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African American History Is America’s History:
“Reaching In, Reaching Out”
March 17 - 19, 2016
VOLUNTEERS ARE STILL NEEDED
Please continue to spread the word about our
Conference. Distribute conference registration
forms far and wide, online by mail, on foot,
whatever works – visit our website regularly for
updates www.caags.org. Please register today if
you have not done so and invite a friend or two to
register and join us for this event. Monthly updates
will be provided at our general meetings.

Genealogy Roadshow
Volunteers are needed to help host the CAAGS
booth at the taping to be held on January 16th at the
Los Angeles Union Station, Old Ticketing
Terminal. Please come out to support CAAGS and
the show. Thanks to all of you who submitted
applications to the show for consideration of being
highlighted on the episode. We feel that the
response was a factor in the decision to bring the
show to Los Angeles, CA.

Website – www.caags.org

Neither the newsletter editor nor CAAGS guarantees publication of any submission. Submissions for the newsletter are
due by the third Saturday of each month. Please email your submissions or inquiries to CAAGS@hotmail.com

CAAGS 30th ANNIVERSARY CONFERENCE

2016 Calendar of Events
On going
CAAGS Writers Group (monthly)
DNA Interest Group (quarterly)
Check our website for meeting details, www.caags.org

“African American History Is America’s History:
Reaching In, Reaching Out”
March 17 - 19, 2016
Radisson Hotel Los Angeles at the
University of Southern California (USC)
3540 South Figueroa St.
Los Angeles, California 90007

January 16
CAAGS General Meeting
January 16
Genealogy Roadshow taping, Los Angeles Union Station,
Old Ticketing Terminal, 800 N. Alameda St, Los Ang, CA

The Conference will consist of plenary and break-out
sessions designed for family history and/or genealogy
researchers at all levels - beginning, intermediate, advanced
- research methodologies and writing, importance of DNA
testing, the military, culture and celebrations, special
populations and relationships, diversity within the Black
diaspora, African American history in California and other
topics related to the conference theme.

February 20
CAAGS General Meeting
March 12
Discover Your Roots, for more information visit
discoveryourroots.org

For hotel reservations, contact the Radisson at (213) 7484141, and request the rate ($179 + hotel taxes) for the
California African American Genealogical Society
Conference, visit our web site www.caags.org, email
conference@caags.org, or call (323) 806-5634.

March 17-19, 2016
CAAGS 30th Anniversary Conference. For registration
and exhibitor information check our website. Early
registration closes in January - www.caags.org

Kentucky County Court Records Now Online

* The calendar is subject to change without notice.
Please check our website for the most up to date
information, www.caags.org

A batch of Kentucky county court records dating from the
late 18th and early 19th centuries have been digitized and
are now available to all online on the University of
Kentucky web site.
Please note the word “batch.” The newly-digitized
documents do not include all court records that were
written at the time. Some records have been lost over the
years, others were destroyed by fires or perhaps
deliberately by clerks who were not aware of the historical
significance of these documents. Documents that are
available now include:

CAAGS Membership Drive
Please remember to renew your membership to our Society.
Existing members who have not renewed by our March
2016 meeting will be dropped from our roster. The
Underground Railroad Quilted Wall Hanging will be
raffled at our February meeting. Your 2016 membership
dues must be paid by that time to qualify for the drawing.
Renew Your Membership Today!

 Kentucky Circuit Court (Hardin County)
Complaints, 1797-1811 – These include only three
complaints filed in the Hardin Circuit Court.
 District Superior Court of Kentucky records, 17851799 – information about the court and its proceedings
during a period from September 1785 to May 1799.
 Kentucky Circuit Court (Jessamine County)
records, 1800-1823 – legal documents issued by the
Kentucky Circuit Court in Jessamine County from
1800 to 1823.
 Jessamine County Fiscal Court record book, 18981916 – from a bound book of Bonds of Turnpike
Contractors

 CAAGS Surname Badges
For those who would like a badge to wear at the 30th
Anniversary Conference, we will take an order in January
2016 for delivery at the February general meeting. You
can get the form with prices from our website. Please note
that the magnetic style is no longer available. Contact
Norma Bates for more info teapotnorma@yahoo.com
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 Kentucky County Court (Muhlenberg County)
records, 1801-1812 – miscellaneous depositions,
bonds, summons, and other legal papers issued in
Muhlenberg County, Ky.

Both Family Tree Builder and Family Tree Maker will
keep “mirrors” of your data in your Windows or Macintosh
system and in the MyHeritage web site. Both products will
allow access from handheld tablet computers and
“smartphones.” Several genealogy programs will copy data
to web sites but only two of them that I know of support
true two-way synchronization: Family Tree Builder from
MyHeritage and the soon-to-be defunct Family Tree Maker
from Ancestry. You can enter new data or make updates to
existing data either on either the web site or in the desktop
or handheld products, then synchronize (automatically
update) the same changes to the other devices. If you have
previously synchronized your genealogy data from your
computer to Ancestry.com, you will be pleased to know
that you can do the same with MyHeritage.com.

You can read more at http://goo.gl/tb0HZE while images of
the documents may be seen at http://goo.gl/WYlsMi.
-- Thanks to newsletter reader Nathan W. Murphy for telling
Eastman Online Genealogy about this new collection.

A Special Offer for Family Tree Maker Users:
MyHeritage is Offering the Family Tree Builder
Genealogy Program for Windows and Macintosh
PLUS an Unlimited Size Family Site for FREE
The recent announcement by Ancestry of the “retirement”
of Family Tree Maker (see http://goo.gl/BCk2qO for
details) has turned out to be a great gift for other genealogy
software producers. Thousands of disappointed
genealogists are now looking for alternative products.
Several companies have announced “special offers” for
Family Tree Maker users who wish to switch to a Windows
or Macintosh program that will remain supported for some
time. This new announcement this morning from
MyHeritage should be seriously considered by any Family
Tree Maker user.

Both Family Tree Builder and Family Tree Maker will
allow for private web sites visible only to the uploader and
invited guests or for public web sites visible to everyone in
the world. The user remains in control of his or her own
data.

MyHeritage has announced a two-pronged offer: both
Family Tree Builder software and an unlimited size Family
Site for FREE. Of course, Family Tree Builder software
for both Windows and Macintosh has always been free.
(See my Free Genealogy Software article at
http://blog.eogn.com/2015/12/10/free-genealogy-software
for details.) The real gem in this announcement is the offer
of a FREE family web site of unlimited size on
MyHeritage.com.

Daniel Horowitz, the Genealogy and Translation Manager
at MyHeritage, sent an email to me this morning to tell me
of the new announcement, He wrote:

Until today, family web sites on the MyHeritage.com web
site were free for databases of up to 250 people. Larger
databases required payment, however. Today’s
announcement for users of Family Tree Maker changes
that.

“At MyHeritage, we believe there is still a place in the
world for genealogy software, and there is value in the
ability to work offline, and enjoy more powerful
functionality that many websites cannot offer. We also
believe that people should be able to discover and preserve
their family history on whatever platform they are
comfortable with. That’s why we are constantly innovating
new technologies and enhancing our website, mobile apps
and our Family Tree Builder genealogy software.
“We are delighted to offer FTM users who move to
MyHeritage, and who choose to sync their family tree with
their MyHeritage family site, unlimited tree size capacity
on their online family site, which is normally limited to 250
individuals on a free account.”
The following was written by MyHeritage:

FTM Users: Join MyHeritage and get Family Tree
Builder with an Unlimited Size Family Site for Free
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As you may have heard, Ancestry® has recently announced
that it will no longer sell its Family Tree Maker® (FTM),
with further plans to discontinue support for the program.
At MyHeritage, we believe there is still a place in the world
for genealogy software, and there is value in the ability to
work offline, and enjoy more powerful functionality that
many websites cannot offer. We also believe that people
should be able to discover and preserve their family history
on whatever platform they are comfortable with. That’s
why we are constantly innovating new technologies and
enhancing our website, mobile apps and our Family Tree
Builder genealogy software.

online backup of your tree data, and more. If you choose to
sync, we will be happy to gift you with unlimited tree size
capacity on your online family site, which is normally
limited to 250 individuals on a free account. Simply email
our support team at upgrade@myheritage.com to ask for
this free upgrade. Feel free to email us if you have any
questions regarding the transfer of your data to Family Tree
Builder.
To proceed, export your current family tree from FTM or
Ancestry® into a GEDCOM file, download and install
Family Tree Builder using the links above, import your
GEDCOM into Family Tree Builder, and let the good times
roll.
For assistance on how to export your current tree as a
GEDCOM file from another genealogy software or
website, read our quick step by step guide.
Family Tree Builder 7.0 features full tree syncing, Smart
Matches and Record Matches, photo tools, charts, maps,
consistency checks and much more.
In early 2016, we will release Family Tree Builder 8.0,
which we have been developing for the past two years.
Some of our power users are currently testing it in beta, and
are enthusiastic about the new version’s improvements.
We’ve invested significant resources to rewrite the
program’s internals in order to support very large family
trees (up to 500,000 individuals), with faster performance.

MyHeritage Family Tree Builder
So for all disappointed FTM users looking for alternative
genealogy software, look no further! MyHeritage Family
Tree Builder is the ideal tool to continue growing your
family tree, and open new frontiers of research. You’ll
enjoy its innovative technologies and easy-to-use features.

*** UPDATE ***
Work Has Stopped on Identifying as Many as 7,000
Unmarked and Undocumented Graves in Westland, MI

Family Tree Builder is FREE and you can use it to build a
tree of up to 100,000 individuals on your computer. This is
not an imposed size limit, but rather a technical limitation,
but if you have a larger tree, you can use our new version
that’s in beta.

A group of volunteers attempting to uncover and identify
the graves of as many as 7,000 forgotten people has run
into resistance from Wayne County officials.
Citing liability concerns, the county has told members of
the Eloise Cemetery Research Project to cease their work at
the site near the former Eloise Hospital until they obtain
insurance and present a formal project plan in conjunction
with the Friends of Eloise, a nonprofit dedicated to
researching and preserving the hospital’s history.

Download Family Tree Builder now
https://www.myheritage.com/family-tree-builder
Family Tree Builder is also available for Mac through the
Family Tree Builder Mac Extension.
Download Family Tree Builder Mac Extension
http://www.myheritage.com/family-tree-builder

CAAGS DNA Interest Group 2016
January 23rd, April 23rd, July 23rd, October 22nd
9am -12 noon
Los Angeles Family History Library
10741 Santa Monica Blvd.
Los Angeles, CA 90025

Former FTM users: after installing Family Tree Builder, we
recommend that you sync your family tree with your
MyHeritage family site. You’ll get many benefits such as
enhanced Smart Matches and Record Matches, ability to
view and edit your tree using our free mobile apps, robust
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CAAGS 30th
ANNIVERSARY CONFERENCE
African American History
Is America’s History:
Reaching In, Reaching Out
March 17 - 19, 2016
Radisson Hotel Los Angeles at the
University of Southern California (USC)
3540 South Figueroa St.
Los Angeles, California 90007
The Conference will consist of plenary and breakout sessions designed for family history and/or
genealogy researchers at all levels - beginning,
intermediate, advanced - research methodologies
and writing, importance of DNA testing, the
military, culture and celebrations, special
populations and relationships, diversity within the
Black diaspora, African American history in
California and other topics related
to the conference theme.
For hotel reservations, contact the Radisson at (213)
748-4141, and request the rate ($179 + hotel taxes)
for the California African American
Genealogical Society Conference, visit our web
site www.caags.org, email conference@caags.org,
or call (323) 806-5634.

Neither the newsletter editor nor CAAGS guarantees publication of any submission. Submissions for the newsletter are
due by the third Saturday of each month. Please email your submissions or inquiries to CAAGS@hotmail.com

In United States history, a free negro or free black was the
legal status in the territory of the United States of an
African American person who was not a slave. The term
was in use before the independence of the Thirteen
Colonies and elsewhere in British North America until the
abolition of slavery in the United States in 1865.

2016 Calendar of Events
On going
CAAGS Writers Group (monthly)
DNA Interest Group (quarterly)
Check our website for meeting details, www.caags.org

How do you research free people of color or free
blacks?
First we need to determine how they became free and what
was the catalyst for their freedom. Former slaves were
typically freed through a process known as Manumission.
Manumission is the act of a slave owner freeing his or her
slaves. Different approaches developed, each specific to the
time and place of a society’s slave system.

February 20
CAAGS General Meeting, 11:45am Beginner/Intermediate
classes; 1-3pm general meeting and guest speaker
Your 2016 membership dues must be paid by this date to
qualify for the Quilted Wall Hanging raffle.
March 12
Discover Your Roots, for more information visit
DiscoverYourRoots.org

The motivations of slave owners in manumitting slaves
were complex and varied. Firstly, manumission may
present itself as a sentimental and benevolent gesture. One
typical scenario was the freeing in the master’s will of a
devoted servant after long years of service. Manumission
papers are often housed in county courthouses, family
papers, universities, public and genealogical libraries.

March 17-19, 2016
CAAGS 30th Anniversary Conference. For registration
and exhibitor info check our website www.caags.org
April 16
CAAGS General Meeting, 11:45am Beginner/Intermediate
classes; 1-3pm general meeting and guest speaker

For a genealogist researching African American history
these papers are a gold mine! Why? Because they include
the name of the slave, the owner and the reason why they
are manumitting the slave. In the South, most free black
were required to register at the County Courthouse and
carry their “freedom papers” when traveling throughout the
county or the state. Free blacks often lived in fear of being
captured and enslaved. This fear was heightened with the
passing of the 1850 Fugitive Slave Act.

* The calendar is subject to change without notice.
Please check our website for the most up to date
information, www.caags.org or call (323)806-5634

How Do You Know If Your Ancestor Was a
Free Person of Color?
Typically this information is passed down through oral
history, or you have discovered it during your research.
Free persons of color were enumerated in the United States
Federal Census records prior to emancipation. For example,
a free person of color would have been enumerated in
the 1860 U.S. Federal Census and their race would have
been listed as well. When trying to determine if your
ancestors were free persons of color or enslaved, it is
important to remember that the status of a child was based
on the status of their mother. If the mother was a free then
the child was free. If the mother was enslaved then the
child was enslaved.

— Kenyatta D. Berry (taken from genealogyroadshow.com)

How Building Your Family Tree on Famberry
Could Help you Claim an Inheritance
This may be a first for any genealogy software product: an
automated method of looking for an inheritance. The
following announcement was written by the folks at
Famberry:
London, England (December 2015) – Famberry
(www.famberry.com), the private collaborative family tree
builder, is pleased to announce the release of a new
innovative Family Tree Builder with technology to help
you claim an unknown inheritance. Building your photo
family tree on Famberry has never been easier with new
innovative controls, artistic themes that allow you to
customize the look of your family tree and a whole host of
other features, including; timelines, personal photo albums

What does it mean to be a free person of color?
The term free people of color (French: gens de couleur
libres), in the context of the history of slavery in the
Americas, at first specifically referred to persons of partial
African and European descent who were not enslaved. The
term was especially used in the French colonies, including
La Louisiane and settlements on Caribbean islands, such as
Saint-Domingue, Guadeloupe, Martiniqueand Jamaica.
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and messaging. With Famberry, building your family tree
and preserving your family history is truly a family activity.

