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Tax Records and Genealogy 

 
Some of the oldest records available for genealogy 

research are tax records — including property and 

inheritance records. Although some local governments 

have placed tax records online, these records are usually 

very recent documents rather than historical tax records. 

Most early tax records you encounter were likely 

collected locally (that is, at the county level). 

 

However, many local tax records have since been turned 

over to state or county archives — some of which now 

make tax records available on microfilm, as do Family 

History Centers. (If you have a Family History Center in 

your area, you may be able to save yourself a trip, call, 

or letter to the state archives — check with the Family 

History Center to see whether it keeps copies of tax 

records for the area in which you’re interested.) 

 

And a few maintainers of tax records — including 

archives and Family History Centers — are starting to 

make information about their holdings available online. 

Generally, either indexes or transcriptions of these 

microfilm records are what you find online. 

 

Additionally, both Ancestry.com and FamilySearch have 

some tax records available through their sites. 

 

Here are just a few examples of the types of resources 

that you can find pertaining to tax records:  
 

 Tax List: 1790 and1800 County Tax Lists of 

Virginia 

 Tax List: Territory of Colorado Tax Assessment 

Lists, 1862–1866 

 Land and Poll Tax: Benton County, Tennessee 

1836 Land and Poll Tax List 

mailto:CAAGS@hotmail.com
http://www.caags.org/
http://www.binnsgenealogy.com/VirginiaTaxListCensuses
http://www.binnsgenealogy.com/VirginiaTaxListCensuses
http://digital.denverlibrary.org/cdm/ref/collection/p16079coll15/id/1976
http://digital.denverlibrary.org/cdm/ref/collection/p16079coll15/id/1976
http://www.tngenweb.org/benton/databas2.htm
http://www.tngenweb.org/benton/databas2.htm
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2017 Calendar of Events 
 

On going  

CAAGS Writers Group (monthly) 

CAAGS DNA Interest Group (Quarterly) 

Check our website for 2017 meeting details 

www.caags.org 
 

January 21  
CAAGS General Meeting, 11:45am Beginner/Intermediate 

classes; 1-3pm general meeting 

 

January 28 
DNA Interest Group, LAFSL classroom 9am – noon; 

10741 Santa Monica Blvd., Los Angeles, CA 90025 

 

February 8-11 

RootsTech conference held in Salt Lake City, UT.  You can 

register for RootsTech2017 now at www.rootstech.org  

 

February 18 

CAAGS General Meeting, 11:45am Beginner/Intermediate 

classes; 1-3pm general meeting 

 

* The calendar is subject to change without notice.  

Please check our website for the most up to date 

information, www.caags.org or call (323)806-5634 ☎ 

 

Tax Records and Genalogy continued… 

If you’re locating records in the U.S., try USGenWeb for 

the state or county. Here’s what to do: 

Go to the USGenWeb site. 

 

1. Click a state in the left column. 

Click the Pennsylvania link if for example you’re looking 

for tax records in Lancaster County. 

As a shortcut, you can always get to any USGenWeb state 

page by substituting the two-letter state code for the ‘us’ in 

www.usgenweb.org. For example, for Pennsylvania, you 

could type www.pagenweb.org. 

2. From the USGenWeb state page (for the state that 

you choose), find a link to the county in which 

you’re interested. 

3. On the Pennsylvania Counties page, click the 

Lancaster link to get to the Lancaster County 

GenWeb site.Scroll through the main page for the 

state you’ve selected and click any tax-related 

links that look promising. 

4. Click the link for Proprietary and State Tax Lists 

of the County of Lancaster for the Years 1771, 

1772, 1773, 1779, and 1782; edited by William 

Henry Egle, M.D. (1898) under the Documents 

section. 

The state and county websites in the USGenWeb Project 

vary immensely. Some have more information available 

than the Pennsylvania and Lancaster County pages, while 

others have less. The amount of information that’s 

available at a particular USGenWeb site affects the number 

of links you have to click through to find what you’re 

looking for. 

 

Don’t be afraid to take a little time to explore and become 

familiar with the sites for the states and counties in which 

your ancestors lived. 

 

One other strategy for finding tax assessment information is 

to search local newspapers for the time period in which 

your ancestor lived. A tax list was published on a yearly 

basis in some localities. 

 

*** Notice *** 

Members who receive an email copy of the newsletter 

please add caags@hotmail.com to your contacts to ensure 

you receive the newsletter each month and prevent it from 

going into your junk mail.  

 

South Carolina and the African Slave Trade 
 

Slavery was well established in the “New World” by the 

Spanish, Portuguese, and Dutch, who all sent African 

slaves to work in both North and South America during the 

late sixteenth and early seventeenth centuries. The English 

began aggressively trading in what was called “black 

ivory” during the middle of the seventeenth century, 

spurred on by the need for laborers in the hot, humid sugar 

fields on the West Indian islands of Barbados, St. 

Christopher, the Bermudas, and Jamaica. 

 

By the time Charles Towne was settled in 1670, 

Englishmen from the West Indies were well acquainted 

with slavery and the huge profits they could reap from the 

toil of others. Slavery was therefore considered an essential 

ingredient in the successful establishment of cash crop 

plantations in South Carolina. 
 

Like other European nations, England created the Royal 

African Company to underwrite the slave trade. A string of 

forts and “slave factories” were established from the Cape 

Verde Islands to the Bight of Biafra. But the slave trade 

would likely not have been as “successful” were it not for 

the "unholy alliance" between the English (and other 

European nations) and the African kingdoms on whose 

territories the forts stood. The English slave traders did 

their best to dupe the native kings, and each native king did 

http://www.caags.org/
http://www.caags.org/
http://www.rootstech.org/
http://www.caags.org/
http://www.usgenweb.org/
mailto:caags@hotmail.com
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his best to obtain the maximum amount of goods in 

exchange for the slaves he had for sale. 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For their cargoes of human flesh, the traders brought iron 

and copper bars, brass pans and kettles, cowrey shells, old 

guns, gun powder, cloth, and alcohol. In return, ships might 

load on anywhere from 200 to over 600 African slaves, 

stacking them like cord wood and allowing almost no 

breathing room. The crowding was so severe, the 

ventilation so bad, and the food so poor during the “Middle 

Passage” of between five weeks and three months that a 

loss of around 14 to 20% of their “cargo” was considered 

the normal price of doing business. This slave trade is 

thought to have transported at least 10 million, and perhaps 
as many as 20 million, Africans to the American shore. 

 

The slave traders discovered that Carolina planters had very 

specific ideas concerning the ethnicity of the slaves they 

sought. No less a merchant than Henry Laurens wrote:  

The Slaves from the River Gambia are preferr'd to all 

others with us [here in Carolina] save the Gold Coast.... 

next to Them the Windward Coast are preferr’d to Angolas. 

 

In other words, slaves from the region of Senegambia and 

present-day Ghana were preferred. At the other end of the 

scale were the “Calaba” or Ibo or “Bite” slaves from the 

Niger Delta, who Carolina planters would purchase only if 

no others were available. In the middle were those from the 

Windward Coast and Angola. 

 

Carolina planters developed a vision of the “ideal” slave – 

tall, healthy, male, between the ages of 14 and 18, “free of 

blemishes,” and as dark as possible. For these ideal slaves 

Carolina planters in the eighteenth century paid, on 

average, between 100 and 200 sterling – in today’s money 

that is between $11,630 and $23,200! 

 

Many of these slaves were almost immediately put to work 

in South Carolina's rice fields. Writers of the period 

remarked that there was no harder, or more unhealthy, 

work possible:  

 

negroes, anckle and even mid-leg deep in water which 

floats an ouzy mud, and exposed all the while to a burning 
sun which makes the very air they breathe hotter than the 

human blood; these poor wretches are then in a furness of 

stinking putrid effluvia: a more horrible employment can 
hardly be imagined. 

 

In fact, these Carolina rice fields have been described as 

charnel houses for African-American slaves. Malaria and 

enteric diseases killed off the low country slaves at rates 

which are today almost unbelievable. Based on the best 

plantation accounts it is clear that while about one out of 

every three slave children on the cotton plantations died 

before reaching the age of 16, nearly two out of every three 

African-American children on rice plantations failed to 
reach their sixteenth birthday and over a third of all slave 

children died before their first birthday. Rice’s macabre 

record of slave deaths has been traced to two primary 

factors - one was malaria, the other was the infants’ 

feebleness at birth, probably the result of the mothers' own 

chronic malaria and their general exhaustion from rice 

cultivation during pregnancy. 

 

After their horrific “Middle Passage,” over 40% of the 

African slaves reaching the British colonies before the 

American Revolution passed through South Carolina. 
Almost all of these slaves entered the Charleston port, 

being briefly quarantined on Sullivan's Island, before being 

sold in Charleston's slave markets. 

 

Once in South Carolina what was the lives of these slaves 

like? How did they live? What did they eat? What did their 

houses look like? How did they prepare their food? What 

kinds of possessions did they have? What did their pottery 

look like? White masters had little or no interest in 

recording these details for future generations. Slavery was 

an economic issue and the only details worthy of being 

consistently recorded were those related to the value of 

their slaves or the value of their production. The daily lives 

of these new African-Americans was probably poorly 

understood and certainly of little importance to the planters. 

These are all questions that can only be answered through 

archaeology. 

 

http://www.caags.org/


 

 

Visit us at www.caags.org and follow us on Facebook, California African American Genealogical Society 

4 

  

 

GOLDEN RULES OF GENEALOGY 

 
“SPELING DUSN’T COWNT” Back in the day folks 

couldn’t spell and many could barely write, sohow a name 

sounds is more important than how it’s spelled. Use wild 

card or Soundex searches to help find variant spellings of 

names. 

 
ASSUME NOTHING Check all your facts, don’t assume 

that any particular document is right or wrong, and always 

try to find other independent sources to corroborate your 

facts as much as possible. Verify, verify, verify. For 

instance, don’t assume:  
- your ancestors were married  
- census information is accurate  
- vital (or other) records were correct  
- your ancestor’s life events were recorded  
- ancestors had the same name as their enslaver 

 
USE DISCRETION Never lie in your genealogy reports, 

but use discretion when reporting family information, 

especially when it involves living relatives.  

 
ALWAYS DOCUMENT YOUR SOURCES, NO 

MATTER HOW MUCH THEY CONTRADICT ONE 

ANOTHER Over time, you will compile more data and 

those seemingly contradictory pieces of evidence may 

prove to be just the pieces of the puzzle you need to prove 

or disprove your theory. Be consistent as you cite your 

sources. There are standard citation formats, but even if 

you just make up your own format for listing your sources, 

be consistent with it. You want your descendants to be able 

to retrace your steps, so always cite your sources. 

 
MOST DATES ARE APPROXIMATE  
It’s okay to state that someone was born “btw 1901-1903,” 

“abt. 1845,” or died “May 1915” if you don’t have an exact 

date or where various documents have different dates. 

Which date is “correct?” They all are. 

 
IF UNSURE, SAY SO Future researchers will thank you 

for being honest if you simply say that you cannot prove a 

specific fact, yet you “suspect” such and such is true. Don’t 

fudge the facts. Ever. 

 
YOU CANNOT DO IT ALL ONLINE Yes, we love 

doing research online and there’s nothing better than using 

the computer to find new sources, view digital images of 

original documents and even connect with relatives. For 

family historians, the Internet will never replace the 

wonderful work of libraries, county courthouses, archives, 

and historical societies. Do as much as you can online, then 

turn off your computer and hit the bricks! 

JUST BECAUSE IT’S ONLINE DOESN’T MEAN 

IT’S TRUE The Internet is a wonderful thing but it’s filled 

with oodles of bad information. Don’t make the mistake of 

believing anything you find online at face value. Verify 

against other sources, even if you paid for the information 

you found online. Consult the original source whenever 

possible. 

 
PASS ALONG YOUR RESEARCH No matter how 

many decades you spend researching your family, your 

research will never be done. Plan on passing along your 

research to the next generation’s researchers. Leave 

excellent notes, cite all your sources, explain your 

shorthand … in essence, leave your research the way you’d 

have liked to have found it. 

 
DON’T DIE WITH YOUR STORIES STILL IN YOU 

Giving credit to Dr. Wayne Dyer for his “Don’t die with 

your music still in you,” we want to remind you to tell the 

stories as completely and as accurately as possible. 

Genealogy isn’t about just doing research. Genealogy is 

about telling the stories and ensuring that your ancestor’s 

legacies live on for generations to come. Without the 

stories, the research won’t do anyone much good. The 

legacy of your ancestors rests in your capable hands. Doing 

the research is fine, but always remember that you have 

been chosen to tell their stories.  

 
DNA IS NOT A TRUMP CARD DNA is just one of 

many possible sources of information you can use to verify 

or deny a relationship. Human error occurs when the results 

are transcribed, thereby providing false information. DNA 

results should always be used in concert with other sources. 

 
ANYTHING YOU POST ONLINE WILL BE 

“BORROWED” You need to accept the fact that any 

family information you post online will be “borrowed” or 

outright stolen, and you will probably not get credit for all 

your hard work. This is the nature of the beast… the 

Internet. Get over it. 

 
THE INTERNET IS CONSTANTLY CHANGING Web 

sites change all the time, and to find the information you 

need, you may need to look in new places to find old 

information. Take a second look at old sites you haven’t 

visited in a while, and don’t be afraid to walk away from 

your favorite sites if/when you find new ones that provides 

better information. Seek and you may find.  

 

 Taken from GotGenealogy.com  

http://www.caags.org/
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President’s Message 

By Dr. Edna F, Briggs 

 

 
 

The year, 2017 appears to be flying by already, and I feel 

that CAAGS got off to a wonderful start at our January 

meeting.  

 

Basically there was a strategic planning session with 

participation by the Membership as a whole.  The focus 

was on FUTURE-PROOFING CAAGS  by attracting 

new members (especially Generation X, the Millenials 

and Generation Z), and the changes current members 

want in order to improve the operation of the Society’s 

programs and activities.  A survey to solicit 

recommendations for 2017 education program topics 

was also completed and submitted by all who attended. 

 

Several recommendations were made that the Board can 

now focus on.  First, the recommendations will need to 

be prioritized and plans for addressing them will be 

made.   

 

Most importantly, the help and support of all Members 

will be needed.  I will be critical that each individual 

make a contribution in some way.  Therefore, again and 

again this year, you will hear a lot about the need to…… 

PLEASE 

 

mailto:CAAGS@hotmail.com
http://www.caags.org/
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2017 Calendar of Events 
 

On going  

CAAGS Writers Group (monthly) 

CAAGS DNA Interest Group (Quarterly) 

Check our website for 2017 meeting details 

www.caags.org 
 

February 8-11 

RootsTech conference held in Salt Lake City, UT.  You can 

register for RootsTech2017 now at www.rootstech.org  

 

February 18 
CAAGS General Meeting, 11:45am Beginner/Intermediate 

classes; 1-3pm general meeting 

 

March 11 

15th Annual Discover Your Roots; Theme: Strengthening 

Your Future By Finding Your Past. Program starts at 9am; 

For more information www.discoveryourroots.org 

 

March 18 

CAAGS General Meeting, 11:45am Beginner/Intermediate 

classes; 1-3pm general meeting 

 

May 10- 13 
The NGS 2017 Family History Conference in Raleigh, NC; 

For info www.conference.ngsgenealogy.org/ or contact 

NGS Registrar Courtney Holmes at 

registration@ngsgenealogy.org 

 

* The calendar is subject to change without notice.  

Please check our website for the most up to date 

information, www.caags.org or call (323)806-5634 ☎ 

 

 

Online Genealogy Dictionaries & Other References 
 

The Web is fast replacing reference books. References to 

almost any information can be found online quickly. In 

fact, it is often faster to look up information online than to 

look in a book already on your bookshelf. Of course, an 

online lookup is also much cheaper than purchasing a 

reference book. 

 

Here are some reference sites that I have found to be useful 

to genealogists: 

 

Abbreviations Found in Genealogy: 

http://www.rootsweb.com/~rigenweb/abbrev.html and 

the Encyclopedia of Genealogy at http://www.eogen.com. 

 

A List of Occupations, many of which are 

archaic: http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~usgwkidz/oldj

obs.htm. 

Archaic Medical Terms: Rudy’s List of Archaic Medical 
Terms at http://www.antiquusmorbus.com/, Cyndi’s List of 

Medical 

Terms at http://www.cyndislist.com/medical#Diseases, a 

list of archaic medical terms and meanings used in various 

English speaking countries 

at http://www.genproxy.co.uk/old_medical_terms.htm, and 

theEncyclopedia of Genealogy at http://www.eogen.com. 

The Getty Thesaurus of Geographic 
Names:http://www.getty.edu/research/tools/vocabulary/tgn

/index.html 

The Geographic Names Information System (GNIS), 

developed by the U.S. Geological Survey in cooperation 

with the U.S. Board on Geographic Names (BGN), 

contains information about almost 2 million physical and 

cultural geographic features in the United 

States: http://geonames.usgs.gov/index.html 

Glossar: Die Familie: English-German glossary of terms 

frequently found in genealogy 

research: http://www.univie.ac.at/voelkerkunde/cometh/glo

ssar/heirat/h-menu.htm 

Meanings and origins of first names – an etymology (the 

origin of words) and list of the most popular 

names:  http://www.behindthename.com/ 

Cemetery Junction Directory – A directory of more than 

50,000 cemeteries. Search by cemetery and family name. 

