected with me with these questions I
had about how our identities are built—what gets passed
down to us over the years. And what can you ever really
know?

One of the most fascinating things in your book was the
idea that the legacy of historical events like slavery or the
Black Death can shape our ability to trust people—
and the success of a society. Tell us about the work of
Nathan Nunn.
Nathan Nunn is a pioneer among a group of economists
who are using big data to look at the impact of historical
events on attitudes of today. With another economist,
Leonard Wantchekon, he conducted this incredible study
whereby they looked at levels of interpersonal trust in
Africa today.

We have this vision of ourselves as completely in control of
who we are in any one moment, as essentially creating
ourselves—at least once we’ve become adults.

They asked if slavery had any kind of impact. What they
found was that there was a correlation between regions
where more slaves were taken and lower levels of trust
today.

But there are many traits we have and many decisions we
come to that are shaped by paths we've taken in our lives
and by paths our ancestors have taken.

Wantchekon is a Princeton economist now, but he grew up
in Benin, West Africa, one of the main slave exporting
centers. And when the results of their research became
known in Benin, there was a huge response. Many people
got in touch with him and gave him these heartfelt
acknowledgments that he’d identified something that was
real—and was shaping their lives today.

Evolution really is a past-dependent process. What exists
now has evolved from what came before. This principle
also applies to our personal history, our family history, and
biology, because our genes are passed down to us.
“Genealogy is bunk,” you quote one science writer as
saying. But that doesn’t seem to stop more and more
people searching out their ancestors.

We think of a country like the U.S. as a melting pot where
people from different cultures blend together by adopting
the values of their new homeland. But your research
shows that immigrants often reproduce old values even
their ancestors have left behind.

That’s absolutely right. And that's because people who are
searching out their ancestors are onto something. That was
one of the most fascinating parts of writing this book.
When I first started talking about it to people, I kept
coming up against this attitude, which was very perplexing
to me, because genealogy is one of the most popular
hobbies in the world.

Absolutely. The myth of American independence as
complete abandonment of the Old World is not true. People
very much bring the Old World with them. One study
looked at how many children women from different
cultures were likely to have.

At the same time there’s this widely held notion that
genealogy is a ridiculous, self-indulgent pastime. I think
that comes from a few different things. First I think it
comes from the misuse of genealogy and our ideas of
inheritance. Not just in the eugenics of Nazi Germany.
Many other countries had ideas about lineage and

And what they discovered was that they’re influenced by
the numbers of children their grandparents had, by the
choices their grandparents made, even if they’ve never met
those grandparents or been back to the Old World.

3

Visit us at www.caags.org and follow us on Facebook, California African American Genealogical Society

Obviously, their grandparents’ children, their own parents,
bring those values with them, and it influences their life
choices. I love that, because we think of these choices as so
personal and so completely independent. They’re choices
you make by yourself or with your partner. But no matter
what you tell yourself, what your grandparents were up to
also seems to affect you too.

But as I did my research and spoke to many people who
have done this, I felt there were many more stories of
positive discovery and revelation, and a willingness to
embrace the complications that come up when we look into
our past. Genetic genealogy may be the most efficient way
that we have now of uncovering secrets, but the distress
comes from the secrets, not the method with which they are
revealed.

You say that “the moistness of our earwax can be traced
to a single letter within a single gene”!

The most famous case in American history is, of course,
Thomas Jefferson and Sally Hemings. It’s an incredibly
important story for American history and for genetics.
What DNA tests showed was that Jefferson had
fathered many of Sally Hemings’s children, something
which had been denied for a very long time. And it was
denied because people had paid attention to the stories told
by white landowners, not the stories told by slaves. The
slaves had been telling these stories for a long time. But no
one was listening. The genetics proved that it really had
happened, and that it wasn’t uncommon at the time.

[Laughs] Much of the shape of our body comes directly
from our genome. But we’re just starting to work that out.
Earwax is a single genetic marker. But a lot of our physical
traits will be shaped not just by one marker or in one gene
but by many genes working together.
The genetics of the face is fascinating. You know when you
see someone who looks like someone else, but you can’t
quite put your finger on it? Well in the last year or two
scientists have identified five different genes that clearly
contribute, though not necessarily exclusively, to the way
our faces are structured.

Southern California Genealogical Society and Family
Research Library Lunch and Learn Series
417 Irving Drive, Burbank, California 91504
818-843-7247
Saturday February 14, 2015

And I think we’re going to know so much more about
inheritance through the ages and be able to understand our
own myths about inheritance once we fully understand the
genetics of the face.

Doors open at 12 noon
Lunch - 12 noon to 1p.m.- Sit, chat, and share your
genealogy stories and questions while eating your brown
bag lunch.
Learn - 1:00 p.m. to 4:45 p.m. with questions and answers
Speaker - Charlotte M. Bocage

One of the most touching scenes in the book is when your
whole family does a DNA test together. What did you find
out about yourselves?
My husband’s mother had died young, of a particularly
devastating form of multiple sclerosis. And throughout my
husband’s life, in the back of his mind, had been this
question: Would he also develop this disease and perhaps
pass it to our children?

1:00 - 2:15 p.m. I Thought I Was Organized, So Don’t
Do What I Did!
2:15 - 3:30 p.m. Why and How to Source Your
Documents
3:45 - 4:45 p.m. Getting Ready for A National Archives
Research Trip

So, the first thing he looked at was whether he had the
genetics associated with multiple sclerosis. Luckily, as far
as current knowledge goes, he does not. It was a huge relief
to him. This burden, which he didn't even realize he’d been
carrying for all this time, had suddenly lifted.

These three presentations explain the need for and the types
of forms, a simple filing system, and other genealogical
paraphernalia. You will avoid the sin of incomplete
sourcing by organizing your source citations. The mini
lecture will prepare you for our field trip to the National
Archives on March 7th or a visit to any repository.

You use the phrase “the politics of DNA”— how
information we discover may shatter our illusions about
ourselves or our cultural heroes. Give us some examples.
There are stories about people who do their genetic
genealogy and expose some secret in their family that can
potentially be very distressing. So there’s this idea that your
genome is a kind of Pandora’s box. Be careful looking
inside, you never know what might come out.

The library will not be open for research. Times are
approximate. Any questions please contact Charlotte
rubymoon01@yahoo.com
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President’s Message
By Dr. Edna Briggs

The term “anniversary” is defined as “the date on which
an event took place in a previous year.”
The first meeting of the California African American
Genealogical Society, Inc. (CAAGS) was held on the
third Saturday in March 1986. Saturday, March 21,
2015 will mark the Society’s 29th anniversary.
Due to the actions of its Founders and Charter Members,
CAAGS will always bear the only flag which identifies
it as being the first, and hence, oldest African American
genealogy group organized and established in California.
Looking back and understanding the past is necessary in
order to move on into the future. Many members and
non-members have been motivated to learn more about
their ancestors. Whether published or unpublished,
many of their searches have contributed to our collective
history in some way. In addition, the emergence of all
other genealogy groups in California was fostered and
supported by past leaders and members of CAAGS.
These two accomplishments are just two mere examples,
as others are too numerous to list here. Sure, there have
been failures, but as an old adage says, “our good times
will always outweigh the bad times, and for this we must
be grateful.”
As we push forward toward 30 years and beyond, we
will need a new blueprint, one that incorporates
methods, technology and tools geared more toward the
21st century. The 2014 Annual Report will be distributed
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during the week of the March 21st meeting. It will
highlight major accomplishments during last year and
reflect on plans for the future.

schedules occasionally shift even after they’ve been
announced, but as of this moment, these are the slated dates
for each celebrity:

As Oprah writes in her O Magazine every month, “this I
know for sure” -- CAAGS Board will need everyone’s help
in moving forward with ensuring that the original vision
shared by the Founders and Charter Members for this
organization will continue to move forward successfully.

March 8
March 15
March 22
March 29
April 5
April 12
April 19
April 26

2015 Calendar of Events
March 14
13th Annual Discover Your Roots Conference - Open a
Window To The Past. Historians, family history
researchers, genealogists and other experts will host
presentations and conduct specialized classes focusing on a
diverse range of American American genealogy subjects.
Visit discoveryourroots.org or call (800) 533-2444.

Julie Chen
Josh Groban
Angie Harmon
Sean Hayes
Tony Goldwyn
America Ferrera
Bill Paxton
Melissa Etheridge

And here’s a flavor of what you can expect:
Melissa Etheridge, who heads to Quebec to trace the
history of her paternal side, learns about the scandalous
marriage of her 6x great-grandparents.
America Ferrera, who brings the series to Honduras for the
first time ever, learns about the father she barely knew, and
unravels her great-grandfather’s role in the violent Central
American political system.

March 21
CAAGS Board meeting, 10 am - 11:30 am
Beginner/Intermediate Classes, 11:45 am - 12:45 pm
General membership meeting/Guest Speaker, 1-3

Tony Goldwyn, who is familiar with his prestigious
paternal Hollywood lineage, but knows little about his
mother’s side of the family. In his episode, he comes to
learn about his 3x great-grandparents, who fought for
women’s rights and westward expansion.