About Famberry
Famberry, based in London, England was started in 2013
by families who were frustrated with the lack of privacy
and controls on social networks and wanted a place that
their family life could be documented, without being sold
or shared with unknown third parties. With award winning
customer service, Famberry lets you access your family
tree, photos and keep in contact with your family anywhere
that you have access to the Internet.

The new family tree builder gives members the chance to
claim a real inheritance that could be worth millions. Each
day we check your Famberry family tree against the UK
unclaimed estates list and notify the relevant family
member if we find indications that they may be entitled to
an inheritance. Each inheritance could be monetary,
possessions or property and could be worth thousands or
millions of pounds.

Easy File Encryption on your Chromebook,
Windows, or Macintosh Computer with miniLock

The free new service is provided as part of complete rewrite of the popular family tree builder, which also boasts
an innovative family photo album, shared family organiser
and a private family social network making it an ideal and
cost effective place to preserve and share your family
history.

A few people have phobias about placing their personal
files in online file storage services, even though the online
services have proven to be safer and more reliable than
saving the same files on your own computer’s hard drive.
Sadly, most of these users do not know how easy it is to
add bulletproof security: simply encrypt your files before
storing them ANYWHERE: online, on your computer’s
hard drive, in a flashdrive, or anyplace else. Encryption is
used by military and government agencies, by banks, by
stock brokers, and, yes, even by drug dealers, to make sure
nobody else can read the information. You can do the same.
Encryption works well.

Famberry’s photo album functionality looks set to bring the
family album into the 21st century. Not only can you store
up to 2Gb (that’s thousands of photos) for free; your whole
family can collaborate to collate and share their photo
albums. Full browser screen display of your photo albums,
photo swiping, photo tagging and drag and drop re-ordering
of your photos means that you not only store your photos
but more importantly you can share them with the people
you care about automatically.

I wrote about one easy method of encrypting files in my
Privacy Blog web site at http://goo.gl/AhUUfW. If you
want to keep any files secure, I suggest you read the article
there.

Not stopping there, Famberry’s flagship family social
network has also been re-imaged to allow families to stay
in contact with each other, without worrying about prying
eyes. Family members can share messages, photos, videos
and documents on their own completely private family
social network.

Dick Eastman · October 2015 · Cloud Services

Call for Proposals for the Fairfax Genealogical Society
For the 2016-17 Programs

Famberry’s free service has no restrictions on functionality
and gives a generous 2Gb of photo space to start you
storing your family history with your family. For those who
want even more for their families, Famberry has introduced
new upgrade options. Members can upgrade to a premium
account to share up to 50Gb of space with their family and
a whole host of additional features for only $7.99 a month
or $77 for a yearly subscription. Professional family
historians have the option to store up to 1Tb of photos and
build unlimited client and personal family trees on
Famberry for only $30.99 per month.

The following announcement was written by the Fairfax
Genealogical Society:
(Fairfax, Virginia)—The Fairfax Genealogical Society is
pleased to announce that it is currently accepting speaker
proposals for its 2016-17 programs. Proposals are being
sought for monthly general meetings September 2016
through May 2017, monthly education classes September
2016 through May 2017, a one-day fair to be held 29
October 2016, and a two-day conference to be held 31
March – 1 April 2017. All events are held in Fairfax
County, which is in northern Virginia, just west of
Washington, D.C.

“If you have ever been given a family heirloom, you know
how precious it is; full of history and significance.
Famberry is your family’s digital heirloom, useful today,
but even more precious in the future. Start capturing your
family story together with your family today.”

The Society is always looking for new and exciting topics
that span the range of genealogy and family history
research. Topics may include any facet of genealogical
research. Subjects should draw on the lecturer’s areas of
3
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expertise, yet be broad enough to appeal to a general
audience. Specific proposal requirements and a detailed
description of the opportunities can be found on the
Society’s web site, www.fxgs.org; click on ‘Call for
Papers.’ The deadline for submitting a proposal for any of
these events is 1 March 2016.

3. There are 46 black members in the 114th Congress, the
Hill reported. The first black senator was Hiram Rhodes
Revels, who represented Mississippi from 1870 to 1871,
and the first black congresswoman was Shirley Chisholm,
who represented New York during seven terms.
4. “The Renaissance” was the name of the first black
professional basketball team. They were nicknamed the
Rens and once won an amazing 88 consecutive games.
5. Lincoln University in Oxford, Pennsylvania, became the
first degree-granting historically black university in 1854.
Now, the U.S. has 106, including Florida A&M University
in Tallahassee, North Carolina A&T University in
Greensboro and Howard University in Washington.
6. The first black astronaut was Robert Henry Lawrence
Jr., but he died before he could travel to space. The first
black astronaut in space was Guion Bluford in 1983.
7. A portion of Martin Luther King Jr.’s famous “I Have A
Dream” speech was improvised. At one point, he pushed
his papers aside and “turned his speech into a sermon,”
PBS noted. “All of a sudden, this thing came to me that I
have used – I’d used it many times before, that thing about
‘I have a dream’ -- and I just felt that I wanted to use it
here,” King said later.
8. Potato chips were invented by a black man. In 1853, a
restaurant customer sent his French fries back to the
kitchen because they were too thick. The chef, George
Crum, cut a bunch of potatoes as thin as he could, fried
them crisp in anger and, voila, the potato chip was born,
according to howstuffworks. The golf tee, gas mask and
modern blood bank were also invented by African
Americans.
9. The first black Nobel Peace Prize winner was Ralph J.
Bunche, who won in 1950 for his mediation efforts in
Palestine. The first black Oscar winner was Hattie
McDaniel for her portrayal of Mammy in “Gone with the
Wind.” She won as best supporting actress.
10. Robert Abbott became the first black millionaire after
he founded the weekly newspaper, the Chicago Defender,
in 1905. BET founder Robert L. Johnson became the first
black billionaire in 2000.

The Fairfax Genealogical Society was founded as a not-forprofit organization in 1974 to provide educational
opportunities to the genealogical community; to promote
cooperation and support among genealogists; to encourage
sound genealogical methods, standards of accuracy, and
scholarly research; and to aid those doing research in the
national capital area. The Society also hosts two annual
conferences. Additional information on the Society can be
found on the Society’s web site (www.fxgs.org).

Black History Month Facts: Interesting Trivia About
The February Celebration Of African-Americans
The U.S. celebrates Black History Month in February to
honor African-Americans' achievements and contributions
to society. People and organizations across the country hold
events to recognize pioneers such as Rosa Parks, Thurgood
Marshall and Jackie Robinson. In its earliest form, the
tradition is almost 90 years old, but some people don’t
know its origins.
Historian Carter G. Woodson established Negro History
Week, which began Feb. 12, 1926. He scheduled it at that
time to match up with the birthdays of Frederick Douglass
and President Abraham Lincoln, according to the U.S.
Census Bureau.
In 1976, Negro History Week became Black History
Month. President Gerald Ford urged the public to “seize the
opportunity to honor the too-often neglected
accomplishments of black Americans in every area of
endeavor throughout our history,” according to the
International Association of Official Human Rights
Agencies.

- By Julia Glum@superjuliaOn

Nowadays, every Black History Month has a different
theme. This year, it is “A Century of Black Life, History
and Culture.” Below are 10 more facts related to the
celebration:

*** CAAGS Membership Drive ***
Please remember to renew your membership to our Society.
Existing members who have not renewed by our March
2016 meeting will be dropped from our roster.
The Underground Railroad Quilted Wall Hanging will
be raffled at our February meeting. Your 2016
membership dues must be paid by that time to qualify for
the drawing. Renew Your Membership Today!

1. Canada and the U.K. have their own Black History
Months. Canada also marks it in February, but the U.K.
marks its own in October.
2. Recent counts put the black population of the U.S. at 45
million. New York has the highest number of black
residents, with 3.7 million, while Washington has the
highest proportion of African-Americans, with 51 percent.
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CAAGS will celebrate its 30th year of existence at
an inspiring conference that is being planned for March
17-18, 2016. With 24 lectures, and five plenary
group sessions, the opportunities to gain new knowledge
and skills within two days will be phenomenal. The
evening reception at the California African American
Museum, the Black History and Cemetery Tours,
capped off with an evening of entertainment, “1940’s at
Club Sweet Lorraine’s” and remember that we will also
be celebrating “Women’s History Month.”
We are hoping that all CAAGS Members and others
from around the city, across the country, will support the
conference and join us!
We actually started the 30th Anniversary celebration at
our February meeting with a members-only quilted
wall hanging raffle. My gratitude and “thank you” goes
to Norma Bates and Tommie Mallet, the professional
quilters who created the “Underground Railroad
Quilt.” It is a true masterpiece. All CAAGS members
who were present were eligible for the drawing. The
surprised winner was LAVERNE ANDERSON.

Neither the newsletter editor nor CAAGS guarantees publication of any submission. Submissions for the newsletter are
due by the third Saturday of each month. Please email your submissions or inquiries to CAAGS@hotmail.com

LaVerne has been an active CAAGS member since
1994 and served as the Librarian from 2005 to 2016. She is
a retired laboratory chemist and has been researching the
surnames of Savage, Burroughs, Foreman and Poole, in the
states of Alabama and West Virginia.

The Suzanne Winsor Freeman Memorial Student
Genealogy Grant Committee and the Southern California
Genealogical Society Jamboree are pleased to announce the
2016 Student Grant and Jamboree Scholarship. Student
genealogists between the ages of 18 and 23 are eligible to
apply for the $500 cash award and full registration
scholarship for the 2016 SCGS Jamboree to be held in
Burbank, California June 3-5, 2016.

I was pleasantly surprised during a session at the AAHGS
conference on October 2015, when a man stood and asked
if anyone knew his cousin, LaVerne Anderson, whom he
had never met, but he saw her name listed in the conference
surname booklet. I cautiously raised my hand and
indicated that she was my conference hotel room
mate. They met, and were subsequently able to add a
cousin to their family trees.

The Student Grant was established in 2010 by family and
friends in memory of Suzanne Winsor Freeman, family
historian and life-long volunteer, and an enthusiastic annual
attendee at the SCGS Jamboree. The 2016 Southern
California Genealogy Jamboree sponsored by the Southern
California Genealogical Society will provide a full
conference registration to the SCGS Jamboree in June
where the award will be presented. This is a unique
opportunity for a young genealogist to attend a premiere
regional conference and meet genealogists from throughout
the nation.

Attending CAAGS 30th Anniversary Conference may
result in you finding a new cousin…I hope to see
everybody there!!

2016 Calendar of Events

Born in Olathe, Kansas, Suzanne Winsor (Brown) Freeman
moved to Orange County, California with her family in the
early 1930s where she attended school and lived most of
her life. She developed a strong interest in family history
sparked by the stories of her mother’s early life in Colorado
and Kansas. After retirement Suzanne moved to Green
Valley, Arizona where she was active in the local
genealogy society. She enjoyed returning to Southern
California each year in June to attend the SCGS Jamboree.
Suzanne passed away after a brief illness in Tucson,
Arizona August 28, 2010.

On going
CAAGS Writers Group (monthly)
DNA Interest Group (quarterly)
Check our website for meeting details, www.caags.org
March 12
Discover Your Roots, for more information visit
DiscoverYourRoots.org
March 17-19, 2016
CAAGS 30th Anniversary Conference. For registration
and exhibitor info check our website www.caags.org

The $500 cash award pays tribute to these interests by
awarding the annual cash grant to a young genealogist
attending the Jamboree. In addition, a student scholarship
for conference registration to the Annual Southern
California Genealogy Jamboree will be provided by the
Jamboree conference.

April 16
CAAGS General Meeting, 11:45am Beginner/Intermediate
classes; 1-3pm general meeting and guest speaker
May 21
CAAGS General Meeting, 11:45am Beginner/Intermediate
classes; 1-3pm general meeting and guest speaker

Any genealogist who is between the ages of 18 and 23 as of
June 2, 2016 and a current student (full-time or part-time)
is eligible to apply. The award will be presented at the
Jamboree Scholarship Breakfast Sunday, June 5, 2016; the
recipient must be present to receive the award. See the
Grant Application for eligibility details.

* The calendar is subject to change without notice.
Please check our website for the most up to date
information, www.caags.org or call (323)806-5634

Funding for the cash award is provided by the family grant
program; Jamboree registration is provided by the
conference. Application deadline is March 20, 2016
midnight Pacific Daylight Time. Application details and
forms are available at the Student Grant Webpage
http://www.thefamilycurator.com/swf-grant.

2016 Student Genealogy Grant Applications Invited for
the Suzanne Winsor Freeman Memorial Student
Genealogy Grant
The following announcement was written by Denise May
Levenick and Paul Woodbury:
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and newspaper collections that may not be available
elsewhere. Any locality-based research should always
include the catalog of the Family History Library,
repository of the world’s largest collection of genealogy
research and records.
 Dig into Court Records
Minutes of local court proceedings are another rich source
of local history, including property disputes, the layout out
of roads, deed and will entries, and civil complaints. Estate
inventories--even if not the estates of your ancestors--are a
rich source for learning about the types of items a typical
family might own in that time and place, along with their
relative worth. In New Zealand, the minutes of the Maori
Land Court are especially rich with whakapapa (Maori
genealogies), as well as place names and burial ground
locations.
 Interview the Residents
Talking to people who actually live in your town of interest
can often turn up interesting nuggets of information you'll
find nowhere else. Of course nothing beats an onsite visit
and first-hand interviews, but the Internet and email also
makes it easy to interview people who live halfway around
the world. The local historical society - if one exists - may
be able to point you to likely candidates. Or just try
googling for local residents who appear to show an interest
in local history - perhaps those researching their family
genealogy. Even if their family history interest is
elsewhere, they may be willing to help you locate historical
information on the place they call home.
 Google for the Goods
The Internet is quickly becoming one of the richest sources
for local history research. Many libraries and historical
societies are putting their special collections of local
historical materials into digital form and making them
available online. The Summit Memory Project is just one
such example, a collaborative county-wide effort
administered by the Akron-Summit County Public Library
in Ohio. Local history blogs such as the Ann Arbor Local
History Blog and Epsom, NH History Blog, message
boards, mailing lists, and personal and town websites are
all potential sources of local history. Do a search on the
name of the town or village along with search terms such as
history, church, cemetery, battle, or migration, depending
upon your particular focus. A Google Images search can be
helpful for turning up photos as well.
 Read all About It (Historical Newspapers)
Obituaries, death notices, marriage announcements and
society columns capsule the lives of the local residents.
Public announcements and advertisements show what
residents found important, and provide interesting insight
into a town, from what residents ate and wore, to the social
customs that governed their day-to-day life. Newspapers
are also rich sources of information on local events and
town news.