Links to obituaries and genealogical societies in the U.S, 

Australia, and Canada: http://daddezio.com/cemetery/ 

A Glossary Of Terms Used In Heraldry (coats of 

arms): https://www.heraldsnet.org/saitou/parker/index.htm 

Where to Write for Vital Records – Addresses and 

guidelines for contacting each U.S. state or territory for 

vital records and 

documents: http://www.cdc.gov/nchs/howto/w2w/w2welco

m.htm 

 

There are many, many more such lists online. You should 

be able to find them with any search engine.  

 

 

 

*** Notice *** 

Members who receive an email copy of the newsletter 

please add caags@hotmail.com to your contacts to ensure 

you receive the newsletter each month and prevent it from 

going into your junk mail.  
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Is Your Genealogy Society Growing or Shrinking? 
The following is a Plus Edition article written by by Dick Eastman.  

 

I am fortunate in that I travel a lot and am often asked to 

speak at local genealogy society meetings. I meet a lot of 

members and officers of these societies, and I hear a lot of 

stories about each society’s successes and failures. A few 

stories seem to be repeated over and over by multiple 

societies although I do hear a few exceptions. By far, the 

most common stories I hear are that a particular society is 

struggling and is slowly becoming smaller and smaller. A 

few societies report the opposite: they are steadily growing 

in both membership and in services. What is the difference? 

I don’t have all the answers, but I do see a few common 

factors amongst the stories I hear. 

 

A Changing Environment 

The most common story I hear is that the world is changing 

around us. Of course, the world has always been changing; 

but changes appear to be happening faster today than ever 

before. The major items that seem to impact genealogy 

societies include rapidly-changing technology, ever-

increasing expenses of publishing and distributing printed 

materials, increased expenses of gasoline and other travel 

expenses for members, competition from the World Wide 

Web, and also a great problem with inertia. Inertia is 

illustrated by a refrain that I hear often: “We don’t want to 

change.” 

 

Let’s tackle that last item first: inertia. This “problem” has 

been with us forever. I am guessing that buggy whip 

manufacturers didn’t want to change their production lines 

when the horseless carriage first became popular. The same 

problem still exists today except that changes come faster 

today than they used to. 

 

I recall a great conversation I had several years ago over 

lunch with the officers and board of directors of one 

unnamed local genealogy society. They meet monthly on a 

weekday afternoon, and I was invited to lunch a couple of 

hours before the meeting. The officers and board members 

expressed frustration with their declining membership and 

revenue. They asked if I had any advice on how to grow the 

membership. 

 

I suggested that the only members who could attend a 

weekday afternoon meeting were those who are retired. I 

suggested holding meetings in the evening or on weekends 

for the convenience of the general public. Almost 

unanimously, those seated at the table provided a long list 

of objections. “Our members like afternoon meetings.” 

“Many of our members do not drive at night.” “Many of 

our members spend weekends with their children and 

grandchildren.” The list of objections went on and on. 

A similar conversation at a different society revolved 

around the publishing of the society’s monthly newsletter 

and quarterly journal. Not only did a declining membership 

affect the incoming revenue to pay for these publications, 

but ever-increasing printing and postage expenses now 

exceeded the amount of dues being collected. In short, the 

society was losing money and was looking for a solution. 

 

I suggested switching to electronic publication, including 

sending items by email and also making them available on 

a web site. That would avoid most of the printing and 

mailing expenses. Again, several objections were voiced: 

“Some of our members don’t have computers.” “We want 

to provide (printed) copies to the local library.” “We don’t 

know how to do all that.” 

 

Do you see a thread in these objections? All of these are 

variations of a single problem: 

 

“We do things this way because we have always done 

things this way.” 

 

I am not surprised that these societies have difficulties with 

declining membership and declining revenue as well as 

with increasing expenses. 

 

A Few Success Stories 
In contrast to the above, a few societies are growing and 

thriving.  

 

Seton Shields* Genealogical Grants 
What Do You Mean by “Genealogical Grants”? 

 

Genealogical societies, local and specialized libraries, and 

avid genealogists are always short of the funds they need to 

access or buy appropriate research resources, acquire 

computers and other equipment, get collected information 

into print, digitized, and/or online, and pursue other 

projects. 

 

If you represent an organization which serves the 

genealogical community at large – or if you serve a smaller 

community (perhaps you produce a family newsletter, host 

a website, organize reunions or some such thing) — and 

find yourself shy of necessary funds, please consider filling 

out the form to apply for a small grant. Submissions will 

remain active for six months from the date of receipt.  

The awards, which range from $200 to $1,000. 

 

To apply for a Seton Shields grant, fill out and submit the 

form at www.megansmolenyak.com/genealogical-

grants/grant-application/. To see the types of cool projects 

I’ve had the opportunity to contribute to over the years, 
look here, www.honoringourancestors.com/grants.html 

http://www.caags.org/
http://p.feedblitz.com/r3.asp?l=128335549&f=948986&u=24752822&c=5426873
http://srv.ezinedirector.net/?n=8596499&s=15845138
http://srv.ezinedirector.net/?n=8596499&s=15845138
http://www.megansmolenyak.com/genealogical-grants/grant-application/
http://www.megansmolenyak.com/genealogical-grants/grant-application/
http://srv.ezinedirector.net/?n=8596500&s=15845138
http://www.honoringourancestors.com/grants.html


 

 

Visit us at www.caags.org and follow us on Facebook, California African American Genealogical Society 

4 

  

 

40 Questions to Ask Your Relatives 
 

1. What is your full name? Why did your parents select 

this name for you? Did you have a nickname? 

2. When and where were you born? 

3. How did your family come to live there? 

4. Were there other family members in the area? Who? 

5. What was the house (apartment, farm, etc.) like? How 

many rooms? Bathrooms? Did it have electricity? 

Indoor plumbing? Telephones? 

6. Were there any special items in the house that you 

remember? 

7. What is your earliest childhood memory? 

8. Describe the personalities of your family members. 

9. What kind of games did you play growing up? 

10. What was your favorite toy and why? 

11. What was your favorite thing to do for fun (movies, 

beach, etc.)? 

12. Did you have family chores? What were they? Which 

was your least favorite? 

13. Did you receive an allowance? How much? Did you 

save your money or spend it? 

14. What was school like for you as a child? What were 

your best and worst subjects? Where did you attend 

grade school? High school? College? 

15. What school activities and sports did you participate 

in? 

16. Do you remember any fads from your youth? Popular 

hairstyles? Clothes? 

17. Who were your childhood heroes? 

18. What were your favorite songs and music? 

19. Did you have any pets? If so, what kind and what were 

their names? 

20. What was your religion growing up? What church, if 

any, did you attend? 

21. Were you ever mentioned in a newspaper? 

22. Who were your friends when you were growing up? 

23. What world events had the most impact on you while 

you were growing up? Did any of them personally 

affect your family? 

24. Describe a typical family dinner. Did you all eat 

together as a family? Who did the cooking? What were 

your favorite foods? 

25. How were holidays (birthdays, Christmas, etc.) 

celebrated in your family? Did your family have 

special traditions? 

26. How is the world today different from what it was like 

when you were a child? 

27. Who was the oldest relative you remember as a child? 

What do you remember about them? 

28. What do you know about your family surname? 

29. Is there a naming tradition in your family, such as 

always giving the firstborn son the name of his paternal 
grandfather? 

30. What stories have come down to you about your 

parents? Grandparents? More distant ancestors? 

31. Are there any stories about famous or infamous 

relatives in your family? 

32. Have any recipes been passed down to you from family 

members? 

33. Are there any physical characteristics that run in your 

family? 

34. Are there any special heirlooms, photos, bibles or other 

memorabilia that have been passed down in your 

family? 

35. What was the full name of your spouse? Siblings? 

Parents? 

36. When and how did you meet your spouse? What did 

you do on dates? 

37. What was it like when you proposed (or were proposed 

to)? Where and when did it happen? How did you feel? 

38. Where and when did you get married? 

39. What memory stands out the most from your wedding 

day? 

40. How would you describe your spouse? What do (did) 

you admire most about them? 

 

While these questions make great conversation starters, the 

best way to uncover the good stuff is through more of a 

storytelling session than a Q&A. 

 

 

http://www.caags.org/
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Families Torn Apart by Slavery Sought 

Lost Loved Ones in Newly Archived Ads 

 

The ads are gut-wrenching, such as, “Where is John 

Person?” 

 

“Ten years have gone by since his mother, Hannah Cole, 

last saw him. The pain of his disappearance, the mystery 

of his whereabouts, and the aching question of whether 

he is alive or dead have driven her to take out an 

advertisement in the Christian Recorder, seeking an 

answer. 

 

 
 

“This is the only child I have,” it reads, “and I desire to 

find him much.” 

 

The date is June 23, 1865, and Cole is on a quest that 

would consume former slaves such as herself for 

decades after the Emancipation Proclamation in 1863, 

leaving a trail of heartbreak and hope in newspaper 

mailto:CAAGS@hotmail.com
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classified columns. Mothers search for children sold away. 

Husbands long for wives torn from them years before. Sons 

and daughters hope for any clue about a lost parent whom 

they would “most gratefully receive.” 

 

Now, a project by Villanova University and Mother Bethel 

AME Church in Philadelphia will make the classified ads 

easily accessible. The goal of “Last Seen: Finding Family 

After Slavery” is an online database of these snapshots 

from history, which hold names of former slaves, owners, 

traders, plantation locations, and relatives gone missing. So 

far, project researchers have uploaded and transcribed 

1,000 ads published in six newspapers from 1863 to 1902: 

the South Carolina Leader in Charleston, the Colored 

Citizen in Cincinnati, the Free Man’s Press in Galveston, 

the Black Republican in New Orleans, the Colored 

Tennessean in Nashville, and the Christian Recorder, the 

official organ of the African Methodist Episcopal Church 

denomination published at Mother Bethel. 

 

This sounds like a great source of genealogy information. 

You can read more in an article by Kristin E. Holmes in 

The Inquirer web site at: https://goo.gl/cS2QBh. 
Taken from Dick Eastman · February 20, 2017  

 

2017 Calendar of Events 
On going  

CAAGS Writers Group (monthly) 

CAAGS DNA Interest Group (Quarterly) 

Check our website for 2017 meeting details 

www.caags.org 

March 11 

15th Annual Discover Your Roots; Strengthening Your 

Future By Finding Your Past. www.discoveryourroots.org 

 

March 18 

CAAGS General Meeting, 11:45am Beginner/Intermediate 

classes; 1-3pm general meeting 

 

April 15 

CAAGS General Meeting, 11:45am Beginner/Intermediate 

classes – Topic: How Did That Happen?  1-3pm general 

meeting 

 

May 10- 13 

The NGS 2017 Family History Conference in Raleigh, NC; 

For info www.conference.ngsgenealogy.org/ or contact 

NGS Registrar C Holmes at registration@ngsgenealogy.org 
 

* The calendar is subject to change without notice.  

Please check our website for the most up to date 

information, www.caags.org or call (323)806-5634 ☎ 

 

10 Genealogy Blogs Worth Reading 
 

There are hundreds, if not thousands of genealogy and 

family history blogs online, offering a daily or weekly dose 

of education, enlightenment, and entertainment. While 

many of these genealogy blogs offer outstanding reading 

and current information on new genealogy products and 

current research standards, the following are favorites of 

mine for their excellent writing and timely updates, and 

because they each bring something special to the world of 

genealogy blogging. In no particular order: 

 

1.  Genea-Musings  

Randy Seaver’s excellent blog stands here as a 

representative for the many great personal family history 

bloggers (since there isn’t room in this short list to 

highlight all of the great ones). His site includes enough of 

an ecletic mix of news, research processes, personal 

reflections, and genealogy debate to make it of interest to 

almost any genealogist. He reminds me of me, I guess...and 

will probably remind you of yourself as well. He shares 

genealogy news and new databases as he finds and explores 

them. He shares his research successes and failures so you 

might learn from them. He even shares the ways in which 

he balances his research with family and personal 

responsibilities. Randy's musings bring out the genealogist 

in all of us. 

2.  The Genealogue  

Many of you probably already read Chris Dunham 

regularly, but if you haven’t, you're in for a treat. His 

unique brand of genealogy humor puts a special spin on 

just about everything genealogy, from interesting items 

culled from old newspapers to tongue-in-cheek 

commentary on current genealogy news and products, to a 

regular genealogy challenge to keep us all on our toes. He 

posts regularly - often several per day. And his special Top 

Ten Lists are always good for a chuckle. 
*Note: The Genealogue is on temporary hiatus as Chris deals with a 

family situation, but there is enough content already online to keep 

you busy for months! 
3.  Ancestry Insider  

This “unofficial, unauthorized view” offers current reports, 

updates and yes, even criticisms, of the big genealogy Web 

sites - especially Ancestry.com and FamilySearch.org. This 

blog is often the first to report on new updates, products 

and announcements from the “big” genealogy 

organizations, and provides the “insider” point of view you 

won’t easily find elsewhere.  

4.  Creative Genealogy  

I originally “met” Jasia through her excellent Creative 

Gene blog, but her newer Creative Genealogy Blog is the 

one I'm highlighting here. Through this blog she brings 

something new to family history enthusiasts - challenging 

us to take time off from the names, dates and research to 

instead pursue creative ways of sharing our ancestors with 

http://www.caags.org/
http://www.informationwanted.org/
http://www.informationwanted.org/
https://goo.gl/cS2QBh
https://blog.eogn.com/author/eogn/
https://blog.eogn.com/2017/02/20/families-torn-apart-by-slavery-sought-lost-loved-ones-in-newly-archived-ads/
http://www.caags.org/
mailto:C%20Holmes
mailto:registration@ngsgenealogy.org
http://www.caags.org/
http://genealogy.about.com/od/blogs/a/rss.htm
http://randysmusings.blogspot.com/
http://genealogy.about.com/od/records/tp/maximizing.htm
http://www.genealogue.com/
http://genealogy.about.com/cs/newspapers/a/news_research_2.htm
http://www.genealogue.com/2005/05/top-ten-list-index.html
http://www.genealogue.com/2005/05/top-ten-list-index.html
http://ancestryinsider.blogspot.com/
http://creativegenealogy.blogspot.com/
http://creativegene.blogspot.com/
http://creativegene.blogspot.com/
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the world. Her primary focus is searching out and 

highlighting great family history oriented kits for digital 

scrapbooking, but she also discusses photo editing and 

other creative pursuits.  

5.  The Genetic Genealogist  

Blaine Bettinger helps you add DNA to your genealogy 

toolkit with his insightful posts on the current and future 

status of genetic genealogy. His easy-to-read blog, updated 

almost daily, highlights various genetic testing companies 

and projects, current news and research, and various tips 

and resources for people interested in genetic genealogy 

testing and/or disease gene analysis.  

6.  Genealogy Blog  

Leland Meitzler and Joe Edmon, along with a number of 

other occasional authors (Donna Potter Phillips, Bill 

Dollarhide and Joan Murray), have been blogging about 

genealogy here since 2003. Topics run the gamut from 

genealogy news, press releases and new products, to 

research techniques and highlights from other blog posts 

around the Internet. If you only have time to read one blog, 

this is a good one to consider.  

7.  Think Genealogy  

Mark Tucker is a software architect by day and a family 

historian on “as many nights and weekends as possible.” 

Boy, can I relate! His blog is an interesting, thought 

provoking outlet for his thinking about genealogy and 

genealogy software. If you’re a technology nut like I am, 

then a regular dose of his blog will help you keep on 

“thinking.” 

8.  The Practical Archivist  
If you aren’t currently interested in archiving and 

preserving the photos, documents and ephemera of your 

family’s history, you will be after reading Sally’s 

entertaining, well-written blog. She writes about archival-

safe products and organizing family photos and 

memorabilia, with plenty of random research and 

preservation tips sprinkled in. 

9.  Eastman’s Online Genealogy Newsletter  
News, reviews and a wealth of insightful commentary on 

various technologies as they relate to genealogy are the 

hallmark of Dick Eastman’s blog, read regularly by almost 

every genealogist I know. A variety of helpful articles and 

tutorials are available to “Plus Edition” subscribers, but the 

majority of the content is available for free. 

10.  Boston 1775  

If you have any interest in the American Revolution (or 

maybe even if you don’t) this outstanding blog by J. L. Bell 

is a daily pleasure. The ecletic content covers New England 

during the time just before, during and after the 

Revolutionary War, and uses a wealth of information taken 

from original source documents to discuss how that history 

has been taught, analyzed, forgotten and preserved. You’ll 

soon be looking at America’s early history in a different 

way. 

 

*** Notice – CAAGS Membership Renewal *** 

Please renew your membership for 2017 by March 31st or 

you will be removed from our roster and no longer receive 

the newsletter or other CAAGS membership benefits.  

 

 

Dusty Tapes To Innovative Website, Tales From 

African Americans’ Great Migration 
December 31, 2016 mbond@philly.com  @MichaelleBond  

 

In the 1980s, researchers interviewed nearly 60 aging black 

Philadelphians who had traveled from the South as part of 

the first Great Migration in the early 1900s, or who had 

lived in the city as its black population burgeoned. 

