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CHARLOTTA SPEARS BASS

She  was  a  feminist,  an  activist,  an  educator,  the  first  
African-American  woman  to  own  and  operate  a  
newspaper  in  the  United  States  (1912-1951),  the  first  
African-American  woman  to  be  a  jury  member  in  the  
Los  Angeles  County  Court  and  the  first  African-
General Membership Meetings
American  woman  to  be  nominated  for  U.S.  Vice  
Third Saturday monthly,10:00A.M. (dark July & August)
President  (Progressive  Party).    Born  Charlotta  
Amanda  Spears  in  Sumter,  South  Carolina  in  1874,  
Mayme Clayton Library and Museum (MCLM)
she  moved  to  Rhode  Island  where  she  worked  for  the  
4130 Overland Ave., Culver City, CA 90230-3734
Providence  Watchman  newspaper  for  ten  years,  and  
(Old Culver City Courthouse across from VA building)
in  1910  moved  to  Los  Angeles  where  she  sold  
subscriptions  for  the  Eagle,  a  black  newspaper  
2019 Board of Directors
founded  by  John  Neimore  in  1879.  The  Eagle,  a  
Elected Officers
twenty-page  weekly  publication  with  a  staff  of  12  and
Cartelia Marie Bryant– President
circulation of 60,000, was  the  largest  African-
Ron Batiste– First Vice President
American  newspaper  on  the  West  Coast  by  1925.
Norma Bates – Second Vice President/Membership
  
Ronald Fairley – Corresponding Secretary
When  Neimore  became  ill,  he  entrusted  the  operation  
Christina Ashe– Recording Secretary
of  the  Eagle  to  Spears,  and  upon  his  death,  she  
Shirley Hurt – Treasurer
subsequently  bought  the  newspaper  for  fifty  dollars  in  
Charles Hurt – Parliamentarian
an  auction  and  became  the  owner.    In  1914  Spears  
married  Joseph  Blackburn  Bass,  who  shared  her  
Committee Chairs/Appointed Officers
concern  about  injustice  and  had  founded  the  Topeka  
Peggy Powell – Books and Acquisitions
Plaindealer.    Renaming  the  newspaper  the  California  
Open – Public Relations/Fundraising
Eagle,  Bass  and  her  husband  addressed  issues  such  
Bettye Whitson – Librarian
as  the  derogatory  images  in  D.W.  Griffith’s  film,  The  
Open – Historian
Birth  of  a  Nation,  Los  Angeles'  discriminatory  hiring  
Lanetta Lyons – Newsletter Editor
practices,  police  brutality,  labor  rights,  and  restrictive  
Open – FGS Delegate
housing  covenants.  The  Basses  powerfully  
Akosua Hobert – Volunteer Chairman
championed  the  black  soldiers  of  the  Twenty-Fourth    
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CHARLOTTA  SPEARS  BASS  (cont.)  
  
Infantry  who  were  unjustly  sentenced  in  the  1917  
Houston  race  riot.  They  also  covered  the  case  
and  supported  the  "Scottsboro  boys,"  nine  young  men  
who  were  framed  and  convicted  of  rape  in  Scottsboro,  
Alabama  in  1931.  
In  Los  Angeles,  Bass  drew  attention  to  unjust  social  
and  political  conditions  for  various  minority  
communities  and  campaigned  vigorously  for  reform  in  
her  weekly  column,  "On  the  Sidewalk."    Overall,  the  
California  Eagle  served  as  a  source  of  information  
and  inspiration  for  the  the  black  community,  which  
was  often  ignored  or  negatively  portrayed  by  the  
predominant  white  press.  In  1934,  Joseph  Bass  died  
but  Charlotta  Bass  continued  to  run  the  California  
Eagle  on  her  own.  

  
Charlotta  Bass  on  left,  photo  (public  domain)  
The  paper  is  credited  with  pioneering  multi-ethnic  
politics  because  of  its  coverage,  focus,  and  advocacy  
for  Asian-American  and  Mexican-American  civil  rights  
during  the  1940s.  At  that  time,  the  California  Eagle,  
along  with  other  African-American  newspapers,  was  
under  investigation  by  the  Office  of  the  Secretary  of  
War,  who  viewed  it  as  a  threat  to  national  security.  In  
1943,  the  Department  of  Justice  was  asked  by  the  
Post  Office  to  revoke  the  newspaper’s  mailing  permit  
because  of  sensitive  and  illegal  material  within  the  
paper.    Bass  won  the  case,  with  the  Department  of  
Justice  endorsing  a  continuation  of  the  permit.    As  
early  as    the  mid-1940s  Bass  came  under  FBI  
surveillance  that  resulted  in  an  extensive  file  on  her.        

  
  
  
  
  
Prior  to  1930,  Bass  was  a  staunch  Republican,  whose  
targets  included  Franklin  Roosevelt’s  New  Deal  and  
the  southern  California  Ku  Klux  Klan.  Because  of  her    
articles  on  the  Klan,  she  received  threatening  phone  
calls  and  was  confronted  by  eight  men  robed  in  white,  
who  were  scared  off  after  she  displayed  a  firearm.    
Bass  also  was  unsuccessfully  sued  for  libel  after  
publishing  a  letter  from  the  clan  which  detailed  plans  
to  exterminate  black  leaders.    Although  never  an  
avowed  Marxist  or  a  member  of  the  Communist  Party,  
USA,  her  editorials  reflected  her  conviction  that  
democracy,  both  at  home  and  abroad,  was  in  greater  
peril  from  the  political  right  than  from  the  left.    
  
In  the  1940s,  the  Republican  Party  chose  Bass  as  
western  regional  director  for  Wendell  Wilkie’s  
presidential  campaign.  A  dedicated  supporter  of  
Henry  Wallace  in  1948,  Bass  ran  as  the  Progressive  
Party  candidate  for  Vice  President  in  1952.    Her  
platform  called  for  civil  rights,  women's  rights,  an  end  
to  the  Korean  War,  and  peace  with  the  Soviet  Union.    
Bass  decried  segregated  schools  in  Los  Angeles  and  
campaigned  to  end  job  discrimination  at  the  Los  
Angeles  General  Hospital,  the  Los  Angeles  Rapid  
Transit  Company,  the  Southern  Telephone  Company,  
and  the  Boulder  Canyon  Project.  By  the  late  1940s,  
she  worked  with  trade  union  leaders  in  the  Los  
Angeles  area,  as  well  as  political  activists  such  as  
Paul  Robeson.  
Bass  wrote  her  last  column  for  the  California  Eagle  on  
April  26,  1951,  and  sold  the  paper  soon  after.  Her  
later  years  were  devoted  to  politics  and  political  
activism,  which  she  continued  until  her  death  in  1969.    
Considering  the  sum  of  her  career  as  she  was  
completing  her  autobiography,  Forty  Years  (1960),  
Bass  wrote:  “It  has  been  a  good  life  that  I  have  had,  
though  a  very  hard  one,  but  I  know  the  future  will  be  
even  better,  And  as  I  think  back  I  know  that  is  the  only  
kind  of  life:  In  serving  one's  fellow  man  one  serves  
himself.”  
  
References:  
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Charlotta_Bass  
  
https://blackpast.org/aaw/bass-charlotta-1879-1969
Author: Alonzo Smith, Moontgomery College (Maryland)
Editor: Lanetta Lyons
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2019 Calendar of Events
April  7-13,  2019  
        Salt  Lake  City,  Utah  Research  Trip  
  
        May  8-11,  2019  
        National  Genealogical  Society  Conference  
        St.  Charles,  MO;;  www.ngsgenealogy.org  
  
        May  30  –  June  2,  2019  
        Jamboree  2019    (50th  Birthday  Bash)  
        The  Southern  California  Genealogical  Society  
        www.genealogyjamboree.com  
        
          July  9-11,  2019  
          Midwest  African  American  Genealogy  Institute  
          (MAAGI)  Conference;;  Allen  County  Public  Library
Ft. Wayne, IN; www.maagiinstitute.org
ON-GOING
January 17, 2019 at 7P.M. PST
CAAGS  Board  Meeting  (monthly,  3rd  Thursday)
January 25, 2019
CAAGS  Writers  Group  (monthly,  4th  Friday)
January 26, 2019
CAAGS  DNA  Interest  Group  (quarterly)
9:00 A.M.- 12:00 P.M.          
        LAFHL,  10741  Santa  Monica  Blvd.,  Los  Angeles  
        For  meeting  details  check  http://www.caags.org/  
        Bring  your  username  and  password  for  your  account  
  
        February  22  –  March  2,  2019  
        RootsTech;;  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah  
        www.rootstech.org  
  
  
The  calendar  is  subject  to  change  without  notice.  
Please  check  our  website  for  current  information.  
      http://www.caags.org/☎  (323)  806-5634    

  
  

CAAGS  FINANCIAL  SUMMARY  

Month  Ending  November  30,  2018  

  
UTAH  RESEARCH  TRIP  
The  2019  Salt  Lake  City  research  trip  dates  are  April  7-13.  
We’ll  leave  Utah  on  Saturday  rather  than  Sunday.  
Information  is  on  our  website  at    http://www.caags.org/.  Our  
tour  specialist  is  Colette  DeVerge'.  
  
OPPORTUNITES  TO  SERVE  
Share  your  skills  by  taking  a  leadership  position.  Consider  a  
term  as  an  officer.Your  expertise  is  needed!  
  
CUSTOM  REBINDING  
CAAGS  members  who  wish  to  have  family  bibles  and  other  
heirlooms  rebound  can  obtain  information  from  our  Books  
and  Acquisitions  Chairperson,  Peggy  Powell.    
  
SUPPORT  CAAGS  
Cookbooks  are  still  available  for  a  $10  donation.  Every  cook  
in  the  family  deserves  a  CAAGS  cookbook!  
  
SOUTHERN  CALIFORNIA  GENEALOGICAL  SOCIETY      
The  50th  Birthday  Bash  is  from  May  30-June  2,  2019,  four  
days.  We’ll  again  have  national,  regional  and  local  
speakers,  exciting  exhibitors  and  sponsors,  and  FUN.  
Register  beginning  January  1,  2019.  For  details  go  to  
www.scgsgenealogy.com.  
  