Genealogy of a Town
Resources for Researching Local History
By Kimberly Powell

Genealogy Expert

Getty / Sherman

Each town, whether in America, England, Canada or China,
has its own story to tell. Sometimes the great events of
history will have affected the community, while other times
the community will have generated its own fascinating
dramas. Researching the local history of the town, village
or city where your ancestors lived is a big step toward
understanding what their life was like - the people, places
and events that impacted the course of their own personal
history.
 Read Published Local Histories
Local histories, especially county and town histories, are
full of collected genealogical information. Often they
profile every family who lived in the town, providing as
complete a family structure as the early records (often
including family Bibles) permit. Even when your ancestor's
name does not appear in the index, browsing through or
reading a published local history can provide a great head
start into understanding the community in which they lived.
 Map Out the Town
Historical maps of a city, town or village may provide
details on the town's original layout and buildings, as well
as the names and locations of many of the town residents.
Tithe maps, for example, were produced for about 75
percent of the parishes and towns in England and Wales
during the 1840s to document the land subject to tithe
(local payments due to the parish for the upkeep of local
church and clergy), along with the names of the property
owners. Many types of historical maps can be useful for
locality research, including city and county atlases, plat
maps and fire insurance maps, among others.
 Look at the Library
Libraries are often a rich repository of local history
information, including published local histories, directories,
and collections of local records that may not be available
elsewhere. Begin by investigating the website of the local
library, looking for sections titled "local history" or
"genealogy," as well as searching the online catalog, if
available. State and University libraries should also not be
overlooked, as they are often the repositories of manuscript
3
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7. Who else is named?
All associates mentioned in a deed, whether the grantor or
grantee, witnesses, etc. are a potential source of
genealogical clues. Do any of these associates or even
people with the same surnames as the associates, appear in
other records with your ancestor? If so, they should be
further researched for a possible connection. They may just
hold the clue to your ancestor’s place of origin, religious
affiliation, or wife’s maiden name.

10 Important Clues to Follow Up in Deeds
Deeds and other land records are an important part of
building any family tree. Outside of telling you what land
your ancestors may have owned, and where it was located,
deeds are also a potential source of information on family
members, family relationships, and other locations in which
your ancestor lived. Each time you read a deed for your
ancestor, ask yourself the following questions.

8. Is there a release of dower rights?
If the grantor (seller) is a married man, did his wife also
sign the deed or execute a separate release of her dower
rights? Dower refers to a widow’s right to a lifetime
interest in one-third of her husband’s lands. If the husband
sold any land during their marriage, the deed usually
included the wife’s relinquishment of this dower interest so
the individual purchasing the land was guaranteed that she
wouldn't sue after her husband’s death to reclaim her dower
interest. If nothing else, this provides evidence of a wife’s
name, along with a time and place in which she was living.

1. Is your ancestor selling property?
If so, how did he acquire it? Trace your way back through
the grantee deed indexes to learn when and from whom
your ancestor first acquired or purchased the land that he’s
selling.
2. Where is the property located?
Get a good topographic map covering the area where your
ancestor lived and locate your ancestor’s property on the
map.
3. What is the date?
The date a deed was written is not always the date it was
recorded at the courthouse. It’s actually not that unusual to
find a deed recorded many years or even decades after it
was written, and the delay between the two dates may
indicate a change in the family such as the coming of age of
a minor child or the death or remarriage of a surviving
parent.

9. Did he sign with an X?
Investigate the signatures of all interested parties to the
deeds and make note of how each person signed, whether
with their full name, initials, or an X or cross. Unless the
deed is an original passed down through the family, marks
and signatures found in deed books are generally copies,
faithfully recorded by the county clerk. Marks, such as X or
a sideways E, were usually copied by the recorder as
exactly as possible. Full signatures, however, are of less use
for identification, other than the fact that the individual was
literate and could sign their name, as the recorded copies
generally do not replicate the original handwriting.

4. What was the purchase price?
Is the purchase price of the land in line with the amount of
acreage and location? Compare the transaction details with
those of other deeds in the area and time period. Land
granted “for love and affection” or for a token purchase
price such as $1 or $25 may sometimes, but not always,
indicate a family relationship.

10. Have you read every word?
A working knowledge of legal terminology in the time and
place in which you are researching, along with a good legal
reference such as an older version of Black’s or Bouvier’s
Law Dictionary, can reveal important distinctions between
standard “boiler plate” language and words or phrases that
may have significant implications for solving genealogical
problems.

5. Are there multiple grantors (sellers)?
Deeds with multiple grantors, or sellers, other than husband
and wife, may be “estate sales.” This is especially likely
when many of the grantors share the same surname. Not all
sales of land by “heirs” will necessarily indicate that the
individuals are related, or even that they are heirs to the
estate, however. Look for related probate records, and also
follow up each of the individuals in census and other
records to determine their relationship, if any.

--Taken from gotgenealogy.com Updated July 28, 2015

*** CAAGS Membership Drive ***
Please remember to renew your membership to our Society.
Existing members who have not renewed by our March
2016 meeting will be dropped from our roster.
Renew Your Membership Today!

6. Are adjacent landowners mentioned by name?
Neighbors of your ancestors can often be found mentioned
in deeds. Some of these adjacent landowners may just be
the typical neighbor next door. But it’s also possible that
some could be parents, cousins, children or family friends.
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California African American Genealogical Society
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General Membership Meetings
Third Saturday monthly at 11:45am (dark July and
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Mayme Clayton Library and Museum (MCLM)
4130 Overland Ave., Culver City, CA 90230-3734
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2016 Board of Directors
Elected Officers
Dr. Edna Briggs – President
Ronald Higgins – Immediate Past President
Ron Batiste – First Vice President
Carolyn Conway – Second Vice President /Membership
Shirley Hurt – Corresponding Secretary
Open – Recording Secretary
Christina Ashe – Treasurer
Dr. Stanley Viltz – Parliamentarian
Committee Chairs/Appointed Officers
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LaVerne Anderson – Librarian
Carol Johnson-Harris – Historian
Monica Maurasse – Newsletter Editor
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Open – Volunteer Chairman
Website – www.caags.org ☎ (323) 806-5634

CAAGS Members:
We had an excellent 30th Anniversary Conference with a
wonderful selection of very knowledgeable presenters
and many great lectures to choose from for the breakout
sessions. The tours and play were also successful. I was
very proud to be a part of this landmark event. This
conference will be remembered for years to come by
those whom attended.
To our leader, Dr. Edna Briggs, I know you had a
committee to assist with some of the tasks but,
I want to personally ‘THANK YOU’ Dr. Edna Briggs,
President of CAAGS, for all the great work you did to
make sure this conference was a great success. You went
above and beyond the call of duty. We know you put in
numerous hours of your time. Thank you, Edna for the
sacrifice of your time, the long days and late nights. I
appreciated all the emails and conference calls that kept
us up to date with the conference status and with the
selection process that resulted in the excellent speakers
we had. You showed true leadership skills.
I appreciate you, I salute you…..
Carolyn Conway, Second Vice President, Membership

Neither the newsletter editor nor CAAGS guarantees publication of any submission. Submissions for the newsletter are
due by the third Saturday of each month. Please email your submissions or inquiries to CAAGS@hotmail.com

In 1872, the First African Methodist Episcopal Church of
Los Angeles (First A.M.E. or FAME) was established
under the sponsorship of Biddy Mason, an African
American nurse and a California real estate entrepreneur
and philanthropist, and her son-in-law Charles Owens. The
church now has a membership of more than 19,000
individuals.

2016 Calendar of Events
On going
CAAGS Writers Group (monthly)
DNA Interest Group (quarterly)
Check our website for meeting details, www.caags.org

The first branch of the NAACP in California was
established in Los Angeles in 1913.

April 16
CAAGS General Meeting, 11:45am Beginner/Intermediate
classes; 1-3pm general meeting and guest speaker

From approximately 1920 to 1955, Central Avenue was the
heart of the African-American community in Los Angeles,
with active rhythm and blues and jazz music scenes.

May 21
CAAGS General Meeting, 11:45am Beginner/Intermediate
classes; 1-3pm general meeting and guest speaker

Jazz legend Charles Mingus was born in Los Angeles in
1922. Raised largely in the Watts area of Los Angeles, he
recorded in a band in Los Angeles in the 1940s.

* The calendar is subject to change without notice.
Please check our website for the most up to date
information, www.caags.org or call (323)806-5634

House History Research
How to Trace the Genealogy of Your Home or
Other Building

Did you know…
History of African Americans in Los Angeles

By Kimberly Powell, Genealogy Expert aboutgenealogy.com

When Los Angeles was first established in 1781, 26 of the
46 original settlers were black or mulatto, meaning a
mixture of African and Spanish origins.

Have you ever wondered about the history of your house,
apartment, church or other building? When was it built?
Why was it built? Who owned it? What happened to the
people who lived and/or died there? Or, my perennial
favorite question as a child, does it have any secret tunnels
or cubbyholes? Whether you're looking for documentation
for historic status or are just plain inquisitive, tracing a
property's history and learning about the people who have
lived there can be a fascinating and fulfilling project.

Beginning in 1793, Juan Francisco Reyes, a mulatto settler,
served as elected mayor of Los Angeles. A member of the
1769 Portola expedition, Reyes would serve three terms as
mayor.
Pío Pico, California’s last governor under Mexican Rule,
was of mixed Spanish, African and Native American
ancestry. Pico spent his last days in Los Angeles, dying in
1894 at the home of his daughter Joaquina Pico Moreno in
Los Angeles. He was buried in the old Calvary Cemetery
on North Broadway in Downtown Los Angeles, before his
remains were relocated.

When conducting research on buildings there are usually
two types of information that people search for: 1)
architectural facts, such as date of construction, name of
architect or builder, construction materials, and physical
changes over time; and 2) historical facts, such as
information on the original owner and other residents
through time, or interesting events associated with the
building or area.

Blacks and mulattoes did not face legal discrimination until
after California was handed over to the United States in
1848. Many white Southerners who came to California
during the Gold Rush brought with them racist attitudes
and ideals. In 1850, there were twelve black people
registered as residents of Los Angeles. Because many
blacks were enslaved until abolition in 1865, few blacks
migrated to Los Angeles before then. Due to the
construction of the Santa Fe Railroad and a settlement
increase in 1880, increasing numbers of blacks came to Los
Angeles. By 1900, 2,131 African-Americans, the second
largest black population in California, lived in Los Angeles.

A house history may consist of either type of research, or
be a combination of both. To learn more about the history
of your home or other building:
Get to Know Your Home
Begin your search by looking closely at the building for
clues about its age. Look at the type of construction, the
materials used in construction, the shape of the roofline, the
placement of the windows, etc. These types of features may
prove useful in identifying the architectural style of the
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building, which helps in establishing the general
construction date. Walk around the property looking for
obvious alterations or additions to the building as well as
roadways, paths, trees, fences and other features. It is also
important to look at nearby buildings to see whether they
contain similar features which will also help to date your
property.

you with a book and page where a copy of the actual deed
is located. A number of county deed offices across the U.S.
even provide online access to copies of current, and
sometimes historical, deeds. The free genealogy website
FamilySearch also has many historical deed records online
in digital format.
One piece of information that you will almost always have
for your home or building is the address. Therefore, once
you've learned a bit about the property and looked for local
clues, the next logical step is to search documents that are
based on a building’s address and location. Such
documents, including property records, utility records,
maps, photographs, architectural plans and more, may be
housed in the local library, historical society, local
government offices, or even in private collections.

Talk to relatives, friends, neighbors, even former
employees - anyone who might know something about the
house. Ask them not only for information about the
building, but also about former owners, the land upon
which the house was built, what existed at that location
prior to construction of the house, and the history of the
town/community.
Check family letters, scrapbooks, diaries, and photo albums
for more possible clues. It’s even possible (though not
likely) that you may find an original deed or even a
blueprint for the property.

Check with your local genealogy library or genealogical
society for help finding the location of the following
records in your specific locality.

A thorough search of the property may also yield clues
between walls, floorboards, and other forgotten areas. Old
newspapers were often used as insulation between walls,
while journals, clothing, and other items have been found
in rooms, closets, or fireplaces that for one reason or
another were sealed over. Now I’m not recommending that
you knock holes in the walls unless you are planning a
restoration, but you should be aware of the many secrets
which an older home or building can contain.

Building Permits
Learn where building permits are kept on file for your
building’s neighborhood - these may be held by local
building departments, city planning departments, or even
county or parish offices.
Building permits for older buildings and residences may be
preserved at libraries, historical societies or archives.
Usually filed by street address, building permits can be
especially useful when tracing a house history, often listing
the original owner, architect, builder, construction cost,
dimensions, materials, and date of construction. Alteration
permits provide clues to the building’s physical evolution
over time. On rare occasions, a building permit may also
lead you to a copy of the original blueprints for your
building.

Chain of Title Search
A deed is a legal document used to transfer ownership of
land and property. Examining all of the deeds concerning
your home or other property is a big step toward learning
more about its history. In addition to providing the names
of property owners, deeds may provide information on
construction dates, changes in value and use, and even plot
maps. Begin with the deed for the current owners of the
property and work your way back from one deed to the
next, with each deed providing details on who conveyed the
property to whom. This list of property owners in
succession is known as the “chain of title.” Though often a
tedious process, a title search is the best method for
establishing a chain of ownership for a property.

Utility Records
If other means fail and the building isn’t too old or rural,
the date when utilities were first connected may provide a
good indication of when a building was first occupied (i.e.
a general construction date).
The water company is often the best place to start as these
records generally pre-date electrical, gas and sewer
systems. Just remember that your home could have been
built before these systems existed and, in such cases, the
date of connection will not indicate the construction date.

Begin your search for deeds by learning where they were
recorded and stored for the time and place in which you are
interested. Some jurisdictions are even beginning to place
this information online - allowing you to search for current
property information by address or owner. Next, visit the
registry of deeds (or location where deeds are recorded for
your area) and use the grantee index to search for the
present owner in an index of buyers. The index will provide

Insurance Records
Historical insurance records, most notably fire insurance
claim forms, contain information about the nature of an
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insured building, its contents, value and, possibly, even
floor plans.

in Canada, 1940 in the U.S.) due to privacy concerns, but
available records can usually be found at libraries and
archives, and online for a number of countries including the
United States, Canada, and Great Britain.

For an exhaustive search, contact all insurance companies
who have been active in your area for a long length of time
and ask them to check their records for any policies sold for
that address. Fire insurance maps created by Sanborn and
other companies document the size and shape of buildings,
locations of doors and windows, and construction
materials, as well as street names and property boundaries,
for both big cities and small towns.

Church and Parish Records
Local church and parish records can sometimes be a good
source for death dates and other information about former
occupants of your home. This is a more likely avenue of
research in small towns where there aren’t a lot of
churches, however.