 

Fannie Hutchinson, raised on a sharecropper farm in 

Virginia, moved to the city in the 1920s. Two decades later, 

she owned a grocery and luncheonette in West 

Philadelphia. 

 

Hughsey Childs grew up picking cotton with his family in 

South Carolina. When the boll weevil destroyed the crop, 

he headed to Philadelphia, where he worked as a chef. 

Childs helped grow a church - Morris Chapel Baptist at 

12th Street and Lehigh Avenue - from a group that met 

above a stable in 1917. 

 

Ruth Wright Hayre was raised in Philadelphia as the 

daughter and granddaughter of prominent black 

businessmen and civic leaders who had left Georgia. She 

became the city's first African American high school 

teacher in 1946, its first black principal in 1956, and the 

first female head of the Philadelphia school board in 1991. 

 

The oral histories were part of what was intended to be a 

larger project for the museum about the transformative 

effects of the influx of black Southerners on the city in the 

early 20th century. From 1910 to 1930, their population 

rose from roughly 85,000 to almost 220,000. 

 

The interviews were aired on public radio in the 1980s, but 

Charles Hardy III, a historian and West Chester University 

professor, and his fellow researchers ran out of money to 

bring their vision to fruition. 

 

Instead, to mark the 100th anniversary in 2016 of the start 

of the first Great Migration, Hardy teamed up with 

Janneken Smucker, an assistant professor of history at West 

Chester and her department’s digital historian, to put the 

audio tapes to use. 

 

http://www.caags.org/
http://genealogy.about.com/od/heritage_scrapbooking/a/digital.htm
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http://www.thinkgenealogy.com/
http://genealogy.about.com/cs/genealogysoftware/a/software.htm
http://practicalarchivist.blogspot.com/
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http://genealogy.about.com/od/revolution/a/revolutionary_2.htm
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West Chester University professors Janneken Smucker and Charles 

Hardy III led students in a project to bring to life the stories of 

African Americans who traveled from the south to Philadelphia in 

the early 1900s as part of the first Great Migration 

 

In a project called “Goin’ North: Stories From the First 

Great Migration to Philadelphia,” the students worked from 

the interviews to write biographies, paired them with 

photographs, and included articles from the Philadelphia 

Tribune, the nation's oldest continuously published black 

newspaper. They created a website for their chronicles - 

GoinNorth.org - including such interactive features as a 

walking tour of 34 sites in the black Philadelphia of the 

‘20s. 

 

Several high school teachers and university professors 

around the country said they plan to use “Goin’ North” as a 

model for classroom projects. 

 

Next week, Smucker and Hardy will travel to Denver to 

accept a prestigious prize in historian circles - the Roy 

Rosenzweig Prize for Innovation in Digital History - at the 

American Historical Association’s annual conference. 

 

To produce “Goin’ North,” the West Chester professors 

collaborated with several collections and agencies, 

including the African American Museum in Philadelphia, 

Temple University, the University of Kentucky, and Scribe 

Video Center, which commissioned a series of 

documentaries about the Great Migration that debuted in 

August. 

 

Including the second Great Migration, from 1940 to 1970, 

about six million black people left the South. At the end of 

this period, African Americans in Philadelphia numbered 

655,000, one-third of the city’s population. 

 

Work on “Goin’ North” occupied two semesters - fall 2014 

and spring 2016 - and brought together undergraduates, 

graduate students, history majors, and non-history majors. 

 

“The course enabled students to understand what they are 

cable of doing as historians,” Hardy said. 

 

Among them was junior John Smith III. One of his subjects 

was Milo Manly, who graduated from Cheltenham High 

School in 1922 and became vice president of the 

Philadelphia branch of the NAACP and deputy director of 

the Pennsylvania Human Relations Commission. He was 

one of the many black Philadelphians who witnessed the 

first Great Migration. Smith pored over Manly’s interview 

during the fall 2014 semester. 

 

Smith is now at Temple for a master’s degree in public 

history because of “Goin’ North.” The project “inspired me 

and showed me history can be creative,” said Smith, who 

hopes to create digital exhibits for museums or historical 

sites after graduation. 

 

Based on the success of “Goin’ North,” Smucker and 

Hardy are planning to follow up with a similar course next 

year. They want to use interviews from communities of 

immigrants who came to the United States in the early 

1900s, and compare and contrast their experiences with 

those of current immigrants. 

 

“I think there’s this great potential,” Smucker said. 

“Hopefully, there will be more courses that give students 

this opportunity to push their skills to a new level, and 

create something that can resonate far beyond the 

classroom.” 

 

 

http://www.caags.org/
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President’s Message 

By Dr. Edna F, Briggs 

 

 
FAMILY TREE MAGAZINE 

  

I am going to break my practice of endorsing 

commercial products in print because there is one 

genealogy-related product that, in my opinion, deserves 

a loud endorsement - - Family Tree Magazine. 

  

When I began my research in 1994, there were 

genealogy journals available out there, but they 

contained absolutely nothing specifically relevant to my 

ancestors and their points in history.  And it seemed as 

though this continued for quite some time.  I do not 

know exactly when Family Tree Magazine came onto 

the scene and got my attention.  I recall seeing it 

somewhere and began watching it for a while… 

  

Now, I have been a subscriber for more than one 

year.  And every single issue that I have received has 

contained something important and/or relevant to 

African American history and research.  For instance, 

the January/February 2017 issue contains a Complete 

Guide to Freedmen’s Bureau Records.  I will be using 

this in a presentation soon.   

  

I prefer the hard copy version, going forward, remember 

that.. 

         A CAAGS member has provided a gift 

subscription to the Society and the hard copies are in 

CAAGS Collection at the LDS Family History Library. 

        With the onset of forthcoming holidays 

(birthdays, Mother’s Day, , etc.,), request that you be 

given a gift subscription to Family Tree Magazine. 

mailto:CAAGS@hotmail.com
http://www.caags.org/
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        Go to their web site and subscribe on your own. 

  

No matter which option you choose, you will not be 

disappointed!!! 

 

2017 Calendar of Events 
On going  

CAAGS Writers Group (monthly) 

CAAGS DNA Interest Group (Quarterly) 

Check our website for 2017 meeting details 

www.caags.org 
 

April 15 

CAAGS General Meeting, 11:45am Beginner/Intermediate 

classes – Topic: How Did That Happen?  1-3pm general 

meeting 

 

May 10- 13 

The NGS 2017 Family History Conference in Raleigh, NC; 

For info www.conference.ngsgenealogy.org/ or contact 

NGS Registrar C Holmes at registration@ngsgenealogy.org 

 

May 20 

CAAGS General Meeting, 11:45am Beginner/Intermediate 

classes – 1-3pm general meeting 

 

June 9 -11 
48th Southern California Genealogy Jamboree - Hunting 

Your Heritage. Los Angeles Marriott Burbank Airport 

Hotel 2500 Hollywood Way, Burbank, CA. 91505. Early 

Bird Registration Deadline is 22 April, Pre-registration 

closes 20 May 2017. Jamboree walk-in registrations will be 

accepted at the door. Jamboree is on Facebook at 

SouthernCaliforniaGenealogyJamboree and follow on 

Twitter @scgsgenealogy with #SCGS2017 
 

* The calendar is subject to change without notice.  

Please check our website for the most up to date 

information, www.caags.org or call (323)806-5634 ☎ 

 

 

How To Become a Professional Genealogist 
 

Do you think that the genealogical profession is one that 

you will enjoy? Follow these simple steps to see if you 

have the necessary skill, experience, and expertise to offer 

your services to others on a fee basis. Includes tips on 

becoming a certified or accredited genealogist. 

 

How to Become a Professional Genealogist 

Read and follow the code of ethics of the Association of 

Professional Genealogists and the Board for Certification 

of Genealogists. Even if you belong to neither organization, 

this lets clients know you are serious about work quality 

and ethics 

  

Consider your experience. A genealogist must be familiar 

with the various types of genealogical records available and 

know where to access them, as well as know how to 

analyze and interpret evidence. If you are unsure about 

your qualifications, enlist the services of a professional 

genealogist to critique your work and offer guidance. 

  

Consider your writing skills. You must be knowledgeable 

of the proper format for source citations and have good 

grammar and writing skills in order to communicate your 

findings to clients. Practice your writing constantly. Once 

you have it polished, submit an article or case study for 

possible publication in a local genealogical society 

newsletter/journal or other genealogical publication. 

 

Join the Association of Professional Genealogists. This 

society exists not only for practicing genealogists, but also 

for people who desire to further their skills. They offer 

ongoing professional development in the skills needed to 

run a successful genealogy business. 

  

Educate yourself by taking genealogy classes, attending 

seminars and workshops, and reading genealogical 

magazines, journals, and books. No matter how much you 

know, there is always more to learn. 

  

Volunteer with a local genealogical society, library or 

group. This will keep you in touch with a network of fellow 

genealogists, and help to further develop your skills. If you 

have the time, start or join a transcribing or indexing 

project for additional practice at reading genealogical 

documents. 

  

Make a list of your goals as a professional 

genealogist.  Think about what types of research interests 

you, the access you have to necessary resources and the 

profitability of doing research as a business. What do you 

want to do? Professional genealogists don't all do client 

research - some are authors, editors, teachers, heir 

searchers, bookstore owners, adoption specialists and other 

related fields. 

  

Develop your business skills. You cannot run a successful 

business without knowing about accounting, taxes, 

advertising, licenses, billing and time management. 

  

Get a copy of Professional Genealogy: A Manual for 

Researchers, Writers, Editors, Lecturers, and Librarians. 
This book is the bible for genealogy professionals and 

those who want to become professional. It offers advice 

http://www.caags.org/
http://www.caags.org/
mailto:C%20Holmes
mailto:registration@ngsgenealogy.org
http://www.caags.org/
http://genealogy.about.com/od/genealogists/qt/professional.htm
http://apgen.org/ethics/index.html
http://apgen.org/ethics/index.html
http://www.bcgcertification.org/aboutbcg/code.html
http://www.bcgcertification.org/aboutbcg/code.html
http://genealogy.about.com/od/dictionaries/g/genealogist.htm
http://genealogy.about.com/od/education/tp/Online-Genealogy-Courses.htm
http://genealogy.about.com/od/magazines/tp/magazines.htm
http://genealogy.about.com/od/magazines/tp/magazines.htm
http://genealogy.about.com/od/social_networking/tp/portals.htm
http://genealogy.about.com/od/social_networking/tp/portals.htm
http://genealogy.about.com/od/basics/a/abstracting_2.htm
http://genealogy.about.com/od/basics/a/abstracting_2.htm
https://www.thebalance.com/
http://aax-us-east.amazon-adsystem.com/x/c/QnZhBumm46ZZ0qQ6UJuKgo4AAAFZ7SXPMwEAAAFKAQPa-vE/http:/www.amazon.com/Professional-Genealogy-Researchers-Lecturers-ibrarians/dp/0806316489/ref=as_at?creativeASIN=0806316489&linkCode=w50&imprToken=Pj-GevBTjvqWk-HdsCBtUw&slotNum=0&tag=aboutcom02genealogy-20
http://aax-us-east.amazon-adsystem.com/x/c/QnZhBumm46ZZ0qQ6UJuKgo4AAAFZ7SXPMwEAAAFKAQPa-vE/http:/www.amazon.com/Professional-Genealogy-Researchers-Lecturers-ibrarians/dp/0806316489/ref=as_at?creativeASIN=0806316489&linkCode=w50&imprToken=Pj-GevBTjvqWk-HdsCBtUw&slotNum=0&tag=aboutcom02genealogy-20
http://genealogy.about.com/od/genealogists/a/business.htm
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and instruction on everything from abstracting to setting up 

a business. 

  

Consider applying for certification or accreditation. The 

Board for Certification of Genealogists (BCG) grants 

certification in research, as well as in two teaching 

categories, and the International Commission for the 

Accreditation of Professional Genealogists (ICAPGen) 

offers accreditation in specific geographical areas. Even if 

you decide not to become certified or accredited, the 

guidelines offered by these testing programs will help you 

to objectively evaluate your genealogical skills. 

  

Tips: 
Practice your research skills every chance you get.  Visit 

courthouses, libraries, archives, etc. and explore the 

records. Get as much experience as you can before working 

for others. 

  

Don’t stop researching your own family history.  It is most 

likely the reason you fell in love with genealogy in the first 

place and will continue to provide inspiration and 

enjoyment. 
Taken from About Genealogy, August 2016 

 

What is the World Family Tree? 
 

Geni is creating one family tree for the entire world, built 

from the collaborative research of millions of genealogists. 
 

The World Family Tree on Geni is the definitive family 

tree for the entire world. It respects the privacy of living 

people while allowing millions of users to collaborate on 

their shared ancestry by constantly expanding and 

improving the tree. The World Family Tree currently has 

more than 110 million profiles and is growing rapidly. 

 

Why is the World Family Tree better than having a 

standalone tree? 

 

The World Family Tree is better because it is like having 

millions of people solving the same jigsaw puzzle together 

instead of each of us solving a separate, tiny puzzle. 

Traditionally, people have embarked on individual studies 

of their family history in the hope of preserving it for future 

generations. However, this isolated approach results in the 

same research being repeated over and over again. By 

combining all research into a single, collaborative tree, 

users can focus on verifying existing information and 

pursue new leads rather than wasting time repeating what 

others have already found.  

 

With the World Family Tree you will be delighted to 

constantly discover new information about your family 

because so many other users are constantly working to 

improve it with new findings. Sources and citations are 

included so the work of others can be checked and 

enhanced. If mistakes are found, you can fix them quickly 

on the World Family Tree, which is not possible with 

standalone trees that are controlled by someone else. Thus, 

errors gradually disappear instead of perpetuating, growing 

worse, and achieving the false notion of accuracy simply by 

being repeated by others. The World Family Tree allows 

identical profiles to be merged into one, reducing 

duplication and collecting the best information for all to 

share. Profiles support multiple languages so you can easily 

document names and biographies separately in different 

languages. The World Family Tree is also curated; a large 

team of expert volunteer Curators help other Geni users by 

answering their questions and ensuring the high quality of 

the tree.  

 

What does the future hold? 

 
The World Family Tree is the largest high-quality 

collaborative family tree of the world and its continued 

growth and improvement will eventually make it the go-to 

reference for everyone in the world who wishes to learn 

more about their family history and see how their family 

connects to the rest of humanity. The World Family Tree 

becomes a richer resource for everyone every day as more 

profiles are added and documented with records and 

sources such as census records, gravestone photos and 

newspaper articles. For more info visit: 

https://www.geni.com/worldfamilytree/learn-more 

 

LeBron James Is Making His  

Cleveland Ancestors Proud 
By Megan Smolenyak  

 
There’s no shortage of coverage of the stunning 

performance of LeBron James in the NBA finals, nor of his 

Prodigal Son, return-to-Cleveland tale. Even so, he’s 

widely regarded as a son of Akron, which makes perfect 

sense since he was born and raised there. But few realize 

that when he rebounded to Cleveland last year, he was - in 

a very real sense - going back to his roots. Whether LeBron 

knows it or not, three generations of his family once called 

Cleveland home. 

 

LeBron has classic, Great Migration heritage, and two 

branches of his family tree made their way from the South 

to Cleveland. The Gay family was first, arriving from 

Conyers, Georgia in the 19-teens, and just a few years later, 

his Anderson line ventured there from Hardeman County, 

Tennessee. The two families were united through the 

marriage of LeBron’s great-great-grandparents in 1926. 

http://www.caags.org/
http://www.bcgcertification.org/
http://www.icapgen.org/
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Four years later, one of his great-grandmothers would be 

born in Cleveland, and the 1930 census captured three 

generations living together at 3158 East 82nd Street. 

 

T h e  B l o g  Updated Jun 15, 2016 

 

Getting Our Children and Teens Interested  

in Genealogy . . . 
 

The other day I came across a profile of a Geni.com user 

(and curator) that became my inspiration for this Project. 

After reading his profile, I realized how truly fortunate he 

had been being raised in a family that had taught him about 

his heritage and family history from such an early age of 3 

years old. This upbringing shaped his future for him to 

continue his studies and become an inspirational 

genealogist and teacher to so many others.  

 

I often have thought about how I could also inspire my 

children and grandchildren in this same way, for I have 

found it is a challenge to get them to share an interest and 

develop that interest into a shared love of genealogy and 

family heritage. My upbringing was the complete opposite 

of Kenneth's being raised by my mother in a home where 

my family history and ancestors was never discussed and 

prohibited, which compelled me later on in my life to find 

out who I came from and why the mysteries.  

 

I grew up with so many unanswered questions and wished 

so much I could have known my heritage at a younger age. 

Now that my children are having children of their own, I 

have noticed more of an interest than when they were teens, 

so hopefully my children and I together can start a new 

tradition of passing on our family tree. 

 

But it comes with challenges - How do we make genealogy 

fun to learn for our children, teens and grand children? 

 

This Project can be a way for us to all share ideas and 

stories, family vacations, recipes, and tips on how we all 

can pass down a true passion of our family heritages and 

genealogy to our future generations. Please Join In!!!! 

 

So, I took a quick look at the web and found some 

wonderful sites with great ideas, tips and ideas on how we 

can pass the genealogy “bug” to our children and keep it 

fun!!!  