NATIONAL  GENEALOGICAL  SOCIETY  (NGS)  offers  two  
new  courses:  African  American  Roots:  A  Historical  
Perspective  and  Federal  Land  Research.  Go  to  
www.ngsgenealogy.org  for  information  
  
GENEALOGY  MAGAZINE  
This  You  Tube  series  offers  advice  and  tips  for  the  
family  historian.  http://www.genealogymagazine.com/  
-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐  
FOREVER  REMEMBERED  
  
Ntozake  Shange  
October  18,  1948  –  October  27,  2018  
She  was  born  Paulette  Williams  in  Trenton,  NJ  and  at  eight  
years  old  the  family  moved  to  the  racially  segregated  city  of    
St.  Louis.    As  a  result  of  the  Brown  v.  Board  of  Education  court  
decision,  Ntozake  was  bused  to  a  white  school  where  she  
endured  racism  and  racist  attacks.  
At  13  years,  she  returned  to  New  Jersey  where  she  graduated  
from  Lawrence  High  School  and  went  on  to  graduate  cum  
laude  in  American  Studies  from  New  York’s  Barnard  College.  
She  then  earned  a  master's  degree  in  the  same  field  from  
the  University  of  Southern  California,  Los  Angeles.  

  
Ntozake  is  best  known  for  the  Obie  Award-winning  play  for  
BALANCE  as  of  October  31,  2018…..………......$10,291.05  
colored  girls  who  have  considered  suicide  /  when  the  rainbow  
is  enuf.  She  coined  the  term  “choreopoem”  to  describe  this  20-
INCOME  ……………………..…………………..................2,504.05                                          
part  groundbreaking  dramatic  form,  combining  poetry,  dance,  
DISBURSEMENTS……………………………………….……….874.34  
music,  and  song  that  chronicles  the  lives  of  women  of  color  in  
DESIGNATED  FUNDS……………………………….….……...131.00  
the  United  States.  
BALANCE  ENDING  November  30,  2018………....11,920.76  
Shirley  Hurt,  Treasurer  

    https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ntozake_Shange  
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2018  VOLUNTEERS  
  
CAAGS  began  the  summer  with  a  booth  at  the  Watts  
Summer  Festival  on  August  11.    Held  at  Ted  Watkins  
Park,  the  theme  was  ‘WATTS  PRIDE  And  Still  We  
Stand.”    Volunteers  were  Laverne  Anderson,  Norma  
Bates,  Akosua  Hobert-Pierce,    Peggy  Powell,  and  
Ophelia  Sanders.  
  
On  August  25th  CAAGS    participated  in  the  12th  Annual  
Leimert  Park  Village  Book  Fair.    We  used  our  laptops  to  
assist  all  who  wanted  help  with  researching  their  
ancestors.  Volunteers  were  Norma  Bates,  Marie  Bryant,  
Khadija  Carolyn  Connor,  Ron  Higgins,  Akosua  Hobert,  
Charlynne  Moyer,  Peggy  Powell,  and  Dorothylou  Sands.  
  
Our  annual  holicday  party  on  Saturday,  December  
15,  was  a  great  success,  thanks  to  the  dozens  of  
CAAGS  members  who  volunteered.  
  
My  sincere  appreciation  to  all  who  volunteered  
Akosua  Hobert-Pierce,  Volunteer  Chair  
                            -------------------------------------------------  
  
TRACE  YOUR  AFRICAN  ANCESTRY  
Using  DNA  
  
DNA  analysis,  one  of  the  newest  research  tools,  is  how  
Harvard  historian  and  “African-American  Lives”  host  
Henry  Louis  Gates,Jr.  learned  he’s  half-Irish,  and  former  
astronaut  Mae  Jemison  found  out  she  has  Asian  
ancestry.  Such  genetic  mixing  is  more  common  than  you  
might  realize.  Colin  Jackson,  whose  Roots  Project  traces  
the  origins  of  American  and  Caribbean  blacks,  says  30  
percent  of  African-American  males  he’s  sampled  have  
European  Y  chromosomes.  Ethnobiogeographic  tests  
estimate  percentages  of  ethnic  ancestry  groups  by  
comparing  your  Y  (male  line)  or  mitochondrial  (maternal)  
DNA  to  samples  from  African  populations.  Test  results    

Library  of  Congress,  Prints  and  Photographs  Division,  LC-USZ62-114271    

  

  
  
give  you  percentages  of  ancestry  from  different  groups,  
along  with  a  margin  of  error,  or  likelihood  the  DNA  match  
is  coincidental.  Although  genetic  data  provides  clues  to  
your  origins,  view  it  as  another  research  tactic  rather    
than  a  stand-alone  identification.  Jackson  advises  first  
seeking  historical  documents  from  places  where  your  
forbears  lived  and  interviewing  family  members.“[DNA]  
must  be  used  in  conjunction  with  other  tools  and  
information,”  he  says.  “We  have  a  poor  understanding  of  
the  genetics  of  African  groups.  Many  modern  African  
ethnic  groups  did  not  exist  at  the  time  of  the  slave  trade.  
Identical  genetic  markers  or  signatures  (called  
haplotypes)  are  found  among  different  African  ethnic  
groups  for  reasons  that  are  not  clear.”Jackson  notes  
scientists  have  studied  only  one  percent  of  African  
ethnic  groups,  which  doesn’t  even  include  all  those  who  
were  sources  of  the  slave  trade.  All  this  means  it’s  
difficult  to  prove  origins  beyond  a  reasonable  doubt  
using  genetic  testing.  
  
A  DNA  study  published  in  the  November  1998  journal  
Nature  convinced  many  that  Thomas  Jefferson  fathered  
at  least  one  child  with  his  slave  Sally  Hemings.  That  
debate  continues,  but  there’s  no  question  female  slaves  
across  the  South  bore  slaveholders’  children.  This  often  
led  to  special  treatment  of  the  child,  or  his  “passing”  
unnoticed  into  white  society,  which  can  account  for  
disappearances  from  censuses.  If  you  suspect  a  
slaveholder  in  your  ancestry,  Y-DNA  might  hold  the  
answer.  You’d  need  to  identify  a  likely  slaveholder  and  
test  male-line  relatives  of  both  individuals.  DNA  tests  
cost  $100  and  up,  depending  on  the  number  of  genetic  
markers  tested  and  the  lab  you  choose.  See  the  October  
2006  Family  Tree  Magazine  for  more  on  using  genetic  
genealogy.  Wherever  your  research  leads  you,  share  
your  legacies,  hometown  stories  and  research  notes  with  
those  who’ll  follow  in  your  footsteps.  Make  your  
discoveries  available,  perhaps  through  a  family  tree  
chart  at  a  reunion,  website,  photo  album  or  written  family  
history.  Once  you  find  out  what’s  behind  your  ancestor’s  
name  on  a  record,  you’ll  get  a  deeper  look  into  yourself  
and  your  family,  too.    
  
Author:  
Bijan  C.  Bayne  is  a  Washington,  DC  writer  and  author  of  
Sky  Kings:  Black  Pioneers  of  Professional  Basketball  
(Franklin  Watts,  out  of  print).  He  moderates  Afrigeneas’  
Organizations  and  Institutions  forum.  You  can  use  DNA  
testing  to  find  clues  to  the  geographic  origins  of  your  male  
line  or  female  line.  But  experts  caution  that  African  
groups’  genetics  aren’t  yet  fully  understood  or  studied—
so  testing  can’t  conclusively  prove  where  your  family  
came  from.  
  
Newsletter  Reporter:  Cartelia  Bryant,  Member  since  1998  
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PAUL  REVERE  WILLIAMS  
Architect  of  Los  Angeles  
In  1957  Paul  Williams  was  the  first  African  American  
elected  to  the  American  Institute  of  Architecture  (AIA)  
College  of  Fellows.  In  2017  he  was  one  of  the  most  well-
known  20th  Century  architects  and  was  posthumously  
honored  with  the  AIA’s  highest  award,  the  Gold  Medal.    
Conferred  since  1947,  the  medal  is  awarded  in  
recognition  of  a  significant  body  of  work  of  lasting  
influence  on  the  theory  and  practice  of  architecture.  One  
of  Williams’  award  nominees  wrote,  "[Williams’]  
pioneering  career  has  encouraged  others  to  cross  a  
chasm  of  historic  biases.”    Williams  himself  remarked  on  
the  bitter  irony  of  the  fact  that  most  of  the  homes  he  
designed,  and  whose  construction  he  oversaw,  were  on  
parcels  whose  deeds  included  segregation  covenants  
barring  blacks  from  purchasing  them.  Williams  also  
stated,  "If  I  allow  the  fact  that  I  am  a  Negro  to  checkmate  
my  will  to  do,  now,  I  will  inevitably  form  the  habit  of  being  
defeated."  
  
Paul  Williams  designed  more  than  2,000  private  homes,  
most  in  the  Hollywood  Hills  and  the  Mid-Wilshire  area  of  
Los  Angeles  (including  his  own  home  in  Lafayette  
Square,  part  of  historic  West  Adams).      His  most  famous  
homes  were  for  celebrities,  and  he  was  well  regarded  for  
his  mastery  of  various  architectural  styles.  Modern  
interpretations  of  Tudor-revival,  French  Chateau,  
Regency,  French  Country,  and  Mediterranean  
architecture  were  part  of  his  repertoire.  However,  as  
modernism  came  to  dominate  public  architecture  after  
World  War  II,  Williams  modified  his  more  traditional  
designs.  He  characterized  the  style  of  some  of  his  
buildings  as  “conservative  modern.”    

Neither the newsletter editor nor CAAGS guarantees publication of any submission. Submissions are due by the
third Saturday of each month.

  
  
PAUL  REVERE  WILLIAMS  cont..  
  
An  outstanding  draftsman,  Williams  perfected  the  skill  of  
rendering  drawings  "upside  down."  This  expertise  was  
developed  because  in  1922  when  he  established  his  
private  practice,  many  of  his  white  clients  felt  
uncomfortable  sitting  directly  next  to  a  black  man.  He  
learned  to  draft  upside  down  so  that  he  could  sit  across  
the  desk  from  his  clients  who  would  see  his  drafts  right-
side-up.  
  