Once you’ve explored the historical records of your home,
one of the best ways to expand on the history of your home
or other building is by tracing its owners. A variety of
standard sources exist which should help you learn who
lived in the house before you, and from there it is just a
matter of using a bit of genealogy research to fill in the
gaps. You should have already learned the names of some
of the previous occupants and, possibly, even the original
owners from the chain of title search covered in part one of
this article.

Newspapers and Obituaries
If you are able to narrow down a death date, then obituaries
can provide you with a wealth of details about the former
occupants of your home. Newspapers can also be good
sources for information on births, marriages, and town
histories, especially if you’re lucky enough to find one
which has been indexed or digitized. You may even find an
article on your home if the owner was prominent in some
way. Check with the local library or historical society to
learn which newspaper was in operation at the time the
former owners lived in the home, and where the archives
are located. The U.S. Newspaper Directory at Chronicling
America is an excellent source for information on what
U.S. newspapers were being published in a particular area
at a particular time, as well as the institutions which hold
copies. A growing number of historical newspapers can
also be found online.

Most archives and libraries also have pamphlets or articles
available which will help you with the specifics of
searching for the previous occupants of your home and
learning more about their life. Some of the basic sources
for tracing the owners of your home include:
Phone Books & City Directories
One of the best sources for information about the people
who lived in your house are old phone books and, if you
live in an urban area, city directories. They can provide you
with a timeline of former occupants, and possibly provide
you with extra details such as occupations. As you search,
it is important to keep in mind that your home may have
had a different street number, and your street may have
even had a different name. City and phone directories, in
combination with old maps, are usually the best source for
these old street names and numbers. You can usually locate
old phone books and city directories at local libraries and
historical societies.

Birth, Marriage and Death Records
If you are able to narrow down a date of birth, marriage or
death, then you should definitely investigate vital records.
Birth, marriage, and death records are available from a
variety of locations, depending upon the location and time
period. Information is readily available on the Internet
which can point you to these records and provide you with
the years they are available.
The history of the homeowners is a big part of the history
of a house. If you’re lucky enough to track former owners
all the way down to living descendants, then you may want
to consider contacting them to learn more. People who have
lived in the home can tell you things about it that you will
never find in public records. Approach them with care and
courtesy, and they may be your best resource yet!

Census Records
Census records, depending upon the location and time
period, may tell you who lived in your home or building,
where they came from, how many children they had, the
value of the property, and more.

CAAGS DNA Interest Group 2016
April 23rd, July 23rd, October 22nd
9am -12 noon
Los Angeles Family History Library
10741 Santa Monica Blvd.
Los Angeles, CA 9002

Census records can be especially useful in narrowing down
birth, death, and even marriage dates which, in turn, can
lead to more records about the homeowners. Census
records are not currently accessible beyond the early 20th
century in most countries (e.g. 1911 in Great Britain, 1921
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President’s Message
Dr. Edna F. Briggs
It is hard to believe that we are near the halfway point in
year 2016. This first half, in my opinion, has been quite
exciting. The Genealogy Roadshow in January, the 30th
Anniversary Conference in March, and an exhilarating
Show & Tell during the April meeting have benefited all
who have attended. Also, the Writers’ Group resumed
its meetings, and the quarterly DNA Interest Group
meetings are on track for the year.
As summer and fall approach, some of the events and
activities that we can look forward to include:
 Continuing to support having volunteers at least one
day per week at the Los Angeles Family Search
Library; develop a plan and process for establishing
an obituary collection within CAAGS Collection;
 Establishing a new collaboration project with the
Northern California African American Genealogical
Society in Oakland, to be focused on officially
documenting our Societies histories;
 Participating as an exhibitor at the SCGS’s 2016
Jamboree in Burbank, CA, June 2-5;
 Attending the International Black Genealogy
Summit (IBGS) to be held in Washington, DC,
September 1-2;
 Attending the grand opening of the new Smithsonian
Museum for African American History and Culture,
September 24, 2016;
 An on-going goal that continues to require attention
is the need to retain current members and attract new
people (all ages) in order to grow our membership,
and improve/increase CAAGS brand for the future.

Website – www.caags.org ☎ (323) 806-5634
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STAY TUNED, 2016 is only nearly halfway over, there is
more to come!!

The Southern California Genealogical Society
47th Annual Southern California Genealogy
Jamboree
The conference will be held at the Los Angeles Marriott
Burbank Airport Hotel, Burbank, California,
Friday through Sunday, June 3-5, 2016.

2016 Calendar of Events
On going
CAAGS Writers Group (monthly)
DNA Interest Group (quarterly)
Check our website for meeting details, www.caags.org

Registration is now open and available on the Jamboree
website. You can either complete your registration through
the online shopping cart or download the registration form
and mail it in.

May 21
CAAGS General Meeting, 11:45am Beginner/Intermediate
classes; 1-3pm general meeting and guest speaker

Jamboree 2016 offers an exceptional educational
opportunity for family historians and genealogists of all
experience levels. The theme for Jamboree 2016 is “Giving
to the Future by Preserving the Past.”

June 3 - 5
47th Annual Southern California Genealogy Jamboree.
Los Angeles Marriott Burbank Airport Hotel, Burbank, Ca,
for more info go to www.jamboree@scgsgenealogy.com.

We welcome all attendees who are interested genealogy
and preserving the past for future generations. Our heritage
focus will be on German, Eastern European, and AfricanAmerican research. Topics covered will include research
methods, analysis and problem solving, organization
techniques, family history writing, the use of technology,
and more.

June 18
CAAGS General Meeting, 11:45am Beginner/Intermediate
classes; 1-3pm general meeting and guest speaker
July/August
Dark. No CAAGS general meetings

Jamboree 2016 will feature:
 Over 55 national, regional and local speakers
JamboFREE sessions Friday morning including
Beginning Genealogy, Librarians’ Boot Camp,
Why and How to Become a Professional
Genealogist, Using Social Media for Genealogy,
and Genealogy & DNA Roundtables
 Five in-depth workshops (separate fee required)
 Research tours Thursday and Friday
 Free exhibit hall throughout the weekend
 Special events each day
 One-on-one research assistance provided by
members of the Southern California Chapter,
Association of Professional Genealogists

September 1-3
3rd International Black Genealogy Summit (IBGS)
Conference, “Oral History Reflections – What Does the
Story Mean to Me?” Crystal Gateway Marriott, 1700
Jefferson Davis Hwy, Arlington, VA.
www.blackgenealogysummit.com
* The calendar is subject to change without notice.
Please check our website for the most up to date
information, www.caags.org or call (323)806-5634
PBS’ “Genealogy Roadshow” Season 3 Premieres May 17
Below are the six episodes for this season. For more
information please check PBS.org/genealogy-roadshow

Back by popular demand, SCGS will hold its 4th
Genetic Genealogy Conference, “The Future of the
Past: Genetic Genealogy 2016,” on Thursday, June 2, also
at the Los Angeles Marriott Burbank Airport Hotel.

Albuquerque – The Old Airport Terminal
Premieres May 17, 2016 at 8:00 p.m. ET
Miami – History Miami Museum
Premieres May 24, 2016 at 8:00 p.m. ET
Houston – Downtown Houston Public Library
Premieres May 31, 2016 at 8:00 p.m. ET
Boston – Faneuil Hall
Premieres June 14, 2016 at 8:00 p.m. ET
Providence – Providence Public Library
Premieres June 21, 2016 at 8:00 p.m. ET
Los Angeles – Union Station
Premieres June 28, 2016 at 8:00 p.m. ET

This conference provides the opportunity to hear from
some of the top leaders in the field of genetic genealogy,
with topics suitable for all levels of experience with using
DNA for genealogical research.
Six intensive workshops will also be offered during this
event that will provide an opportunity for in-depth study of
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genealogical research techniques of interest to a variety of
experience levels (additional fee required). The Genetic
Genealogy Conference is separate from Jamboree, and
separate registration fees apply.

African American Firefighter Museum

VA Announces Future Site of the VA National
Archives to be in Dayton, Ohio
This may affect many genealogists. According to the US
Department of Veterans Affairs:
The Department of Veterans Affairs has announced that the
Dayton VA Medical Center has been officially selected as
the site for the National Department of Veterans Affairs
Archives. Secretary Robert A. McDonald made the
announcement this morning speaking to a group of Daytonarea leaders.

The AAFFM opened it’s doors as a Museum on December
13, 1997. The dedication of the Museum also served as the
acknowledgement of what was believed to be the city’s
first 100 years of service by African American Firefighters
(1897-1997). In 2002, the Los Angeles Times contacted the
AAFFM and stated they had discovered factual information
to indicate the history started before 1897 with a man
named Sam Haskins, who was listed as the first Los
Angeles Fireman of African decent when he was hired in
1892 and killed while responding to a fire in 1895.

“I believe that history is incredibly important to VA. We’re
all about keeping the promises of the past to the Veterans
of the present and the future,” said Secretary McDonald.
“With the necessary capital improvements, I can announce
today that the Dayton Headquarters and Club House
buildings will serve as a fitting home for VA’s National
Archives and we look forward to working with community
leaders to make the archive a reality and to improve the
lives of Veterans.”

Today the AAFFM stands as the first and so far the only
free standing African American Firefighter Museum in the
United States. The first floor contains vintage fire
apparatus, stories and pictures of pioneering African
American Los Angeles Firefighters. The Museum gallery is
located on the second floor with pictures, artifacts and other
memorabilia of African American Firefighters from around
the country. There is a memorial moving tribute to the
firefighters that perished during the 9/11 attack on the
World Trade Center in New York City.

Dayton has a long history of service to our nation’s
Veterans and is home to one of the original United States
Veterans’ facilities. The Ohio community has been caring
for our nation’s Veterans since the Civil War era when it
housed a branch of the A National Home for Disabled
Volunteer Soldiers, a predecessor to the Department of
Veterans Affairs.
The Department of Veterans Affairs and its predecessor
agencies have generated archival records and artifacts from
the time before the Revolutionary War. Many of these
historic materials are stored at the Washington-area
facilities of the National Archives and Records
Administration along with records from other federal
agencies. VA is one of the largest federal agencies and it
owns more historic buildings than any other civilian federal
agency. Many of its historical documents, photographs,
artifacts, and other materials are spread across the country
in its 150 facilities under conditions that do not meet
federal curation standards. The VA Archive at Dayton will
enable VA to organize and protect its important heritage
and eventually share VA’s rich history with the public.

Today the Museum is open to the public and is strictly
volunteer and donation driven. It is a 501 c(3) non-profit
organization and it is available for use by organizations and
individuals that desire to host events such as; meetings,
luncheons, dinners, banquets, book signings, film viewings,
jazz festivals, social dances, receptions and retreats. Our
beloved historian, 96 year old retired Firefighter Arnett
Hartsfield, who passed away in 2014 was our most
cherished volunteer. As a Los Angeles Firefighter during
the 1940s and 50’s he lead the integration of the Los
Angeles Fire Department. As a graduate of USC law
school, he and his fellow firemen known as the Stentorians,
the NAACP and the local community were instrumental in
successfully integrating the LAFD. The stories of the men
that endured that horrific fight are told by the museum’s
photographs, paintings, and artifacts.

My thanks to newsletter reader Claud Sanford for telling
Eastman Genealogy about the announcement.
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The history of the Los Angeles African American
Firefighters has been captured on a two part DVD series
entitled “Engine Company X”. It is available at the
Museum. Since the Museum doors opened in 1997 visitors
from across the world have been educated about the
heritage of African American Firefighters by visiting the
museum.

Captain Burton told a particular story of an African
American Firefighter named Ernie Roberts, who entered
the service around 1947. When Roberts was integrated in
1955, he was amongst the first group of black firefighters
to be sent from Station #30 to another location. When
Firefighter Roberts was attempting to settle into his new
station, a group of white firefighters took Ernie’s
pillowcase while he was out, used it as toilet paper in the
restroom, replaced it on his bed, and turned the lights out.
“The whole practical joke and prank was for Ernie to come
back, get in bed and lay his head in it,” added Burton.

Entering the African American Firefighter Museum,
located across the street from the historic Coca Cola
Building on South Central Avenue in Los Angeles,
California, is like taking a step back in time. The museum
is located at the historic Fire Station #30, which was one of
two segregated firehouses in Los Angeles between 1924
and 1955.

The museum’s purpose is to promote diversity and to stand
up for inequality against all races and genders. Burton said
that while great strides have been made, inequality is still
present. He claims that in present-day there is a decrease in
the hiring of African Americans in the fire service. Burton
continues his recruiting efforts and visits South Los
Angeles schools to speak about firefighting to students.
The African American Firefighter Museum is open to the
public, with free admission, Tuesdays and Thursdays from
10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m., and Sundays from 1:00 p.m. to
4:00 p.m.” The museum is completely run by volunteers
and also completely driven by donations. For more
information about the AAFFM, please visit us on the web
at www.aaffmuseum.org or call us at (213) 744-1730.

Former Museum President and Fire Captain, Brent Burton,
shared numerous stories of African American firefighters
while taking FDNNTV on a tour of the museum’s displays.
“When the fire department integrated, blacks were forced
to sleep in the same bed, in the same location, and the other
black firefighter on the other shift, slept in the same bed.
White firefighters refused to sleep in the same beds that
black firefighters had slept in,” Burton explained.
According to Brent Burton, prior to building Belmont High
School in Belmont, California in 1924, the city was a very
deserted place. However, when the school was built, the
department, community and school district became
concerned about school children looking at African
American firefighters in positions of authority; therefore,
they relocated the African American firefighters to Station
#30. The particular area where the station is located
happened to be where many blacks were beginning to
segregate towards when they migrated to Los Angeles. In
1936, the LAFD opened Station #14 at 34th Street and
Central to blacks. Making it the second station that blacks
could be assigned to. When the stations became integrated
in 1955, firefighters from Station #30 and #14 were
transferred to other stations and were met with extreme
hostility.

Did you know… Broadband Technology Fact Sheet
Our latest survey shows that 70% of Americans have
broadband connections at home. High-speed access to the
internet at home has risen steadily in recent years, and the
“always on” connection typically increases the frequency
with which people use the internet.
In June 2000, when about half of adults were online, only
3% of American households had broadband access.
74% of whites and 62% of African Americans and roughly
half of Hispanics (56%) have high-speed internet access at
home, according to the data collected this past September.

On display in the museum is a plaque that reads “Colored
Served in Rear.” Brent Burton explained, “When the black
firefighters were integrated, they were not allowed to eat
with the white firefighters, and when they did eat, they had
to eat by themselves, bring in their own utensils – pots,
pans, plates, cups, to eat on and eat with. They were forced
out of the kitchen while the white firefighters ate.”

In 2009 65% of whites and 46% of African-Americans
were broadband users (a 19-point gap); In 2010 67% of
whites and 56% of African-Americans were broadband
users (an 11-point gap). See
http://www.pewinternet.org/Reports/2010/Home-Broadband2010.aspx.