- Jacqueli Charlene Finley 

 

Obituaries Help: Ways to Get Kids Interested in Genealogy 

Genealogy Soup: Genealogy – A Hobby Children Can 

Enjoy! 

Genealogy Resource Center 

eHow: How to Get Kids Interested in Genealogy 

American Ancestors.org: Family History Fun for Children 

Focus Den: How to Get Your Children Interested in the 

Family History Hunt 

info.com: Family Genealogy 

National Genealogical Society on Twitter 

Tracing the Tribe - The Jewish Genealogy Blog: Family 

Photos: Playing games 

Squidoo: Genealogy For Kids 

Native American Genealogy: Reconnecting With Your 

American Indian Heritage 

Cyndi’s List: Genealogy - Kids & Teens 

Family-Tree Magazine: Genealogy Activities for Kids 

about.com: Teaching Kids to Be Ancestor Detectors 

 

Pre School - Elementary School 
1. “The Family Book” - Pre School  

2. “Me and My Family Tree” - Kindergarten +  

3. “The Kids’ Family Tree Book” - Grade 2 + 

4. “Links to the Past through Genealogy” - Grades 5 -8  

 

Young Adults + 

5. “Everything guide to Online Genealogy”- 2011 edition 

6. “Genealogy on Line for DUMMIES” - 2011 edition  

7. “My Life & Times” Journaling---your legacy to future 

generations 

8. More on Journaling 

One Line A Day - 5 Year Journal 

The Grandmother Book: Journal About You for Your 

Grandchildren 

The Grandfather Book: Journal About You for Your 

Grandchildren 

http://www.caags.org/
http://www.obituarieshelp.org/blog/?p=49
http://genealogysoup.com/blog/genealogy-a-hobby-children-can-enjoy/
http://genealogysoup.com/blog/genealogy-a-hobby-children-can-enjoy/
http://www.genealogyresourcecenter.com/
http://www.ehow.com/how_7572721_kids-interested-genealogy.html
http://www.americanancestors.org/family-history-fun-for-children/
http://genealogy.focusden.com/genealogy/children-and-family-history-research.html
http://genealogy.focusden.com/genealogy/children-and-family-history-research.html
http://topics.info.com/Family-Genealogy_1794
http://twitter.com/#!/ngsgenealogy/status/62859622666600448
http://tracingthetribe.blogspot.com/2010/12/family-photos-playing-games.html
http://tracingthetribe.blogspot.com/2010/12/family-photos-playing-games.html
http://www.squidoo.com/genealogy4kids
http://www.native-languages.org/genealogy.htm
http://www.native-languages.org/genealogy.htm
http://www.cyndislist.com/kids.htm
http://www.familytreemagazine.com/article/genealogy-activities-for-kids/
http://genealogy.about.com/od/children/a/detective.htm
http://www.amazon.com/One-Line-Day-Five-YearMemory/dp/0811870197/ref=pd_bxgy_b_text_c
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0740771124/ref=pd_lpo_k2_dp_sr_2?pf_rd_p=486539851&pf_rd_s=lpo-top-stripe-1&pf_rd_t=201&pf_rd_i=1440312796&pf_rd_m=ATVPDKIKX0DER&pf_rd_r=0SM9N63RHK6WNM68KXY4
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0740771124/ref=pd_lpo_k2_dp_sr_2?pf_rd_p=486539851&pf_rd_s=lpo-top-stripe-1&pf_rd_t=201&pf_rd_i=1440312796&pf_rd_m=ATVPDKIKX0DER&pf_rd_r=0SM9N63RHK6WNM68KXY4
http://www.amazon.com/Your-Grandfather-Gift-Memory-Grandchild/dp/1600590934/ref=pd_bxgy_b_img_b
http://www.amazon.com/Your-Grandfather-Gift-Memory-Grandchild/dp/1600590934/ref=pd_bxgy_b_img_b
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President’s Message 

By Dr. Edna F, Briggs 

 

 
CHANGE IS COMING 

 

At the January 2017 general membership meeting, 

Future Proofing CAAGS was the main topic.  Since then 

CAAGS’ Officers have discussed the recommendations 

that were made.  One of the issues raised was that the 

monthly meetings are too long.  So far, the Board has 

begun to make plans to implement the following changes 

effective September 2017:  

 

 Conduct most Board meetings via teleconference 

calls; 

 Regular meetings will start at 10:00 a.m., with 

Beginners/Intermediate classes. 

 Business meetings will consist of presentation of 

action items and announcements. Copies of the 

Society’s business documents (minutes, financial 

reports, etc.) will be available for review at the sign-

in table. Length will be approximately 15 minutes, 

unless there’s a need for more time. 

 Following the guest speaker, the goal will be to end 

the meetings by 2:00 p.m. 

 

Again, this plan is preliminary and slated to become 

effective September 2017.    If you have comments or 

suggestions that you feel will be helpful, please share 

them. 

 

Finally, in celebrating Mother’s Day this year, consider 

writing a story (short or long) about your mother or 

maternal figure.      

 

mailto:CAAGS@hotmail.com
http://www.caags.org/
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2017 Calendar of Events 
On going  
CAAGS Writers Group (monthly) 

CAAGS DNA Interest Group (Quarterly) 

Check our website for 2017 meeting details 

www.caags.org 

May 10- 13 
The NGS 2017 Family History Conference in Raleigh, NC; 

For info www.conference.ngsgenealogy.org/ or contact 

NGS Registrar C Holmes at registration@ngsgenealogy.org 

 

May 20 

CAAGS General Meeting, 11:45am Beginner/Intermediate 

classes – 1-3pm general meeting.   

 

June 9 -11 

48th Southern California Genealogy Jamboree - Hunting 

Your Heritage. Los Angeles Marriott Burbank Airport 

Hotel 2500 Hollywood Way, Burbank, CA. 91505. 

Jamboree walk-in registrations will be accepted at the door. 

Jamboree is on Facebook at 

SouthernCaliforniaGenealogyJamboree and follow on 

Twitter @scgsgenealogy with #SCGS2017 

 

June 17 

CAAGS General Meeting, 11:45am Beginner/Intermediate 

classes – 1-3pm general meeting.   

 

July/August 

No membership meeting 

 

* The calendar is subject to change without notice.  

Please check our website for the most up to date 

information, www.caags.org or call (323)806-5634 ☎ 

 

 
~  

Los Angeles Family History Library 
10741 Santa Monica Blvd. 

Los Angeles, CA 90025 

 

Beginner’s Basic 3-Day Course 

May 16-18, 2017 

Advanced 3-Day Course 
June 13 – 15, 2017 

Hispanic Thursdays 
First Thursday each month, 5:00 – 8:00 p.m. 

 

FREE - DIY 
Convert VHS Tapes to Disc (CD/DVD) 

For more information, call (310) 474-9990 

Please share this with others!!! 

~ 

Genealogy Garage: Forensic Genealogy 

Saturday, May 20, 11 - 12:30 p.m.  

Los Angeles Public Library 

630 W. 5th Street, Los Angeles, CA 90071 

Taper Auditorium on the Main Floor 

 

Genealogy Garage: Forensic Genealogy. Today, forensics 

are more popular than ever thanks to television shows like 

CSI and Forensic Files. Solving mysteries by analyzing 

evidence, investigating DNA connections, and uncovering 

secrets that no one wanted discovered…sounds a lot like 

genealogy! 

 

Come meet Colleen Fitzpatrick, PhD, a real-life Forensic 

Genealogist who has worked dozens of cold cases 

nationwide, was involved in the identification of the 

“unknown child on the Titanic,” and is currently involved 

with the Abraham Lincoln DNA project. Colleen will speak 

to us about some of the cases she has worked (and even 

solved!) by using an innovative blend of forensic and 

genealogical tools that were unavailable in the past. 

 

Learn why forensic genealogy is one of the most interesting 

new aspects of solving the mysteries of how we’re 

connected—after all, John or Jane Doe in a forensic case 

has to be someone’s long-lost relative, right? It’s up to the 

forensic genealogist to connect the dots! Open to the public 

and free. 

 

Book Review - Publish Your Family History:  

A Step-by-Step Guide to Writing the Stories of 

Your Ancestors 
 

I’m not a good storyteller. I’ve ruined many a good yarn 

with a lot of pointless detail and too much talk. 

I haven’t a clue how to design a book cover except by 

stealing the ideas of others. 

 

I have no idea how to put together a book except by reading 

the instructions written by Dina Carson. 

 

Ms. Carson is a Colorado genealogist, gravestone 

photographer, writer, and publisher. Her books on self-

publishing are so helpful, easy to read, full of direction and 

inspiration, I simply don’t try to write a book without her 

references nearby. 

 “Writing the Stories” is one of her several publications 

meant to help us get our family stories out of our 

computers and on to the printed page. This is a very 

helpful self-help guide segmented into five sections: 

 “Getting Started” helps get you thinking about picking 

a project to write about, a general idea how publishing 

works, and the right tools for the right job, where she 

http://www.caags.org/
http://www.caags.org/
mailto:C%20Holmes
mailto:registration@ngsgenealogy.org
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talks about which software’s are available for 

organizing notes, the different word processing 

programs, design and project layout programs, and 

programs for images capturing and editing. 

 “Planning” discusses identifying your target market, 

conducting a research review, scanning and optical 

character recognition (a very nicely detailed and 

understandable explanation about scanning), 

developing a new research plan, how to overcome 

writer’s block, and drafting a preliminary outline. 

 “Writing” has chapters on becoming a storyteller (a 

very helpful chapter), creating your own style guide, 

writing a first draft, and editing your manuscript. 

 “Production” includes chapters on creating page 

layout, typesetting the front pages, body of the book, 

and back matter, designing the cover, and preparing the 

final files. 

 “Marketing” has chapters on creating a marketing plan, 

reaching your audience, generating publicity, and 

selling online. 

Ms. Carson thinks of everything to get us going, and even 

thinks of a few things to help us wrap up a completed and 

polished project. And proudly present to our families. 

Publish Your Family History: A Step-by-Step Guide to 

Writing the Stories of Your Ancestors by Dina C. Carson is 

available from the publisher at http://bit.ly/2oBZwl2 or 

from Amazon at: http://amzn.to/2oRdGhI. 
- Dick Eastman · April 3, 2017  

 

How to Start Family Food Traditions from Scratch 
 

In my younger years, I found myself drawn to the exotic 

food traditions of those around me, feeling like my own 

food heritage was, well, unexciting. Compared to the 

standard American meals we ate at home, it seemed other 

people’s kitchens were brimming with rich culinary 

traditions, such as: 

 A grade-school friend whose Cuban mother would 

bring various spiced dishes for us to sample on special 

occasions in the classroom. 

 A college roommate with proud Dutch ancestry who 

would enjoy homemade oliebollen, a doughnut-like 

pastry, with her family around the holidays. 

 A work colleague whose Mexican mother made 

incredible tamales for their traditional Christmas meal. 

 A friend of a friend who brought seeds back from Italy 

so he could grow the specific pepper he needed for the 

incredible spaghetti sauce recipe handed down from 

the old country. 

 

Given that the most recent immigrants in my family tree 

arrived in the late 1800s, my food heritage involves the 

typical small-town All-American fare: roast beef and 

mashed potatoes, casseroles, grilled hamburgers and 

macaroni salad, fish sticks and mac ’n cheese. (And, 

because my parents and grandparents hail from a small 

Mormon town in Idaho, various combinations of Jell-O, 

Cool Whip, and fruit cocktail.)  

 

As I’ve started cooking for my own family, enjoying the 

increased confidence that comes with age and experience, 

I’ve (mostly) let go of ridiculous comparisons to other 

people’s family recipes. A meal doesn’t have to impress 

someone else for it to be meaningful to me. Tamales and 

oliebollen only seem exotic because I grew up eating 

something different. As hard as it is to imagine, there’s 

probably someone out there who considers macaroni salad 

a rare and luxurious treat.  

 

Whether you cook traditional recipes handed down for 

generations or are starting your food traditions from 

scratch, here are three ways to weave your own unique 

heritage into your family meals, both on special occasions 

and every day of the week.  

 

Tip #1: Celebrate the Food You Grew Up Eating 
As a newlywed, I loved trying new recipe after new recipe, 

boldly forging my own path in the kitchen. In recent years, 

as I’ve come to appreciate my mother and grandmothers 

more and more, I’ve decided to be more mindful about 

cooking the food they cooked. Here are a few ways I’ve 

embraced my family’s food traditions: 

 At Easter time and any other time we cook a ham, I 

proudly whip up my Grandma Mona’s mustard sauce. 

I’ve also baked several recipes from the cookbook she 

typed up for a family reunion in the 1980s. 

 Every Independence Day, I relish the chance to make 

the most traditional American 4th of July meal 

imaginable: grilled hamburgers, my mom’s macaroni 

salad, corn on the cob, potato chips, a bowl of black 

olives to slip on little-kid fingers, and strawberry 

shortcake (with blueberries added in honor of the red, 

white, and blue).  

 When my husband’s not looking (he’s not a fan), I 

make a comfort food from my childhood: American 

goulash. Nothing like the Hungarian original, our 

version involves elbow macaroni, ground beef, Italian 

seasoning, mom’s bottled tomatoes, canned corn, 

seasoned salt, and shredded cheddar cheese. 

 

Your Turn 
Embrace what’s unique about the food you grew up eating, 

and take the time to document some of the memories 

surrounding your childhood meals. Even consider 

preparing some of those dishes, for old times’ sake. If you 

have old recipes in your mom’s or grandma’s handwriting, 

take pictures with your smartphone and upload them to the 

http://www.caags.org/
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FamilySearch app, adding your thoughts and memories for 

context. 

 

Tip #2: Research New Family Dishes 
The lack of so-called glamour in the recipes handed down 

by my forebears hasn’t stopped me from bringing my 

heritage into my kitchen in other ways.  

 

Because we have distant Irish ancestry, my mom often 

prepared corned beef and cabbage soup on St. Patrick’s 

Day—not an old family recipe, just something she started. 

That particular dish doesn’t fly with my family, so I’ve 

started my own March 17th tradition: corned beef paired 

with colcannon, a mashed-potato-and-cabbage dish I found 

online that quickly became a favorite. Who cares if it’s not 

a family recipe? It’s still a fun way to honor my remote 

Irish roots—and spark protests from my husband and 

stepson about failing to honor their much more recent 

Norwegian heritage. (My husband’s grandmother 

emigrated from Norway.)  

 

So I did a little research and discovered that Norway’s 

Constitution Day is May 17th—exactly two months after 

my Irish holiday—and is a great excuse to prepare 

Norwegian fare for my two favorite Vikings. I rejected 

anything involving lutefisk, pigs’ feet, or a whole sheep’s 

head, and finally landed on something much more 

palatable: Norwegian pancakes.  

 

Your Turn 
Weave your deep ancestry into your current food traditions. 

Search online for traditional dishes from your ancestors’ 

home countries, and find special occasions on which to 

prepare them. You might make homemade guacamole on 

Cinco de Mayo, stir-fry around Chinese New Year, or pasta 

e fagioli on Italy’s Liberation Day.  

 

Tip #3: Pioneer Your Own Food Traditions 
My friend Wendy was raised in a middle-class home by 

parents who both came from disadvantaged backgrounds. 

In forming their own family, Wendy’s parents had to start 

from scratch when it came to many basic life skills. Her 

mom learned a rotation of recipes that she was comfortable 

cooking, and she rarely departed from it. The dishes are 

practical and affordable, nothing fancy or exotic, but they 

are meaningful in their simplicity. Wendy cooks some of 

those recipes for her own children, including the church-

potluck staple Hawaiian haystacks.  

 

Wendy has also taken a pioneering role in her family in 

thinking more deliberately about the food legacy she wants 

to leave.  

 As a nod to their European ancestry, Wendy hosts 

crepe parties for her family, providing a wide variety of 

savory and sweet toppings. 

 She started a tradition of baking and decorating 

hundreds of sugar cookies with her kids and their 

cousins around Christmastime, and it’s still going 

strong more than 20 years later. 

 She regularly prepares shepherd’s pie in honor of her 

husband’s LDS mission to England before they were 

married. 

 Now that three of her sons have served missions (to 

French-speaking Canada, the Philippines, and Peru), 

she tries to prepare a dish from each country around the 

holidays. 

 

Your Turn 
If you don’t have established food traditions, take the 

initiative to start your own. I have plenty of cookbooks that 

I’ve used over the years, but I collect my favorite recipes in 

a three-ring binder, where I handwrite the instructions and 

always include notes about where the recipe came from, 

when I started making it, and why we love it. I hope it will 

be a wonderful keepsake to pass down to my daughter and 

her children. I haven’t yet included goulash in the book, but 

I have a spot saved for it under the Pasta tab. 
 February 2, 2017 By Angie Lucas, via FamilySearch Blog 

 

 

 

SCGS Genealogy Jamboree 2017 

 
Whether you are new to genealogy research or have been 

tracking your family history for years, this year’s three-day 

Conference features something for everyone! 

 125+ class sessions for beginning, intermediate, or 

advanced researchers 

 85+ top-notch speakers in the fields of genetic 

genealogy and genealogical research 

 13 special in-depth workshops - seats are going fast! 