Architect Paul Williams in Front of His Most Famous
Project, the Theme Building, Los Angeles Airport  
  
Williams’  clients  included  Frank  Sinatra  (the  notorious  
pushbutton  house),  Bill  “Bojangles”  Robinson,  Lon  
Chaney,  Sr.,  Lucille  Ball  and  Desi  Arnaz,  Julie  London,  
Tyrone  Power,  Barbara  Stanwyck,  Bert  Lahr,  Charles  
Correll,  Will  Hayes,  Zasu  Pitts,  Danny  Thomas,  and  
William  Barron  Hilton.    By  the  late  1930s,  Williams  
gained  some  important  nonresidential  commissions,  
most  notably  the  Music  Corporation  of  America  building  
(1937)  and  the  Saks  Fifth  Avenue  store  (1939),  both  in  
Beverly  Hills.    During  World  War  II  Williams  worked  with  
other  architects  to  design  public  housing  for  war  
workers.  In  the  1950s  and  1960s  he  designed  some  of  
the  most  distinctive  public  buildings  in  Los  Angeles.  
His  best-known  building  is  probably  the  Theme  Building  
at  Los  Angeles  International  Airport,  designed  with  
William  Pereira.    In  contrast  to  these  splendid  structures,  
Williams  co-designed  with  another  black  architect,  
Hilvard  Robinson,  the  first  federally  funded  public    
  
  

  
  
housing  projects  of  the  post-war  period  (Langston  
Terrace,  Washington,  D.C.)  and  later  the  Pueblo  del  Rio  
project  in  southeast  Los  Angeles.  Also,  Williams    
designed  houses  and  hotels  in  Columbia  as  well  as  the  
buildings  of  landmark  black-owned  Los  Angeles  
businesses  such  as  the  Angelus  Funeral  Home,  Golden  
State  Mutual  Life  Insurance,  and  Broadway  Federal  
Savings  and  Loan.  He  also  designed  a  new  home  for  
Los  Angeles’  First  A.M.E.  Church  of  which  he  was  a  
member.  
  
Paul  Williams  was  born  in  Los  Angeles  in  1894,  a  few  
years  after  his  parents  had  moved  to  Southern  California  
from  Tennessee.    Williams’s  father  died  in  1896,  and  his  
mother  died  two  years  later.  So,  at  four  years  old  he  was  
taken  in  by  C.D.  and  Emily  Clarkson.  He  went  on  to  
graduate  from  Polytechnic  High  School  and  studied  at  
the  Los  Angeles  School  of  Art,  the  Beaux-Arts  Institute  
of  Design,  and  the  engineering  school  at  the  University  
of  Southern  California,  where  he  designed  several  
residential  buildings.  While  he  pursued  his  studies  in  the  
1910s,  Williams  worked  in  the  offices  of  several  different  
Los  Angeles  architects.    In  1917  he  married  Della  Mae  
Givens  and  they  had  two  daughters.    Williams  was  
licensed  as  an  architect  by  the  State  of  California  in  
1921  and  retired  his  practice  in  1973.    He  received  the  
Spingarn  Medal  from  the  NAACP,  and  honorary  
doctorates  from  Lincoln  University  of  Missouri,  Howard  
University  and  the  Tuskegee  Institute.  Paul  Williams  died  
on  January  23,1980,  at  age  85.    

  

References:  
https://blackpast.org/aaw/williams-paul-r-1894-1980                
Author:  Kevin  Leonard,  Western  Washington  University  
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Paul_Williams_(architect)  
Editor:  Lanetta  Lyons  
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CAAGS  FINANCIAL  SUMMARY  

Month  Ending  December  31,    2018  

  
BALANCE  as  of  November  30,  2018…..…….....$11,920.76  
INCOME  ……………………..………………........................960.00                                
DISBURSEMENTS………………………………………….…….355.44  
DESIGNATED  FUNDS……………………………….….……...131.00  
BALANCE  ENDING  December  31,  2018….…....$12,880.76  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

Christina  Ashe,  Acting  Treasurer  
Shirley  Hurt,  Treasurer  
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2019 Calendar of Events
April  7-13,  2019  
        Salt  Lake  City,  Utah  Research  Trip  
  
        May  8-11,  2019  
        National  Genealogical  Society  Conference  
        St.  Charles,  MO;;  www.ngsgenealogy.org  
  
        May  30  –  June  2,  2019  
        Jamboree  2019    (50th  Birthday  Bash)  
        The  Southern  California  Genealogical  Society  
        www.genealogyjamboree.com  
        
          July  9-11,  2019  
          Midwest  African  American  Genealogy  Institute  
          (MAAGI)  Conference;;  Allen  County  Public  Library
Ft. Wayne, IN; www.maagiinstitute.org
August 21 -24, 2019
Federation of Genealogical Societies
National Conference; Washington, DC
ON-GOING
February 14, 2019 at 7P.M. PST
CAAGS  Board  Meeting  
February 22, 2019
CAAGS  Writers  Group  (monthly,  4th  Friday)
March 23, 2019
CAAGS  DNA  Interest  Group  (quarterly)
9:00 A.M.- 12:00 P.M.          
        LAFHL,  10741  Santa  Monica  Blvd.,  Los  Angeles  
        Bring  your  account  username  and  password    
  
        February  22  –  March  2,  2019  
        RootsTech;;  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah  
        www.rootstech.org  
  
The  calendar  is  subject  to  change  without  notice.  
Please  check  our  website  for  current  information.  
☎  (323)  806-5634  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

PLUGGED  IN  
  
UTAH  RESEARCH  TRIP  
The  2019  Salt  Lake  City  research  trip  dates  are  April  7-13.  
We’ll  leave  Utah  on  Saturday  rather  than  Sunday.  
Information  is  on  our  website  at    http://www.caags.org/.  Our  
tour  specialist  is  Colette  DeVerge'.  
  
MEMBERSHIP  RENEWAL  
If  you  haven’t  done  so,  do    renew  your  membership.  
  
OPPORTUNITES  TO  SERVE  
Consider  a  term  as  an  officer.  Can  you  serve  as  the  
Federation  of  Genealogical  Societies  (FGS)  delegate  or  
Public  Relations/Fundraising  chairperson?  
  
SUPPORT  CAAGS  
Cookbooks  are  available  for  a  $10  donation.  Whip  up  a  
gourmet  delight  from  one  of  the  many  palate-pleasing  
recipes.    
  
FINDING  YOUR  ROOTS  –  HENRY  LOUIS  GATES  
Season five, Tuesdays at 8/7c on PBS (check local
listings).
  
SOUTHERN  CALIFORNIA  GENEALOGICAL  SOCIETY      
The  50th  Birthday  Bash  is  from  May  30-June  2,  2019,  four  
days.  We’ll  again  have  national,  regional  and  local  
speakers,  exciting  exhibitors  and  sponsors,  and  FUN.  
Register  beginning  January  1,  2019.  For  details  go  to  
www.scgsgenealogy.com.  
  
NATIONAL  GENEALOGICAL  SOCIETY  (NGS)  offers  two  
new  courses:  African  American  Roots:  A  Historical  
Perspective  and  Federal  Land  Research.  Go  to  
www.ngsgenealogy.org  for  information.  
  
GENEALOGY  MAGAZINE  
This  You  Tube  series  offers  advice  and  tips  for  the  
family  historian.  http://www.genealogymagazine.com/  
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FOREVER  REMEMBERED  
  
EVELYN  ROSS  
She  joined  CAAGS  shortly  after  the  organization  began  in  1987  
and  served  as  librarian  for  many  years.  Those  CAAGS  members  
who  knew  her,  cherished  their  friendship  and  deeply  miss  her.      

  
NANCY  WILSON  
February  20,  1937  –  December  13,  2018  
Nancy  Sue  Wilson  was  born  in  Chillicothe,  Ohio  where  she  began  
singing  as  a  child.  While  still  a  high  school  student,  Nancy  entered  
a  contest  that  led  to  regular  television  and    nightclub  appearances.  
She  had  no  formal  training  and  honed  her  skills  by  touring  in  the  
west  and  Canada.    Calling  herself  a  “song  stylist,”  she  said  “I  have  
a  gift  for  telling  stories.  “I  don’t  put  labels  on  it,  I  just  sing.  It’s  all  in  
the  ear  of  the  listener.…”        
  
A  highly  productive  artist,  releasing  more  than  70  albums  in  a  five-
decade  recording  career,  she  won  three  Grammy  Awards  and  was  
honored  as  a  Jazz  Master  by  the  National  Endowment  for  the  Arts.    
  
She  made  many  guest  appearances  on  television  shows  like  “The  
Ed  Sullivan  Show”    and  was  one  of  the  few  African  Americans  of  
her  day  to  host  a  TV  program,  the  Emmy-winning  “Nancy  Wilson  
Show.”    For  her  lifelong  work  in  civil  rights,  which  included  
participating  in  the  1965  Selma  to  Montgomery  protest  march,  she  
received  many  awards.    

Reference:  https://www.nytimes.com/section/obituaries  
-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐  

TRACE  YOUR  AFRICAN  ANCESTRY  
  
Don’t  stop  your  family  search  at  the  Emancipation  
Proclamation.    Using  these  techniques,  discover  
African-American  roots  obscured  by  slavery.  
  