In June of 1955, Firefighter Rey Lopez took a photo of a
sign reading, “White Adults”, Arnett Hartsfield submitted it
to the media. This photo exposed the racism within the fire
department and lead to more equal rights in the fire service.
Unfortunately, change did not come quickly.

In contrast to the population as a whole, broadband
adoption among African-Americans grew significantly
between 2009 and 2010.
(Note: These stats are updated whenever new data is available.)
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President’s Message
Dr. Edna F. Briggs
It’s amazing that ½ of the year 2016 has already passed!!
This will be our last newsletter until we return from our
July-August hiatus. During June and the rest of the
summer, please make note of the following:
The Southern California Genealogy Society’s
Jamboree: June 2, - 5, Burbank, CA, Marriott Hotel,
near the Burbank/Bob Hope Airport. Take time to visit:
 The African American Roundtable hosted by
CAAGS Members on Friday, June 3, 8:30 a.m. 12 noon
 CAAGS display in the Exhibit Hall at Table
#138 beginning in at noon on Friday, June 3.
The Freedmen’s Indexing Project: Volunteers are still
needed in order to complete this important project by
June 19th. Training is still available at the LAFS Library
in West Los Angeles. Call (310) 474-9990, if you are
interested in being trained to participate.
CAAGS Members’ Autobiography Summer Writing
Project: Stay tuned for more information about this
project, which will be officially rolled out at our June
meeting.
Most of all, here’s wishing all of you a great and safe
summer. And if you remain in place, or travel to
participate in family gatherings during the summer, do
remember….
“Family faces are magic mirrors. Looking at people who
belong to us, we see the past, present and future. We make
discoveries about ourselves and them.”
---- Gail Lumet Buckley

Neither the newsletter editor nor CAAGS guarantees publication of any submission. Submissions for the newsletter are
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Britain, Israel as well as one from a US Military APO
address.

2016 Calendar of Events

The contest will be reworked for 2017. So there will be no
contest in 2016. Congratulations to our President, Dr. Edna
Briggs

On going
CAAGS Writers Group (monthly)
DNA Interest Group (quarterly)
Check our website for meeting details, www.caags.org

Category 1: submissions from 1,000 to 2,000 words
 First Place – Edna Briggs – Registering to Vote
and the Poll Tax – Los Angeles, CA
 Second Place – Victoria Franzese – War Wounds –
New York, NY
 Third Place –Susan Nickerson – Gabe & Eddie –
San Antonio, FL
 Finalist –Marcia Moston – Of Forbearance and
Fortitude – Taylors, SC
 Honorable Mention –Nancy Kopp – Grandma,
Raspberries and Cream – Manhattan, KS
 Honorable Mention – Michael Coolen – Eat and
Pray Before You Die – Corvallis, OR

June 3-5
47th Annual Southern California Genealogy Jamboree
Burbank, CA. Visit CAAGS at booth #138 in the
Exhibitors Hall, info www.jamboree@scgsgenealogy.com
June 18
CAAGS General Meeting, 11:45am Beginner/Intermediate
classes; 1-3pm general meeting and guest speaker
June 28
Genealogy Roadshow, Los Angeles – Union Station watch
PBS at 8pm ET or check your local listings; CAAGS was
present at this episode.

Some Overlooked Genealogical Research Resources
Ronald Batiste, Presenter (Intermediate Class)
April 16, 2016
 Find-A-Grave - Findagrave.com
 Rootsweb - Rootsweb.com
 US Genweb Project - USGenweb.org
 Specialized libraries
 Alibris - Alibris.com
 Family Search - www. familysearch,org
 Local or area societies
 BYU Family History Library sites.lib.byu/familyhistory
 Google
 Documenting the American South docsouth.unc.edu

July/August
Dark. No CAAGS general meetings
September 1-3
3rd International Black Genealogy Summit (IBGS)
Conference, “Oral History Reflections – What Does the
Story Mean to Me?” Crystal Gateway Marriott, 1700
Jefferson Davis Hwy, Arlington, VA.
www.blackgenealogysummit.com
September 17
Welcome Back - CAAGS General Meeting, 11:45am
Beginner/Intermediate classes; 1-3pm general meeting
followed by Show and Tell
* The calendar is subject to change without notice.
Please check our website for the most up to date
information, www.caags.org or call (323)806-5634

SDAAGRG 20th Anniversary Celebration - August 13th
Harbor House Restaurant at Seaport Village
849 West Harbor Drive, San Diego, CA 92101
$35 pp includes tax and gratuity

2015 GENEii Family History Writers
Congratulations to the winners of the 2015 GENEii Family
History Writers Contest. The contest honors writers who
show mastery in the genres of Memoir and Literary Nonfiction.

Must pay in advance. If interested, money is due to Ron
Higgins at CAAGS June meeting.

This year’s contest had 107 entries from 94 authors. While
this is smaller than last year’s participation, the response
was again global. Twenty-six of the 50 states were
represented. In addition, they had entries from Australia,
Canada, India, Indonesia, The Philippines, Russia, Great

*** Stanley Viltz would like to thank those whom have
sent her cards and expressed their well wishes to her ***
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The Freedman’s Saving and Trust Company,
1865-1874

Preserve Family Recipes Via Video
Here’s an idea. Preserve family recipes by taking videos of
the family member who makes it the best. Perhaps that
person is you.

By Agnes Kane Callum

Ann-Terese Barket, aka The Food Archivist, thinks the
perfect gift just might be a two-inch flash drive containing
the video. Make lots of copies and distribute them as gifts.
The videos do not need to be professional Hollywood
productions. Your family members will probably
appreciate watching the family expert “as is.”
Barket documents family recipes via videos and transcripts
so they may be easily shared with relatives and friends. She
officially started her business after realizing how important
recipes were in maintaining the cherished culinary
memories of her own family.

The Freedman’s Savings and Trust Company is a rare
document that has a rich source of data pertaining to the
ex-slave immediately following the Civil War. It had a
short life span but it left a plethora of information
concerning the depositors, the family, and descendants.

“But unofﬁcially, this has been (happening) since I was a
little girl,” Barket said. “I would watch my dad cook all the
recipes at our El Matador Restaurant. I documented his
every move, and when he passed I felt the need to have a
cookbook ﬁlled with his recipes.”

Congress passed an Act of Incorporation for the
Freedman's Savings and Trust Company and President
Lincoln signed it into law on March 3, 1865. The Savings
and Trust Company was chartered by Congress for the
enhancement of the newly-freed slave, to teach them to
save money for the future, to be thrifty and to be
productive. The objective of the Savings and Trust
Company was straightforward and clear. It was supposed
to be a direct path to economic stability for the Negro.
A branch of the company was opened in Baltimore and
became known as Freedman’s Bank. Many organizations
such as societies, clubs, as well as churches became
members. As early as 1870, St. Francis Xavier Church,
Sinking Society Fund had an account at the bank. The
banking committee was John Peed, Cornelius Thomas and
Paul C. Thomas. The pastor of St. Francis Xavier called a
meeting of all of the societies and suggested that they
initiate a plan to enable the priest executors of the
accounts, so that they could carry out different projects for
the good of the colored people.

You can read more at: http://goo.gl/TIWIkp.
Dick Eastman · April 25, 2016 · Preservation, Video & Television

Pennsylvania to Move the State’s Archives in
Harrisburg
Planning is underway to move the Pennsylvania State
Archives – just days after the state announced its building a
new facility in Harrisburg. The state says the $24 million
facility will help meet the needs of a digital world.
State Archivist David Carmichael says the process to
preserve paper archives is pretty straightforward: control
the environment where it’s stored.
“But when you give me a digital record to preserve, think
about putting it on the shelf and coming back in a hundred
years. The hardware has changed incredibly, the software
to read it has changed. And so we have many different
formats of records that we are going to have to preserve for
hundreds of years, and that is a great, great challenge.”

As a response, St. Francis Xavier Sanctuary Society had
an oyster supper and they deposited their proceeds in the
Freedman’s Bank. Their banking committee members
were Cecelia Lee, Mary Ann Coates and Mary A. Lacer.
In 1873, St. Francis instituted a Burial Society wherein the
members were charged 10 cents a month and the monies
deposited in the Freedman's Bank. The banking committee
was John Peed and Anna Morris.

You can read more in an article by Ben Allen in the WITF
web site at: http://goo.gl/nVBnzo.
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ONEUNITED Bank Sponsors
6TH Annual Essay Contest To
Promote Financial Literacy for Urban Youth

St. Francis reached out to the community and started to
feed the hungry and motherless children in the
neighborhood. Some of the parishioner of St. Francis
Xavier commenced an Orphan Aid Society. They, too,
saved their money in the Freedman’s Bank with a
committee of three, Ellen Johnson, Eliza Thomas and
Mary Jane Heall. This society is a forerunner of St.
Elizabeth Home for Colored Children, which has its
beginning in the 1870s.
There is a possibility that other organizations in the church
used the services of the Bank, but they are not noted in the
Freedman's Bank nor in the announcement book of St.
Francis Xavier 1862-1882.
The announcement book of St. Francis contained the
activities of the church and its members. It consisted of
news and activities of the parishioners, such as, special
occasions, benefits, entertainment programs, collections,
prayers for the sick and the dying, death notices and
marriage bans were also recorded. Rarely were the societies
mentioned except in meetings and in advertisements. The
accounts with the saving bank were not listed.
Several years before the origin of the Freedman’s Bank, the
black soldiers of the Civil War had been saving their
monies in the Saving Bank of Baltimore, which had been
established in the 1818. This took place through an
allotment system supervised by officers of the regiment. In
the Archaic files of the saving bank of Baltimore survives
correspondence which lists the names of the soldiers of the
7th Regiment United States Colored Troops and their
transactions with the bank.

Youth (8-12 years old) can simply:
Read a book about money and write a 250 word essay
about what they learned from the book
Send the essay with the waiver online or by mail.
What a great opportunity to jump start savings
for your child!
BE SURE TO TELL ANYONE YOU KNOW THAT HAS
A CHILD 8-12 YEARS OLD!
Essays may be published by OneUnited Bank. All
submissions must be postmarked or emailed by June 15,
2016. (Children of employees of OneUnited Bank are
ineligible to participate.) Winners will be selected by
OneUnited Bank in our sole discretion. Three (3) winners
will receive a $1,000 savings account by August 31, 2016
(with cooperation from parents). No purchase required.

The Freedman’s Saving Bank seemingly operated well. In
1870, the change its policy of dealing with loans and
investments that created economic problems that caused a
dilemma within the bank financial structure. Frederick
Douglass joined the bank as its president in 1874 to boost
the moral of the depositors. He soon realized that the bank
was in trouble and could not survive. He recommended to
Congress that the bank should close. Congress passed an
act to authorize the trustees to close the bank. By June of
the same year, the extinction of the Freedman's Savings
Bank was complete.

“I GOT BANK!” was written by Teri Williams, President
and COO of OneUnited Bank, to increase financial
awareness among children.
For complete contest details visit:
https://www.oneunited.com/i-got-bank-book/

CAAGS DNA Interest Group 2016
July 23rd and October 22nd
9am -12 noon
Los Angeles Family History Library
10741 Santa Monica Blvd.
Los Angeles, CA 9002
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An Ohio Town Where Races Have Mixed Freely for
More Than 200 Years
Amid the corn and soybean fields of western Ohio lies a
progressive crossroads where black and white isn’t black
and white, where the concept of race has been turned
upside down, where interracial marriages have been the
norm for nearly two centuries. The heavy boots of Jim
Crow have never walked here.
Founded by James Clemens, a freed slave from Virginia
who became a prosperous farmer, Longtown was a
community far ahead of its time, a bold experiment in
integration.
Now that history is in danger of being lost. Longtime
Longtown residents are dying, and whites are moving in
and buying property. Many historically black-owned
buildings have already been torn down or remodeled.
But Clemens’s great-great-great-great-great-great-greatgreat-grandson is working to save his family’s heritage.
Though his eyes are blue and his skin is pale, Connor
Keiser, 22, said that his childhood is filled with memories
of “cousins of all colors” playing in the pastures at the
family farm.
“We were a typical Longtown family. We all looked
different, and we were taught that color didn’t matter,”
Keiser said. “As long as I have anything to do with it,
Longtown won’t die.”
Largely because of Keiser’s efforts, the National Park
Service, the National Register of Historic Places and the
National Underground Railroad Freedom Center have


Continued on page 3
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Our Condolences…

2016 Calendar of Events

It was with profound sadness that we were informed of the
passing of Dr. Stanley Viltz. She passed away, at home on
Thursday, July 14 at 3:50 a.m. Dr. Viltz joined CAAGS in
early 2014, and became the Parliamentarian, a member of
the Writer’s Group and the DNA Special Interest
Group. She vigorously volunteered to represent CAAGS at
various events. The final contribution that she made was
that of participating in the selection of presenters and in
compiling the program for CAAGS’ 30th Anniversary
Conference in March 2016.

On going
CAAGS Writers Group (monthly)
DNA Interest Group (quarterly)
Check our website for meeting details, www.caags.org
September 1-3
3rd International Black Genealogy Summit (IBGS)
Conference, “Oral History Reflections – What Does the
Story Mean to Me?” www.blackgenealogysummit.com
September 17
Welcome Back - CAAGS General Meeting, 11:45am
Beginner/Intermediate classes; 1-3pm general meeting
followed by Show and Tell; Summer Writer’s Project is
due.

CAAGS Member, Cartellia Marie Bryant’s older sister
passed away on Tuesday, June 21, 2016 following a
lengthy illness. Irene Sneed Cooper was a long time
resident of Cathedral City, CA.
CAAGS Member, Corliss Lundy’s husband passed
away. Raymond Lundy was a military veteran.
Arrangements for a memorial service are currently pending
notification from the Riverside National Cemetery.
Condolences, expressions of sympathy, etc., can be
forwarded as follows:
Corliss Lundy, 15056 Fairhaven Drive, Fontana, CA 92336
909-350-2005 (hm) 310-962-8628 (cell)

October 15
CAAGS General Meeting, 11:45am Beginner/Intermediate
classes; 1-3pm general meeting
* The calendar is subject to change without notice.
Please check our website for the most up to date
information, www.caags.org or call (323)806-5634 ☎
CAAGS Writers Group – Summer Project

**** 2017 Nominations for Officers ****
November is CAAGS election month. We are looking for
candidates to fill several offices in 2017. For more info
please contact Carolyn Conway at fam.histr@yahoo.com

The CAAGS Writers Group is sponsoring a “summer”
project that will result in compiling and publishing a book
(or other document) that will contain biographical
information about the Society’s 2016 members. Each
member is being asked to contribute something to the
project. The outlines were sent via email in June that can
be used as guides to assist you. Please choose one or create
your own. You can submit a minimum of 250 words and
include at least one photo with your submission.

Georgia Free Persons of Color
By Michael A. Ports. Genealogical Publishing Co. 2015 & 2016

In 1818, the Georgia legislature required free persons of
color to register with their counties of residence in the
inferior court. Registers for only twenty-one counties
survive. The clerks recorded names, ages, places of
nativity, residence, time of coming into the state and
occupation of each free person of color.