 JamboFREE Sessions Friday morning including 

Genealogy World and DNA World Roundtables, 

Genealogy Basics, Growing Your Society Track and a 

Professional Genealogist Track 

 Tours to The Autry Museum and the SCGS Library 

 Friday and Saturday banquets and sponsored breakfasts 

 Exhibit hall packed with vendors and 

societies FREE all weekend  

 One-on-one research assistance provided by members 

of the Southern California Chapter, Association of 

Professional Genealogists  

 Fun social activities all weekend and MORE! 
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A Glimpse Into the Life of a Slave Sold to Save 

Georgetown University 

The New York Times has published an interesting article 

by Rachel L. Swarns about the life of a slave who was 

sold by the Jesuit college, now known as Georgetown 

University. He was then shipped to Louisiana and would 

survive slavery and the Civil War. He would live to see 

freedom and the dawning of the 20th century. One thing 

is unusual about this man: pictures of him still exist 

today. 

The photos had been stored in the archives of the 

Ellender Memorial Library at Nicholls State University 

in Thibodaux, La., not far from where Mr. Campbell was 

enslaved. 

Clifton Theriot, the library’s archivist and interim 

director, made the connection late last year after 

stumbling across an article in a genealogical quarterly 

about the Jesuit slaves who had been shipped to 

Louisiana. He was startled to see Mr. Campbell’s name 

listed among them. 

He reached out to Judy Riffel, the author of the article 

that had inspired his search through the archives. She is 

the lead genealogist for the Georgetown Memory 

Project, a group founded by Richard J. Cellini, a 

Georgetown alumnus, to identify the 272 slaves and 

their descendants. 

You can read more about this project in the New York 

Times at: http://nyti.ms/2lUqgjm while more 

information about the Georgetown Memory Project may 

be found at: http://www.georgetownmemoryproject.org/. 

mailto:CAAGS@hotmail.com
http://www.caags.org/
http://www.georgetownmemoryproject.org/
http://www.georgetownmemoryproject.org/
http://nyti.ms/2lUqgjm
http://www.georgetownmemoryproject.org/
http://www.georgetownmemoryproject.org/
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2017 Calendar of Events 
On going  
CAAGS Writers Group (monthly on Friday) 

CAAGS DNA Interest Group (Quarterly) 

Check our website for 2017 meeting details 

www.caags.org 
 

June 9 -11 

48th Southern California Genealogy Jamboree - Hunting 

Your Heritage. Los Angeles Marriott Burbank Airport 

Hotel 2500 Hollywood Way, Burbank, CA. 91505. 

Jamboree walk-in registrations will be accepted at the door.  

 

June 17 

CAAGS General Meeting, 11:45am - 3pm general meeting 

and Juneteenth Celebration.   

 

July/August 
No membership meeting.  See you in September…. 

 

September 16 

Welcome Back – Please note change in meeting time --

CAAGS General Meeting, 10am Beginner/Intermediate 

classes – 11am general meeting and Show and Tell.  

  

* The calendar is subject to change without notice.  

Please check our website for the most up to date 

information, www.caags.org or call (323)806-5634 ☎ 

 

SCGS Genealogy Jamboree 2017 

 
Whether you are new to genealogy research or have been 

tracking your family history for years, this year’s three-day 

Conference features something for everyone! 

 

 125+ class sessions for beginning, intermediate, or 

advanced researchers 

 85+ top-notch speakers in the fields of genetic 

genealogy and genealogical research 

 13 special in-depth workshops - seats are going fast! 

 JamboFREE Sessions Friday morning including 

Genealogy World and DNA World Roundtables, 

Genealogy Basics, Growing Your Society Track and a 

Professional Genealogist Track 

 Tours to The Autry Museum and the SCGS Library 

 Friday and Saturday banquets and sponsored breakfasts 

 Exhibit hall packed with vendors and 

societies FREE all weekend  

 One-on-one research assistance provided by members 

of the Southern California Chapter, Association of 

Professional Genealogists  

 Fun social activities all weekend and MORE! 

Your Opinion Matters… 
The Board of Directors of CAAGS would like your 

feedback regarding our monthly newsletter.  Currently the 

newsletter is delivered via email unless members pay an 

additional fee with their membership dues for a postal mail 

copy of the newsletter.  Due to constantly rising postage 

and printing costs it is becoming more challenging to 

provide this service at a reasonable fee.  

 

A suggestion has come to the attention of the Board that we 

discontinue offering a postal mail option for the newsletter.  

All members would receive their newsletter via email and 

the Society would make a limited number of the newsletter 

available at the monthly membership meetings to be 

disbursed on a first come, first served basis to members 

only, at no fee.  We would like to start this in January 2017. 

   

If you have any comments, alternate suggestions, etc. 

please contact our President or any member of the Board.  

If we do not hear back from you, the Board may choose to 

proceed with the suggestion outlined in this announcement. 

 

Juneteenth Celebration 
Our next meeting will include a Juneteenth Celebration and 

Pot Luck.  Please contact Valerie Warrick-Durette 

(valpurple@aol.com) or Akosua Hobart 

(akosua2009@hotmail.com) to advise the dish you would 

like to bring.  Please bring a dish that serves 25-30 people.  

 

*** CAAGS LOGO Apparel *** 

Please see Carolyn Conway (fam.histor@yahoo.com) if 

you are interested in ordering logo apparel. Items include 

T-shirts, Polo shirts and hoodies. Order forms will be 

available at the June meeting. We need a minimum order to 

UPCOMING CHANGES TO  
CAAGS MEETINGS…. 

As mentioned in May in the President’s Message, the 

following changes are slated to start effective with our 

September meeting: 

 

 Regular meetings will start at 10:00 a.m. with the 

Beginners/Intermediate classes 

 Business meetings will consist of presentation of 

action items and announcements. Copies of the 

Society’s business documents (minutes, financial 

reports, etc.) will be available for review at the sign-

in table. Length will be approximately 15 minutes 

unless there’s a need for more time 

 Followed by a guest speaker/special presentation 

 

http://www.caags.org/
http://www.caags.org/
http://www.caags.org/
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001VlVdvERGQuGDTlHNkce3q_YGq3kKQOPX-bTQrBuhOO0A7h30DHbXnKMvaGmXxtaUxMT4zgUkcnK4paY9wzuXATkOs2QiuN7yqJyXB7pS586lLS7lgMyiYlo_O-BiTvFDtsnz1hWFrRbopmLhCJvuqQMpW654Lx74QsuydItK2OertKmqTUoujfXm2iYXxSceCKMF0tPPBW0=&c=3_pENpgnXXPCD5vmeNm3D2Yq7il0X_68Rq6chr_334YQtzL9Dq9W7g==&ch=xyMRSDCvxCs05ZQluoJBAdgivzLp7REfE84NrYwgpZAKFhg3Wx9OOg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001VlVdvERGQuGDTlHNkce3q_YGq3kKQOPX-bTQrBuhOO0A7h30DHbXnKSWupVRWlR6e9PjG4Xv2kdKbk8E1sg5TvUtW7AvYVY9TyPA7fKzHLol2LH_cqWEiarl60iD60mG92lcWD32mugeCfsO51qoTIybkzCl_phsRzkEKFZDEaOUlHVIOEWxmsytyXKBdQVi&c=3_pENpgnXXPCD5vmeNm3D2Yq7il0X_68Rq6chr_334YQtzL9Dq9W7g==&ch=xyMRSDCvxCs05ZQluoJBAdgivzLp7REfE84NrYwgpZAKFhg3Wx9OOg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001VlVdvERGQuGDTlHNkce3q_YGq3kKQOPX-bTQrBuhOO0A7h30DHbXnKMvaGmXxtaU7Kop1SQmXas7RnmCA7PgCAt2UyKL7JWmQSS4qVImeOrZTIyL3F4brLRIt7WZ7oYvJK1mStyGRslL_VKYFGLYB5-zSJnxiKURxEt_cKuEQDveHVR8dbUkFooBhRHjNbzw&c=3_pENpgnXXPCD5vmeNm3D2Yq7il0X_68Rq6chr_334YQtzL9Dq9W7g==&ch=xyMRSDCvxCs05ZQluoJBAdgivzLp7REfE84NrYwgpZAKFhg3Wx9OOg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001VlVdvERGQuGDTlHNkce3q_YGq3kKQOPX-bTQrBuhOO0A7h30DHbXnKMvaGmXxtaULPIyhanm3kbTLECYtgFF4XiEW5kFGgbif6MMz255v1KBdNkqpylbKqQd7lt7nk3V0XWz-SkD52QUFD5Kwp0ZokahtxKFABGfXYEk8cBcqxZA2xm4kvhRyV6sDff5kEuUtF7FGj7epWI=&c=3_pENpgnXXPCD5vmeNm3D2Yq7il0X_68Rq6chr_334YQtzL9Dq9W7g==&ch=xyMRSDCvxCs05ZQluoJBAdgivzLp7REfE84NrYwgpZAKFhg3Wx9OOg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001VlVdvERGQuGDTlHNkce3q_YGq3kKQOPX-bTQrBuhOO0A7h30DHbXnKMvaGmXxtaU1vYkIQNVuRO8oMpYmn21qvIOlCQ9gJRPsiGmZf8dXHJwKmjMaVIjB-8EcK1RfPulCX_WVSeZXoXcPjBaqfTUkgroUW88btHvn-RrWmOwAEDygBUujZYxHg==&c=3_pENpgnXXPCD5vmeNm3D2Yq7il0X_68Rq6chr_334YQtzL9Dq9W7g==&ch=xyMRSDCvxCs05ZQluoJBAdgivzLp7REfE84NrYwgpZAKFhg3Wx9OOg==
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make a purchase with our vendor. If we can get the 

minimum by our June meeting items can ready for pick up 

at the September meeting.  
 

Transatlantic Slave Trade Database Details the 

Largest Forced Migration in History 

 

Between 1500 and 1866, slave traders forced 12.5 million 

Africans aboard transatlantic slave vessels. Before 1820, 

four enslaved Africans crossed the Atlantic for every 

European, making Africa the demographic wellspring for 

the repopulation of the Americas after Columbus’ voyages. 

 

The Trans-Atlantic Slave Trade Database has information 

on almost 36,000 slaving voyages that forcibly embarked 

over 10 million Africans for transport to the Americas 

between the sixteenth and nineteenth centuries. The actual 

number is estimated to have been as high as 12.5 million. 

The database and the separate estimates interface offer 

researchers, students and the general public a chance to 

rediscover the reality of one of the largest forced 

movements of peoples in world history. 

 

The Trans-Atlantic Slave Trade Database is available free 

of charge at: http://www.slavevoyages.org. 

 

Freedmen’s Bureau Papers Needs Volunteers 

 

We seek to balance quality and speed with our transcription 

process - which of course is still evolving as we continue to 

develop this service. At the moment, this is how our system 

works: 

1) Anyone can start transcribing or add to a transcription of 

a document. 

2) Once a volunteer decides they’ve finished and they’re 

ready for review, a different volunteer (who must have an 

account on the site) can review the transcription and either 

send it back for edits, or complete the transcription. 

3) The finished transcript is sent to the Smithsonian, where 

it may be used immediately, or undergo additional work. 

For the full process and overview go to 

The Freedmen’s Bureau Papers, Smithsonian Digital 

Volunteers 

https://transcription.si.edu/instructions-freedmens-

bureau#process 

 

90 year old Grandmother Finally Solves 

The Mystery of Her Adoption 

 
By  Sophie Verass   31 Oct 2016  updated 1 Nov 2016 

 
For a good part of her life, Bettie Miller believed she was a 

baby found in a basket on a church step - but recently 

discovered documents tell another story.  

Bettie Miller is the matriarch of a big family. Four children, 

nine grandchildren, five great-grandchildren - and all their 

corresponding in-laws and partners – fill the old red brick 

family home in Eastwood, Sydney with conversation and 

comfort.  

While Bettie may have spent most of her life devoted to 

family, that wasn’t always the case for a woman who grew 

up with effectively no idea of where she came from. 

Even though she was raised in the sunny suburb of Bondi, 

sadly, Bettie had a dark childhood. At just nine years old 

during a scolding from - who she thought was - her mother, 

Bettie was told that she was adopted. In the same way that 

a parent would send their child to time out, Bettie’s mother 

revealed a family secret and used it as some kind of 

punishment. 

Such bullying and bitterness was very much the dynamic in 

Bettie’s family home. She's still uncertain of whether this 

was due to the strain of the Depression, or her mother 

having an undiagnosed mental illness, or perhaps a mix of 

both. However, when you’ve been told that you’re an 

outsider, it makes it increasingly difficult to gather 

information from within. 

Despite the life-changing information placed upon her, 

Bettie says she wasn’t in a position to find out more. “In 

those days children didn’t ask questions. You just kept your 

mouth shut and did what you were told,” she says. 

So Bettie accepted the story that her birth mother ‘didn’t 

want her’ and that ‘she was a day-old baby found in a 

basket on a church step’ and continued to live in an abusive 

home with a mother who she reflects on sorely as a 

“terrible person”, “a liar” and “an evil woman”. 

Not long after Bettie’s shock discovery, an incident 

occurred that had her “whisked off” and celebrating her 

tenth birthday in an orphanage in Newcastle. That was soon 

to be blessing in disguise however, as she was taken into 

foster care by a woman Bettie still describes as “a 

wonderful, lovely person”. Mrs. Bath owned a large house 

in Merewether where she bred and showed Cocker 

Spaniels. While Bettie and Mrs. Bath were not related by 

blood, this passion and sport evidently ran through their 

family with Bettie becoming a successful breeder and 

shower later in life. 

Four years later Bettie was called back to Bondi to live 

with her adoptive family. “I realise now, I was taken back 

there because I was old enough and able to work,” she 
recalls. “So when I was back there at fourteen, I was 

http://www.caags.org/
http://p.feedblitz.com/r3.asp?l=135883981&f=948986&c=5579315&u=24752822
http://p.feedblitz.com/r3.asp?l=135883981&f=948986&c=5579315&u=24752822
http://p.feedblitz.com/t3.asp?/948986/24752822/5579315_/feeds.feedblitz.com/~/t/0/0/eogn/~www.slavevoyages.org/
http://p.feedblitz.com/t3.asp?/948986/24752822/5579315_/feeds.feedblitz.com/~/t/0/0/eogn/~www.slavevoyages.org/
http://p.feedblitz.com/t3.asp?/948986/24752822/5579315_/feeds.feedblitz.com/~/t/0/0/eogn/~www.slavevoyages.org
https://transcription.si.edu/instructions-freedmens-bureau#process
https://transcription.si.edu/instructions-freedmens-bureau#process
https://transcription.si.edu/instructions-freedmens-bureau#process
https://transcription.si.edu/instructions-freedmens-bureau#process
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immediately working in a factory that made belts and 

buckles and I would have to take my pay home and give it 

to her [adoptive mother] unopened and she would give me 

a couple of shillings out of the pay packet.”  

Finally, at eighteen she was reunited again with Mrs. Bath 

and subsequently, the relationship between her and her 

adoptive family no longer seemed worthwhile. She was 

called in to the ‘Department of Child Welfare’ in Circular 

Quay and was told that her adoptive family had applied to 

have the adoption cancelled. 

“I jumped at it,” she says. “When the adoption was 

cancelled, I had to have a new birth certificate and that’s 

when I found out that my mother’s name was ‘Greenish’, 

because it was automatic that I reverted back to my birth 

name - my birth mother’s name. I was so relieved. It was 

the best news.” 

Then an employee of the CSIRO and in the early stages of 

dating her future husband, eighteen year old Bettie 

discovered her birth mother’s full name; that she was a 

mature 37 years old at the time of giving birth; and the 

mystery of an absent father on her birth certificate. 

Amongst the documentation, were also records of Bettie’s 

baptism which not only showed her birth mother’s consent, 

but also her attendance. Bettie is recorded as being 15 

months old. The supposed one-day-old baby in a basket 

found on a church step was in fact, under her mother’s 

guardianship for - at least - over a year of her life.   

The black hole in Bettie’s family tree plagued her from 

time to time as she worked and raised her children 

throughout her adult years, “I worried what was behind me 

medically,” she says. “I didn’t know what I was passing on 

to my children, so yes, that was something that was in my 

mind. I’ve got diabetes for example, but I don’t know if 

that’s hereditary or just age-related.” 

But it wasn’t until Bettie’s youngest great-grandson was 

born, the name ‘Greenish’ entered her life again. A 

genealogist in Wales named Gloria Greenish had made 

contact with Bettie online in the hope of contributing to her 

own family tree. Mrs. Greenish was compiling her family 

history with the intention of writing a book and had traced 

Bettie, who was her distant cousin through marriage, from 

documentation of her own ancestor – Bettie’s birth mother, 

Lucy. 

Mrs Greenish’s ancestry efforts gave Bettie a whole host of 

information about her birth mother - things that would have 
taken years to discover. The Miller family learned that 

Lucy Greenish was born in Brisbane to UK immigrants 

who had strong Flemmish linage. Their original surname 

had been Anglicised to ‘Greenish’, on account of the 

different accent and alphabet. Lucy had an older brother, 

Frank and a younger sister, Dorothy and was the daughter 

of an insurance broker. The Greenish family migrated to 

New Zealand where Lucy was raised, went to school and 

eventually became a governess at Walter Peak Station near 

Queenstown. Although children seem to have been a large 

part of Lucy’s life, she is not recorded as having any of her 

own, aside from Bettie. She didn’t marry until 1945, when 

she was in 57, 20 years after Bettie was born. Lucy Symes 

(nee Greenish) passed away in Wanganui, New Zealand in 

1976 at 87 years old. 