Studying  slave  communities  
              The  enslavement  of  Africans  in  the  United  States  began  in  
1619,  when  a  Dutch  trader  sold  slaves  to  settlers  at  
Jamestown,  Va.    Millions  of  Africans  were  forced  to  cross  the  
Atlantic  over  the  next  200  years—known  as  the  Middle  
Passage.  (Details  of  trade  at  www.slavevoyages.org).    Britain  
and  the  United  Stated  outlawed  importing  (but  not  owning)  
slaves  in  1807,  but  the  practice  continued  illegally  for  years.  
              Not  every  white  southerner  owned  slaves,  and  whites  
weren’t  the  only  slave  owners.  Little  has  been  written  about  
African  Americans  who  owned  slaves,  but  it  appears  the  
practice  was  common  in  Louisiana,  South  Carolina,  Maryland  
and  Virginia.  Anthony  Johnson,  a  free  African  and  former  
indentured  servant,  won  a  court  case  in  1654  that,  ironically,  
declared  his  servant  a  slave  for  life.    Learn  more  about  this  
phenomenon  in  Black  Slaveowners:  Free  Black  Slave  Masters  
in  South  Carolina,  1790-1860,  by  Larry  Koger.    Whether  
someone  was  a  slave  depended  on  his  or  her  mother’s  status:  
If  the  mother  was  a  slave,  her  children  were  slaves;;  if  the  
mother  was  free,  so  were  her  children.  
              To  research  your  slave  ancestors,  you’ll  first  need  to  trace  
your  family  tree  back  from  yourself  to  the  time  slavery  ended  
in  1865,  documenting  your  ancestors  in  as  many  historical  
records  as  possible.  For  help,  see  the  November  2007  Family  
Tree  Magazine,  as  well  as  A  Genealogist’s  Guide  to  
Discovering  Your  African-American  Ancestors  by  Franklin  
Carter  Smith  and  Emily  Anne  Croom.  Try  to  learn  your  
ancestors’  names  and  where  they  settled  after  slavery  ended.  
  
              

  
  
              Researching  enslaved  ancestors  involves  the  same  basic  
genealogical  principles  as  any  other  family  history  quest,  with  
this  difference:  You’ll  need  to  study  both  the  slave  family  and  
the  owner’s  family.  Your  goal  is  to  reconstruct  relationships  in  
the  slaveholding  family  and  their  process  of  acquiring  slaves.  
The  slave  and  white  families  were  bound  together  not  just  as  
property  and  owner,  but  also  as  a  community  and  a  family  unit.  
Their  children  played  together,  black  women  cared  for  white  
children,  and  the  owners  and  slaves  sometimes  worked  side  
by  side.  But  more  important,  slaves  were  often  “kept  in  the  
family.”    As  legal  property,  they  could  be  passed  down  through  
inheritance,  loaned  out  and  gifted  to  children.  All  of  these  
actions  could  generate  records  under  the  slave  family’s  name.  
  
Discovering  the  slaveowner  family  
              Since  slaves  didn’t  use  last  names,  your  newly  freed  
ancestor  could’ve  chosen  a  particular  surname  for  a  variety  of  
reasons,  so  don’t  assume  your  ancestor  took  his  most  recent  
master’s  name.  But  because  many  freedmen  did,  start  by  
researching  white  families  with  the  same  surname  in  your  
ancestors’  community,  especially  if  it  was  an  uncommon  
surname.    
              First,  focus  on  the  county  where  your  ancestors  lived  in  
1870.  Look  at  county  histories  and  find  your  family  in  the  1870  
census  (the  first  census  to  include  former  slaves’  last  names).  
Next,  examine  white  families  living  in  the  same  enumeration  
district  as  your  ancestors.  How  many  whites  with  the  same  
surname  lived  in  the  district?  Did  they  live  near  my  ancestors?  
Can  I  find  them  in  the  1860  US  census?  In  the  1850  census?  
Are  they  listed  as  slave  owners  on  1850  or  1860  slave  
schedules?  In  1850  and  1860,  African  Americans  were  
included  on  a  supplemental  slave  schedule.  Schedules  are  
organized  by  the  slave  master’s  name  and  list  the  slaves’  
color,  sex  and  age—not  their  names,  but  you  still  can  use  the  
ages  to  hypothesize  about  your  ancestral  family.    
              Freedmen’s  Bureau  records  contain  valuable  
information  for  finding  ancestors  post-slavery  and  they  
also  might  hold  clues  to  former  owners’names.  The  bureau,    
became  the  primary  structure  through  which  freed  slaves  
sought  aid,  protection  and  assistance.  Generated  between  
1865  and  1872,  they  include:  
■  labor  contracts  between  planters  and  freedmen    
■  registers  of  transportation  
■  school  records  
■  correspondence  and  registers  of  violence  against  freedmen  
■  marriage  registers  
■  bounty  applications  for  soldiers  discharged  for  the  US  
Colored  Troops  
■  registers  of  payment  claims  (related  to  Civil  War  service)  of  
Colored  Troops  veterans,  their  families  and  others  
■  correspondence  from  bureau  field  agents  and  local  residents  
Records  from  Freedmen’s  Bureau  field  offices  are  available  at  
the  National  Archives  (NARA)  <archives.gov>  and  regional  
facilities  <archives.gov/locations>,  and  the  Family  History  
Library  (FHL)  www.familysearch.org.  Some  state  libraries  and  
archives  also  have  records.  See  NARA’s  online  guide  at  
<archives.gov/research/african-americans/.  Also,  records  of  
the  Freedman’s  Savings  Bank  &  Trust  Co.,  or  Freedman’s  
Bank,  can  help  you  learn  about  your  family’s  
whereabouts  when  slavery  ended.  
(To  be  continued  in  March  newsletter)  
Author:  Kenyatta  D.  Berry,  CAAGS  Newsletter  Reporter:  C.  Bryant  

To  Unsubscribe,  email  ljslyons@gmail.com  
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Murray’s  Ranch,  a  guest  ranch  in  Apple  Valley,  California,  
was  unique.    It  was  owned  by  and  catered  primarily  to  
African  Americans,  and  it  served  as  the  set  for  a  number  of  
all-black-cast  western  films.  The  40-acre  ranch  on  the  edge  
of  the  Mojave  Desert  was  purchased  by  Nolie  B.  and  Lela  
Murray  in  1922  for  $100.    
Nolie,  a  black  businessman    from  Los  Angeles,  and  his  
wife,  Lela,  decided  to  convert  the  former  working  cattle  
ranch  at  the  intersection  of  Waalew  and  Bell  Mountain  
Roads  in  the  northern  part  of  Los  Angeles  County  into  the  
nation’s  first  black-owned  dude  ranch.  Their  ranch  soon  
became  a  favorite  vacation  spot  for  African  Americans,  
since  widespread  segregation  practices  limited  black  
Californians  access  to  private  and  public  recreational  
facilities  [during]  the  first  half  of  the  20th  Century.  
    
For  nearly  20  years,  Murray’s  Dude  Ranch  operated  with  a  
pool,  tennis  courts,  riding  stables,  and  several  small  
houses.  Celebrities  representing  the  sports  and  
entertainment  community  visited  the  ranch,  including  world  
heavyweight  boxing  champion  Joe  Louis.  Louis’  1937  visit  
motivated  a  photography  crew  from  Life  magazine  to  cover  
his  stay.  In  the  magazine’s  November  15,  1937  issue,  six  
photographs  appeared.  
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PLUGGED  IN  

Joe  Louis  at  Murray’s  Dude  Ranch,  1937  
Image:  Public  Domain  
  

By  the  late  1930s  a  number  of  films  were  shot  on  location  at  
Murray’s  Dude  Ranch  including  four  of  Herbert  Jeffries’  all-
black-cast  westerns.  Jeffries,  known  as  the  singing  cowboy,  
was  the  star  of  “Harlem  on  the  Prairie”  (1937),  “Two-Gun  
Man  from  Harlem”  (1938),  “The  Bronze  Buckaroo”  (1939),  
and  “Harlem  Rides  the  Range”  (1939).    Aside  from  Joe  
Louis,  who  returned  to  the  ranch  on  several  occasions,  and  
Herb  Jeffries,  who  made  films  there,  other  celebrity  guests  
included  Bill  “Bojangles”  Robinson,  Hattie  McDaniel,  Nina  
Mae  McKinney  and  Lena  Horne.    
  

Lela  Murray  died  in  1949  at  the  age  of  58.    In  1955,  
widower  Nolie  Murray  married  Callie  Armstrong,  a  Los  
Angeles  schoolteacher.    Soon  afterwards  the  couple  sold  
most  of  the  ranch  to  singer  and  actress  Pearl  Bailey  and  
her  husband  Louis  Bellson  for  $65,000.    The  Murrays  kept  
five  acres  and  built  and  managed  a  motel  until  Nolie’s  death  
in  1958  at  the  age  of  70.  
  
Bailey  and  her  husband  used  the  ranch  as  their  private  
resort  until  1960  when  they  sold  it.    The  new  owners  chose  
to  use  the  property  for  other  purposes  and  by  1988  the  
ranch  had  been  abandoned  for  several  years.  Los  Angeles  
County  claimed  the  property  and  turned  it  over  to  the  Apple  
Valley  Fire  Department  which  used  remaining  buildings  for  
training.  By  1990  all  of  the  ranch  buildings  were  gone.    
References:  https/blackpast.org/aaw/murray-e-dude-ranch-apple-
valley-california  1922-1960;;    Author:  Ronald  J.  Stephens  

  
  

  
CAAGS  MEETINGS  
Our  meeting  location  is  the  LDS  Church  at  10625  S.  San  
Pedro,  Los  Angeles,  CA  90003.  Thanks  goes  to  Steve  
Allen  for  securing  this  site.  The  next  meeting  is  on  March  
16th  at  10:00A.M.  
  
UTAH  RESEARCH  TRIP  
The  2019  Salt  Lake  City  research  trip  dates  are  April  7-
13.  We’ll  leave  Utah  on  Saturday  rather  than  Sunday.  
Information  is  on  our  website  at    http://www.caags.org/.  
Our  tour  specialist  is  Colette  DeVerge'.  
  
OPPORTUNITES  TO  SERVE  
Share  your  skills  by  taking  a  leadership  position.  
Consider  a  term  as  an  officer.  We  need  a  Federation  of  
Genealogical  Societies  (FGS)  Delegate,  and  Public  
Relations/Fundraising  Chairperson.  
  
SUPPORT  CAAGS  
Cookbooks  are  available  for  a  $10  donation.  Whip  up  a  
gourmet  delight  from  one  of  the  many  palate-pleasing  
recipes.    
  
FINDING  YOUR  ROOTS-  HENRY  LOUIS  GATES  
Check local listings for season five (Tuesdays on PBS).
  