The deadline for submission will be the September 17,
2016 meeting. Please feel free to contact Dr. Edna Briggs
or any member of the Writers Group if you have
questions. Also, feel free to pass the outlines to members
who do not have email.

Mr. Ports transcribed these entries from LDS microfilm of
the original county registers. The books each have an
introduction describing the records and his transcription
methods. Also of note in the introductions: Mr. Ports
describes and writes out certain sections of the Georgia
statutes regarding slave manumissions and free persons of
color. The summaries of these applicable laws to the
registers sets the stage for appreciating the significance of
the records.

CAAGS DNA Interest Group 2016
October 22nd
9am -12 noon
Los Angeles Family History Library
10741 Santa Monica Blvd.
Los Angeles, CA 9002
** This is the last meeting for 2016 **

The Georgia Free Persons of Color volumes are:
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the nation’s first integrated establishments of higher
education. Notable alumni include the first black man to
serve in the U.S. Senate, Hiram R. Revels of Mississippi.
The school, which closed in 1914, fell into disrepair and
until recently was used to store farm equipment.

Volume I
Elbert, Hancock, Jefferson, Liberty, and Warren Counties
1818-1864
Volume II
Appling, Camden, Clarke, Emanuel, Jones, Pulaski, and
Wilkes Counties, 1818-1865
Volume III
Baldwin, Columbia, Lincoln, Lumpkin, Taliferro, and
Thomas Counties, 1799-1865
Volume IV
Chatham County, 1817-1863

The original Clemens farmstead is in better shape; the twostory brick farmhouse, built around 1850, still has its
original fixtures and woodwork. Although the National
Park Service has dispensed $25,000 to restore the property,
Keiser estimated that the project will require an additional
$100,000.

The author, Michael Ports, Ph.D., is a genealogist and
career hydrologist who has authored “Genealogy at a
Glance” guides on Maryland, Ohio, and North Carolina.
His ancestors hail from the Deep South, most notably
Georgia. He continues to work on the free persons of color
registers and hopes to complete all twenty-one counties.

So Keiser has hit the road to appeal for money. He’s been
drawing big crowds to area libraries with his presentation
about the racial harmony of Longtown and the desperate
need to preserve it.
“I don’t think the public was aware this was here,” Keiser
said. “Black history is not talked about a lot in general, and
I think [the fact] that we have that kind of history means
something to a lot of people.”

We are indebted to Mr. Ports for devoting so much time
and effort compiling this data and getting it all published.
He’s done a great service to genealogists and the historical
community.

The racial harmony of Longtown is the legacy of Clemens,
who found his way here in 1818 and purchased 390 acres
— probably with the aid of abolitionist Quakers,
sympathetic Native Americans and, by some accounts, his
former owner in Rockingham County, Va.

Georgia Free Persons of Color (in four volumes so far) by
Michael A. Ports is available from the publisher
at http://www.genealogical.com as well as from Amazon
at https://goo.gl/1vvTDy.

Clemens was of a mixed-race ancestry — black, white and
Native American. So was his wife, Sophia. They served as
a beacon to other integrationists, as well as runaway and
freed slaves looking for succor and education during and
after the Civil War.

Save the Date
48th Annual Southern California Genealogy Jamboree
Hunting Your Heritage
Friday, June 9 through Sunday, June 11, 2017
5th Annual SCGS Genetic Genealogy Conference
Diving Into DNA
Thursday, June 8, 2017

The couple became conductors for the Underground
Railroad and — while the rest of the nation endured
Reconstruction and Jim Crow laws — built a mixed-race
town that numbered close to 1,000 people at its peak in the
1880s.

Workshops (including Friday JamboFREE
presentations)
Thursday, June 8; Friday June 9; Sunday, June 11, 2017
Los Angeles Marriott Burbank Airport
Burbank, California

But Longtown began to falter after World War II, when
residents were forced to seek help from bankers to
modernize their farms.
“When we began to need machinery and bank loans to
expand and grow and become competitive, that’s when
there was trouble,” said Carl Westmoreland, a senior
historian with the National Underground Railroad Freedom
Center who has visited Longtown.

An Ohio Town Where Races Have Mixed freely for More
Than 200 Years – Continued….

recognized Longtown as a place noteworthy for its early
embrace of racial integration and educational opportunities
for blacks. But the town’s institutions are in peril.

“Banks would not help black farmers purchase new
equipment. In Longtown, people gradually had to go to

Longtown’s former school, the Union Literary Institute,
founded in 1845, has a largely forgotten history as one of
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viewed me as white,” Perkins said. “So I ate lunch by
myself for 30 years.”

industrial centers for jobs. And if you are not part of the
day-to-day energy of the community, it begins to decline.”
Today, only a handful of families remain. But Longtown
lasted longer than other integrated rural villages once
scattered across the Ohio plains.

Patricia Hope, 82, has snow-white hair and a fair
complexion and also identifies as “colored.” She said her
family has a long mixed-race lineage in Longtown.

“Because Longtown’s population was so much larger than
others like it, it took longer for it to whittle down,” said
Roane Smothers, a distant cousin of Keiser’s and an active
Longtown preservationist.

“That’s why we worship in this church, to keep our little
crossroads alive,” Hope said, referring to the Bethel Long
Wesleyan Church, which still holds services every Sunday.
This Sunday, the church will celebrate its 159th annual
homecoming with a potluck and picnic. Every year, the
event becomes larger, as former residents come back to
reconnect with their heritage.

“And because Longtown was so much larger, more
structures have survived,” Smothers said. “As these other
communities faded away, white folks bought the land and
structures, and many times all that was left was the
church.”

Her husband, Thomas, died in 2013. One by one, the
repositories of Longtown’s legacy and its stories are
passing to the grave. Keiser grew up steeped in the town’s
oral history, stories passed down from his greatgrandfather, Maze Clemens.

A junior majoring in international studies at nearby Wright
State University, Keiser seems an unlikely savior for this
blink of a town. Unfailingly polite, possessing a bright
white smile, Keiser looks as Caucasian as the rest of Darke
County, which was 97.7 percent white at the last census.

“He was the keeper of Longtown’s history, and my biggest
hope is to make him proud by doing the same,” Keiser said.

But Keiser doesn’t consider himself white. Nor does he
consider himself black. Instead he calls himself by the
dated and, to some, offensive term “colored.”

While Longtown itself was a haven, a refuge from
prejudice, sometimes biases from the outside world would
creep in. The Ku Klux Klan would visit periodically.
Keiser said his great-great-great-great-grandfather was
murdered by the Klan. As recently as 2003, racist notes
were left on the door of the church, Keiser said. In nearby
Hollansburg, Ohio, Confederate flags flutter casually from
many front porches.

“I know who I am and what I am. I may look white, my
appearance is white, but my insides are not. I know I am
not white,” Keiser said. He makes it a point to tell anyone
who will listen about his black ancestry. “I tell everyone
about it, whether they want to hear it or not. I am so proud
of it.”

“If the rest of the world got along as well as we do here in
Longtown, there wouldn’t be problems,” said James Jett,
90. His dark skin, smooth despite his age, contrasts with his
wife Brenda’s much lighter complexion.

The issue of race has long perplexed America. In the past
year, the racial identities of high-profile black activists such
as former Spokane NAACP chairman Rachel Dolezal and
Black Lives Matter activist Shaun King have come under
scrutiny. If birth certificates tell the story, both Dolezal and
King are Caucasians trying to pass as black.

Jett grew wistful remembering Longtown’s heyday,
pointing to cornfields that were once filled with houses.
And he remembers the Tigers, the town’s semi-professional
baseball team, which sent many players to the Negro
leagues. The Tigers’ appearance often confounded
opponents.

From the perspective of his own racial heritage, Keiser
finds them “pretty cool. You don’t hear of many white
people wanting to be black,” he said.

“The Tigers showed up to play a team in Indiana, and they
said, ‘Where’s the black team?’ And they responded, ‘We
are the black team,’ ” laughed Brenda Jett, who declined to
give her age.

Not many people anywhere these days want to be called
“colored.” But it’s common in Longtown. Take Edith
Perkins, 75, who also looks white. For 30 years, she
worked in human resources at Alcoa in nearby Richmond,
Ind., where prejudice surfaced as soon as people learned
she was from Longtown.

Keiser said he is driven to make sure such stories are not
lost.

“I was never really accepted by the whites, who viewed me
as black. Nor was I really accepted by the blacks, who



By Kevin Williams, National, September 2015
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It’s likely that we’ve all turned to Google at some point in
our genealogical research. After all, simply typing in our
search topic, hitting “Enter,” and hoping for the best is one
of easiest ways to be led to heaps of helpful (and
sometimes not-so-helpful) sources. But there’s a better way
to use Google for family history research says Lisa Louise
Cooke, host of The Genealogy Gems Podcast. “I’ve
discovered that there actually is a methodology to using
Google for genealogy,” said Cooke in her presentation at
RootsTech 2016. “There really is a science to it.”
While there are many ways you can use Google to aid your
research, here are three of the most beneficial:
1. Formulate Specific Queries
The first and most important step to using Google
successfully is identifying what you want to find. That may
sound simple, says Cooke, but many people will simply
pull up Google and search “Johnson.” Instantly, the
searcher will be overwhelmed with results that likely aren’t
relevant due to the commonality of the name “Johnson.”
Cooke says it’s a good idea to formulate your question to
Google just as you would to a reference librarian.
“How would I describe it to a reference librarian? Ask
yourself that. That will help you in doing this.”
2. Use Quotation Marks and Minus Signs to Narrow
Search Results
One of the best ways to get relevant results from a Google
search is to use quotation marks in your search query.
Quotation marks tell Google to display only an exact
keyword or phrase in all results. “If I’m doing newspaper
research in the San Francisco area, I put ‘newspapers’ in
quotes and also ‘San Francisco.’ I’m telling Google
something very specific about—it’s got to have

Neither the newsletter editor nor CAAGS guarantees publication of any submission. Submissions for the newsletter are
due by the third Saturday of each month. Please email your submissions or inquiries to CAAGS@hotmail.com

‘newspapers,’ and it’s got to have ‘San Francisco,’” said
Cooke.

CAAGS Logo Apparel
Carolyn Conway will be taking orders at the October
meeting. Items include T-shirts, polo shirts and hoodies.
All orders must be paid in advance. For more info contact
Carolyn at fam.histr@yahoo.com.

To further refine search results, you can also use the minus
sign (-) to get rid of keywords that you know have nothing
to do with your family.

Our Condolences…
It was with profound sadness that we were informed of the
passing of Alva Griffin. She passed away on September
4th. Alva was a Charter member of CAAGS and a very
active member of the Society until she moved from the Los
Angeles area. She remained in contact with the Society
through the years and continued to educate and teach others
on a subject near and dear to her – genealogy.

3. Set Up Google Alerts
After you’ve flushed out the perfect search query for your
ancestors, turn to Google Alerts. Google Alerts will take
the keywords or phrase you’ve developed and will run it
across the internet every hour of every day until you tell it
to stop.
“Setting up Google Alerts is like getting your own
genealogy personal assistant, somebody who’s going to do
this for you in the background,” says Cooke.
To create a customized Google Alert, go
to www.google.com/alerts. In the search bar near the top of
the page, insert your query or the keyword you want to
search. In the box below that, type the email address you
wish to have results sent to, and click “Create Alert.”

CAAGS Writers Group – Summer Project
The CAAGS Writers Group is sponsoring a “summer”
project that will result in compiling and publishing a book
(or other document) that will contain biographical
information about the Society’s 2016 members. Each
member is asked to contribute something to the
project. You can submit a minimum of 250 words and
include at least one photo with your submission.

Your customized Google Alert will then send you links to
web pages that match your query.

The deadline for submission has been extended to the
October 15th meeting. Please feel free to contact Dr. Edna
Briggs or any member of the Writers Group if you have
questions.

--June 16, 2016 By Tyler S. Stahle

2016 Calendar of Events

*** CAAGS Badges ***
Norma Bates will be taking orders at the October meeting
for pick up in November. All orders must be paid for in
advance. Main nameplate is $10 and $6 per bar, contact
teapotnorma@yahoo.com for more info.

On going
CAAGS Writers Group (monthly)
DNA Interest Group (quarterly)
Check our website for meeting details, www.caags.org
October 9
Stay at Home Tea

2017 Nominations for Officers
November is CAAGS election month. We are looking for
candidates to fill the offices of 1st Vice President, Treasurer
and Recording Secretary in 2017. We also are looking for
someone to complete a one term of Parliamentarian. For
more info please contact any Board member or Carolyn
Conway at fam.histr@yahoo.com. A full description of
each office is outlined in the CAAGS By-laws.

October 15
CAAGS General Meeting, 11:45am Beginner/Intermediate
classes; 1-3pm general meeting
November 19
CAAGS General Meeting, 11:45am Beginner/Intermediate
classes; 1-3pm general meeting
December 17
CAAGS General Meeting, 11:45am Beginner/Intermediate
classes; 1-3pm general meeting

CAAGS DNA Interest Group 2016
October 22nd
9am -12 noon
Los Angeles Family History Library
10741 Santa Monica Blvd.
Los Angeles, CA 9002
** This is the last meeting for 2016 **

* The calendar is subject to change without notice.
Please check our website for the most up to date
information, www.caags.org or call (323)806-5634 ☎
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The family must have been living there before 1893,
because in June of that year one of the Harrisburg
newspapers described the funeral of 9-year-old Robert
Shirley, whose death was a “severe shock.” The article,
which listed Robert’s parents as the Rev. John and Mrs.
Lucy Shirley, said he was the brightest pupil in his class,
and that his fellow students sang his favorite hymns “in a
feeling manner” in a church “filled to the utmost capacity.”
There was a March 21, 1899, item noting that “John
Shirley, who says he is a preacher of the gospel,” had been
charged with assault and battery on his wife, who testified
that she was “treated shamefully and chased out of the
house in the dead of night in her night clothes.” The next
day, he was acquitted and “the costs were placed on the
prosecutrix.”

Who was Lucy Lee Shirley?
For a while she was a name and a status — enslaved.
Now we know more
By Elizabeth Chang, Magazine

According to the scant information passed along to the
National Museum of African American History and
Culture, she was an African American woman who was
born in Leesburg, Va., in 1854, died in Harrisburg, Pa., in
1929, and once wore a little flowered skirt.
The museum substantiated the basics of Shirley’s life when
it decided to feature her skirt in its “Slavery and Freedom”
exhibit. As I worked on a story about the skirt, I became
intrigued by her and turned up more details — as well as
living descendants who didn’t know that one of their family
heirlooms would be featured in the Smithsonian’s newest
museum.

In 1900, there was an obituary for another child, 11-yearold Naomi, also bright and popular and taken suddenly.
This obituary made clear that John was no longer residing
at the home and mentioned Naomi’s sister and Lucy’s
daughter, Lulu Shirley, who was living in Long Branch,
N.J.