March 27
CAAGS Writers Group, Fourth Friday monthly 10-12
April 18
CAAGS Board meeting, 10 am - 11:30 am
Beginner/Intermediate Classes, 11:45 am - 12:45 pm
General membership meeting/Show & Tell, 1-3

Josh Groban, who discovers his 8x great-grandfather was a
highly educated and renowned scientist that studied
astronomy, and was quoted by Isaac Newton himself.

Paperless for Windows and Macintosh
Dick Eastman · Software

May 16
CAAGS Board meeting, 10 am - 11:30 am
Beginner/Intermediate Classes, 11:45 am - 12:45 pm
General membership meeting/Guest Speaker, 1-3

Remember when everyone talked about how we would
someday become a paperless society? Now it seems like we
use paper more than ever. Let’s face it – everyone still uses
paper. Getting rid of paper in your life is one of the greatest
joys imaginable. Digitizing everything makes life easier as
everything can be found quickly by every-word searches.
Going digital saves space, cuts clutter, and also reduces
frustration. It’s also easier to make backup copies of digital
files than it is to make backup copies of paper.

* Calendar is subject to change without notice
Membership Renewal
If you haven’t done so, please renew your CAAGS
membership for 2015. Current members whom have not
renewed by March 2015 will be dropped from our roster.

Genealogists are especially susceptible to clutter and filing
problems. We often collect photocopies of birth
certificates, marriage certificates, deeds, census records,
and much, much more. We soon encounter issues about
how to file all this information and, even more important,
how to retrieve what we want at the moment we need it.

CAAGS Cookbook
A copy of “Recipes to Remember” would make an excellent gift for birthdays or any other celebration. If you
would like to purchase a copy(s), inquire at the general
meeting, contact any Board member or info@caags.org.
Who Do You Think You Are? back on March 8th!

Most of us can benefit from better organization of paper
documents. However, the problem is not limited to
genealogy purposes. Almost all of us end up with piles of

Just in case you haven’t heard the news, Who Do You
Think You Are? returns to TLC on Sunday, March 8th. The
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paper – bills, receipts, financial and insurance statements,
medical prescriptions, and more.

I would not want to use Paperless with a handheld “Magic
Wand” or “Flip-Pal” scanner, however. Those are
controlled manually and do not have an interface that
allows the computer to start and stop scans. Paperless also
is not designed to work with cameras that snap digital
pictures of documents. To obtain the most out of Paperless,
you will want to use it with a scanner that includes WIA or
TWAIN on Windows or Image Capture on Macintosh.

The trend toward government and business entities wanting
digital documents is growing. In fact, ruling Rev. Proc. 9722 from the Internal Revenue Service stipulates that the
agency will accept digital documents in place of paper. The
changes in health care also makes it more important than
ever to be organized. With a good digital document
scanning and retrieval system, anyone can file and instantly
retrieve needed documents that are in a database of
hundreds or even thousands of documents.

You can use Paperless for Windows and for Macintosh to
scan your receipts, bills, statements, warranty cards,
business cards, genealogy photocopies or any other type of
paper. The size of the paper is only limited by the size of
document that your scanner can handle. The built-in OCR
(optical character recognition) function of Paperless
recognizes the data and displays it with the program’s
Details window. As with all scanners, the OCR capability
works well on clear, typeset documents but is useless for
handwriting. However, you can use the Tools available
with the Details window to manually add notes, assign
categories, and even insert additional text, should you wish
to do so.

A program called Paperless for Windows and for
Macintosh allows you to organize all your receipts and
documents simply and easily. In fact, the program reduces
your need to keep paper documents of any kind. Simply
scan any document you would normally file in a drawer on
any type of paper, and the OCR function of Paperless
recognizes the data and adds it to the program’s Details
window. From here you can use the Paperless tools to
assign fields that help you to build and maintain a neat and
clean digital filing system. The digital documents that it
produces also fulfill the IRS requirements, should that need
arise.
Of course, filing is only half the story. Being able to
quickly and easily find and retrieve a document when you
want it is just as important as filing it. Paperless excels at
both.
NOTE: I wrote earlier about using a scanner designed for
use only with Evernote. That combination of hardware and
software works well for anyone who uses Evernote, but it is
expensive at $450. It includes a scanner designed for the
purpose. The software does not work with any scanners
other than the one sold by Evernote. In contrast, Paperless
is a program that works with a long list of scanners, not just
the $450 Evernote scanner. If you already own a different
scanner, or if you are looking for a lower-cost solution, or
if you prefer to not use Evernote, Paperless for Windows
and for Macintosh may be a better solution for you. Any
scanner that supports WIA or TWAIN should work with
Paperless for Windows. Macintosh users will find that
Paperless works with nearly any scanner that supports
Apple’s Image Capture method. Check the scanner’s
documentation to see if it is compatible with WIA or
TWAIN on Windows or with Image Capture on Macintosh.

To use an example dear to my heart, let’s say I have an
1910 U.S. Census record for my Theriault ancestors. The
family spoke only French, and the census taker apparently
spoke only English; as a result, the name was almost
unrecognizably spelled as “Tahrihult.” I could scan this
record (or, in my case, allow Paperless to import the
previously scanned page), and display it in the Details
window. I might then add the proper spelling to that actual
image, where it will also appear when printed or placed in a
report that I generate with my genealogy program. I can
also enter a note to explain the different spellings—or to
remind myself to check this against other records—which
would not appear in print. I will want to create a Library for
all my genealogy, as opposed to libraries for expenses,
medical, automotive, and others. As with my old paper
files, I will also specify a collection and one or more
categories for this record, such as “Theriault Family,”
“Census Records,” and “1910 Census.” I can also tag this
image with other words that can serve as search terms when
I want to retrieve it, like “French” and “Ashland, Maine.”

While paperless will work with scanners that only scan one
side of the paper, you will find it to be much more
convenient to use a scanner that scans both sides in one
pass. The Fujitsu ScanSnap iX500, the S1300i or the S1100
scanner all have been tested and work well with Paperless
although many scanners from other manufacturers will
probably work as well.
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Any fields I choose to use for this record, including any I
create, can be used later to sort my database or search for
this record along with other records that meet the same
search criteria.

In short, I am impressed with Paperless for Windows and
for Macintosh but will not be switching to it for my own
use. I already have thousands of digital documents stored in
Evernote, and I use an iPad frequently to retrieve
documents when at a doctor’s office, at an insurance
agency, and once when renting an automobile at an airport.
(I needed proof of insurance that covers rental cars. I have
that included in my normal auto insurance but needed to
show proof of that coverage to the rental agency.) As good
as Paperless is, I won’t use it until the company releases
versions for handheld computers. If you do not use a tablet
computer, or if your requirements are different from mine,
you might prefer Paperless for Windows and for Macintosh
because of its superior OCR and retrieval capabilities. Of
course, if you have a scanner and no OCR software or did
not invest in the Evernote scanner and software package,
Paperless may be the right solution for you.

With Paperless, you can create a database for everything
from financial records to medical to those product manuals
for all your tools and appliances. Besides genealogy
photocopies such as the one described above, you could
also use it to scan and organize your 2nd grader’s pictures
and all the other cool stuff she or he brings home from
school. Everything is safely and securely saved on your
computer’s hard drive.
Needless to say, you will also want to make backups, stored
locally as well as online “in the cloud.” After all, your hard
drive may crash someday, and you don’t want to lose all
your documents. By making both local and online backups,
your documents will be safer than they would be on paper.
Even better, those documents will also be safer and easier
to find when they are electronic.

Paperless for Windows and for Macintosh sells for $49.95
U.S. If you are already using a competitive scanning and
OCR program, the producers of Paperless may offer a
“competitive upgrade” price of $34.95. Details may be
found near the bottom of the page at
http://marinersoftware.com/products/paperless/.

If you already have a large number of digital documents,
Paperless will import them easily into its database. You do
not need to re-scan anything. You can also rename, change
the creation date, categorize, sub-categorize, tag, and add
notes to those existing documents as well as to any future
documents you create.

The manufacturer also offers a package that includes one of
three Fujitsu ScanSnap scanner models along with the
Paperless software for Macintosh or Windows at prices
ranging from $239 to $495 U.S. For details on these
bundles, see

I have used Evernote for some time to scan, store and
retrieve documents. I even purchased the Evernote Scanner
to make the process simpler. I find that comparing
Paperless to Evernote produces mixed results. Evernote is
superior at some things while Paperless is better at other
functions.

https://marinersoftware.com/products/paperless/paperlessbundle-u-s/.
Before investing in the Paperless software, you might want to
first read the entire user’s guide. You may download the guide
at http://marinersoftware.com/products/paperless/#openuserguide.

Paperless is better than Evernote at searching and retrieving
documents. The search algorithms in Paperless are better
than those in Evernote. Paperless has a better method of
finding words you search for that are buried inside a
scanned document, such as a doctor’s name.

You can read more about Paperless for Windows and for
Macintosh at http://marinersoftware.com/products/paperless.