At 89 years old, Bettie saw a photo of her birth mother for 

the first time. A portrait of Lucy in early 1900s clothing, 

showed an uncanny resemblance to her estranged daughter, 

with the same curve where the brows meet the nose. And 

for the Miller family and to anyone who knows them, it 

became instantly clear where Bettie’s son Bob had 

inherited the distinctive gap between his front teeth. 

Since obtaining an overwhelming amount of information, 

the Miller family have continued to explore their family 

history further and have been determined to find the 

missing pieces of their ancestral puzzle. While they’ve 

unveiled local newspaper clippings mentioning the 

Greenish family and have even visited in Station in New 

Zealand where Lucy Greenish worked as a governess, 

disappointingly no one has yet found any information on 

the identity of Bettie’s birth father. 

With the background knowledge that Lucy Greenish’s 

family largely originates from Belgium (thus occupying the 

Western Europe area), it can be assumed that the 

dominating percentage of UK genetics comes from Bettie's 

father. This is not information she could have bet on prior 

to the test. The AncestryDNA kit also ruled out some 

pondered theories of why Bettie was adopted. Such as, 

being the product of an interracial relationship; a social 

scandal in 1926. Since taking the test, who was once a 

blank space on a birth certificate, Bettie’s biological father 

is now, most likely, a white male of British colonial 

heritage. 

Bettie proved that it’s never too late to solve the toughest 

family mysteries. Since uncovering her family 

secrets, Bettie finally allayed many of the unanswered 

questions that niggled at her from the moment she was told 

she was adopted; what did her mother look like, where did 

they grow up, what were their everyday circumstances, 

and why was she left on a church step? 

http://www.caags.org/
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President’s Message 

By Dr. Edna F. Briggs 
 

 

CAAGS Members, 

Welcome back, the summer almost over, and fall will be 

starting soon.  Trust that you did get time to research and 

learn something new about your family, attended a 

family reunion, or you were able to find time to write 

something about yourself or your ancestors that you can 

leave behind.  All are invited to share something at our 

September meeting’s famous “Show & Tell” event.  

Most importantly, our meeting and activity times will 

change at Mayme Clayton Library and Museum, as you 

requested:  

 10:00 a.m. -11:00 a.m. – Beginning and 

Intermediate Classes  

 11:15 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. – Announcements, etc.  

 11:30 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. (max.) – Guest Speaker, 

Show & Tell, etc. 

Please join us, and invite a friend!! 

 

mailto:CAAGS@hotmail.com
http://www.caags.org/
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2017 Calendar of Events 

 
On going  
CAAGS Writers Group (monthly on 4th Friday) 

CAAGS DNA Interest Group (Quarterly) 

Check our website for 2017 meeting details 

www.caags.org 
 

 

September 16 
Welcome Back – Please note change in the meeting time 

CAAGS General Meeting, 10am Beginner/Intermediate 

classes – 11:15am general meeting and Show and Tell.  

 

October 21 

CAAGS General Meeting, 10am Beginner/Intermediate 

classes – 11:15am general meeting and guest speaker 

 

 * The calendar is subject to change without notice.  

Please check our website for the most up to date 

information, www.caags.org or call (323)806-5634 ☎ 

 

 
*** CAAGS LOGO Apparel *** 

Please see Carolyn Conway (fam.histor@yahoo.com) if 

you are interested in ordering logo apparel. Items include 

T-shirts, Polo shirts and hoodies. Order forms will be 

available at the meeting. We need a minimum order to 

make a purchase with our vendor.  

 

Our condolences to Evelyn Ross on the loss of her  

husband Ralph on July 25th and  

Adrian Foushee on the loss of his mother on July 29th. 

 

UPCOMING CHANGES TO  
CAAGS MEETINGS…. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CALL FOR PRESENTATIONS 

 

49th Annual Southern California Genealogical Jamboree 

Unlock Your Lineage 

Friday, June 1 and Saturday, June 2, 2018 

 

The Southern California Genealogical Society [SCGS] 

announces its Call for Presentations for its 2018 

conferences and event. This Call pertains to the Jamboree, 

Genetic Genealogy, Writers Conference and the 

2018 Jamboree Extension and Webinar Series 

Programs.  Presentations will only be accepted through 

the online portal through September 9, 2017. 
 

Submissions of Presentations:  Speakers interested in 

presenting lectures, workshops or webinars for 2018 must 

submit their proposals through the Jamboree Speaker Portal 

at  next.scgsgenealogy.com/call-for-

presentations/[http://./].  Only those presentations submitted 

through the portal will be considered.  The submission 

process ensures that correct speaker information is used in 

communication, advertising, and conference materials.  

 

SCGS Jamboree draws attendees of all experience levels 

from first timers to conference veterans. The Jamboree 

Extension Series attracts an international audience 

comprised of all skill levels. We encourage the submissions 

of all levels of lectures; all topics will be considered.  New 

presentations are encouraged.  Presentations may include 

the following topics: 

 Digital Resources 

 DNA Genetic Genealogy 

 Ethnic Research 

 Family History Writing 

 Law 

 Methodology 

 Migration, Emigration/Immigration 

 Naturalization 

 Next Generation 

 Preservation/Archival Storage 

 Record Types 

 Repositories 

 

Number of Presentations:  Speakers may submit up to 6 

presentations.  The SCGS Jamboree Committee, at its sole 

discretion, may select none, some, or all of the 

presentations submitted by any speaker. 

 

Session Length:  Jamboree, DNA Day and Writers 

Conference presentations are 60 minutes long, including a 

10-minute Q&A.  Workshops are 3 1/2 hours in 

length.  Jamboree Extension Series Webinars are to be 60 

minutes with an additional 30 minutes for questions. 

As mentioned in the President’s Message, the following 

changes are slated to start effective with our September 

meeting: 

 

 Regular meetings will start at 10:00 a.m. with the 

Beginners/Intermediate classes 

 Business meetings will consist of presentation of 

action items and announcements. Copies of the 

Society’s business documents (minutes, financial 

reports, etc.) will be available for review at the sign-

in table. Length will be approximately 15 minutes 

unless there’s a need for more time 

 Followed by a guest speaker/special presentation 

 

http://www.caags.org/
http://www.caags.org/
http://www.caags.org/
mailto:fam.histor@yahoo.com
http://next.scgsgenealogy.com/call-for-presentations/
http://next.scgsgenealogy.com/call-for-presentations/
http://next.scgsgenealogy.com/call-for-presentations/


 

 

Visit us at www.caags.org and follow us on Facebook, California African American Genealogical Society 

3 

  

 

PBS to Renew 

Finding Your Roots 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Public Broadcasting Service (PBS) has announced its 

fall lineup of new television programs. Of interest to 

genealogists, “Finding Your Roots with Henry Louis Gates 

Jr.” is returning Oct. 3. Celebrities who will learn about 

their ancestors include Scarlett Johansson, Aziz Ansari, 

Bryant Gumbel, and Garrison Keillor. 

 

Archival Survival: California, Missouri, and Texas 

Archives Enhance Family Sleuthing 
Written by Jeanne Rollberg 

 

Are there things you’d like to learn about your great-great-

grandfather?  Have you fully explored archives to flesh out 

his life? We family history researchers often give thanks 

for all of the critical documents and resources provided by 

the National Archives and Records Administration 

(NARA). We receive ancestor census and military records, 

among others, from NARA through various databases such 

as FamilySearch and Ancestry.com. If we’re lucky, we may 

even get to go on site to a NARA location. 

 

As we seek more comprehensive information on ancestors, 

we can also use NARA’s helpful state archives contact lists 

and resources to pinpoint likely archives for our 

projects here. 

 

It’s critical to remember: State archives provide records, 

artifacts, collections, newspapers and treasures that often 

document ancestors at the micro level. In this first part of a 

multi-part series, we’ll look at archives in California, 

Texas, and Missouri. 

 

California State Archives 
The California State Archives is overseen by the Secretary 

of State in Sacramento. On its Web site, it proudly notes 

that The Public Records Act was the very first law the first 

governor of the state signed into law in 1850. Of note 

especially for events within the last 100 years, such as 

America’s entry into World War I, is a special exhibit at the 

California Digital Archives : “California Goes to War: 

World War I and the Golden State.” Or if you’re interested 

in political history, you can find Robert F. Kennedy 

Assassination Investigation Records. 

 

Seek a broad overview first. Use Minerva to check for 

research items online, and see processed collections 

information at the Online Archive of California. Since 

California was critical in the development of the west and 

is noted for the state’s Gold Rush and Spanish/Mexican 

land grant periods, ancestors who were connected to either 

of those likely have documents related to them in some way 

at the archives. For example, if your great-grandfather was 

in railroading or mining, and helped set up companies to 

mine silver or gold, Articles of Incorporation may often be 

retrieved from the archives. Check Family History 

Resources for a variety of topics from historic county 

records to prison records to mental health records. You may 

also retrieve fascinating Supreme/ Appellate Court case 

information from 1850 forward from the California State 

Archives. 

 

Texas State Archives 
The State Archives of Texas is housed in Austin. See its 

resources here: Texas State Library and Archives 

Commission. Though collections here are broad, your 

family history eye will be drawn to “Genealogy Resources 

Available at Our Library.” Peruse those to determine what 

might be of interest for your ancestors. 

 

On a more comprehensive historical basis, the Texas 

archives is divided into several periods of Texas history. 

For 1731-1820, there’s Spanish Texas, together with 1821-

36 for the Mexican Texas period. For 1836-1845, there are 

records for Republic of Texas, and then after that would be 

the state of Texas records from 1846 forward. The web site 

provides a list of Texas-specific online resources for 

researchers near the bottom of the lengthy genealogy 

resources page. There are even 55 passports from the 

Republic of Texas period! Particularly handy while getting 

an overview of resources is the Texas Digital 

Archive.  There you can find collections including very 

recent ones, such as Energy Secretary (and former Texas 

Governor) Rick Perry’s records. Note: Texas’ political 

history, including that of Presidents Lyndon Johnson, 

George Herbert Walker Bush, and George Bush may also 

be further investigated at the Texas presidential libraries in 

Austin, College Station, and Dallas overseen by NARA. 

 

Missouri State Archives 
The “Show-Me” state’s worthy archives is headquartered in 

Jefferson City, the state capital. You can learn about outlaw 

Jesse James, President Harry Truman’s life in Missouri, 

early French and Spanish land grants, and a lot more 

Missouri history. 

http://www.caags.org/
https://p.feedblitz.com/r3.asp?l=139728925&f=948986&c=5686719&u=24752822
https://p.feedblitz.com/r3.asp?l=139728925&f=948986&c=5686719&u=24752822
http://blog.ancestorcloud.com/author/jeanne-rollberg/
https://www.archives.gov/research/alic/reference/state-archives.html
http://www.sos.ca.gov/archives/
http://www.sos.ca.gov/archives/collections/rfk/
http://www.sos.ca.gov/archives/collections/rfk/
http://www.sos.ca.gov/archives/minerva/
http://www.oac.cdlib.org/institutions/California+State+Archives
http://www.sos.ca.gov/archives/collections/family-history-resources/
http://www.sos.ca.gov/archives/collections/family-history-resources/
http://www.tsl.state.tx.us/
http://www.tsl.state.tx.us/
https://tshaonline.org/handbook/online/articles/nps01
https://tshaonline.org/handbook/online/articles/npm01
https://tshaonline.org/handbook/online/articles/mzr02
https://tsl.access.preservica.com/
https://tsl.access.preservica.com/
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There are documents related to the famous Dred Scott case 

about slavery. Because you’re researching family history, 

you may well be interested in this very modern resource, 

too, related to actress Cynthia Nixon:  Martha Casto’s 

Story: As Featured on TLC’s Who Do You Think You Are? 

 

Steps to Prep 
Before you actually go to a state archives, preparation work 

helps. Because of the comprehensiveness of resources at 

archives and to make the best use of your own time as a 

researcher, it’s helpful to search archives collections online 

thoroughly. Contact the state archives at least a week 

before visiting to identify resources and ask questions.   

This helps archivists prepare materials in advance for your 

visit in some cases, and allows you to clear up any 

misunderstandings about what you’ll actually be able to 

examine there. Check the web sites to clarify rules about 

what is allowed into the archives (such as scanners, laptops, 

cameras, etc.). Archives generally require research 

supervision for information seekers because of the 

especially valuable historic information found there. You 

may well be in a carefully supervised room and may only 

be allowed to see a limited number of records or items at 

one time. 

 

Genealogy’s Often-Misspelled Words 

By Dick Eastman  

 

You might want to save this article someplace. I have no 

idea why, but many of the words used in researching your 

family tree are difficult to spell. I constantly see spelling 

errors in messages posted on various genealogy web sites. 

When someone misspells a word, it feels like they are 

shouting, “I don’t know what I’m doing!” 

Here are a few words to memorize: 

 

Genealogy – No, it is not spelled “geneology” nor is it 

spelled in the manner I often see: “geneaology.” That last 

word looks to me as if someone thought, “Just throw all the 

letters in there and hope that something sticks.” For some 

reason, many newspaper reporters and their editors do not 

know how to spell this word. Don’t they have spell 

checkers? 

Cemetery – The letter “a” does not appear anywhere in the 

word “cemetery.” You can remember the spelling by an old 

saying, “We go to the cemetery with E’s.” (ease) 

Ancestor – This simple word is often spelled “ancester,” 

“ansester,” or “ansestor.” 

Ancestry – This word is often misspelled “ancestory.” I 

often see errors when someone is referring to the 

ancestry.com online web site as “ancestory.com.” 

History – More than once I have seen someone refer to 

their “family histroy” or “family histry.” 

Descent – Perhaps not as common, but I have seen this 

spelled as “decent,” which sounds almost the same. 

Descendant – it often appears as descendent, descentent 

and many others. 

Grantor versus Grantee – In land records, the grantor is 

the one who sells or gives (grants) the land while the 

grantee is the one who receives. 

Copyright – Then there is Copyright versus 

Copywrite.  Just remember that it is always right to copy, 

not write to copy. 

Progenitor – I can never remember how to spell this word. 

I simply try to avoid it when I am writing! 

 

Two other words often are confused: immigrant and 

emigrant. Another variation is immigration versus 

emigration. According to Merriam-Webster Dictionary at 

http://www.merriam-webster.com, an emigrant is “a person 

who leaves a country or region to live in another one” 

while an immigrant is “a person who comes to a country to 

live there.” To repeat, an emigrant leaves while an 

immigrant arrives. 

 

The late Dick Pence was quite a storyteller, and once he 

told of an online genealogy article he wrote in which he 

poked fun at common spelling errors by genealogists. He 

deliberately misspelled ten different words in the article, 

including most of the words I listed above. In the text of the 

article, he never mentioned that the article was a tongue-in-

cheek attempt at humor. 

 

LUNCH AND LEARN 

Southern California Genealogical Society and Family 

Research Library 

417 Irving Drive, Burbank, California 91504 

Saturday October 14, 2017      Lunch - noon to 1:00 p.m. 

 

Sit, chat, and share your genealogy stories and questions 

while eating your brown bag lunch.  

Learn - 1:00 – 4:00 p.m.  “Answer your Questions on 

PC’s, Mac’s and Genealogical Software”  

 

Presented by the SCGS IT Team 

The SCGS Information Technology team will give a 

presentation on computers, both for general use and for 

genealogy research. Brief overview demonstrations of 

genealogy software will be shown and the related SCGS 

user groups will be discussed.  General operations on 

computers using Windows 7, Windows 8, Windows 10 and 

Mac operating systems will also be demonstrated.  

Bring your laptop and the staff will work hands-on with 

you to answer any questions that may have stumped you, 

and show you tricks and shortcuts to make using your 

computers run faster and to make them more user-friendly.  

 

http://www.caags.org/
https://www.sos.mo.gov/archives/whodo/default
https://www.sos.mo.gov/archives/whodo/default
https://blog.eogn.com/author/eogn/
http://www.merriam-webster.com/
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President’s Message 

By Dr. Edna F. Briggs 

 

October is National Family History Month. It has grown 

and evolved on a national stage since its 2001 origin in 

Congress. We should celebrate National Family History 

Month as a way to commemorate each family’s rich and 

deep history. 

  

The following are a few suggestions to get your family 

involved: 

 Write a biographical sketch and share it with 

your family. 

 Share someone's life story. 

 Share a story from your youth with a child. 

 Tell stories about life when you were a child. 

 Cook up some family recipes. 

 Compile a holiday cookbook and share it 

 Share copies of family photos.  

 Write a letter and spread some good will. 

 Send a thank you note to clerks and librarians 

that have been helpful in your research efforts. 

 Create a 2018 Calendar featuring your ancestors 

and family members, and share it 

 Share a story from your youth with a child. 

 

No matter what you choose, create some memories to 

preserve for your own family’s history! 

mailto:CAAGS@hotmail.com
http://www.caags.org/
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2017 Calendar of Events 

 
On going …. 

CAAGS Writers Group (monthly on 4th Friday) 

CAAGS DNA Interest Group (Quarterly) 

Check our website for 2017 meeting details 

www.caags.org 
 

October 21 

CAAGS General Meeting, 10am Beginner/Intermediate 

classes – 11:15am general meeting and guest speaker 

 

November 18 
CAAGS General Meeting, 10am Beginner/Intermediate 

classes – 11:15am general meeting, elections and guest 

speaker 

 

 

 * The calendar is subject to change without notice.  