SOUTHERN  CALIFORNIA  GENEALOGICAL  SOCIETY      
The  50th  Birthday  Bash  is  from  May  30-June  2,  2019,  
four  days.  We’ll  have  national,  regional  and  local  
speakers,  exciting  exhibitors  and  sponsors,  and  FUN.  
Registration  has  begun.  For  details  go  to  
www.scgsgenealogy.com.  
  
NATIONAL  GENEALOGICAL  SOCIETY  (NGS)  offers  
two  new  courses:  African  American  Roots:  A  Historical  
Perspective  and  Federal  Land  Research.  Go  to  
www.ngsgenealogy.org  for  information.  
  
GENEALOGY  MAGAZINE  
This  You  Tube  series  offers  advice  and  tips  for  the  
family  historian.  http://www.genealogymagazine.com/  

RootsTech 2019 in Salt Lake City will be streamed live
starting Wednesday, February 27, at 9:30 a.m. MST.
https://www.rootstech.org
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TRACE  YOUR  AFRICAN  ANCESTRY  
Don’t  stop  your  family  search  at  the  Emancipation  
Proclamation.    Using  these  techniques,  discover  
African-American  roots  obscured  by  slavery.  
(continued  from  February  2019)  
  

Researching  the  slaveholding  family  
              Create  a  basic  genealogy  of  both  your  family  and  the  
slave-owning  family.  Include  collateral  lines—relatives  such  
as  siblings,  aunts,  uncles  and  cousins.  
              Because  slaves  were  considered  property,  many  
records  that  name  them  are  with  the  slave  owner’s  other  
property-related  records.    Wills,  probate  files,  inventories,  
account  books,  deeds  and  tax  records  can  help  you  
discover  your  enslaved  ancestors.  Typically,  slaves  are  
identified  by  first  name  and  color  (such  as  black  or  mulatto).  
A  few  of  these  records  are  online,  either  digitized  or  as  
indexes  that  will  tell  you  the  name  of  the  repository  holding  
the  original.  AfriQuest  <www.afriquest.com>  has  a  variety  
of  wills  and  court  records.  Afro-Louisiana  History  and  
Genealogy  <www.ibiblio.org/laslave>  catalogs  information  
about  slaves  in  Louisiana  from  1719  to  1820.    
Most  property-related  records,  though,  are  in  county  
courthouses,  local  libraries,  historical  societies  and  state  
archives.  Look  up  your  ancestor’s  county  in  a  genealogy  
reference  such  as  Red  Book:  American  State,  County  and  
Town  Sources  or  the  Family  Tree  Resource  Book  for  
Genealogists  to  see  where  old  records  are  kept.  
        If  you  live  near  the  repository,  it’s  just  a  matter  of  calling  
to  ask  about  research  hours.  If  not,  you  can  write  to  request  
copies  or  see  if  the  records  are  microfilmed  at  the  Family  
History  Library  (FHL)  .  Search  the  online  catalog  
<www.family  search.org/  eng/library/fhlc/frameset_fhlc.asp>  
by  choosing  Place  and  entering  the  county  and  state  where  
your  ancestor  lived.    (Some  county  names  have  changed  
over  the  years—enter  the  name  during  your  ancestor’s  
lifetime).    Look  for  topics  such  as  court  records,  wills,  deeds  
and  probate,  and  see  if  records  cover  the  right  time  period.  
These  records  also  could  tell  you  about  your  ancestors:  
■  Probate  records:  These  are  all  the  court  records  
associated  with  the  settling  of  a  deceased  person’s  estate,  
so  they  may  help  you  learn  what  happened  to  
slaves  owned  by  the  slaveholding  family.  A  probate  file  
might  include  a  will  spelling  out  who  was  to  get  
which  slaves,  property  inventories,  deeds,  
account  books  and  correspondence.  These  records  are  
often  found  at  county  courthouses  and  state  
archives.  
■  Inventories:  Often  part  of  estate  papers,  inventories  
itemized  all  the  deceased’s  property  at  the  time  of  death.  
Slaves  would  be  listed  with  sex  and  age.  
■  Account  books:  The  executor  of  the  estate  kept  account  
books,  which  may  record  when  the  deceased’s  slaves  were  
sold—and  to  whom.  You  might  find  them  in  probate  file  
collections  or  on  their  own  at  historical  societies,  state  
archives  and  in  collections  of  family  papers.  
  
  
  

  
  
  
■  Deeds:  These  papers  record  the  transfer  of  property  on  
the  basis  of  a  sale,  gift  or  trust.  Slaves  were  sometimes  
transferred  via  deeds.  Deeds  are  usually  in  county    
courthouses,  but  might  have  been  transferred  to  state  
archives.  You’ll  also  find  some  on  Famiy  History  Library  
microfilm—run  a  search  on  your  ancestor’s  county  and  look  
for  the  Deed  Records  heading.  
■  Manumission  papers:  An  owner  or  a  court  could  issue  
these  papers  to  document  a  slave’s  freedom  when  the  
owner  granted  it  (sometimes  in  a  will)  or  the  slave  
purchased  it.  The  papers  are  often  located  at  historical  
societies  and  state  archives,  and  in  manuscript  collections  
held  in  state  and  local  libraries.  National  Archives  and  
Records  Administration  (NARA)  has  Washington,  DC  
manumissions  from  1857  to  1863  on  microfilm  (M433).  
■  Manuscript  collections:  Typically,  larger  plantations  kept  
meticulous  records  regarding  expenses  for  clothing  or  
medical  care.  For  these  slaveholders,  manuscript  
collections  of  account  books,  business  and  personal  papers  
can  prove  valuable  resources.  Manuscript  collections  can  
be  in  various  locations:  city,  county  or  state  historical  or  
genealogical  societies;;  state  archives;;  and  public  or  
university  libraries.  Most  societies  and  libraries  publish  
manuscript  collection  guides  on  their  Web  sites,  so  search  
Google  <google.com>  on  the  slave  owning  
family’s  name.  See  the  March  2009  Family  Tree  Magazine  
for  more  techniques  for  finding  resources  in  libraries.  Don’t  
forget  to  ask  for  help.    
        As  I  continue  to  discover  my  heritage  and  learn  more  
about  my  ancestors,  I’m  reminded  of  the  challenges  and  
connections  that  bind  families  across  generations—and  the  
uniqueness  of  African-American  genealogy.  

  

Owners  of  runaway  slaves  often  advertised  rewards  and  
provided  detailed  descriptions  in  newspaper  advertisements  
and  on  leaflets  such  as  this  one.  
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A  CHRONOLOGY  
  
1619  First  African  slaves  arrive  in  Jamestown  on  the  
White  Lion  
1654  John  Casor  becomes  the  first  legally  recognized  slave  in  
the  United  States  
1705  Virginia  declares  all  negro,  mulatto  and  Indian  slaves  
should  be  held  as  real  estate  
1774  Rhode  Island  bans  the  importation  of  slaves  
1775  The  Society  for  the  Relief  of  Free  Negroes  
Unlawfully  Held  in  Bondage  (aka  the  Pennsylvania  
Society)  established  
1783  Slavery  ends  in  Massachusetts  
1800  A  slave  named  Gabriel  leads  a  rebellion  in  
Virginia  
1807  British  Parliament  makes  the  slave  trade  illegal  
1822  Denmark  Vesey  is  hanged  for  planning  a  slave  rebellion  
in  Charleston,  SC  
1831  Nat  Turner  leads  a  slave  rebellion  in  Virginia  
1831  William  Lloyd  Garrison  founds  the  abolitionist  
Newspaper,  The  Liberator  
1848  Connecticut  abolishes  slavery  
1850  Fugitive  slave  laws  require  runaway  slaves  in  
free  states  to  be  returned  
1852  Uncle  Tom’s  Cabin  is  published  
1857  US  Supreme  Court  rules  Dred  Scott  can’t  sue  for  
his  freedom  
1863  Emancipation  Proclamation  takes  effect  
1865  13th  Amendment  prohibits  slavery  
  

  
  
  

2019 CALLENDAR OF EVENTS
April  7-13,  2019  
        Salt  Lake  City,  Utah  Research  Trip  
  
        May  8-11,  2019  
        National  Genealogical  Society  Conference  
        St.  Charles,  MO;;  www.ngsgenealogy.org  
  
        May  30  –  June  2,  2019  
        Jamboree  2019    (50th  Birthday  Bash)  
        The  Southern  California  Genealogical  Society  
        www.genealogyjamboree.com  
        
          July  9-11,  2019  
          Midwest  African  American  Genealogy  Institute  
          (MAAGI)  Conference;;  Allen  County  Public  Library
Ft. Wayne, IN; www.maagiinstitute.org
ON-GOING
March 14, 2019 at 7P.M. PST
CAAGS  Board  Meeting  (monthly,  3rd  Thursday)
March 16, 2019, 10A.M. (monthly, 3rd Saturday)
CAGGS General Membership Meeting
Raffle: Full Weekend Registration to Jamboree 2019
March 22, 2019
CAAGS  Writers  Group  (monthly,  4th  Friday)
10A.M. – noon, A.C. Bilbrew Library
150 East El Segundo Blvd; Los Angeles, CA

Author:  Kenyatta  D.  Berry  lives  in  Los  Gatos,  Calif.,  
where  she’s  digitizing  records  related  to  slavery.  
Her  Web  site  is  <www.kenyattaberry  
Newsletter  Reporter:  Cartelia  Bryant,  Member  since  1998  
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BERNADINE  HIGH  COLEMAN  
She  was  a  CAAGS  presenter  who  was  born  in  rural  Louisiana,  
grew  up  in  Los  Angeles  and  received  her  M.S.  from  Loyola-
Marymount.    She  authored  novels  Moma  Rosa  and  I  Leave  
You  My  Dreams,  and  Listen  My  Children,  a  book  of  poetry.  