Genealogy Quick Tip
If you do research using the census and are familiar with
Microsoft Excel then create a document to keep track of
what years in the census your are researching.

On the downside, Paperless is available only for Windows
and for Macintosh. Unlike Evernote, Paperless has no
Android or iOS version for iPad or iPhone retrieval. You
won’t be able to retrieve a document while standing in the
doctor’s office unless you have a Windows or Macintosh
laptop computer with you. Carrying your iPad or Android
tablet will not help retrieve anything from Paperless
although an iPad or Android tablet will retrieve similar
documents from Evernote. I hope the producers of
Paperless for Windows and for Macintosh will add an iPad
and an Android version soon in order to compete with
Evernote on these devices.

Separate the worksheets in the book into the families you
are researching. Start with the oldest ancestor and add
children, their spouses, and their children. The columns
have the name, date of birth, 1870, 1880, 1900, 1910, 1920,
1930, then death date.
In the cell for a census year enter the person’s age. This
way, you can see a progression of age and might catch an
error if you have found the wrong person.
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By Dr. Edna Briggs

CAAGS New DNA Interest Group
Using DNA in our genealogical research offers new and
expanded opportunities for identifying and connecting
with our ancestors and their descendants who are
connected to us. This science opens the door for African
Americans to be able to more easily search for
connections to the past, beyond 1870 and the effects of
slavery.
In October 2014, Alice Fairhurst made a presentation,
outlining the major types of tests, their benefits, and the
companies offering them. Since October, Alice has
suggested that CAAGS establish a special interest group,
thus she has arranged for a group of DNA
Administrators to facilitate the meetings.
This means that CAAGS will be the first African
American genealogical organization in Southern
California (possibly in all of California) to establish a
DNA special interest group. In that computers will be
needed, arrangements have been made to meet quarterly
at the Los Angeles Family History Library in West Los
Angeles. Individuals will be able to obtain first-hand
assistance with interpreting, understanding and using
their DNA data. The 2015 meetings will be held:
Saturday, April 25, 2014
Saturday, October 24, 2015
10:00 a.m. - 12 noon
Join us on April 25th and get prepared to visit the
vendors for DNA testing during the Southern California
Genealogical Society’s Jamboree, June 5-7, 2015.

Neither the newsletter editor nor CAAGS guarantees publication of any submission. Submissions for the newsletter are
due by the third Saturday of each month. Please email your submissions or inquiries to CAAGS@hotmail.com

Conference registration is not required in order to enter the
Exhibit Hall. And those who already have their DNA test
results (like me) can receive personal assistance with
interpreting the data at the April 25th meeting, and learn
about what our next steps should be.

Day Plus! as well as discounts for SCGS members for each
event. Early Bird registration ends April 30, 2015.
Stay updated on all the Jamboree news through the
Jamboree blog. Follow @SCGSGenealogy and #scgs2015
on Twitter. Join the SCGS Group on Facebook and add
Jamboree to your list of events. Join our group on Linked
In.

Quote for the Month: “I want to inspire people. I want
someone to look at me and say, “Because of you I didn’t
give up” - Unknown

2015 Calendar of Events
On going
CAAGS Writers Group, Fourth Friday monthly 10-12
Check our website for meeting details
CAAGS 30th Anniversary Quilt
In commemoration of our 30th Anniversary, CAAGS
members Norma Bates and Tommie Mallet are creating an
Underground Railroad themed quilt. Donations are being
accepted to help purchase the quilting supplies. If you
would like to make a donation, give at the next monthly
meeting or mail us your donation. You can also contact
Norma Bates, teapotnorma@yahoo.com. Our goal is to
raise $300 for the quilting project.

April 18
CAAGS Board meeting, 10 am - 11:30 am
Beginner/Intermediate Classes, 11:45 am - 12:45 pm
General membership meeting/Show & Tell, 1-3pm
May 16
CAAGS Board meeting, 10 am - 11:30 am
Beginner/Intermediate Classes, 11:45 am - 12:45 pm
General membership meeting/Guest Speaker, 1-3pm,
Gerard McKay, Pension Files

Salt Lake City Research Trip
CAAGS invites you to celebrate Family History Month by
joining us in a Family History research tour to the Salt
Lake City Family History Library. Take advantage of 5
days with professional researchers who live and work in
Salt Lake City. Trip dates are October 19-24th 201, your
non-refundable deposit is due by June 30th. Registration
forms were included in the March newsletter. Contact
Colette DeVerge at 323 933 8381.

June 5-7
46th Annual Southern California Genealogy Jamboree. For
all the details go to www.genealogyjamboree.com Early
Bird registration ends April 30, 2015
June 30
Deposits due for Salt Lake City, UT research trip
* Calendar is subject to change without notice

Genealogy Roadshow
The producers of Genealogy Roadshow are looking for
people to be on Season 3 of the show and applications are
being accepted now. The casting call application can be
found at http://genealogyroadshow.org/casting-page.
We are asking that all interested CAAGS members submit
an application in the hopes that if they get enough
applications the film crew will consider coming to Los
Angeles to film a few episodes.

46th Annual Southern California Genealogy Jamboree
June 5 - 7, 2015 Friday through Sunday
Registration is now open go to
www.genealogyjamboree.com
Early Bird registration ends April 30, 2015
The theme of the 2015 Jamboree is Genealogy FANfare:
working together. We welcome attendees who are fans of
genealogy, amateur or professional. Jamboree 2015
celebrates the use of friends, associates, and neighbors
(FANs) of our elusive ancestors in order to aid in our
research. Our heritage focus will be on African American,
Jewish, Eastern European and Russian research. In addition
to these, sessions on other geographic regions in the United
States, United Kingdom, and Europe will be included.

Essential technology For Genealogists
By D. Joshua Taylor

In today’s digital world, genealogists need to be aware of
technology that can assist their work. The needs of each
and every genealogist are diverse and distinctive. For
example, a genealogist who frequently conducts research
away from home will use technology that is small and
portable; while a genealogist who conducts a majority of
work from home will need technology that creates a

Special pricing for 2015 offers a discount to those who
register for both Jamboree and Genetic Genealogy: DNA
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comfortable at-home working space. Regardless of the type
of technology needed, it is important to remember a few
things. First, because technology is constantly developing,
any list of “essential technology” will often become
obsolete within a few months after its creation. Second, it is
important to only purchase technology that you will
actively use. One should not raid the nearest store with a
checklist of “must haves” for their genealogical research.
Technology is meant to be an addition to the tools of a
genealogist, not the only resource.

A small, important, yet often forgotten piece of technology
is a surge protector. Do not be afraid to purchase a high
quality surge protector for your computer, laptop, printer,
scanner, and other devices. In fact, it is never a bad idea to
own more than one surge protector. When traveling with
technology, always pack a surge protector. Several good
portable surge protectors are on the market for those who
do not want to bring along a standard-sized surge protector.
Security and antivirus software
A variety of software companies produce security and
antivirus software to protect personal computers and to
work quietly in the background while the computer is being
used. The software should protect Internet browsing, e-mail
(both incoming and outgoing), and the computer and its
files. It is important to keep the software up-todate, as new
viruses and security threats are created every day. Before
purchasing security or antivirus software, make sure the
software allows for updates from the company’s servers. It
is also a good idea to check on the cost of keeping the
software updated.

The basics
Some “essential” technologies are so basic that they seem
to be automatically included in the thoughts of every
genealogist. A computer and printer likely grace the desk of
almost every genealogist. However, these basic
technologies offer various options and accessories that need
to be considered.
Desktop vs. laptop
While some genealogists prefer to own both a desktop and
a laptop, others have to make the hard decision between the
two. A variety of systems and configurations are available
for purchase, and the needs of every genealogist are
different. Some genealogists prefer to just use a laptop, as
their data can be easily transported from home to other
research locations. Multiple accessories exist to make a
laptop look, feel, and work like a desktop computer.

Communication
Genealogists need to use technology that enables them to
communicate and share their research findings. They need
to communicate with other genealogists, libraries, archives,
and other individuals.
Online presence
Because of the popularity of online genealogical research,
genealogists need to have an online presence. That
presence can exist in the form of a Web site, blog, or
message board posting. 16 Digital Genealogist Just because
research is not “complete” on a family or project does not
mean the information cannot be shared online. Blogs allow
information to be quickly and easily shared among
individuals and are available free through Blogger.com.

Wireless keyboard and mouse
Whichever type of computer you choose, a wireless
keyboard and mouse can be a great addition to any
workspace. These handy devices can be easily moved to
make way for sorting papers, data entry, or for that pile of
books. Always keep a supply of batteries on hand for the
mouse and the keyboard.
Inkjet vs. laser printer
The decision between owning an inkjet or laser printer is
one of great importance. Because pages printed on inkjet
printers tend to smear when they come into contact with
moisture, some genealogists use a laser printer. Laser
printers are generally more expensive than inkjet printers
but they do use toner (powder rather than ink) and heat,
which prevents smearing. Laser printers also tend to print
faster than inkjet printers. However, because some
genealogists print color documents, they prefer the use of
an inkjet printer because of the high cost of color laser
printers. Before purchasing a new printer (or “all-in-one”
device), examine the prices of the device’s ink and/or toner
cartridges. Recently a series of “throw-away” printers have
hit the market, meaning printers that are much less
expensive than the cost of their toner cartridges, making it
cheaper to simply buy a new printer than pay for a new
toner cartridge.