“We are so honored that our family’s history will forever
be a part of America’s history,” said Shirley’s great-greatgranddaughter, Lori Anne Douglass of New York, who
recalls seeing the skirt as a teenager and being told that her
grandmother’s grandmother had been born a slave. Neither
she nor other relatives, however, knew any details about
Shirley’s childhood, and though there are Loudoun County
records from the 1850s that list several enslaved children
named Lucy (there were probably more, because not all
slave holders registered births), it is difficult to connect
them to Lucy Lee Shirley because there are no last names
and the dates do not match exactly.

Throughout the years, there were frequent references to
Lucy’s involvement at the Harris AME Zion Church, such
as her membership in the Perseverance Club. The papers
also occasionally mentioned her other children: Cora, who
would marry and move to Maryland, Frances and Lloyd.
When Lucy died after a long illness in 1929, the papers
revealed that she froze her husband out of her will, leaving
him $1 and her children Frances, Lloyd and Cora, $1,650.

But Lucy Lee Shirley shows up in the pages of history as
an adult, and these appearances tell a story as moving as the
one conveyed by the skirt she once wore. What follows is
an abbreviated account pieced together by an amateur
genealogist.
The first possible record of Lucy Lee Shirley I could find,
and the only one in Virginia, is an 1882 Loudoun County
marriage certificate for a John N. Shirley and a widow
listed as “Lucy Claggett (Lucy A. Lee)” — though again
the age is a bit off. The couple were married by the Rev.
William Robey, a free African American who had been
ordained as a minister and who taught black children in
Leesburg before and after the war.

This skirt, worn by Lucy Lee Shirley when she was enslaved as a
child, will be displayed at the National Museum of African
American History and Culture.

It’s remarkable that a woman born into slavery —
described variously as a caterer, housekeeper, servant and
dressmaker; who may have been widowed once; who
apparently had a violent husband; who was a mother of six
and lost at least two young children — seems to have
supported several children alone for years, and was able to
educate herself and her family, contribute extensively to

When or why Shirley left for Harrisburg is unclear, but
such a move is not surprising. A onetime stop on the
Underground Railroad in a state that was early to
emancipation, Harrisburg already had a sizable free black
population at the end of the war and offered employment
and educational opportunities.
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her church and leave her children more than $23,000 in
today’s money.

has transformed the way people look at family history and
RootsTech focuses on the use of the new ideas.

What could account for Lucy Lee Shirley’s
accomplishments, besides her obvious grit? Perhaps it was
her acquaintance with the Rev. Robey. Or perhaps it was
living in Harrisburg. “There are stories of people who are
that successful because of determination, because they were
living in the right place and the right time, and because they
made certain alliances, certain connections, that enabled
them” to succeed, says Edna Greene Medford, a professor
of history at Howard University.

In just a few short years, RootsTech has become the biggest
conference in the genealogy world. Next February’s event
promises to be the same and probably will be bigger than
ever.

That certainly seems to be the case for Lucy Shirley. And
success didn’t stop with her.

RootsTech offers something for everyone: genealogy
novices, genealogy experts, and entrepreneurs involved on
providing family history products and services are all
invited. There will be more than 200 breakout sessions,
along with the largest exhibits hall ever seen at any
genealogy conference.

Bring your walking shoes! You will need them for this
huge event. (Handicap access is also provided.)
You can register for RootsTech2017 now at
http://www.rootstech.org.

Lucy Shirley’s daughter Cora Handy would become a
teacher. One of Cora Handy’s daughters, Cornelia
Douglass, would work as an administrator in the New York
state unemployment insurance office.
Cornelia Douglass’s son, Lewis Douglass, would become a
New York Supreme Court Justice.

An extra, 1-day conference experience called The Summit
is designed for innovators, entrepreneurs, and developers
interested in giving their creative ideas traction in a multibillion-dollar industry.

And both of Lewis’s children, Lori Anne Douglass and
David Douglass, would become partners at law firms.
When he was given some details about Lucy Shirley’s life,
David Douglass said it reminded him of his grandmother
Cornelia, “who was this extraordinary, strong woman who
did these amazing things.” Cornelia was also the
descendant who had the foresight to share the skirt with
posterity, first in 1974’s “The Black Book,” a historical
scrapbook of African American life, and then with the
Black Fashion Museum, which later donated it to the
Smithsonian.

In addition, an Innovator Showdown provides innovators
the unparalleled opportunity to present their best ideas on
stage before renowned judges, key industry influencers,
potential investors, peers, and a live audience. Over
$100,000 in prizes will be awarded to finalists. Best of all,
the public is invited to attend the Innovator Showdown. I
was there at last year’s Innovator Showdown and learned a
lot.
RootsTech2017 will be held at the Salt Palace, a modern,
state-of-the-art convention center in downtown Salt Lake
City, Utah. Easy access to the Salt Palace is available via
TRAX, a modern trolley system that connects many areas
of Salt Lake City together. You can even ride the TRAX
trolley from the airport directly to the Salt Palace.

And now, in 2016, the skirt and some of Shirley’s
descendants have come almost full circle: David Douglass,
a K Street lawyer, is raising a son and daughter in Silver
Spring, Md. — just a few miles from the museum where
their great-great-great-grandmother’s skirt will go on
display as a tender relic of love and persistence.

Also, hotel rooms will be in short supply that week in Salt
Lake City. You also might want to reserve a hotel room
now. (I already have reserved my room!) You can find
information about all the hotels near the Salt Palace by
starting at https://goo.gl/znox8F.

■ Elizabeth Chang is an editor for the Magazine

Registration for RootsTech2017 is Now Open

Early Bird Pricing for RootsTech2017 starts at $159. A
“Getting Started” Pass designed for genealogy novices with
access limited to beginners’ sessions is available for $69. If
you wait too long, those prices will increase. I suggest you
register now at http://www.rootstech.org.

This morning, the organizers of RootsTech opened the
online registration for next February’s conference in Salt
Lake City, Utah, to be held February 8–11. If you are
interested in genealogy, and especially if you are interested
in the use of technology to help in your genealogy research
efforts, you will want to attend this event. The digital age
4
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Dr. Edna F, Briggs
Future Proofing Our Society…
The following is an excerpt from the Fall 2016 issue of
The Searcher:
“As genealogists and family historians, we spend
countless hours researching and documenting our
ancestors. What will happen to all of our hard work
once we join them? Part of our plans should include
ensuring that our hard work carries on and does not end
up discarded by those who do not immediately see the
value of our efforts.”
Future-proofing can mean many things, among them,
sharing your work at family reunions and others
gathering whenever there is an opportunity to do so,
write essays or a book that can be distributed to family
members and/or left behind in a local library or other
repository.
During the past 30 years, as a Society, CAAGS has
offered education, other assistance/support and
encouragement to members and non-members through
its monthly classes, meetings, sponsorship of numerous
conferences. Several members have served as presenters
at numerous local and national conferences.
It is important that those of us who are present now, take
an active role preserving our Society by volunteering to
serve as a Board Officer, or by urging the younger
generations (Generation X, Millennials, and Generation
Z) to get involved. Teaching a class, serving as a
volunteer in other capacities (there are several vacant
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officer and committee chair positions), participating in
fundraising activities are others ways to show support.

Caribbean, where their ancestors were also slaves
(primarily at the hands of the British, Dutch, and French).

As the end of the year approaches, you can also consider
making a tax-deductible donation to support the work of
the Society, to assist in meeting our obligations, and to
support planning future educational activities.

Since most tribal history in Africa was recorded by oral
tradition rather than written down, actually tracing one's
roots in Africa can be an extremely difficult task, but not
impossible. Alex Haley, the author of Roots was able to
trace his ancestors all the way back to the African
continent. By examining records of slave sales and slave
advertisements, many people may be able to trace their
family history all the way back to the original arrival of
their ancestors in America.

As we approach Thanksgiving and the 2016 holiday
season, please join me in giving thanks for the Society’s
past 30 years, and in playing a part (any part) in building
strength for the future….

Books and Newspapers
A list of approximately 5,500 African American
newspapers that have been identified in all major
bibliographic sources, including newspaper directories,
union lists, finding aids, African American bibliographies,
yearbooks, and more. It is searchable by geographic region,
time period, and title. Below is a sampling of early colonial
newspapers that published slave advertisements. From
them you may be able to find information about your own
ancestors.

2016 Calendar of Events
On going
CAAGS Writers Group (monthly)
Check our website for meeting details, www.caags.org
November 19
CAAGS General Meeting, 11:45am Beginner/Intermediate
classes; 1-3pm general meeting and elections
December 17
CAAGS General Meeting, 11:45am Beginner/Intermediate
classes; 1-3pm general meeting

* * * Notice * * *
As announced at our October meeting, the fee for
receiving the newsletter via postal mail is
increasing to $10 for the 2017 membership year.


















Resources for Ethnic Genealogy



February 8-11
RootsTech opened the online registration for next
February’s conference in Salt Lake City, UT. You can
register for RootsTech2017 now at www.rootstech.org
* The calendar is subject to change without notice.
Please check our website for the most up to date
information, www.caags.org or call (323)806-5634 ☎

Boston Independent Advertiser
Connecticut Gazette
The Georgia Gazette or Independent Register
The Guardian of Freedom (Frankfort, Kentucky)
Maryland Journal and Baltimore Advertiser
Missouri Republican
Mobile Gazette
The New England Journal
The New Jersey Journal
New Orleans Advertiser and Prices Current
New York Gazette
New York Weekly Journal
New York Weekly Post Boy
The Norfolk Intelligencer
North Carolina Gazette
The Pennsylvania Chronicle and Universal
Advertiser
Virginia Gazette

Books such as those listed below may be able to help you
locate the newspapers that you are seeking.

African-American
The overwhelming majority of Americans of African
ancestry are descendants of slaves forcibly brought to the
New World during the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries.
Most of these slaves were from peoples living within 300
miles of the Atlantic coast between the Congo and Gambia
rivers in East Africa. In addition, since the end of the
Second World War, a significant number of people of
African ancestry have emigrated to the U.S. from the





The Afro-American Press and Its Editors, by Penn I.
Garland Reviews African-American magazines and
newspapers published between 1827 and 1891.
Bibliographic Checklist of African-American
Newspapers , by Barbara K. Henritze
Sesquicentennial 1827-1977: Black press handbook,
1977
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Needless to say, if your genealogical search leads you to
Canada, it will probably eventually lead you to Britain or
France. In addition to the Public Archives of Canada in
Ottawa, Ontario, there are a wide variety of societies and
texts available for exploring your genealogy in Canada.

Encyclopedic Directory of Ethnic Newspapers and
Periodicals, by Lubomyr R. Wynar

In addition to slave advertisements, plantation books may
be excellent sources. Also, since slaves were considered
property, you may find records of them in deed books and
the probate records of their owners. You may also want to
look into Slave Genealogy: A Research Guide with Case
Studies by David H. Streets.

Books
 British and Canadian Immigration to the United States
since 1920, by Kenneth Lines
 Searching for Your Ancestors in Canada, by Eunice
Ruiter Baker
 Your Ancient Canadian Family Ties, by Regina L.
Oliver
 In Search Of Your Roots: A Guide for Canadians
Seeking Their Ancestors, by Angus Baxter
 The Canadian Genealogical Handbook, by Eric
Jonasson

Post-1864 Research
For individuals who lived after 1864, you can generally use
the same procedures as for any other group: look for census
records, vital records, and family sources. Many, but not
all, former slaves took the surname of their owners upon
emancipation. Some tried different names before settling on
one. Also, don’t forget to check Civil War indexes, as
many former slaves served in the military.

Cuban
The first Cubans came to the United States in the
nineteenth century. Most of these individuals left Cuba to
either work in the American cigar and tobacco industry or
to escape political persecution by the Spanish. The Spanish
were driven from the island by the United States in 1898.

Asian Indian
Although the first Asian Indians, Sikh lumber mill and
railroad workers from Western Canada, arrived in the
United States around the beginning of the twentieth
century, the vast majority of Asian Indian immigration has
occurred since the 1965 Immigration Act. Since this time,
more than half a million Asian Indians have entered the
United States, many of them in search of better-paid
employment and better education opportunities. Unlike
other Asian immigrant groups, the vast majority of Asian
Indians live in the Eastern United States.

For half a century following Cuban independence, few
Cubans emigrated to the U.S. During the 1950s, however,
growing political unrest and economic uncertainty caused
thousands of Cubans to flee the island for Miami and other
Northern points. This exodus grew even larger after Fidel
Castro seized control of the island on January 1, 1959, and
began nationalizing large companies and confiscating the
property of the upper middle class and wealthy. Between
this date and the Cuban missile crisis in October 1962,
more than 150,000 Cubans came to the United States.

Books
 History of Indian Immigration to the United States: an
Interpretive Essay, by Roger Daniels
 On the Trail of an Uncertain Dream: Indian Immigrant
Experience in America, by Sathi Sengupta Dasgupta

In the following years, Cuba’s status as a communist
country made the U.S. particularly receptive to Cuban
immigrants, with hundreds of thousands of Cubans entering
the U.S. Perhaps the most noteworthy event in this
immigration is the Mariel boatlift of 1980, in which
125,000 people were allowed to immigrate to the U.S. from
Cuba in a matter of weeks. Since this time, a few thousand
Cubans have managed to escape their country each year.
These Cubans, and those who came before them, are
heavily concentrated in the Miami area, although large
numbers can also be found in and around New York and
Los Angeles.

Canadian
The only large exchange of population between the United
States and Canada occurred after the American victory in
the Revolutionary War. Many Americans did not agree
with the separation from England and remained loyal to the
King. Loyalists in America had their property confiscated
by the American government, and the British government
offered them free land in Canada. To obtain land, they had
to file petitions. It is these petitions which often provide a
wealth of personal information for the present-day
genealogist.
Aside from this and despite the War of 1812, the United
States and Canada have interacted closely with each other
since the colonial period. As a result, large numbers of
Canadians have immigrated to the United States, making
them the sixth largest source of immigration since 1820.

Books
 The Cuban American Experience, by Thomas D.
Boswell
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Immigrant Adaptation and Family Structure Among
Cubans in Miami, Florida, by Marie LaLiberte
Richmond
Cuba: Gu’a de Investigaciones Geneal‚Äîgicas, by
Lyman D. Platt
Cuba: Research Guide, by Lyman D. Platt
Genealogical Research in Latin America and The
Hispanic United States, by Lyman D. Platt, Ph.D.
Hispanic Surnames and Family History, by Lyman D.
Platt, Ph.D.
Latinoam˜Orica: Investigaciones Geneal‚Äîgicas, by
Lyman D. Platt, Ph.D.
Tracing your Hispanic Heritage, by George Ryskamp



Dutch Genealogical Research, compiled by Charles M.
Franklin
The Dutch in America: Immigration, Settlement, and
Cultural Change, edited by Robert Swieringa

French
Most of the early French colonists to the Americas, who
began arriving in large numbers in the 17th century, settled
in Quebec and Nova Scotia, to the north of the original
colonies, or in French-held territories in the Caribbean, far
to the south. In addition, however, some French settled in
Louisiana and the in the Midwest. Although the United
States acquired this land from France as part of the
Louisiana Purchase in 1803, French culture has retained its
influence in the southern part of Louisiana. Since the end of
the Napoleonic Wars in 1815, French immigration to the
United States has been extremely small, with fewer than
5,000 French per year opting to move to the U.S.