Please check our website for the most up to date 

information, www.caags.org or call (323)806-5634 ☎ 

 

 
*** CAAGS LOGO Apparel *** 

Please see Carolyn Conway (fam.histor@yahoo.com) if 

you are interested in ordering logo apparel. Items include 

T-shirts, Polo shirts and hoodies. Order forms will be 

available at the meeting. We need a minimum order to 

make a purchase with our vendor.  

 

Our condolences to Jean Wright-Calhoun.  Her husband 

Wayne Calhoun passed away Saturday, September 16, 

2017. Condolences can be sent to the Family at: 

2110 Highpoint Drive, #210, Corona, CA 92879 

 

CHANGES TO  
CAAGS MEETINGS…. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Celebrate CAAGS 32nd Anniversary 

Salt Lake City, UT 

March 18 – 24, 2018 

 

DETAILS on the attached flyer….. 

 

INFORMATION  

Contact Colette DeVerge, 213-364-7758 

 

 

   2018 Nominations for Officers    
November is CAAGS election month.  We are looking for 

candidates to fill the offices of President, 2nd Vice President 

and Corresponding Secretary in 2018. For more info please 

contact any Board member or Carolyn Conway at 

fam.histr@yahoo.com. A full description of each office is 

outlined in the CAAGS By-laws. 

 

 

10 Ways to Celebrate Family History Month 

Projects to Explore and Preserve 

Your Family Heritage 
 

by Kimberly Powell  
June 23, 2017  

October is designated in many places as “Family History 

Month,” and genealogists everywhere have adopted the 

month as their own. Whether you’re new to genealogy, or 

have devoted a lifetime to it, celebrate Family History 

Month with your family this October by trying one (or 

more) of these ten wonderful ways to craft and 

commemorate your past. 

 Get Started Tracing Your Family Tree 

 

 
Getty / Andrew Bret Wallis / Digital Vision 

 

Please be reminded of the following changes effective 

with our September meeting: 

 

 Regular meetings will start at 10:00 a.m. with the 

Beginners/Intermediate classes 

 Business meetings will consist of presentation of 

action items and announcements. Copies of the 

Society’s business documents (minutes, financial 

reports, etc.) will be available for review at the sign-

in table. Length will be approximately 15 minutes 

unless there’s a need for more time 

 Followed by a guest speaker/special presentation 

 

http://www.caags.org/
http://www.caags.org/
http://www.caags.org/
mailto:fam.histor@yahoo.com
mailto:fam.histr@yahoo.com
https://www.thoughtco.com/kimberly-powell-1420408
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If you have been curious about your family tree but just 

aren’t sure where to start then you don’t have any more 

excuses. Here is a great collection of resources and simple 

advice on how to get started researching your family tree 

both on and off the Internet. 

 

 Create a Family Cookbook 

 

 
Family recipes deserve to be preserved.  

Getty / Ruth Hornby Photography 

 

A perfect recipe for family history, a cookbook of collected 

heirloom recipes is a wonderful way to preserve memories 

of favorite meals shared with family. Contact your parents, 

grandparents, and other relatives and ask them to send you 

a few of their favorite family recipes. Have them include a 

story about each dish, where or who it was handed down 

from, why it is a family favorite, and when it was 

traditionally eaten (Christmas, family reunions, etc.). 

Whether you create a full-blown family cookbook, or just 

make copies for family and friends - this is a gift that will 

be cherished forever.  

 

 Record Family Stories 

 

 
Dan Dalton/Digital Vision/Getty Images 

 

Every family has its own history - the events, personalities, 

and traditions that make the family unique - and collecting 

these singular stories and memories is one of the most 

meaningful ways you and your family can honor your older 

relatives and preserve family traditions. Recording family 

stories on audiotape, videotape, or in legacy journals, 

brings family members closer together, bridges generation 

gaps, and ensures that your family stories will be preserved 

for future generations. 

 

 Uncover Your Family Health History 

 

Also known as medical genealogy, tracing your family 

health history is a fun, and potentially lifesaving, project. 

Experts state that about 3000 of the 10,000 known diseases 

have genetic links, and that many diseases “run in 

families,” including colon cancer, heart disease, 

alcoholism, and high blood pressure. Creating a family 

health history can be a useful tool to aid you and your 

medical care provider in interpreting patterns of health, 

illness and genetic traits for you and your descendants. 

What you learn now could potentially save a family 

member’s life tomorrow. 

 

 Take a Trip Back in Time 

 

 
Getty / ImagesBazaar 

 

Grab a map, and hop in the car for a family adventure! A 

fun way to celebrate your family history is to visit sites of 

importance to your family - the old family homestead, the 

house where you were born, the country from which your 

ancestors migrated, the hillside where you played as a 

child, or the cemetery where great-grandpa is buried. If 

none of these locations is near to your home, then consider 

a trip to a historical museum, battlefield, or re-enactment 

event that relates to the history of your family. 

 

 Scrapbook Your Family Heritage 

 

 
Getty / Eliza Snow 

http://www.caags.org/
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The perfect place to showcase and protect your precious 

family photos, heirlooms, and memories, a heritage 

scrapbook album is wonderful way to document your 

family's history and create a lasting gift for future 

generations. While it may seem a daunting task when faced 

with boxes of dusty old photos, scrapbooking is actually 

both fun and more easy than you might think! 

 

 Start a Family Website 

 

 
Getty / Fuse 

 

If your extended family, like mine, relies on email to stay 

in touch, then a family Web site may be for you. Serving as 

a digital scrapbook and meeting spot, a family Web site 

allows you and your kids to share family photos, favorite 

recipes, funny stories, and even your family tree research. 

If you or someone in your family is a Web designer, by all 

means go to town. If you’re more of a beginner, however, 

don’t worry - there are plenty of free online services that 

make creating a family Web site a snap! 

 

 Preserve Your Family Pictures 
 

Make this the month that you finally get the family photos 

out of the shoeboxes or bags in the back of your closet; 

track down the photo you’ve never seen of your great-

grandparents; or ask your Grandma to help you put names 

to the faces of all of those unmarked photos in your family 

album. Try your hand at scanning them into your computer, 

or hire someone to do it for you, and then store the 

originals in acid-free photo boxes or albums. Same thing 

goes for the family movies! Then share some of your photo 

finds with the family, by creating a family photo calendar 

or a family photo book! 

 

 

 

 

 

 Get the Next Generation Involved 

 

 
Getty / ArtMarie 

 

Most children will learn to appreciate their family history if 

you turn it into a detective game. Start your children or 

grandchildren on a lifelong journey of discovery by 

introducing them to genealogy. Here are some wonderful 

projects to do with your children this month including 

games, family history and heritage projects and online 

lessons. 

 

Teach Your Children to Be Ancestor Detectors 

 

 Craft a Heritage Gift 

 

 
Holiday Photo Ornament. © Kimberly Powell 

 

From picture frame Christmas ornaments to heritage quilts, 

your family history makes a great gift! Homemade gifts are 

often inexpensive but are favorites with the recipients. 

They don’t have to be anything complicated either. 

Something as simple as a framed photo of a favorite 

ancestor can bring tears to someone’s eyes. Best of all, 

making a family heritage gift is often more fun than giving 

one! 

http://www.caags.org/
https://www.thoughtco.com/make-your-own-photo-calendar-1420723
https://www.thoughtco.com/genealogy-4133308
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President’s Message 

By Dr. Edna F. Briggs 

 

 
  

CAAGS’ UPCOMING ELECTION 

  

This is a reminder that a slate of candidates for election 

of officers for 2018 will be presented for the 

Membership’s vote at our next meeting that will be held 

on November 18, 2017. 

  

A reminder, a candidate for the office of President is also 

needed.  Leadership is the ability to persuade others to 

seek defined objectives enthusiastically.  It is the human 

factor that binds a group together and motivates it 

towards goals.  This involves initiating action, 

motivating others, providing guidance, creating 

confidence, building morale, and coordinating activities 

on behalf of all by reconciling personal interests with the 

Society’s goals. It is my opinion that there are several 

current Members who are capable of taking on the 

position of President.  It is urgent that one person come 

forward and volunteer to run for this position.  

 

CAAGS  NEEDS YOU 

 

mailto:CAAGS@hotmail.com
http://www.caags.org/
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2017 Calendar of Events 

 
On going …. 

CAAGS Writers Group (monthly on 4th Friday) 

CAAGS DNA Interest Group (Quarterly) 

Check our website for 2017 - 2018 meeting details 

www.caags.org 
 

November 18 

CAAGS General Meeting, 10am Beginner/Intermediate 

classes – 11:15am general meeting, elections and guest 

speaker 

 

December 16 

Holiday Luncheon and installation of officers 

 

December 25 – January 1 

Happy Holidays 

 

 * The calendar is subject to change without notice.  

Please check our website for the most up to date 

information, www.caags.org or call (323)806-5634 ☎ 

 
*** CAAGS LOGO Apparel *** 

Please see Carolyn Conway (fam.histor@yahoo.com) if 

you are interested in ordering logo apparel. Items include 

T-shirts, Polo shirts and hoodies. Order forms will be 

available at the meeting. We need a minimum order to 

make a purchase with our vendor.  

 

   2018 Nominations for Officers    
November is CAAGS election month.  We are looking for 

candidates to fill the offices of President, 2nd Vice President 

and Corresponding Secretary in 2018. For more info please 

contact any Board member or Carolyn Conway at 

fam.histr@yahoo.com. A full description of each office is 

outlined in the CAAGS By-laws. 

 

CHANGES TO  
CAAGS MEETINGS…. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Celebrate CAAGS 32nd Anniversary 

Salt Lake City, UT 

March 18 – 24, 2018 

 

INFORMATION  

Contact Colette DeVerge, 213-364-7758 

 

 

2018 DNA Interest Group Schedule 

California African American Genealogical Society 
DNA Interest Group 

Meeting Location: 

Los Angeles Family History Library 

10741 Santa Monica, Blvd. 

Los Angeles, CA 90025 

(323) 806-5634 - www.caags.org 

LAFSL Classroom – Saturday, 9:00 - 12 noon, Quarterly 

January 27, 2018 

March 24, 2018 

June 23, 2018 

September 22, 2018 
 

Slave Insurance Policies 
 

As reported in the New York Times, “Slave Policies,” by 

Virginia Groark, on 5 May 2002 -- In 1856, just five years 

before the outbreak of the Civil War, the Charter Oak Life 

Insurance Company printed a pamphlet offering slave 

owners in six Southern states the option of insuring the 

lives of their slaves. 

 

For just $2, Kentucky, Missouri and Tennessee residents, 

for example, could purchase a 12-month policy from the 

Hartford-based insurer on a 10-year-old domestic servant 

that would yield $100 if the slave died. Policies for older 

slaves, like a 45-year-old, were more expensive, costing the 

slave owner $5.50 a year. 

 

Though the company no longer exists, these policies are 

drawing increasing attention nearly 150 years later because 

of a lawsuit that was filed in United States District Court in 

Brooklyn, in late March against Aetna Inc. and two other 

companies, claiming that they profited from the slave trade. 

 

In Connecticut, where insurance has long been a principal 

industry, the documents exhibit a painful reminder of the 

past, especially in a Northern state that is proud of its 

abolitionist ancestors like John Brown. 

 

“It’s not pleasant to talk about it today, to put it mildly, but 

slaves were insured just like any other thing that the 

Please be reminded of the following changes effective 

with our September meeting: 

 

 Regular meetings will start at 10:00 a.m. with the 

Beginners/Intermediate classes 

 Business meetings will consist of presentation of 

action items and announcements. Copies of the 

Society’s business documents (minutes, financial 

reports, etc.) will be available for review at the sign-
in table. Length will be approximately 15 minutes 

unless there’s a need for more time 

 Followed by a guest speaker/special presentation 

 

http://www.caags.org/
http://www.caags.org/
http://www.caags.org/
mailto:fam.histor@yahoo.com
mailto:fam.histr@yahoo.com
http://www.nytimes.com/2002/05/05/nyregion/slave-policies.html?pagewanted=all&src=pm
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farmers owned, that the slave owners owned,'” said Tom 

Baker, director of the Insurance Law Center at the 

University of Connecticut School of Law.” If you were 

selling insurance in slave states to people who had 

plantations, that was one of the things that you sold. 

 

“It was very common,” he added. “Basically, insurance and 

slavery go all the way back as far as American history.” 

 

Aetna, which in 2000 apologized for its involvement in 

slavery, is the only insurance company to be named in the 

slave reparations lawsuit, though one of the plaintiff's 

lawyers, Roger S. Wareham, said he expected that other 

insurance companies would be sued. 

 

A brief examination of documents demonstrates that Aetna 

was hardly the only company that engaged in the practice. 

 

“It wasn’t just the Aetna company,” said Charles L. 

Blockson, curator of the Charles L. Blockson Afro-

American Collection at Temple University. “A lot of the 

old insurance companies, especially the ones that handled 

shipping in the Newport, R.I., area and New London.” 

 

The problem for the plaintiffs, experts said, is that many 

firms are defunct, have changed names, destroyed old 

records, or have been absorbed by other companies. In 

addition, it is sometimes difficult to document ties to the 

slave trade. 

 

In the case of slave ships, for example, 19th-century marine 

insurance policies often didn’t identify the cargo on board. 

Instead, the policy simply stated that it insured “goods” on 

board. 

 

“What strikes me from what I know already is that the 

records do not say clearly that slaves were insured,” said 

Ugo Nwokeji, assistant professor of history at UConn. “We 

cannot say that we know it was widespread, although it is 

well possible that it would have been widespread.” 

 

The insurance industry’s connection to slavery is not a new 

revelation. It has been written about in publications like 

Mr. Blockson’s 1977 book, “Black Genealogy.” Even on 

eBay, the Internet auction site, copies of slave life 

insurance polices are for sale. And the tale of the slave ship 

Zong, in which 133 sick slaves were thrown overboard in 

1781 so the ship’s owners could collect insurance, has been 

studied for years. 

 

The connection has gained greater attention in recent years 

because of the research of Deadria Farmer-Paellmann, the 

lead plaintiff in the federal lawsuit that was filed on March 

26 against Aetna, the FleetBoston Financial Corporation 

and the CSX Corporation. Ms. Farmer-Paellmann first 

stumbled across slave insurance policies in 1997 while 

researching a slave reparations paper for a law school class. 

After reviewing different courses of action, she decided to 

focus on corporations and private estates that had been 

involved in slavery. 

 

“And that’s how I came into Aetna,” she said. 

 

Ms. Farmer-Paellmann, who said she is a descendant of 

slaves, continued to pursue the issue long after her class 

ended. In 2000, she called Aetna and requested that they 

send her copies of their policies. She said she received two. 

 

 
 

“I was really moved when I saw the policies,” she said. 

“It’s one thing to read about it and it’s another thing to 

actually see a copy of the policy, and it really caused me to 

pause. I have to say it was a very emotional experience.” 

 

So, she decided, it would be appropriate if Aetna 

apologized and paid retributions. 

 

In March 2000, Aetna expressed “deep regret” that for a 

few years after its founding in 1853, Aetna Life Insurance 

insured the lives of slaves. Calling it a “sad” and 

“disappointing chapter” in the company’s history, Aetna 

has said it only issued a “small number” of such policies. 

To date, the company has records of five policies on 16 

lives and is aware of two policies that appeared in books, 

according to a company spokesman, who, because of the 

pending litigation, referred additional questions to a 

statement on the company’s Web site. 

 

In one policy, a woman named Mary Raby purchased a 12-

month policy for $17.25 from Aetna’s New Orleans office 

in October 1853. If the insured slave or slaves died, Ms. 

Raby would receive $600, according to a copy of the policy 

that appears in Dee Parmer Woodtor’s book “Finding a 

Place Called Home: A Guide to African-American 

Genealogy and Historical Identity” (Random House, 1999). 

 

Shortly after Aetna issued its apology, the California State 

Legislature passed a bill requiring all insurance companies 

http://www.caags.org/
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that do business in the state to submit records of any 

slaveholder insurance policies. 

 

To date, eight companies have submitted information, said 

Nancy Cramer, deputy press secretary for the California 

Department of Insurance. Five sent policies and the other 

three sent information on ships they may have insured, she 

said. The documents were released to the public last 

Wednesday. 

 

The California law has prompted companies like Ace Ltd., 

a Bermuda-based insurance company, to search through 

archives looking for connections to the slave trade. The 

company hired a law firm to review its archives, including 

the records of Aetna Fire and Insurance Company and the 

Insurance Company of North America. Those companies 

later became part of Cigna’s property and casualty holdings 

that Ace acquired in 1999. Ace did not find any evidence of 

slave life insurance policies written by Aetna Fire or the 

Insurance Company of North America, according to Lisa 

Fleishman-Hicks, a spokeswoman for Ace. 

 
 

And though the Insurance Company of North America is 

one of the oldest insurance companies in the country, Ace 

compared its marine insurance records against those of 

known slave vessels and did not find that it had written or 

carried any policies on known slave vessels, Ms. 

Fleishman-Hicks said. 