E-mail
In today’s digital world, communication between
genealogists is essential. Message board and mailing list
postings would not be effective without personal e-mail
addresses. E-mail allows for the sharing of documents
between genealogists in a matter of minutes (or seconds
depending upon the speed of the computer). E-mail
addresses also become usernames for logging into
important databases and other Web sites. In order to avoid
unsolicited e-mails (a.k.a. spam), consider using more than
one e-mail address. For example, you could create three email addresses: one could be used for online orders and
database subscriptions, another to correspond with family
and friends, and a third to post on public forums, mailing
lists, and message boards.
Data storage
Genealogists collect large amounts of data that need to be
transported, stored, and backed up. External hard drives,

Surge protectors
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USB flash drives, and the capability to burn and create CDROMs and/or DVDs are all essential technologies for
genealogists. CD-ROM/DVD burning capability. Even
with flash drives, external hard drives, and other media
storage solutions, the capability to burn CD-ROMS and/or
DVDs is important for genealogists to have. The ability to
burn these disks can provide a method to back up material,
preserve photos, share movies, and transfer large files
between computers, genealogists, and friends.

of text to be converted into actual text files. Look for a
scanner that has a 300 dpi (dots per inch) resolution for its
OCR capabilities. For basic scanning, a scanner that scans
at a resolution of 2,400 dpi will be sufficient, although if
the scanned images will eventually be reproduced in a book
or other format, it is a good idea to use a scanner that scans
at a resolution of at least 4,800 dpi.
Last but not least…library card
Though technically not a piece of technology, holding a
library card to a major university or public library can offer
access to databases that include important genealogical
information. Often HeritageQuest Online and Ancestry
Library Edition can be accessed at university or major
public libraries. In addition, databases such as
ArchivesUSA and ArchiveGrid allow access to the finding
aids of archives and similar repositories across the United
States. Some libraries allow users to access their databases
remotely (via their Web sites) from home. Having a library
card can help to bring the resources in electronic databases
to your own home.

Flash drives
A USB flash drive is an essential technology for any
genealogist. Flash drives come in all shapes and sizes but
are usually about 100 mm. in length, and easily fit on key
chains and in purses and pockets. They plug into any
computer’s USB port, and can be protected with passwords
and other security features.
External hard drive
Whether using a laptop or desktop, an external hard drive is
an important piece of technology for genealogists. External
hard drives can serve as a method to back up and store data.
Some hard drives include built-in buttons that automatically back up computer files to the external hard drive.
External hard drives are relatively inexpensive and are
essential to anyone working with digital images, photographs, video files, and other large file types. Because these
drives can easily be connected to a different computer, they
can also facilitate the transfer of large amounts of data
between computers. When purchasing an external hard
drive, do not be afraid to purchase a drive that has a large
storage capacity. Purchasing a large external hard drive
ensures that it can serve as a regular drive for data storage
as well as a back-up drive for the computer.

What is next?
The diverse needs of genealogists lead to a high demand for
various technologies. As new technology is discovered,
created, and released, genealogists will find ways to
integrate these advances into their own work. As
technology grows, this list of essential technology will
change. Always keep in mind that what is essential to one
genealogist may not be essential to another. It is important
to purchase technology that you will really use. The
number of gadgets and gizmos gathering dust on the floors
and in the drawers of genealogists is astonishing. As a
genealogist in this new digital world, embrace new
technologies to assist you in your genealogical ventures—
who knows what will be coming next!

Preserve and share
Genealogists also need technology that helps to preserve
and share their findings. Digital cameras allow for quick
images of cemeteries, documents, and individuals, while
scanners allow existing photographs to be quickly
converted to digital format. One thing to look for when
purchasing a scanner is an automatic document feeder,
which automatically feeds a set of documents into the
device, allowing you to work on other tasks rather than
constantly lifting up the lid for every document.

** D. Joshua “Josh” Taylor is a nationally recognized genealogical
author, lecturer, and researcher. Josh has spoken for genealogical
organizations throughout the United States, including FGS and the
National Genealogical Society (NGS).

Family History in Tax Returns
My mother went into a nursing home and we had to clean
her house in preparation for selling it. I found many years
of IRS tax returns and there was interesting information
outlining where they lived, where my father worked and
how much he made. It was a gold mine of information. So
scan those old records before you shred them. If you wish
to post them on your ancestry page, black out the social
security number and any sensitive information before you
do so.

Digital cameras
Several books and guides exist to assist genealogists in
using digital cameras. In today’s world, a digital camera
saves time, money, and frustration. Visits to cemeteries or
research repositories can be instantly recorded and shared
with other genealogists and friends.
Scanner
When digitizing photos, images, and documents, owning a
scanner is essential. Scanners generally come with OCR
(optical character recognition) features, which allow scans

Madelyn C. Farmer, Ancestry Quick Tip
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By Dr. Edna Briggs

Greetings CAAGS Members,
On the TV show, “The Late Show with David
Letterman,” for several years during the month of May,
the host has been heard to announce that “Mothers’ Day
is nothing but a major warm-up for Father’s Day,” and
in response to this, my thoughts have always been that
without mothers, there would be no fathers!!
As we move through the month of May, it will be
important that we pause to remember our Mothers,
including grands and great-grands, if you are so blessed.
I recall that my Mother would always call me, and
express how special the card or gift that I sent made her
feel. She would always describe what her plans were for
any gift that I sent.
What do you remember about celebrating your Mom’s
Mother’s Day? Consider writing something to pass on,
or to include in your life story.
This month beyond the Mother’s Day holiday, and in
celebration of Memorial Day, we can look forward to a
presentation on The Tuskegee Airmen and African
American Aviators by historian and guest speaker, Rick
Moore.
Remember also, to plan to attend the Los Angeles
Family History Library field trip planned for May 23,
2015, 9:00 a.m. - 2:00 pm. The trip will consist of a tour
of the remodeled library area and three classes:



Getting the Most Out of Family Search
Researching Birth, Death and Marriage Records

Neither the newsletter editor nor CAAGS guarantees publication of any submission. Submissions for the newsletter are
due by the third Saturday of each month. Please email your submissions or inquiries to CAAGS@hotmail.com



Introduction to Family Tree - 10 a.m.
 May 9
 June 13

Researching Land Records

Wishing all a safe and happy holiday during the month
of May!

Family Tree Sources/Memories - 10 a.m.
 May 16
 June 20

2015 Calendar of Events

CAAGS 30th Anniversary Quilt
In commemoration of our 30th Anniversary, CAAGS
members Norma Bates and Tommie Mallet are creating an
Underground Railroad themed quilt. Donations are being
accepted to help purchase the quilting supplies. If you
would like to make a donation, give at the next monthly
meeting or mail us your donation. You can also contact
Norma Bates, teapotnorma@yahoo.com. Our goal is to
raise $300 for the quilting project.

On going
CAAGS Writers Group, Fourth Friday monthly 10-12
Check our website for meeting details, www.caags.org
May 15 – 16
9th Annual “Memorial In May” Cemetery Preservation
Conference. Downstream Casino, Quapaw, OK. Contact
Mary for more info, PuertoRicanDoll@sbcglobal.net
May 16
CAAGS Board meeting, 10 am - 11:30 am
Beginner/Intermediate Classes, 11:45 am - 12:45 pm.
Guest Speaker Rick Moore African American Aviators
Membership directories will be available, see Carolyn
Conway, 2nd VP/Membership.

Salt Lake City Research Trip
CAAGS invites you to celebrate Family History Month by
joining us in a Family History research tour to the Salt
Lake City Family History Library. Take advantage of 5
days with professional researchers who live and work in
Salt Lake City. Trip dates are October 19-24th 2015, your
non-refundable deposit is due by June 30th. Registration
forms were included in the March newsletter. Contact
Colette DeVerge at 323 933 8381.

June 5-7
46th Annual Southern California Genealogy Jamboree. For
all the details go to www.genealogyjamboree.com
June 20
CAAGS Board meeting, 10 am - 11:30 am
Beginner/Intermediate Classes, 11:45 am - 12:45 pm
General membership meeting/Guest Speaker, 1-3pm,
Gerard McKay, Pension Files

The Texas Freedom Colonies Project
This project is part of a larger University of Texas doctoral
research study, led by Andrea Roberts. The study seeks
stories of how former slaves built whole communities out
of absolutely nothing after Emancipation. The Texas
Freedom Colonies Project, a research and social justice
initiative, is dedicated to

June 30
Deposits due for Salt Lake City, UT research trip
* Calendar is subject to change without notice





Los Angeles Family History Library
Upcoming Classes
A reminder of the family history classes that are being
offered in the coming months. The 3-day Intensive
Courses cost $20 and you will receive a binder with the
handouts from the class. To register, please call (310) 4749990. The classes are listed as follows:

Recording descendants’ memories and stories of
how these communities began
Documenting ex-slaves’contributions to history
Learning about descendants’ present-day
community development & historic preservation
concerns

The Texas Freedom Colonies Project has amassed a
working database of more than 500 Black settlements!
What Are Texas Freedom Colonies?
Freedom Colonies also known as Freedmen’s Towns, “my
family place,” “where we go for homecoming,” Black
settlements, or “the Black side of town.”