March 23, 2019
CAAGS  DNA  Interest  Group 9:00 A.M.- 12:00 P.M.        
        LAFHL,  10741  Santa  Monica  Blvd.,  Los  Angeles  
        Bring  your  username  and  password  for  your  account  
        Raffle:  Full  Registration  to  7th  Genetic  Genealogy          
        Conference-  May  20,  2019;;  Burbank,  CA  
  
The  calendar  is  subject  to  change  without  notice.  
Please  check  our  website  for  current  information.  
http://www.caags.org/☎  (323)  806-5634    

CLIFTON V. LEE, M.D.
January 21, 1928 – February 19,2019
Although  he  did  not  attend  meetings,  he  joined  the  
organization  when  lifetime  memberships  became  available  and  
when  he  was  asked  to  do  so  by  Colette  DeVerge'  who  then  
worked  with  him.    Dr.  Lee  will  be  missed.  

  

-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐  

  
  
To  Unsubscribe,  email  ljslyons@gmail.com
  

  
CAAGS  FINANCIAL  SUMMARY  
Month  Ending  January  31,    2019  

  

BALANCE  as  of  December  31,  2018…..………........$12,525.32  
INCOME  …………………………………..............................2,763.00                                      
DISBURSEMENTS………………………………………….………1,321.50  
DESIGNATED  FUNDS……………………………….….…………..131.00  
BALANCE  ENDING  January  31,  2019……….………..$15,131.88  

Christina  Ashe,  Acting  Treasurer  
Shirley  Hurt,  Treasurer  
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Volume 31, Number 4
THE INKWELL
Santa Monica California (1905-1964)
The Inkwell was a popular beach for African Americans in
Southern California through the middle decades of the
twentieth century. The beach at Bay Street, fanning out a
block to the north and south, was derogatorily called “The
Inkwell” by nearby Anglos, in reference to the skin color of
the beach-goers.

2019 Board of Directors
Elected Officers
Cartelia Marie Bryant– President
Ron Batiste– First Vice President
Norma Bates – Second Vice President/Membership
Ronald Fairley – Corresponding Secretary
Christina Ashe– Recording Secretary
Shirley Hurt – Treasurer
Charles Hurt – Parliamentarian
Committee Chairs/Appointed Officers
Peggy Powell – Books and Acquisitions
Open – Public Relations/Fundraising
Bettye Whitson – Librarian
Edna Briggs - Historian
Lanetta Lyons – Newsletter Editor
Open – FGS Delegate
Akosua Hobert – Volunteer Chairman
Website – http://www.caags.org/☎ (323) 806-5634

Hazel Maybier Brown-Temple (far right) and fellow beachgoers,
Inkwell, Santa Monica, 1928 Photo by Rick Blocker

Neither the newsletter editor nor CAAGS guarantees publication of any submission. Submissions are due by the
third Saturday of each month.

PLUGGED IN

THE INKWELL (cont.)
Such names also existed for other beaches across the
U.S. Nonetheless, African Americans in Southern
California, like their counterparts elsewhere, transformed
the hateful moniker into a badge of pride.
The Inkwell was originally located at the western end of
Pico Boulevard and stretched two city blocks south to
Bicknell Street. It was situated near Phillips Chapel
Christian Methodist Episcopal Church, the first black church
in Santa Monica [and also] an anchor for an early black
settlement around 4th and Bay Streets…. [From
throughout Southern California African Americana came to
the Inkwell] to socialize, enjoy the ocean breezes, and swim
with less racial harassment than at other area beaches.

UTAH RESEARCH TRIP
The 2019 Salt Lake City research trip dates are April 713. We’ll leave Utah on Saturday rather than Sunday.
Information is on our website at http://www.caags.org/.
Our tour specialist is Colette DeVerge'.
Akosua Hobert won the SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA
GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY Jamboree weekend (May
30-June 2).
Hazel Darden won the raffle for one day at the SCGS
DNA interest group.

Over the decades, due to the Inkwell’s unique location,
blacks were able to avoid overly hostile discrimination as
the area evolved from the edge of public activity to a center
of it. Racial discrimination, and in particular restrictive
covenants, prevented African Americans from buying
property throughout the urban region, but their community’s
presence and agency sustained their oceanfront usage in
Santa Monica.

OPPORTUNITES TO SERVE
We need a Federation of Genealogical Societies (FGS)
Delegate, and Public Relations/Fundraising Chairperson.
Do consider volunteering for one of these positions.
SUPPORT CAAGS
Surprise your family with a new dish from the CAAGS
cookbook (available for a $10 donation).

Even the Inkwell was challenged by nearby white
homeowners and businessmen. In 1922 the Santa Monica
Bay Protective League attempted to purge African
Americans from the city’s shoreline by blocking the effort by
the Ocean Frontage Syndicate, an African-American
investment group led by Norman O. Houston and Charles
S. Darden. [The investment group planned to develop] a
resort with beach access at the base of Pico Boulevard.
Local African-American civil rights leaders reflected the
ambivalence of the general black population on the
continued existence of the Inkwell. While [blacks]
appreciated the access to the Pacific Ocean that the beach
represented, they also wanted an end to all efforts to inhibit
their freedom to use all public beaches. Black beachgoers
suffered personal assaults at public beaches north and
south of Santa Monica’s borders. In 1927 legal challenges
by the Los Angeles branch of the National Association for
the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP) were made
when [deceptive methods] of racial restrictions were
attempted at Manhattan Beach, a few miles south of Santa
Monica. As a result of the NAACP’s actions the California
Courts upheld the laws put in place from 1893 to 1923 that
provided blacks the rights to use any beach in the state.

CAAGS Directories will be available in May 2019
FINDING YOUR ROOTS- HENRY LOUIS GATES
Check local listings for season five (Tuesdays on PBS).
SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY
The 50th Birthday Bash is from May 30-June 2, 2019,
four days. We’ll have national, regional and local
speakers, exciting exhibitors and sponsors, and FUN.
Registration has begun. For details go to
www.scgsgenealogy.com.
LUNCH and LEARN at SCGS
417 Irving Drive in Burbank, CA (818-843-7247)
April 13th Brown bag lunch 12 noon-1P.M.
Jane Neff Rollins, Oral Interviewing Tips,1- 2: P.M.
Diane Hendriks, Publishing Family History, 2:15-3:15P.M
May 11th Brown bag lunch 12 noon-1P.M.
Glen Creason, LA Public Library Map Collection, 1-2P.M
George Mouchet, Fam.Hist.Land Records,2:15-3:15P.M.
NATIONAL GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY (NGS) offers
two new courses: African American Roots: A Historical
Perspective and Federal Land Research. Go to
www.ngsgenealogy.org for information.

…Many African Americans continued to return to the
Inkwell for sun and surf recreation into the 1960s. On
February 7, 2008 the City of Santa Monica officially
recognized the “Inkwell” and Nick Gabaldon, the first
documented surfer of African/Mexican American descent,
with a landmark monument at Bay Street and Oceanfront
Walk.

GENEALOGY MAGAZINE
This You Tube series offers advice and tips for the
family historian.

Reference: https/blackpast.org
Posted 10/25/2012, Alison Rose Jefferson, contributor

http://www.genealogymagazine.com/
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New Legislation Seeks to Protect Lost
African-American Burial Grounds
From an article by David Anderson in Forbes:

2019 CALENDAR OF EVENTS

"When new construction projects break ground across the
United States, they regularly encounter archaeological
materials. Those materials can represent the last surviving
trace of the lives lived by the people who made them; and
all too often, those materials turn out to be from cemeteries
and burial grounds used by segregated and enslaved
African-American communities. These cemeteries typically
went undocumented on local and state government maps
and graves were often only marked ephemerally, thus
making these spaces all but invisible in the present day.
"In just the past year, construction projects and
archaeological surveys have encountered numerous
examples of undocumented African-American burial
grounds across the country. Archaeological testing
encountered the remains of a 19th century AfricanAmerican burial ground in Philadelphia; construction
crews in Fort Bend County Texas discovered nearly 100
unmarked graves of Africa-American prison
inmates believed to have been forced to work in sugar
fields long after emancipation was declared; and,
archaeologists working for the Maryland Department of
Transportation uncovered a previously unknown slave
cemetery in Crownsville, Maryland. "The article then goes
on to describe new legislation was proposed in Congress
that could bring some protection to these burial grounds
and potentially lay the foundation to reclaim the missing
pieces of our nation's past.

April 7-13, 2019
Salt Lake City, Utah Research Trip
May 8-11, 2019
National Genealogical Society Conference
St. Charles, MO; www.ngsgenealogy.org
May 30 – June 2, 2019
Jamboree 2019 (50th Birthday Bash)
The Southern California Genealogical Society
www.genealogyjamboree.com
July 9-11, 2019
Midwest African American Genealogy Institute
(MAAGI) Conference; Allen County Public Library
Ft. Wayne, IN; www.maagiinstitute.org
ON-GOING
April 18, 2019 at 7P.M. PST
CAAGS Board Meeting (monthly, 3rd Thursday)
April 19, 2019, 10A.M. (monthly, 3rd Saturday)
CAGGS General Membership Meeting
June 28, 2019
CAAGS Writers Group (monthly, 4th Friday)
10A.M. – noon, A.C. Bilbrew Library
150 East El Segundo Blvd; Los Angeles, CA

The full article may be found at: httRs:lltinyurl.com/y2x9jcsr.
Forbes, February 22, 2019
Newsletter Reporter: Cartelia M. Bryant, Member since 1998

June 22, 2019
CAAGS DNA Interest Group 9:00 A.M.- 12:00 P.M.
LAFHL, 10741 Santa Monica Blvd., Los Angeles
Bring your username and password for your account

------------------------------------------------------------------------------

CAAGS FINANCIAL SUMMARY
Month Ending February 28, 2019

The calendar is subject to change without notice.
Please check our website for current information.
http://www.caags.org/☎ (323) 806-5634

BALANCE as of January 31, 2019….…..………........$15,131.88
INCOME …………………………………..............................2,291.00
DISBURSEMENTS………………………………………….……(.1,627.49)
BALANCE ENDING February 28, 2019……….……...$15,795.39

Christina Ashe, Acting Treasurer
Shirley Hurt, Treasurer
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The Kinsey African American Art & History
Collection: An American Family, Their American
Dream, Our American Story

national arts award; he did so in 1876. Says Bernard , "A
black artist achieving this level of recognition during that
time is almost impossible to imagine. It is one of
countless testaments to the genius and
perseverance of African-Americans.”