 

For companies that engaged in the practice, it was not 

necessarily a profitable business. In fact, the Hartford Life 

Insurance Company went out of business, in part, because 

of its practice of insuring slaves, according to P. Henry 

Woodward’s 1897 book, “Insurance in Connecticut.” The 

business, which is not related to the current company of the 

same name, “tried the experiment” with insuring slaves “by 

shiploads,” according to the book. 

 

“Although premiums were very high, they were still far 

from remunerative,” he wrote. “As a rule, the worst masters 

took out policies. Negroes were described as Caesar or 

Cato, Jim or Tom, and identification was so difficult that if 

any of a gang died, names in the proofs of loss were easily 

fitted to them.” 

 

In addition, he wrote, the shippers knew the average 

percentage of loss “and hence had every advantage in 

arranging terms.” 

 

And even though Charter Oak Life Insurance offered 

policies on slaves, it was not necessarily a business it 

wanted to encourage, according to the 1856 pamphlet. 

 

“The company is by no means solicitous of securing a large 

Negro insurance business unless the owners are careful and 

judicial men,” Matthew Magill, a Kentucky-based general 

agent for Charter Oak Life Insurance, wrote in the 1856 

pamphlet. 

 

With documents showing that other companies engaged in 

the practice, is it right that Aetna, which said it has spent 

$36.5 million in the past 20 years on health initiatives and 

scholarships, among other things, for African-Americans, 

bear the burden of the insurance industry’s involvement in 

the slave trade? 

 

 
 

Mr. Baker of UConn, for one, doesn’t think so. 

 

“I just have a sense that it’s unfair that a few companies 

have been singled out when the slave economy was 

something that the whole society bears some responsibility 

for,” Mr. Baker said. 

 

“My concern,” he added, “is more that to the extent that 

there is some moral responsibility, it should not be targeted 

to just a few people.” 

 

Ms. Farmer-Paellmann said companies like Aetna are being 

held accountable for their past practices. Other businesses, 

she said, will be singled out in the future. 

 

“This is, like I said, the first step,” Ms. Farmer-Paellmann 

said. “They have played a role and they should be held 

responsible, and later on down the road there will be more 

companies.” (source: The New York Times) 

 

Taken from usslave.blogspot.com 

 

http://www.caags.org/
http://www.nytimes.com/2002/05/05/nyregion/slave-policies.html?pagewanted=all&src=pm
http://dsq-sds.org/article/viewFile/3267/3100/6708
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Euphemia Lofton Haynes 

 

Dr. Euphemia Lofton Haynes was the first African 

American woman to earn a Ph.D. in Mathematics. 

 

“Martha Euphemia Lofton was born in Washington, 

D.C. in 1890, the first child and only daughter of Dr. 

Willian Lofton and Mrs. Lavinia Day Lofton. Her father, 

Dr. William S. Lofton was a renown African-American 

dentist and financier in the African-American business 

community. Lavinia Day Lofton, her mother, was active 

in the Catholic church. After graduating from 

Washington D.C. Miner Normal School with distinction, 

she went on to earn an undergraduate mathematics major 

(and psychology minor) from Smith College in 1914. In 

1917 she married Harold Appo Haynes. 

 

Haynes pursued graduate studies in mathematics and 

education at the University of Chicago, earning a 

masters degree in education in 1930. She continued her 

graduate work in mathematics at the Catholic University 
of America where in 1943 she became the first African-

American woman to earn a Ph.D. in mathematics. Her 

mailto:CAAGS@hotmail.com
http://www.caags.org/
http://afrigeneas.com/blog/wp-content/uploads/2013/02/Euphemia-Lofton-Haynes.jpg
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dissertation on “The Determination of Sets of Independent 

Conditions Characterizing Certain Special Cases of 

Symmetric Correspondences” was written under the 

supervision of Professor Aubrey Landrey.        Con’t page 3 

 

2017 – 2018 Calendar of Events 

 
On going …. 

CAAGS Writers Group (monthly on 4th Friday) 

CAAGS DNA Interest Group (Quarterly) 

Check our website for 2018 meeting details 

www.caags.org 
 

December 16 

Holiday Luncheon and installation of officers 

 

December 25 – January 1 

Happy Holidays 

 

January 20, 2018 

CAAGS General Meeting, 10am Beginner/Intermediate 

classes – 11:15am general meeting and guest speaker 

 

January 27  

CAAGS DNA Interest Group - LAFSL Classroom 10741 

Santa Monica Blvd. – Saturday, 9:00 - 12 noon  

 

February 17 

Membership meeting will be held at Los Angeles Family 

History Library, 10741 Santa Monica Blvd. 
 

 * The calendar is subject to change without notice.  

Please check our website for the most up to date 

information, www.caags.org or call (323)806-5634 ☎ 

 

2018 Membership Renewal 

If you have not done so please remember to renew your 

membership for 2018 with CAAGS. 

 

   2018 Officers    
Congratulations to President, Ron Batiste; 2nd Vice 

President – Norma Bates and Corresponding Secretary – 

Ron Fairley.  Edna Briggs will complete the remaining 1st 

Vice President term vacated by Ron Batiste.  

 

Frederick County (Va.) Free Negro and Slave 

Records, 1795-1871 
 

The Library of Virginia 

Phone: (804) 692-3888 (Archives Reference) 

Fax: (804) 692-3556 (Archives Reference) 

Email: archdesk@lva.virginia.gov(Archives) 

URL: http://www.lva.virginia.gov/ 

 

Repository: The Library of Virginia  

Barcode numbers: 1117610, 1138021, 1138043  

Title Frederick County (Va.) Free Negro and Slave 

Records, 1795-1871  

Physical Characteristics: .675 cu. ft. (2 boxes and 1 folder)  

Collector: Frederick County (Va.) Circuit Court.  

Language: English  

 

Acquisition Information: These items came to the Library 

of Virginia in transfers of court papers from Frederick 

County.  

 
Historical Information  
Frederick County was formed in 1738 from Orange County 

though its first government did not take its seat until 1743. 

Part of Augusta County was added later.  

In 1806, the General Assembly moved to remove the free 

negro population from Virginia with a law that stated that 

any emancipated slaves, freed after May 1, 1806, who 

remained in the Commonwealth more than a year, would 

forfeit the right to freedom and be sold by the Overseers of 

the Poor for the benefit of the parish. Families wishing to 

stay were to petition the legislature through the local 

county court. Beginning in 1837, freed slaves could petition 

the local courts for permission to remain.  

Beginning in 1778, slaveholders who brought slaves into 

Virginia were required to register the slaves with the 

county court and sign an oath agreeing not to bring slaves 

into the commonwealth with the intent of selling them.  

 

Scope and Content  
Frederick County (Va.) Free Negro and Slave Records, 

1795-1871, consist of free negro registrations, certifications 

and affidavits (1795-1864, n.d.); will of Nathaniel Mabry 

of Greensville County probably used to certify free negro 

status (1795); lists of free negroes (1851-1861); lists of free 

negroes returned for non-payment of taxes and/or offered 

for hire to pay their taxes (1850-1860); applications and 

petitions to remain in the state (1816-1850); free negro 

indentures (1805-1871); deeds of emancipation and 

manumission (1795-1836); certificates of non-importation 

of slaves (1795-1822); runaway slave matters (1822-1843); 

valuation and sale of runaway slaves (1824-1845); slave 

patrol commissions and claims (1820-1860, n.d.); and 

miscellaneous records (1761-1859).  

 

Free negro registrations, certifications and affidavits 

contain the name of the free person, sometimes the 

individual’s age and a brief physical description, and a 

statement or affidavit based either on another person's 

knowledge or on other official documentary evidence seen 

http://www.caags.org/
http://www.caags.org/
http://www.caags.org/
mailto:archdesk@lva.virginia.gov%20(Archives)
http://www.lva.virginia.gov/
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by the certifier that this person was either born free or was 

emancipated. If born free, reference is sometimes made to 

parents. If emancipated, emancipating owner, place and 

date of emancipation, and prior registration as a free negro 

are usually mentioned. Occasionally the register number is 

given; this number corresponds to the entry number in the 

register of free negroes kept by the clerk of court at the 

courthouse. Sometimes other evidence such as a will or 

deed of manumission was also presented as evidence of 

free status.  

 

Lists of free negroes (1851, 1854, 1858, 1859, 1861) were 

compiled by the commissioner of the revenue for tax 

purposes. One list gives only names and occupations while 

others give name, age, sex, and occupation.  

Lists of free negroes returned for non-payment of taxes 

and/or offered for hire to pay their taxes were compiled by 

the comissioner of the revenue (1850-1855, 1858-1860). 

Some lists give only the names of delinquent persons while 

others additionally list the amount of capitation and 

property taxes that remain unpaid. Virginia law allowed the 

commissioners of the revenue to hire out free negro tax 

delinquents in order to pay off their taxes. Many of these 

lists note that there were no one would hire the persons on 

the list. The 1858 list includes both whites and free 

negroes.  

 

Applications and petitions to remain in the state include the 

name of the petitioner, the circumstances of free status, and 

a request to remain in the county.  Free negro indentures 

include both voluntary indentures of apprentice and those 

ordered by the Overseers of the Poor. Some of the later 

indentures may be for white individuals. The indentures 

include the name of the free negro, often the name of 

parents if the individual is a child, the person to whom 

apprenticed, and the terms of the apprenticeship. Also 

included are orders from the Overseers of the Poor to bind 

out certain free black children.  

 

Deeds of manumission and emancipation state the name of 

the slaveowner, the name of the slave to be freed, the date 

the slave shall achieve freedom, the date the manumission 

was proved or certified, and sometimes a reason why the 

owner decided to emancipate the slave. Certificates of non-

importation of slaves contain information whereby a 

slaveowner swears that (s)he has not imported the slave 

from Africa and that (s)he has not brought the slave into 

Virginia with the purpose of selling it. The slave is 

sometimes named but not always and occasionally 

information is given as to age or birth date.  

 

Runaway slave matters include an advertisement and 

certification regarding Cyrus, a runaway (1822); a 

certification regarding Harrison, a runaway (1832); an 

affidavit from N. C. Williams regarding slaves Nelly and 

daughters Harriet and Juno who ran away in 1826 as well 

as slave Rizen who was convicted in Fairfax of 

housebreaking in 1835(1835); and a bill from the 

Winchester Virginian newspaper for advertising for a 

runaway (1843).  

 

Valuation and sale of runaway slaves concern slaves held 

in the jail for being runaways. The name of the slave is 

noted as is the name of the purported owner if that can be 

determined. A group of three named men assessed the 

value of the slave and their names are given on the 

document. Such runaways were often sold as punishment 

and to recover the costs of holding them in jail. Slave patrol 

commissions and claims include the names of persons 

appointed to serve and the amount of pay they claimed 

against the city for doing the patrol work.  

 

Miscellaneous records include an affidavit regarding a 

slave suspected either runaway or stolen (1761); a bill of 

sale from Holliday to Graham for Emanule and Mary 

(1828); a relinquishment of title to slave to George S. 

Haynes (1846); and free negro Thomas Champe choose an 

owner/master (1859).  

 

Comtinued from page 1 

Euphemia Haynes devoted her life to education in the 

Washington, D.C. area for forty-seven years, including 

teaching mathematics at Armstrong High School and 

Dunbar High School. She became a professor of 

mathematics at Miner Teachers College in 1930 where she 

established the mathematics department and served as chair 

of the Division of Mathematics and Business Education (in 

1955 Minor Teachers College and Wilson Teachers 

College united to form the District of Columbia Teachers 

College.) From July 1966 to July 1967, Haynes served as 

the first woman to chair the District of Columbia School 

Board. She played a central role in the integration of the 

DC public schools. Upon her death, she left $700,000 to the 

Catholic University of America which was used to establish 

the Euphemia Lofton Haynes Chair in the Department of 

Education and to support cash loans to pay all their debts 

along with the nation 21 loans agency in the School of 

Education. 

 

In addition to her academic work, Euphemia Haynes also 

served as president of the Catholic Interracial Council of 

the District of Columbia and president of the Washington 

Archdiocesan Council on Catholic Women.” In 1959, she 

received the Papal medal, “Pro Ecclesia et Pontifex” for her 

service to the church and her community. It is the highest 

award that can be awarded to a layman by the papacy. 

- Posted by Webguru February 2013  
Sources: Euphemia Lofton Haynes and Martha Euphemia Lofton 

Haynes. 

http://www.caags.org/
https://loans2go.co.uk/
https://nation21loans.com/personal-loans/loans-with-no-credit-check/
http://blog.afrigeneas.com/?author=2
http://blog.afrigeneas.com/?p=336
http://bit.ly/XAsVai
http://bit.ly/XVTupq
http://bit.ly/XVTupq
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Runaway Slave Blog 
 

This ongoing project is a collection of African American 

slave names that were printed in west Tennessee 

newspapers before 1865. These men, women and children 

were advertised as runaway slaves or listed as property for 

sale. All material on the website is transcribed from 

microfilm as faithfully as possible; however, errors may 

occur. The original sources are available at the Memphis 

and Shelby County Public Library. 

 

29 DECEMBER 1859: Memphis Daily Appeal 
NOTICE. 

Six Likely Negroes for Sale. 

I have a family of likely negroes for sale, JOHN, a No. 1 

field hand, 26 years old, weighs 180 pounds; LUCINDA, 

36 years old, No. 1 Cook and Washer, and four likely 

children from 20 months to 11 years old. 

J.M. ALEXANDER 

 

29 DECEMBER 1859: Memphis Daily Appeal 

Jailor’s Notice. 

COMMITTED to jail December 13th, a negro boy, who 

says that he belongs to Dr. John Sweden, Hickory Wythe, 

Tennessee. Said boy is of dark complexion; weighs 165 or 

170 pounds; 23 or 25 years old; 5 feet 8 or 10 inches high. 

Calls his name BRADLY. The owners are requested to 

come forward, prove property, pay charges, or he will be 

dealt with according to law. 

L.D. WELLS, 

Jailor Shelby county. 

 

23 DECEMBER 1859: Memphis Daily Appeal 
$100 Reward. 

RANAWAY from the subscriber, a negro man named 

WILLIAM, dark complected, about 23 years old, heavy 

built, will weigh about 160 pounds, wears rings in his ears, 

slightly knock-kneed. He is supposed to be about Memphis, 

or in Arkansas in the neighborhood of DesArc. I will give 

the above reward for his apprehension.  

Address 

WILLIAM H. WELLER, 

Memphis, Tenn. 

 

23 DECEMBER 1859: Memphis Daily Appeal 

$25 Reward. 

RANAWAY from my plantation in Council Bend, Ark., on 

the 29th November, two negro boys – JOBE, nineteen or 

twenty years old, black color, weighs about 180 pounds, 

very likely, dressed in white Kentucky jeans and worsted 

cap. WASHINGTON or Wash, twenty-one or two years 

old, very black, fine teeth, dressed in white Kentucky jeans 

and white wool hat, and weighs about 150 or 160 pounds, 

very likely. They rode off a fine horse mule and bay mare, 

the right fore hoof of the mule has a split in it. One rode a 

waggon saddle and the other a common saddle, nearly new. 

I will pay the above reward for each or either of the above 

named boys, if delivered to me at Memphis, or confined in 

jail so that I can get them again. 

E.M. APPERSON 

 

15 DECEMBER 1859: Memphis Daily Appeal 

Ranaway. 

FROM the subscriber, on Sunday night, the 10th of July, 

near Oakland, Miss., my negro boy ARCHER, about 

twenty-six years of age, copper colored, and will weigh 

some one hundred and fifty or one hundred and sixty 

pounds. He will probably endeavor to make his way to a 

free State. 

Also, from near the same place about the 15th of August, 

my boy GREEN, a light copper colored young negro 

fellow; will weigh some one hundred and sixty-five or one 

hundred and seventy pounds, and is five feet ten or eleven 

inches high; twenty-one years old. He was raised in the 

neighborhood of Paducah, Ky., and has probably succeeded 

in getting back there. 

I will give twenty-five dollars reward for each of them, if 

confined in a jail in some slave State, so that I can get 

them. 

Mr. Strong, my partner, on the Mississippi and Tennessee 

Railroad, has also a boy runaway, who is probably in 

company with the first named of the above. His name is 

JOHN, and is a low, black chunky fellow, purchased from 

Mordecai, of Charlestown, S.C., last spring. 

If taken in a free State, we will give fifty dollars each for 

them, confined in a jail in some slave State. 

Mr. Strong thinks the States of Kentucky and Tennessee 

give reward enough, consequently he can offer no reward 

for his boy other than the above. 

B.H. POPE. 

C. STRONG. 

Oakland, Mississippi 

 

14 DECEMBER 1859: Memphis Daily Appeal 

Stop Runaway -- $50 Reward. 

RANAWAY from the subscriber, on the 13th inst., a negro 

boy named GEORGE– black, five feet eight or ten inches 

high, scarred on his back, about twenty or twenty-one years 

old, weighs about one hundred and fifty or sixty pounds, 

shows fore teeth, has no beard, and wore a gray suit of 

clothes. He was brought from Louisville, Ky., whither 

probably he is making his way. Upon his delivery to me, or 

confinement in jail so I can get him, the above reward will 

be given. 

Address 

R. HORTON 

Grenada, Miss. 

 

http://www.caags.org/
http://spiny.com/runaway/
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