3-day Intensive FH Training Courses - 8:00-5:00 p.m.
 May 12-14:
Beginning
 June 9-11:
Advanced
 July 14-16:
Beginning
 August 11-13: Beginning

Former slaves in Texas founded these communities 18661890. Nearly 150 years later, most settlements have lost
population, and their landowners have lost property through
2

Visit us at www.caags.org and follow us on Facebook, California African American Genealogical Society

auctions, partition sales, or outright theft. Few remain on
maps or in current census records, but these settlements live
on in memory, church anniversaries, and family reunions.
Still, a small number of Freedom Colony residents have
retained land and continued to live within rural AND urban
settlements for generations. This Project supports their
efforts!

Take Your Family Back to 1870
1870 is an important date for African American research
because the majority of African Americans living in the
United States prior to the Civil War were slaves. The 1870
federal census is the first one to list all blacks by name. To
get your African-American ancestors back to that date you
should research your ancestors in the standard genealogical
records - records such as cemeteries, wills, census, vital
records, social security records, school records, tax records,
military records, voter records, newspapers, etc. There are
also a number of post-Civil War records which specifically
document thousands of African Americans, including the
Freedman’s Bureau Records and the records of the
Southern Claim Commission.

GET INVOLVED! Calling all descendants of Black
settlements, museums, genealogists, educators, cemetery
associations, Rosenwald School alumni, community homecoming
presidents, archaeologists, archives, research institutes,
HBCU alumni, Historical Landmark Commissioners, writers, and
anyone else who care about the future of Freedom Colonies!
Share your story.

Identify the Last Slave Owner
Before you assume that your ancestors were slaves prior to
the U.S. Civil War, think twice. At least one out of every
ten Blacks (more than 200,000 in the North and another
200,000 in the South) were free when the Civil War broke
out in 1861. If you aren't sure whether your ancestors were
enslaved prior to the Civil War, then you may want to start
with the U.S. Free Population Schedules of the 1860
census. For those whose African American ancestors were
slaves then the next step is to identify the slave owner.
Some slaves took the name of their former owners when
they were freed by the Emancipation Proclamation, but
many did not. You will have to really dig in the records to
find and prove the name of the slave owner for your
ancestors before you can go any further with your research.
Sources for this information include county histories, the
records of the Freedman’s Savings and Trust Bureau, the
Freedman’s Bureau, slave narratives, the Southern Claims
Commission, military records including the records of the
U.S. Colored Troops.

Contact: Andrea Roberts
Phone: 832-465-6829 Email: roberta318@gmail.com
Web: www.linkedin.com/in/andrearoberts The Texas
Freedom Colonies Project (Facebook) #TXFCProject
(Twitter)

African American Family History
Step By Step
Few areas of American genealogy research pose as much of
a challenge as the search for African American families.
The vast majority of African Americans are descendants of
the 400,000 black Africans brought to North America to
serve as slaves in the 18th and 19th centuries. Since slaves
had no legal rights, they are often not found in many of the
traditional record sources available for that period.
Don’t let this challenge defer you, however. Treat your
search for your African-American roots just as you would
any other genealogical research project - start with what
you know and methodically take your research back stepby-step. Tony Burroughs, an internationally known
genealogist and black history expert, has identified six
steps to follow when tracing your African American roots.

Research Potential Slave Owners
Because slaves were considered to be property, your next
step once you find the slave owner (or even a number of
potential slave owners), is to follow the records to learn
what he did with his property. Look for wills, probate
records, plantation records, bills of sale, land deeds and
even runaway slave advertisements in newspapers. You
should also study your history - learn about the practices
and laws which governed slavery and what life was like for
slaves and slave owners in the antebellum South. Unlike
what is common belief, the majority of slave owners were
not wealthy plantation owners and most owned five slaves
or less.

Family Sources
Just as with any genealogy research project, you begin with
yourself. Write down everything you know about yourself
and your family members. Scour your house for sources of
information such as photographs, postcards, letters, diaries,
school yearbooks, family papers, insurance and
employment records, military records, scrapbooks, even
textiles such as old clothing, quilts or samplers. Interview
your family members - especially the oldest ones who may
have had grandparents, or even parents who were slaves.
Be sure to ask open-ended questions so that you learn more
than just names and dates. Pay special attention to any
family, ethnic or naming traditions which have been
handed down from generation to generation.

Back to Africa
The vast majority of Americans of African ancestry in the
United States are descendants of the 400,000 black slaves
forcibly brought to the New World prior to 1860. Most of
these slaves came from a small section (approximately 300
miles long) of the Atlantic coast between the Congo and
Gambia rivers in East Africa. Much of African culture is
3
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Brown, Miller and Williams are a punch-line in the family
history world – guaranteed to provoke a reaction from a
seasoned audience – because we all know how much effort
it can take to sift through the abundance of records
featuring these names to find the ones we're looking for.
So it’s astonishing that no one had taken the time to make
sure that they had identified the correct Hannah Jones. As it
happens, there were two baby girls born with this name in
Scranton around the same time, and the other one left a
more conspicuous paper trail. It’s not surprising that some
researchers fell into the trap of picking the wrong one, but
it’s mind-blowing that everyone did.

based on oral tradition, but records such as slave sales and
slave advertisements may give a clue toward slave origins
in Africa. Getting your slave ancestor back to Africa may
just not be possible, but your best chances lie with
scrutinizing every record you can find for clues and by
being familiar with the slave trade in the area in which you
are researching. Learn everything you can about how, when
and why slaves were transported to the state in which you
last found them with their owner. If your ancestors came
into this country, then you will need to learn the history of
the Underground Railroad so that you can track their
movements back and forth the border.

The wonderful online tools that make it faster to trace our
family trees also make it easier to make a mistake, and the
constant merging of Internet-based trees creates an
unfortunate echo effect where wrong information starts to
look true simply because so many are claiming it. I’ve seen
this lemming phenomenon many times before, but the fact
that it happened to someone whose family history has been
scrutinized by so many is a serious wake-up call.

From the Caribbean
Since the end of World War II, a significant number of
people of African ancestry have emigrated to the U.S. from
the Caribbean, where their ancestors were also slaves
(primarily at the hands of the British, Dutch, and French).
Once you have determined that your ancestors came from
the Caribbean, you will need to trace Caribbean records
back to their source of origin and then back to Africa. You
will also need to be very familiar with the history of the
slave trade into the Caribbean.

If everyone got a quarter of Hillary Clinton’s tree wrong,
what about yours? Are the names adorning your family tree
really your ancestors or just crowd-sourced fiction?

The information discussed in this article is just the tip of
the iceberg of the vast scope of African American
genealogy research. For a much greater expansion on the
six steps discussed here, you should read Tony Burroughs’
wonderful book, “Black Roots: A Beginner’s Guide to
Tracing the African-American Family Tree.”

-

Taken from Honoring Our Ancestors

46th Annual Southern California Genealogy Jamboree
June 5 - 7, 2015 Friday through Sunday
www.genealogyjamboree.com
The theme of the 2015 Jamboree is Genealogy FANfare:
working together. We welcome attendees who are fans of
genealogy, amateur or professional. Jamboree 2015
celebrates the use of friends, associates, and neighbors
(FANs) of our elusive ancestors in order to aid in our
research. Our heritage focus will be on African American,
Jewish, Eastern European and Russian research. In addition
to these, sessions on other geographic regions in the United
States, United Kingdom, and Europe will be included.

Taken from aboutgenealogy.com

Hillary Clinton Family Tree
A Wake-Up Call for Genealogy
When Irish America requested that I research and write a
piece on Hillary Rodham Clinton’s heritage (pages 50-52),
I was concerned. Why? Because delving into the ancestral
past of celebrities has become something of a sub-hobby in
the world of genealogy, so I knew that countless others
would have climbed the branches of her family tree. What
would I possibly be able to add that wasn't already known?

Special pricing for 2015 offers a discount to those who
register for both Jamboree and Genetic Genealogy: DNA
Day Plus! as well as discounts for SCGS members for each
event.

Fortunately for me, but regrettably for genealogy in
general, there was plenty of fresh terrain because I soon
realized that everyone had a quarter of her family tree
wrong. And when I say “everyone,” I mean dozens of
people on at least eight family history websites.

Stay updated on all the Jamboree news through the
Jamboree blog. Follow @SCGSGenealogy and #scgs2015
on Twitter. Join the SCGS Group on Facebook and add
Jamboree to your list of events. Join our group on Linked
In.