Bernard Shirley and Khalil Kinsey are an ordinary family
that has utilized travel to achieve their personal version
of the all-American dream. When Bernard and Shirley
were married at Florida A&M University in 1967, they
aimed to visit 100 countries together. They’ve
accomplished that goal and more, flying millions of miles
with American Airlines in the process. Today, the
Kinseys rely on American to help them share a unique
story with the world.

Through the Kinsey Foundation, both the Florida and
California departments of Education have developed
curriculum utilizing resources from the collection.
"During Black History Month , people normally get the
same limited information year after year , in school
and out," said Shirley Kinsey . "We are sharing a fuller
story of a people that have made marvelous
contributions to this country and the world. AfricanAmerican history is American history, and we are
working to ensure it is taught throughout the year and
with greater context.

The couple began collecting cultural art and artifacts as
memories of their early travels and instilled the same
sense of worldly appreciation in their son Khalil. It was
not until his third-grade family-tree assignment,
however, that they realized that much about their own
heritage was unknown. "I was confused. Most of my
classmates could directly trace their lineage for many
generations. “ We could only trace a few," Khalil said.
"Our roots are cut off due to how families were split up
and sold during slavery."

Newsletter Reporter, Edna Briggs, member since 1994

--------------------------------------------------------------------

FOREVER REMEMBERED
--------HERMAN THOMAS

For more than 40 years, the Kinseys have collected
items that highlight achievements and contributions of
African Americans dating from 1595 to the present.
The collection is comprised of master artworks,
documents, first- edition books, photographs and more .
Today, the Kinsey African American Art & History
Collection, now a family business led by Bernard ,
Shirley and Khalil , who serves as general manager,
tours internationally as an award- winning museum
exhibit. Since 2006 , the Kinsey Collection has visited
26 U.S. cities and is the first private collection to
exhibit at the Smithsonian Institution’s National Museum
of American History, and Walt Disney World Resort's
Epcot. Recently, the collection made its international
debut in Hong Kong, with travel and cargo support
from American. It has been translated into Chinese and
Spanish, nominated for a National Humanities Medal
and has impacted the lives of the 14 million visitors who
have seen it.

Husband of CAAGS member Barbara Thomas, Herman
recently passed. Condolences may be sent to
Barbara Thomas; 531 Willow Street; Oxnard, CA 93033
--------JULIA REED HARE
November 7, 1939- February 25, 2019
Dr. Hare was a motivational lecturer, relationship expert,
author, social commentator and psychologist. She
appeared on television, lectured throughout the country
and authored articles in several magazines and
newspapers (Essence Magazine, The NY Times,
Washington Post, Miami Herald). She and her husband
Nathan Hare established the Black Think Tank in San
Francisco and co-authored the following books: The
Endangered Black Family, Bringing The Black Boy to
Manhood, The Passage, The Miseducation of The Black
Child, Crisis in Black Sexual Politics and How to Find
and Keep a BMW (Black Man Working).

Among a vast array of important objects are paintings by
four 19th-century fine artists, one being Edward
Mitchell Bannister, the first African American to win a

To Unsubscribe, email ljslyons@gmail.com
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Volume 31, Number 5
THE LOS ANGELES FORUM
Founded in 1903 by J.E. Edwards, Jefferson Lewis
Edmunds, and Frederick Roberts, the Los Angeles
Forum served as a civil rights organization dedicated to
addressing black grievances in Los Angeles, California.
Although the organization [faded out] prior to the AfricanAmerican Civil Rights Movement, the activism employed
by Forum members, and similar organizations, set the
stage for future black activism.
Meeting Sundays at 4:30 p.m. at the Odd Fellows Hall in
Los Angeles, the Forum welcomed all members of the
African-American community. In contrast to some black
organizations, the Forum did not charge membership
fees, making the organization accessible to all. In
addition, members appreciated the fact that they elected
board officials, which rendered the organization more
egalitarian than others.
For many, the Forum served as an educational tool.
Each week, Forum officials compiled news clippings
from race papers throughout the U.S. and read them
aloud to attendees, keeping black Angelenos connected
with the communities they left behind for Los Angeles.
Also, the race paper readings exposed African
Americans to the social, political, and economic
transformations throughout the U.S. that impacted their
lives.
Significantly, the Los Angeles Forum was an arena for
African Americans to express both their joys and

Neither the newsletter editor nor CAAGS guarantees publication of any submission. Submissions are due by the
third Saturday of each month.

CAAGS at CAAM

LOS ANGELES FORUM (cont.)
frustrations about local and national issues. Through
discussion, as well as debate, the black community
vocalized numerous structural issues and often devised
strategies for activism. Forum officers sought help from
the Los Angeles Police Department, newspapers, and
churches to tackle problems raised during their Sunday
meetings.
Community service and black progress were key factors
driving the Forum. Raising money for charities, relief
programs, and scholarships are examples of some of the
services the Forum supplied. Forum scholarships helped
send Ruth Temple, the first African-American
woman physician on the West Coast, to medical school.
In addition to supporting local charities throughout Los
Angeles, the Forum raised money to help those affected
by the San Francisco earthquake and Atlanta, Georgia
race riots of 1906.

Front Row (l to r): Ronald Higgins, DorothyLou Sands, Jamesetta
Hammons-Glosson, Lonnie Bunche III, Johann Hassan; Back Row (l to r):
Akosua Hobert-Pierce, Cartelia Marie Bryant, Edna Briggs,
Norma Bates, Renee Cochee.

On Sunday, April 14, CAAGS members attended a
conversation between Lonnie Bunche III, Founding
Director of the Smithsonian National Museum of African
American History and Culture and George O. Davis,
Executive Director of the California African American
Museum. The two discussed CAAM’s history, the
power of civic engagement, the ability of art and
creative expression to transform communities, and the
future of culturally specific institutions. Dr. Bunche also
is one of three CAAGS founders and the founding
curator of CAAM.

Most significantly, the Forum helped bridge the class,
gender, and regional lines that often divided emerging
African-American urban communities. The Los Angeles
Forum continued to serve as the leading AfricanAmerican civil rights organization in Los Angeles and the
black community until it disintegrated in 1942.
Reference: https/blackpast.org
Posted on November 6, 2007 by Casey Nichols

-----------------------------THE INKWELL

Ancestry Announces 94 New and Updated
Communities For People of African
American and Afro-Caribbean Descent

During my first trip to The Inkwell in 1936, my dad drove out
Pico to the beach and parked on Bay street, just east of The
Inkwell. My mother and dad and I walked one block west to
Ocean Front Walk, the north-south walk-way that ran parallel
to the beach. This was the first time I had ever seen the Pacific
Ocean and for a 6 year old it was amazing! Walking hand in
hand with my mom, and seeing all the people, I was so excited
that somewhere along the way I let go of my mom’s hand, but
continued to walk and watch the people. As I walked, I reached
up and grasp what I thought was my mother’s hand and
continued south on the beach. After 3 or 4 minutes I looked up
to tell my mother how great this was, only to find I was holding
the hand of a white man. My mom and dad were nowhere in
sight. Of course I let go of the stranger’s hand. My parents
were nowhere around, so I walked back to Bay St. where my
dad had parked our car. That old Dodge had a broken window
which allowed me to get into dad’s car. After sitting in the car
for about a half hour, I saw my mom and dad and a policeman
coming toward the car; mom was crying! When they got to our
car mom said, “we thought you were lost!” I said, “no, I knew
where I was. You guys were lost!” That’s my “Inkwell” story.

Ancestry now offers an Overview of all Ancestry DNA of
African-American communities from 1925-1950. The
overview covers the exodus of many African Americans
from the South to areas in the North and West, commonly
known as the Great Migration. Aiding in the uniquely
challenging journey of discovery for people of African
heritage, Ancestry released 94 new and updated
AncestryDNA® communities. These new insights use
unique Genetic Communities ™ technology and can
reveal the roles and unique impact one’s ancestors
played in history. Ancestry's unmatched combination of
the world's largest consumer DNA network and millions
of family trees allows its users to see this level of
precision and trace how their ancestors may have moved
overtime.
You can read the full story at: https://ancstry.me/
Newsletter Reporter: Cartelia Marie Brayant, member since 1998

Newsletter Reporter: Ray Marshall, member since 1993
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PLUGGED IN
SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY
The 50th Birthday Bash is from May 30-June 2, 2019, four
days. We’ll have national, regional and local speakers, exciting
exhibitors and sponsors, and FUN.
Registration has begun. For details go to
www.scgsgenealogy.com.

2019 CALENDAR OF EVENTS

VOLUNTEERS ARE NEEDED
for The African American Roundtable
Friday, May 31, 2019, 8:30am-10:30am
and for
CAAGS’ EXHIBIT HALL SPACE
Friday through Sunday
May 31 – June 2, 2019
at noon
Contact: Akosua Hobert-Pierce, Volunteer Coordinator
akosua2009@hotmail.com

May 8-11, 2019
National Genealogical Society Conference
St. Charles, MO; www.ngsgenealogy.org
May 30 – June 2, 2019
Jamboree 2019 (50th Birthday Bash)
The Southern California Genealogical Society
www.genealogyjamboree.com
July 9-11, 2019
Midwest African American Genealogy Institute
(MAAGI) Conference; Allen County Public Library
Ft. Wayne, IN; www.maagiinstitute.org

OPPORTUNITES TO SERVE
We need a Federation of Genealogical Societies (FGS)
Delegate, and Public Relations/Fundraising Chairperson.
Do consider volunteering for one of these positions.

ON-GOING
May 16, 2019 at 7P.M. PST
CAAGS Board Meeting (monthly, 3rd Thursday)

SUPPORT CAAGS
Surprise your family with a new dish from the CAAGS
cookbook (available for a $10 donation).

May 18, 2019, 10A.M. (monthly, 3rd Saturday)
CAGGS General Membership Meeting

CAAGS Directories will be available this month.