Dominican
Although Dominican immigration has historically been
fairly small, it has grown rapidly in recent years, with more
than a quarter million Dominicans immigrating to the U.S.
during the 1980s. Most of these immigrants have come to
the U.S. in search of better-paid employment, with many
Dominicans eventually returning to their native country.
The largest concentration of Dominicans is located in New
York City.

Books
 In Search of Your European Roots: A Complete Guide
to Tracing Your Ancestors in Every Country in
Europe, by Angus Baxter
 France in America, by W.J. Eccles
 The French in America, by James S. Pula, from Vol. 20
of the Ethnic Chronology Studies

Books
 The Making of a Transnational Community: Migration,
Development, and Cultural Change in the Dominican
Republic, by Eugenia Georges
 Between Two Islands: Dominican International
Migration, by Sherri Grasmuck

Irish
Earnest Irish immigration to the United States began after
the potato famine in the 1840s, with more than 4.5 million
Irish arriving prior to 1930. The Irish settled throughout the
United States, with the highest concentration found in
Boston. Although immigration during the rest of the
twentieth century has been slow, Irish remain the fifth
largest immigrant group since 1820.

Dutch
The first Dutch came to the New World in 1614,
establishing Fort Nassau (later Albany) and New
Amsterdam (later New York) along the Hudson River
Valley. Although the Netherlands lost this territory to the
British in 1664, some Dutch remained in the region,
gaining considerable economic power and firmly
establishing their culture.

Books
 In Search of our British and Irish Roots, by Angus
Baxter
 Irish Emigration to the United States, by Stephen
Byrne
 Irish and Scotch-Irish Ancestral Research, by Margaret
D. Falley
 Ireland Research Outline, by the Family History
Library of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day
Saints
 Tracing your Irish Ancestors, by John Grenham
 A Guide to Irish Parish Registers, by Brian Mitchell
 Pocket Guide to Irish Genealogy, by Brian Mitchell
 Irish Records: Sources for Family and Local History,
by James G. Ryan
 Ireland and the American Emigration, 1850-1900, by
Arnold Schrier

Since this time, modest numbers of Dutch have immigrated
to the United States annually, with large concentrations in
New York and Western Michigan.
Books
 In Search of Your European Roots: A Complete Guide
to Tracing Your Ancestors in Every Country in
Europe, by Angus Baxter
 New Netherland Roots, by Gwenn F. Epperson
 Netherlanders in America: Dutch Immigration to the
United States and Canada, 1789-1950, by Henry
Stephen Lucas

Taken from Genealogy.com
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California African American Genealogical Society
P.O. Box 8442
Los Angeles, CA 90008-0442
General Membership Meetings
Third Saturday monthly at 11:45am (dark July and
August)
Mayme Clayton Library and Museum (MCLM)
4130 Overland Ave., Culver City, CA 90230-3734
(Old Culver City Courthouse across from VA building)
2016 Board of Directors
Elected Officers
Dr. Edna Briggs – President
Ronald Higgins – Immediate Past President
Ron Batiste – First Vice President
Carolyn Conway – Second Vice President /Membership
Shirley Hurt – Corresponding Secretary
Open – Recording Secretary
Christina Ashe – Treasurer
Charles Hurt – Parliamentarian
Committee Chairs/Appointed Officers
Open – Book Sales and Acquisitions
Open – Public Relations/Fundraising Chairman
Bettye Whitson – Librarian
Carol Johnson-Harris – Historian
Monica Maurasse – Newsletter Editor
Open – FGS Delegate
Open – Volunteer Chairman

President’s Message
Dr. Edna F, Briggs

My Christmas List of Blessings
My Christmas List is more than just a way to keep
track of the special people God has brought into my
life. It’s like a treasured scrapbook filled with
pleasant memories of all the times God has answered
prayer through friends and family.
Every name’s a touchstone that leads to a place and
time where God has used another’s heart to reach out
and touch mine. It may have happened years ago or
even yesterday. But every person on my list has
changed my life some way.
Through simple conversation, a warm hug or a shared
smile. Every person on my list has helped me grow or
heal, or laugh or learn... the blessings never end as
God allows our paths to cross as family and friends.
So please know that this greeting is more than a
Christmas wish. It’s a “thank you” note to God for
putting on my list each and every one whose name
I've come to hold so dear... those who’ve shown me
Christmas joy each day of the year.
MERRY CHRISTMAS, HAPPY NEW YEAR TO EACH
OF YOU AND YOURS…..

Website – www.caags.org ☎ (323) 806-5634

Neither the newsletter editor nor CAAGS guarantees publication of any submission. Submissions for the newsletter are
due by the third Saturday of each month. Please email your submissions or inquiries to CAAGS@hotmail.com

Developing Your Research Skills
The 1920 US Census

2016 – 2017 Calendar of Events
On going
CAAGS Writers Group (monthly)
CAAGS DNA Interest Group (Quarterly)
Check our website for 2017 meeting details,
www.caags.org

What is the census and what type of information
Can I find in it?
A census is an official enumeration of the population in a
particular area. In addition to counting the inhabitants of an
area, the census generally collects other vital information,
such as names, ages, citizenship status, and ethnic
background. The United States government began
collecting census data in 1790, and has done so every 10
years since that date. Selected states have also conducted
their own censuses over the years.

December 17
CAAGS Holiday Party, 11am - no general meeting or
classes
December 24 – January 1, 2017
Wishing everyone a safe and happy holiday season!

In the 1920 census you can get the following information:
 the name, age, and sex of each individual in the
household
 the relationship of each individual to head of
household
 whether or not the family owns or rents their
home, whether or not the home is mortgaged
 each individual’s color or race
 whether an individual is single, married, widowed,
or divorced
 an individual’s year of immigration to the United
States
 whether an individual is naturalized or an alien
 if naturalized, the year of naturalization
 whether or not an individual attended school
anytime since September, 1919
 whether or not an individual can read and write
 each individual’s place of birth
 each individual’s father’s place of birth
 each individual’s mother’s place of birth
 each individual’s mother tongue
 each individual’s father’s mother tongue
 each individual’s mother’s mother tongue
 whether or not each individual can speak English,
and if not, language spoken
 the profession, occupation, or trade of an
individual
 the industry an individual is working in
 whether an individual is an employee, employer,
or self-employed
 if an employee, whether or not currently
employed, and number of weeks out of work in
1919
 number of years an individual has been in present
marriage
 number of children born to female individuals, and
the number of those children still living

January 21
CAAGS General Meeting, 11:45am Beginner/Intermediate
classes; 1-3pm general meeting
January 28
DNA Interest Group, LAFSL classroom 9am – noon;
10741 Santa Monica Blvd., Los Angeles, CA 90025
February 8-11
RootsTech opened the online registration for next
February’s conference in Salt Lake City, UT. You can
register for RootsTech2017 now at www.rootstech.org
February
CAAGS General Meeting, 11:45am Beginner/Intermediate
classes; 1-3pm general meeting
* The calendar is subject to change without notice.
Please check our website for the most up to date
information, www.caags.org or call (323)806-5634 ☎

* * * Notice * * *
As announced at our October meeting, the fee for
receiving the newsletter via postal mail is
increasing to $10 for the 2017 membership year.
Congratulations to our newly elected officers for 2017
Ron Batiste – First Vice President
Shirley Hurt – Treasurer
Ron Higgins – Corresponding Secretary
Cartelia Bryant – Recording Secretary
Charles Hurt – Parliamentarian (completing term for
Dr. Stanley Viltz)
Our condolences to Ophelia Sanders on the passing of
her husband DeArthur Sanders on October 21, 2016
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I suggest you read Fred Moss’ article, then copy-and-paste
it into email or print it out and mail it to your elected
representatives.

Where can I find census data?
Census records are available through the National Archives
and the National Archives regional branches. You can also
find census records at many libraries, including the Family
History Library of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day
Saints. Online you can find the 1790 federal census, as well
as every US Census, on Ancestry.

Revolutionary War Battlefield Discovered in
Beaufort County
By Ashleigh Holland, Updated: August 11, 2016

To find your ancestors in these census records, sometimes
you’ll need to use an index. Soundex indexes are available,
with some exceptions, for the years 1880 to 1920. For
information about Soundex, see the topic Soundex: what it
is and how to use it.
At many libraries you can also find bound and microfilmed
indexes for censuses from 1870 and earlier. You can find
indexes at many of the same places where you find census
records. Different locations have different indexes, so
check more than one library if you don’t find the index that
you need.
Taken from Genealogy.com

Battlefield Archaeologist Daniel Battle uncovered musket
balls on the land off of Highway 21 in Beaufort County .

Closing Death Records Is Just Dead Wrong!
By Dick Eastman ·

Within some Beaufort County woods, a historic treasure is
discovered. The land may not appear as much more than
trees, grass, and limbs beside busy traffic on Highway 21
below the sounds of fighter jets buzzing the skies.

Fred Moss has posted an article on the Records
Preservation and Access Committee (RPAC) Blog that I
would suggest be required reading for every genealogist,
every legislator, and every government employee who has
responsibility for public records.

However, Battlefield Archaeologist Daniel Battle says the
site was once much more, the spot where American soldiers
confronted the British in the Battle of Port Royal Island on
February 3, 1779.

Note: RPAC is a joint committee of the Federation of
Genealogical Societies, the National Genealogical Society,
and the International Association of Jewish Genealogical
Societies.

The Battle of Port Royal Island is also called the Battle of
Beaufort, or the Battle of Grays Hill. It was the first battle
in South Carolina, once the British invaded from Georgia.
It was an American victory, and costly for the British.

Fred describes the threats of identity theft and then tells
how the restriction of access to public records is
ineffective. He then writes:
“The most dramatic example of this paradigm at the
Federal level is found in those provisions in Section 203 of
the Bipartisan Budget Act of 2013 limiting access to and
the content of the Social Security Administration’s Death
Master File. The context prompting these provisions arose
in 2011 from particularly egregious cases of tax fraud by
identity theft involving recently deceased children. Early
House and Senate hearings highlighting these horror stories
involved a narrative which injected additional elements to
the paradigm.”

“This is the first time that the Americans had a victory
during the invasion that was going on in the South. This
was the first victory here. It was very important
psychologically,” Battle says.
He says two of the nine signers of the Declaration of
Independence who fought in the war fought in the Battle of
Port Royal Island. One of those men was Thomas
Heyward, Jr.
Until now, Battle says little was known about its location.
His nonprofit GARPA (the Georgia American
Revolutionary Preservation Alliance) has been searching
for the site for about four months.

Fred Moss’ article is available
at http://www.fgs.org/rpac/2016/10/28/closing-deathrecords-is-just-dead-wrong/.
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“If we’d have been standing here on February 3, 1779,
we’d have literally had our heads shot off from the artillery
that was coming across this general area,” Battle said as he
surveyed the highway-side forest on Thursday.

Genealogy Books on CD
by Dick Eastman

I have been reading an interesting book. In fact, it is a book
about my family. The original book was published in 1901,
so it has long been out of copyright. I have seen it offered
for sale as a reprinted book for $150 to $250. In fact, I
purchased a printed copy of the book about 25 years ago,
and it now sits in a box in my basement.

He poured over letters and documents, first-hand accounts
of those who fought in the battle, to lead him to the
discovery. Accounts told of those who died in battle and
are laid to rest at The Parrish Church of St. Helena
cemetery; the first American who died in the battle,
Benjamin Wilkins, is buried there. There are also two
British officers who were relocated from battleground
graves to the church graveyard for a more honorable burial.

The new book that I purchased this week is exactly the
same book. It has exactly the same words, exactly the same
images, everything. Well, not quite everything: there are
two major differences.

All of these details in writings blazed the way for Battle to
uncover the battleground. He read about the topography of
the field, described as having hills around a swamp. He
studied the directions and miles outside of Beaufort the
writers detailed.

First, the new book is reprinted as an electronic PDF file on
a CD-ROM disk. The disk takes up almost no space at all
on the bookshelf and, even better, I can copy it to my
computer’s hard drive or to a jump drive or to most any
other place I wish. If it is copied to the computer’s hard
drive, it essentially takes up no space at all. In fact, I can
even have multiple copies: one on the desktop computer,
one on the laptop (great for when I am researching in a
library or courthouse), one on the original CD-ROM disk,
one on a jump drive, and one more copy that is kept online
in the password-protected online file storage service I use.

“I found evidence of an exchange of a fire field, a
battlefield area where you have the British on one side and
the Americans are exchanging a lot of led musket balls,”
Battle says.
Battle says he could tell the direction of fire and attack
from the artifacts he found.

Second, the 999-page book printed in 1901 had no index!
Can you imagine trying to find information about specific
individuals in this book that contains information about
40,000 people? By using the tools built into Adobe Reader,
I can now search this book looking for ANY word or
phrase. The first thing I did was to search for a couple of
small towns where my ancestors lived. Using Adobe
Reader, this book on CD displayed every occurrence of
those towns within seconds. I then searched for county
names. Again, it found every county I am interested in
within a very few seconds. Doing the same thing with the
printed book would have required many hours, maybe days.

“This is where the British were trying to rush up at the
Americans in a bayonet attack,” he explained, gesturing
through the woods, “and [Americans] start shooting their
artillery, grape shot, right into the masses of the British.”
Now, it’s a matter of preserving the land. Battle hopes it
can be returned to the way it’s thought to have looked in
1779, as a battlefield. He hopes it can become a history
park, and be marked.
“But we know that the real work at hand if you want to try
to preserve a site like this, you’re going to go out and find
basically lobby some people to actually be interested in
this,” Battle says. “The public does not quite understand all
the events and how important they were in the South.”

Now here is the best part of all: whereas the printed book
costs $150 to $250, depending upon the publisher, the CDROM version costs $6.99 and that includes shipping!

That’s where the South Carolina Battlefield and Trust
organization out of Charleston comes into play. Doug
Bostick says he’s working to fund the preservation,
speaking with Beaufort County officials on opening the site
along the Spanish Moss Trail.

Can you see why I am enthused about books on CD-ROM
disks? They are cheaper, require less space, and are easier
use. I can find information in the CD version much more
quickly than in the printed version. Even better, I can copyand-paste text from the book directly into a genealogy
program, an email message, a word processor, or most any
other program. That’s much easier than photocopying
pages out of a printed book and then re-typing them into a
computer program!

CAAGS - DNA Interest Group
LAFSL Classroom - 9:00 - 12 noon
January 28, 2017
July 22, 2017
April 22, 2017 September 23, 2017
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