One of Rodham Clinton’s grandmothers was a woman
named Hannah Jones who was born in Scranton,
Pennsylvania around 1882. If you've been doing genealogy
for even a short time, you know to be cautious whenever
you encounter a name like Jones, which happens to be the
most common surname in Wales, the birth place of
Hannah’s parents. Names like Jones, Smith, Johnson,

Save the Date
CAAGS 30th Anniversary Conference
March 18-19, 2016
Call for Papers Coming Soon
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Recently, I had the pleasure of attending this year’s
annual conference of the Massachusetts Library
Association as a panelist for its Genealogy 101
discussion session. The goal of the session is to inform
public librarians about how the staffs of genealogicallyoriented libraries and organizations work with patrons to
answer their reference questions. Assisting patrons with
genealogical questions is increasingly frequent for public
librarians, given the popularity of prime time shows such
as Who Do You Think You Are? and Finding Your Roots.
My fellow panelists were Joy Hennig, Worcester Public
Library; Susan Aprill, Kingston Public Library; Barbara
Burg, Jewish Genealogical Society of Greater Boston;
and Marie Lamoureaux, American Antiquarian Society
in Worcester.
Overall, public libraries are terrific resources for local
information and collections, and it was great to see so
many librarians interested in meeting the needs of family
historians! Our discussion touched briefly on typical
questions (“I’m looking for the parents of…” or “I know
where they were, but not where they died”), and then
turned to patron interactions and directing patrons to
resources. We had panel consensus that patron
interactions require active listening to determine
research experience and the problem to be solved, and
sometimes resource education may be needed along with
resource recommendations.
Investigations on behalf of and reporting research results
to patrons may in some instances require compassion
and sensitivity, such as when a family story is
discovered via the library’s records to be very different
from the details passed down to the patron. Directing
patrons to other repositories is an efficient way for
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connecting them to resources unavailable at the given
public library (and likely beyond its collecting scope).
Finally, encouragement of the patron’s research goals (at
the most basic level, to discover and fully tell the story of
his or her family) is as important as answering the reference
question at hand.

Save the Date
CAAGS 30th Anniversary Conference
March 18-19, 2016
Call for Papers Coming Soon
10 Don’t-Miss Historical Map Collections Online

Ultimately, it is the researcher who begins the genealogical
journey, as pointed out by co-panelist Joy Hennig during
our session. Most family history projects start at home with
information compiled from personal knowledge, and later
through interviews and review of available personal
documents and family heirlooms. All library staff,
knowledgeable about their collections and local resources,
help and guide researchers to the details and full stories of
their ancestors’ lives potentially waiting on the library’s
shelves and through access to digital collections. Hurrah
and thank you! to librarians everywhere!

Whether you’re looking for a historic map to overlay in
Google Earth, or hoping to find your ancestor’s town of
origin, these online historical map collections offer don’t
miss resources for any genealogist. Find topographic,
panoramic, survey and other historical maps, many
available for free online viewing and downloading.
 David Rumsey Historical Map Collection
Browse through over 30,000 high-resolution digital maps
and images from the David Rumsey Historical Map
Collection, one of the largest private collections of historic
maps in the U.S. This free online historical map collection
focuses primarily on cartography of the Americas from the
18th and 19th centuries, but also has maps of the world,
Asia, Africa, Europe, and Oceania. They keep the maps fun
too! Their LUNA map browser works on the iPad and
iPhone, plus they have selected historical maps available as
layers in Google Maps and Google Earth, plus a neat
virtual world collection on Rumsey Map Islands in Second
Life.
 American Memory - Map Collections
This outstanding free collection from the U.S. Library of
Congress contains more than 10,000 online digitized maps
from 1500 to the present, depicting areas all over the world.
Interesting highlights of the historical map collection
include birds-eye, panoramic views of cities and towns, as
well as military campaign maps from the American
Revolution and Civil War. The map collections are
searchable by keyword, subject and location. Since maps
are often assigned to only one particular collection, you’ll
achieve the most complete results by searching at the top
level.
 Perry-Castañeda Library Map Collection
Over 11,000 digitized historical maps from countries
around the world are available for online viewing in the
historical section of the Perry-Castandeda Map Collection
of the University of Texas at Austin. The Americas,
Australia and the Pacific, Asia, Europe and The Middle
East are all represented on this extensive site, including
individual collections such as pre-1945 Topographic Maps
of the United States. Most maps are in the public domain,
with those under copyright clearly marked as such.
 Old Maps Online
This mapping site is really neat, serving as an easy-to-use
searchable gateway to historical maps hosted online by
repositories around the world. Search by place-name or by

Taken from Vita Brevis - A resource for family history from
AmericanAncestors.org

2015 Calendar of Events
On going
CAAGS Writers Group, Fourth Friday monthly 10-12
Check our website for meeting details, www.caags.org
June 20
CAAGS Board meeting, 10 am - 11:30 am
Beginner/Intermediate Classes, 11:45 am - 12:45 pm
Intermediate Class - Planning a Research Trip
General membership meeting/Guest Speaker, 1-3pm,
Franklin Henderson, Buffalo Soldiers
June 30
Non-refundable deposits due for Salt Lake City, UT
research trip. Contact Colette DeVerge at 323 933 8381
July 18 and August 15
No CAAGS Monthly Meeting
* Calendar is subject to change without notice
CAAGS 30th Anniversary Quilt
In commemoration of our 30th Anniversary, CAAGS
members Norma Bates and Tommie Mallet are creating an
Underground Railroad themed quilt. Donations are being
accepted to help purchase the quilting supplies. If you
would like to make a donation, give at the next monthly
meeting or mail us your donation. You can also contact
Norma Bates, teapotnorma@yahoo.com.
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clicking in the map window to bring up a list of available
historical maps for that area, and then narrow further by
date if needed. The search results take you directly to the
map image on the website of the host institution.
Participating institutions include the David Rumsey Map
Collection, the British Library, the Moravian Library, and
the National Library of Scotland.
 Historic Map Works
This subscription-based historical digital map database of
North America and the world includes over 1.5 million
individual map images, including a large collection of
American property atlases, along with antiquarian maps,
nautical charts, birds-eye views, and other historical
images. Each historical map is geocoded to allow address
search on a modern map, as well as overlay into Google
Earth. This site offers individual subscriptions;
alternatively you may be able to use the site for free
through a subscribing library
 old-maps.co.uk
Part of a joint venture with Ordnance Survey, this digital
Historical Map Archive for mainland Britain contains
historical mapping from Ordnance Survey's Pre and Post
WWII County Series mapping at various scales dating from
c.1843 to c.1996, as well as Ordnance Survey Town Plans,
and interesting Russian Maps of UK locations mapped by
the KGB during the Cold War era. To locate maps, just
search by address, place or coordinates based on modern
geography, and the available historical maps will be
displayed. All map scales are free to view online, and can
be purchased as electronic images or prints.
 Maps of Australia
The National Library of Australia has a large collection of
historical maps. Learn more here, or search the NLA
Catalogue for records to over 100,000 maps of Australia
held in Australia’s libraries, from the earliest mapping to
the present. Over 4,000 map images have been digitized
and can be viewed and downloaded online.
 A Vision of Britain Through Time
Featuring primarily British maps, A Vision of Britain
Through Time includes a great collection of topographic,
boundary, and land use maps, to complement statistical
trends and historical descriptions drawn from census
records, historical gazetteers, and other records to present a
vision of Britain between 1801 and 2001. Don’t miss the
link to the separate website, Land of Britain, with a much
higher level of detail limited to a small area around
Brighton.
 University of Virginia: Geospatial and
Statistical Data
Provided by the University of Virginia, the Geospatial and
Statistical Data Center provides an easy to use Historical
Census Browser with nation-wide census data, and a
Virginia Gazetteer Database with geographic data and

maps documenting over 51,000 Virginia features and
places.
 Atlas of Historical U.S. County Boundaries
Explore both maps and text covering the creation, historical
boundaries, and all subsequent changes in the size, shape,
and location of every county in the 50 United States and the
District of Columbia. The database also includes noncounty areas, unsuccessful authorizations for new counties,
changes in county names and organization, and the
temporary attachments of non-county areas and unorganized counties to fully functioning counties. To lend to the
site’s historical authority, the data is drawn primarily from
the session laws that created and changed the counties.

Tips for Planning your Genealogy Research
Visit to the Courthouse
The process of researching your family tree will eventually
lead you to a courthouse, library, archives or other
repository of original documents and published sources.
The day-to-day joys and hardships of your ancestors lives
can often be found documented among the numerous
original records of the local court, while the library may
contain a wealth of information on their community,
neighbors and friends.
Marriage certificates, family histories, land grants, military
rosters and a wealth of other genealogical clues are tucked
away in folders, boxes, and books just waiting to be
discovered. Before heading for the courthouse or library,
however, it helps to prepare. Try these tips for planning
your visit and maximizing your results.
 Scout the Location
The first, and most important, step in onsite genealogy
research is learning which government most likely had
jurisdiction over the area in which your ancestors lived
during the time they lived there. In many places, especially
in the United States, this is the county or county equivalent
(e.g. parish, shire). In other areas, the records may be found
housed in town halls, probate districts or other
jurisdictional authorities. You’ll also have to bone up on
changing political and geographical boundaries to know
who actually had jurisdiction over the area where your
ancestor lived for the time period you’re researching, and
who has current possession of those records.
If your ancestors lived near the county line, you may find
them documented among the records of the adjoining
county. While a bit uncommon, I actually have an ancestor
whose land straddled the county lines of three counties,
making it necessary for me to routinely check the records
of all three counties when researching that particular
family.
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 Who Has the Records?
Many of the records you’ll need, from vital records to land
transactions, are likely to be found at the local courthouse.
In some cases, however, the older records may have been
transferred to a state archives, local historical society, or
other repository. Check with members of the local
genealogical society, at the local library, or online at the
local GenWeb site to learn where the records for your
location and time period of interest can be found. Even
within the courthouse, different offices usually hold
different types of records, and may maintain different hours
and even be located in different buildings. Some records
may also be available in multiple locations, as well, in
microfilm or printed form.
 Are the Records Available?
You don’t want to plan a trip halfway across the country
only to find that the records you seek were destroyed in a
courthouse fire in 1865. Or that the office stores the
marriage records in an offsite location, and they need to be
requested in advance of your visit. Or that some of the
county record books are being repaired, microfilmed, or are
otherwise temporarily unavailable. Once you’ve
determined the repository and records you plan to research,
it is definitely worth the time to call to make sure the
records are available for research. If the original record you
seek is no longer extant, check the Family History Library
Catalog to see if the record is available on microfilm.
 Create a Research Plan
As you enter the doors of a courthouse or library, it’s
tempting to want to jump into everything at once. There
usually aren’t enough hours in the day, however, to
research all records for all of your ancestors in one short
trip. By planning your research before you go, you’ll be
less tempted by distractions and less likely to miss
important details. Create a checklist with names, dates and
details for each record you plan to research in advance of
your visit, and then check them off as you go. By focusing
your search on just a few ancestors or a few record types,
you’ll be more likely to achieve your research goals.
 Time Your Trip
Before you visit, you should always contact the courthouse,
library or archives to see if there are any access restrictions
or closures which may affect your visit. Even if the Web
site includes operating hours and holiday closures, it is still
best to confirm this in person. Ask if there are any limits on
the number of researchers, if you have to sign up in
advance for microfilm readers, or if any courthouse offices
or special library collections maintain separate hours. It
also helps to ask if there are certain times which are less
busy than others.
 Learn the Lay of the Land
Each genealogical repository you visit is going to be
slightly different - whether it’s a different layout or setup,
different policies and procedures, different equipment, or a

different organizational system. Check the facility’s Web
site, or with other genealogists who utilize the facility, and
familiarize yourself with the research process and
procedures before you go. Check the card catalog online, if
it is available, and compile a list of the records you want to
research, along with their call numbers. Ask if there is a
reference librarian who specializes in your specific area of
interest, and learn what hours he/she will be working.
 Prepare for Your Visit
Courthouse offices are often small and cramped, so it is
best to keep your belongings to a minimum. Pack a single
bag with a notepad, pencils, coins for the photocopier and
parking, your research plan and checklist, a brief summary
of what you already know about the family, and a camera
(if allowed). If you plan to take a laptop computer, make
sure that you have a charged battery, because many
repositories do not provide electrical access (some do not
allow laptops). Wear comfortable, flat shoes, as many
courthouses don’t offer tables and chairs, and you may
spend a lot of time on your feet.
 Be Courteous & Respectful
Staff members at archives, courthouses and libraries are
generally very helpful, friendly people, but they are also
very busy trying to do their job. Respect their time and
avoid pestering them with questions not specifically related
to research in the facility or hold them hostage with tales
about your ancestors. If you have a genealogy how-to
question or trouble reading a particular word that just can’t
wait, it is usually better to ask another researcher (just don’t
pester them with multiple questions either!). Don’t request
records or copies just before closing time, either!
 Take Good Notes & Make Plenty of Copies
While you may take the time to reach a few on-site
conclusions about the records you find, it is usually best to
take everything home with you where you have more time
to examine it thoroughly for every last detail. Make
photocopies of everything, if possible. If copies aren’t an
option, then take the time to make a transcription or
abstract, including misspellings. On each photocopy, be
sure to make note of the complete source for the document.
If you have time, and money for copies, it can also be
helpful to make copies of the complete index for your
surname(s) of interest for certain records, such as marriages
or deeds.
 Concentrate on the Unique
Unless the facility is one you can easily access on a regular
basis, it is often beneficial to begin your research with the
parts of its collection that aren’t easily available elsewhere.
Concentrate on original records that haven’t been
microfilmed, family papers, photograph collections, and
other unique resources. At the Family History Library in
Salt Lake City, for example, many researchers begin with
the books as they are generally not available on loan.
-

Taken from gotgenealogy.com
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Discover Your Ancestors in Obituaries
By Steve Anderson
Obituaries are a treasure trove of information. Almost
anyone searching for information about their family will
tell you that obituaries are one of the best record sources
available for getting great information about a person.
That’s because many obituaries contain not just dates
and places, but they often provide valuable information
about the children, parents, spouse, and siblings of the
deceased as well as their religious affiliation, life
accomplishments, and much more. In a single obituary
you could find dozens of valuable clues that could
unlock secrets to your family in ways you never
dreamed possible. In other cases, an obituary might
simply mention an ancestor’s name without any
additional information.
FamilySearch.org now makes it easier than ever to find
out if an obituary is available for your ancestors. To get
an idea of what you might find in the FamilySearch.org
obituary database, go to the Discover Your Ancestors in
Obituaries page. The search engine will look through a
small sampling of obituaries and show you what could
be in them about some of your ancestors. This search
will not be an exhaustive search, but it will give a small
sampling of what you could find in the millions of
obituaries now in the FamilySearch.org database.
You can do a more exhaustive search using
FamilySearch’s database of more than 1.1 billion unique
names to see what additional obituaries might exist for
your ancestors. As FamilySearch.org continues to grow,
millions of new obituaries will be added to its database
on a regular basis. If you don’t find the obituary you are
looking for, check again later; it may be in one of the
updates.

Neither the newsletter editor nor CAAGS guarantees publication of any submission. Submissions for the newsletter are
due by the third Saturday of each month. Please email your submissions or inquiries to CAAGS@hotmail.com

originally created to assist fire insurance agents in assessing
potential fire risk, and setting insurance premiums,
therefore they also include details such as the direction of
prevailing winds, fire department locations and equipment,
and the location of fire hydrants and other water supplies.

So come to FamilySearch.org today, and see if you can
find an obituary for one of your ancestors. Finding an
obituary has never been easier.
-

Taken from Family Search Newsletter March 2015

While big cities were a large target for fire insurance plans,
small towns were mapped more frequently than you might
expect. In many cases, fire insurance maps document
structures and even towns that no longer exist. The small
village of Noblestown, Pennsylvania, falls into this
category. The location where this small community once
bustled around booming oil wells and coal mines is now
occupied by forest, a few homes and churches, and the trail
head on Mill Street where I often begin bike rides on my
local rail trail--a crushed limestone trail that follows the
path of the former Panhandle Division--Pittsburgh,
Cincinnati, Chicago (P.C.C.) & St Louis--of the
Pennsylvania Railroad. If not for old maps, histories, and
photographs like the one depicted here, I would never know
that a railroad station, two hotels, several general and feed
stores, and multiple railroad tracks existed in the spot less
than a century ago.

2015 Calendar of Events
On going
CAAGS Writers Group, Fourth Friday monthly 10-12
Check our website for meeting details, www.caags.org
September 19 – Welcome Back!
CAAGS Board meeting, 10 am - 11:30 am
Beginner/Intermediate Classes, 11:45 am - 12:45 pm
General membership meeting/Show and Tell, 1-3pm
October 17
CAAGS Board meeting, 10 am - 11:30 am
Beginner/Intermediate Classes, 11:45 am - 12:45 pm
General membership meeting/Guest Speaker, 1-3pm
March 17-19, 2016
CAAGS 30th Anniversary Conference

The tiny village of Noblestown was founded about 1796,
making it the fourth oldest community in Allegheny
County after Pittsburgh, Elizabeth, and McKeesport.1 By
1843, the small community had grown to a population of
250 residents, with one church, a steam grist-mill, a saw
mill, and three stores.2 Oil drilling and coal mining during
the latter part of the 19th century caused the population to
swell with people eager for work, a time when many of the
buildings pictured here were built. The town thrived for
several decades, but as coal mines began to close in the
1930s, the town declined and is now back to a population
of about 575.3

* Calendar is subject to change without notice
CAAGS 30th Anniversary Quilt
In commemoration of our 30th Anniversary, CAAGS
members Norma Bates and Tommie Mallet are creating an
Underground Railroad themed quilt. Donations are being
accepted to help purchase the quilting supplies. If you
would like to make a donation, give at the next monthly
meeting or mail us your donation. You can also contact
Norma Bates, teapotnorma@yahoo.com.

A 1915 Sanborn fire insurance map for the nearby borough
of Oakdale, Pennsylvania, includes a partial sheet on the
village of Noblestown. This map is just one of many
available online as part of the new collection of
Pennsylvania Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps in the digitized
collections of University Libraries, Pennsylvania State
University. As with most mining communities, the majority
of the structures were of wood frame construction-signified by the color yellow. The pink building in the
upper left is a brick Catholic church which still stands
today, as do the other brick houses pictured nearby, but
many of the other buildings no longer exist, including the
railroad depot, the hotel, and the stores.

Save the Date
CAAGS 30th Anniversary Conference
March 17-19, 2016
Call for Papers Coming Soon
Exploring Sanborn &
Other Fire Insurance Maps Online
--- By Kimberly Powell

Fire insurance maps, produced by Sanborn® and a number
of other companies, are large-scale historical city/town
maps that document the size and shape of buildings,
locations of windows and doors, and construction
materials, as well as street names, and property boundaries.
Dating back to the mid-1800’s, fire insurance maps were

There is a lot of information packed into these fire
insurance maps; for example, the two buildings pictured
with an “X” are concrete block stables. Look for the map
2
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History and Antiquities, Both General and Local (Philadelphia:
George W. Gorton, 1843), p. 92.
3. U.S. Census Bureau, Census 2010, “Community Facts,” database,
American FactFinder (http://factfinder2.census.gov : accessed 27
August 2013), user-defined report for “Noblestown CDP PA.”

key to provide information on the symbols, color-coding,
etc. Map keys for small towns like Noblestown are fairly
simple, while keys for city maps can cover an entire page.
The symbols and color-coding remain standard across most
map series, with new symbols added as technology
advanced. Most towns and cities are covered by multiple
map sheets, and the key is often, but not always, found at
the beginning of the book, or first sheet of the series for a
particular locality. A variety of online guides explain how
to use the Sanborn map keys, such as How to Read Sanborn
Fire Insurance Maps, originally from the Geospatial and
Statistical Data Center (GEOSTAT) of the University of
Virginia. The Sanborn Map Company also published a
number of booklets called Description and Utilization of
the Sanborn Map to help people better utilize their maps,
such as this 1949 version, free online at Hathi Trust.

Season 3 of “Finding Your Roots”
Green-lighted for January 2016 Return on PBS

The largest collection of fire insurance maps for the United
States was created by the Sanborn® Map Company of
Pelham, New York. The U.S. Library of Congress has the
most comprehensive collection, encompassing nearly
700,000 map sheets, ranging from 1867 to the 1960s. The
Library of Congress and a large number of state libraries
and other repositories have been digitizing many of the pre1923, out-of-copyright Sanborn map sheets and making
them available online. See Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps
Online for descriptions and links. It is important to be
aware, however, that Sanborn maps do exist from 1923 into
the 1960s for many locations. These maps are still
protected by copyright, however, and are not included in
the online digitized collections.

The show has been off air due to a PBS decision to delay
the next season of Finding Your Roots as a result of an
internal investigation triggered by the Ben Affleck incident
involving censorship of a slave-owning ancestor of his
from a previously aired episode. Season 3 of the popular
show, hosted and produced by Harvard scholar Henry
Louis Gates, Jr., was put on hold until certain measures
were implemented.
This left avid genealogy and history buffs wondering when
the series would resume. The good news is that it’s sooner
than we might have thought. Originally slated to begin
airing in September of this year, it’s now scheduled for
January 2016.

Sanborn was also not the only game in town! A variety of
other companies--many of them working only in specific
localities--created fire insurance maps, and you can find
some of them online as well. Search “fire insurance” maps
locality name and/or browse locality-specific research
guides to locate available collections. Examples include the
Charles E. Goad Fire Insurance Plan Maps of Canada
online at Library & Archives Canada; Hexamer General
Surveys of industrial and commercial buildings in
Philadelphia from the Philadelphia Free Library; Dakin
Fire Insurance Maps from the University of Hawaii at
Manoa; and Higginson’s insurance maps of the city of
Brooklyn from the New York Public Library. The British
Library has scanned all first editions of library-owned Goad
mapping of British and Irish towns and will be posting
them online shortly.

Among the celebrities we can expect to see under the
ancestral microscope early next year are Patricia Arquette,
Lidia Bastianich, Richard Branson, Donna Brazile, Ty
Burrell, LL Cool J, Mia Farrow, Bill Hader, Neil Patrick
Harris, Dustin Hoffman, Jimmy Kimmel, Norman Lear,
Maya Lin, Bill Maher, Julianna Margulies, John McCain,
Julianne Moore, Azar Nafisi, Bill O’Reilly, Shondra
Rhimes, Maya Rudolph, Gloria Steinem, Kara Walker, and
Keenen Ivory Wayans.
Those needing a celebrity roots fix in the interim can watch
the seventh season of TLC's Who Do You Think You Are?
(WDYTYA) which started on July 26th and will feature
Tom Bergeron, Bryan Cranston, Ginnifer Goodwin, J.K.
Rowling, and Alfre Woodard.

Sources:
1. Robert G. Larimer, A 200th Anniversary of Noblestown,
Pennsylvania, 1796-1996 (Noblestown: R. G. Larimer, 1996).
2. Sherman Day, Historical Collections of the State of Pennsylvania;
Containing a Copious Selection of the Most Interesting Facts,
Traditions, Biographical Sketches, Anecdotes, etc. Relating to its
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Hey, Prince, Your Roots Are Showing
By Megan Smolenyak|August 6, 2015|Celebrities, Family History

Prince Rogers Nelson, better known simply as Prince, has
the music world intrigued with rumors of a new album to
be released this year. While we’re in wait-and-see mode, I
thought I’d share a peek into his past — and by that, I mean
his pre-Minnesota, pre-purple, ancestral past. Here are a
few of the discoveries I found scattered in the branches of
his family tree: Among the surnames that appear in
Prince’s family tree are Bonnell, Brooks, Hardy, Head,
Jenkins, Nelson, Phillips and Shaw, so those sharing these
names could be related.
As with other gifted musicians such as Beyoncé and Jay-Z,
Prince has a concentration of Louisiana roots. In fact, all
four of his grandparents were born there, though
Minnesota, Georgia, and Arkansas can also claim a piece of
his heritage.

One of his great-great-grandmothers could be considered a
19th century version of a cougar. After her first marriage,
she took a second husband less than half her age. Her new,
teen-aged husband was only five years older than his eldest
stepchild. Even so, she managed to outlive him.

Twins run on both sides of Prince’s family. His mother was
one, and there were also twins in the Nelson branch on his
father’s side.

In Search of Our Ancestors is on Amazon!
In Search of Our Ancestors is available as an ebook on
Amazon now!

Due to the Great Migration, his once mostly Louisianabased family dispersed to Arkansas, Iowa, Illinois,
Minnesota, New Jersey and Tennessee. His maternal
grandfather, a Pullman porter named Frank Shaw, went
north to Minnesota by way of Iowa. Though this might
sound like a peculiar route, this same pattern can be seen in
the family tree of Cory Booker, whose ancestors were
drawn from the South to Iowa for mining jobs. And as a
result of all this meandering, one of Prince’s great-uncles is
buried at Burr Oak on the outskirts of Chicago, the same
notorious cemetery where one of Michelle Obama’s uncles
is buried.

With over 100 true stories of the amazing luck, unexpected
kindness, and unusual serendipity encountered by
researchers as they explore their roots, In Search of Our
Ancestors offers an inspirational look at the rewards of
family history. No story is longer than a few pages, but
most are such touchingly personal tales that you may find
yourself reading just one or two at a time.
A few stories have relevant research information at the end,
but the book isn’t aimed at your practical side. More than
anything, this collection is designed to simply share the
warmth and surprises that genealogical research can bring
if you stick with the hunt, keep your sense of humor, and
listen to your heart.

Prince’s paternal grandfather had 11 children by two wives
over a 36-year period. This grandfather’s parents also had
11 children, but in a more concentrated 14-year period. 22
offspring from just these two generations means that Prince
undoubtedly has dozens, if not hundreds, of Nelson cousins
in both Arkansas and Minnesota.

The ebook is also available from BookBaby in both ePub
and mobi formats, so you can enjoy the stories regardless
of what kind of reading device you use. The book will be
available soon on about a dozen other platforms (e.g.,
Barnes & Noble, Kobo, Scribd, etc.).

Six of Prince’s eight great-grandparents were born into
slavery, and as was unfortunately so common, one of his
great-grandmothers was apparently the daughter of her onetime owner.

2015 Election of Officers
November is CAAGS election month. We will be looking
for candidates to fill several offices. We will also be
looking to form a nominations committee. If you would
like to nominate yourself to run for an office or be on the
committee please contact Carolyn Conway at
fam.histr@yahoo.com

Within Louisiana, Prince has roots in Claiborne, Webster,
Bienville and Lincoln Parishes. More specifically, the
towns of Homer, Cotton Valley, Arcadia and Vienna, are
all ancestral hometowns for the Purple One.
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