June 28, 2019
CAAGS Writers Group (monthly, 4th Friday)
10A.M. – noon, A.C. Bilbrew Library
150 East El Segundo Blvd; Los Angeles, CA

FINDING YOUR ROOTS- HENRY LOUIS GATES
Check local listings for season five (Tuesdays on PBS).
NATIONAL GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY (NGS) offers two
new courses: African American Roots: A Historical Perspective
and Federal Land Research. Go to www.ngsgenealogy.org for
information.

June 22, 2019
CAAGS DNA Interest Group 9:00 A.M.- 12:00 P.M.
LAFHL, 10741 Santa Monica Blvd., Los Angeles
Bring your username and password for your account

GENEALOGY MAGAZINE
This You Tube series offers advice and tips for the
family historian. http://www.genealogymagazine.com/

The calendar is subject to change without notice.
Please check our website for current information.
http://www.caags.org/☎ (323) 806-5634

CAAGS FINANCIAL SUMMARY
Month Ending March 31, 2019

On May 1, 1950, Gwendolyn Brooks was awarded the
Pulitzer Prize. She was the first African American to be
so honored. Brooks received the award for her book of
poems, Annie Allen, an African-American girl’s comingof-age story.

BEGINNING BALANCE….…..………….................................$15,795.39
INCOME …………………………………............................................474.47
DISBURSEMENTS……………………………………………..…….….……1,498.50
ENDING BALANCE……….……………………………………….….….$14,771.36

Christina Ashe, Acting Treasurer
Shirley Hurt, Treasurer

African American Heritage Perpetual Calendar, by Allison J. Keyes, Janus
Abrams, Gloria Blakely, Kimberly Rose
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Homestead Act grants. He went to Louisiana and entered my
relatives’ names. The result was shocking!

Homestead Act of 1862 – Closest Thing to
Reparations, Part I

It showed that my grandfather, Tom Alford, received a land
grant of 160 acres in Bellevue, Louisiana in 1916. More
shocking, my great grandfather, Cicero Alford, received a
similar land grant right next
“door” for 160 acres in 1900. I almost went into shock. We had
320 acres of plush Louisiana farmland and now can account
for only 40 acres. What’s worse is that this land sits in the
middle of the Haynesville Oil Shale. Wow!! What in the world
happened?

Beyond The Rhetoric by Harry C. Alford & Kay Debow

“The Homestead Act of 1862 has been called one of the most
important pieces of Legislation in the history of the United
States. Signed into law in 1862 by Abraham Lincoln after the
secession of southern states, this Act turned over vast
amounts of the public domain to private citizens. Two hundred
and seventy million acres, or 10% of the area of the United
States was claimed and settled under this act.”

I got on the phone and shared this finding to as many relatives
as I could. Before long, we started figuring it out. We will tell
you about it [in the next newsletter].

Blacks, especially freed slaves, were feeling betrayed by the
40 Acres and a Mule promise. However, it was the leadership
of a Black visionary from Mississippi named Blanche Bruce
that brought about a change for Blacks. Bruce became a
Republican senator and his mantra would be for freed Blacks
to take advantage of the new Homestead Act. He encouraged
all Blacks to apply for these new and free land grants. So, it
began in the “new” South. Other Black elected officials
encouraged freed slaves to take advantage of this program.

Website: www.nationalbcc.org. Emails: halford@nationalbcc.org
kdebow@nationalbcc.org.
Newsletter Reporter: DorothyLou Sands, member since 1992
-------------------------------------------------

FOREVER REMEMBERED
KENNETH A. GIBSON
May 15, 1932 - March 29,2019
Kenneth Gibson became the first black mayor of a major Northeastern
city when Newark voters, still recovering from racial rioting three years
earlier, elected him in 1970 to the first of four terms. Low-key and
unflappable, he faced daunting problems in Newark, New Jersey’s
largest city. Gibson acquired federal funds and built or rehabilitated
“thousands of housing units,” the New Jersey Historical Society said.
But the city’s population “continued to drop, while crime and
unemployment remained high,” it said.

We descendants of freed slaves understood that our
grandparents and other relatives living in the South had land.
We just assumed they always had it. It wasn’t until the
beginning of the 21st century that we started understanding
how we got that land. During the late 1990s, the National
Black Chamber of Commerce formed a partnership with the
Department of Interior, Bureau of Land Management. The BLM
was responsible for issuing and managing land grants under
the Homestead Act of 1862.

Gibson was born in Enterprise, AL, the elder of two sons. When a boy,
the family moved to Newark where he attended Central High School.
In 1950, he enrolled in the Newark College of Engineering, but soon
dropped out because of finances. Over the next decade he worked in a
factory, with the highway department, served in the Army, and
graduated from the NJ engineering college in 1962.

At the same time, a family in Lake Charles, Louisiana, asked
the NBCC to help them in a land issue. Their grandfather
received a land grant during the tenure of President Grover
Cleveland. It was no longer in their possession and they
wanted to find out how this happened.

…In a 2005 interview, he spoke of … improving the city’s health
services, leading to reductions in its high rates of tuberculosis, infant
mortality and maternal deaths during childbirth. He also voiced regret
at being unable to “attract major job-producing industries to the city.”

They showed me a copy of the grant or deed with President
Cleveland’s signature. One hundred and sixty acres was once
under their command. They lost it through a forced auction.
Under “French Louisiana Law” when land is co-owned by
relatives and there is a dispute in parceling the land out to
inheritors of it, the court could demand a forced auction to be
bid publicly and the proceeds go to the sellers (inheritors) pro
rata. This is a Secession.

Complete obituary by Joseph P. Fried, NYTimes, March 31, 2019

__________________
DON NEWCOMBE
June 14, 1926 – February 19, 2019
Don Newcombe was the major leagues’ first outstanding black pitcher
and a star for the Brooklyn Dodgers in their glory years, the 1950s. An
imposing right-hander, at 6 feet 4 inches and 225 pounds, with an
overpowering fastball, Newcombe claimed a string of achievements:
National League rookie of the year in 1949; four-time All-Star; the
league’s Most Valuable Player in 1956, when he also won the first Cy
Young Award as baseball’s top pitcher. Moreover, he was the first
black pitcher to start a World Series game.

One of the relatives of the Vincent family was [confined to] a
state prison for murder. Someone convinced him to sell his
inheritance portion of the land. His share was valued at $1,000
as a result of the auction and that made him happy. The rest of
the Vincent family saw their forefather’s estate leave their
possession for a fraction of its worth (secession). Wealthy
white investors showed up at the auction and took it like “I-40
going west.”

While Newcombe was proud of his accomplishments as a pitcher, he
was gratified as well to have played a role in the civil rights struggle by
helping to shatter modern baseball’s racial barrier after the arrival of
the Dodgers’ Jackie Robinson and catcher Roy Campanella. He once
said that the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King told him, “I would never have
made it as successfully as I have in civil rights if it were not for what
you men did on the baseball field.

We went to BLM and asked how the Vincents got this grant in
the first place. One of the managers started smiling. He
replied, “You say your roots are from Louisiana and your family
has significant land. Is that correct?” I replied, “Yes and what
does that have to do with it?” He then asked for the names of
my grandfathers and great grandfathers. He took that
information and went to a BLM website. It was a directory of all

Newcombe had a career record of 149-90 with a 3.56 earned run
average in 10 seasons with the Brooklyn and Los Angeles Dodgers,
Cincinnati Reds and Cleveland Indians, missing two years of play
because of military service.
Complete obituary by Richard Goldstein, NYTimes, Feb. 19, 2019
TO UNSUBSCRIBE, email ljslyons@gmail.com
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FIRST AFRICAN METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH
LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA (1872- )
The First African Methodist Episcopal (FAME) Church is
today the oldest and one of the largest African-American
congregations in Los Angeles, California. It was founded in
1872 by Bridget (Biddy) Mason who arrived as a slave in
Los Angeles with her owner in 1856. Since California was
a free state, Mason, with the help of both black and
white abolitionists, successfully sued in court to win her
freedom.

2019 Board of Directors
Elected Officers
Cartelia Marie Bryant– President
Ron Batiste– First Vice President
Norma Bates – Second Vice President/Membership
Ronald Fairley – Corresponding Secretary
Christina Ashe– Recording Secretary
Shirley Hurt – Treasurer
Charles Hurt – Parliamentarian
Committee Chairs/Appointed Officers
Peggy Powell – Books and Acquisitions
Open – Public Relations/Fundraising
Bettye Whitson – Librarian
Edna Briggs - Historian
Lanetta Lyons – Newsletter Editor
Open – FGS Delegate
Akosua Hobert – Volunteer Chairman
Website – http://www.caags.org/☎ (323) 806-5634

FAME CHOIR (public domain)

Neither the newsletter editor nor CAAGS guarantees publication of any submission. Submissions are due by the
third Saturday of each month.

PLUGGED IN

FAME EPISCOPAL CHURCH (cont.)
In 1872, Mason organized the first FAME meeting in her
own home, which twelve other people attended. The
congregation remained very small and their meetings were
held [alternately] in the members’ homes. During the
1880s, as migration of both blacks and whites to Los
Angeles increased, FAME Church became more popular,
particularly among [affluent] blacks. The first permanent
church building was established in 1903 on Eighth and
Tome in the African-American business district. The gothicstyle church became a community landmark.

CAAGS will share a table at the Jamboree with Megan Lee
who oversees the Lee Collection of Roots (scripts, rewrites,
awards, set photos, correspondence…. Megan’s father wrote eight
of the 12 hours of the mini-series, Roots.
VOULUNTEERS are NEEDED for:
*The Southern California Genealogical Society 50th
Jamboree Birthday Bash (May 30th – June 2nd)
and
*Heritage Day at the California African American Museum
on August 3rd (10:30A – 4:00P) when community members
share family stories and CAAGs members help with the
Mobile Memory Laboratory.
To volunteer, contact Akosua at akosua2009@hotmail.com

Trouble faced FAME Church in 1915, when the popular
Reverend Napoleon P. Greggs was removed by an AME
Bishop, outraging many church members. Several left the
church to form the Independent Church of Christ (later
People’s Independent Church) with Greggs as minister.
This schism destabilized the church, but through the
leadership of senior minister, Reverend J. Logan Craw,
FAME quickly gained strength again as well as its
prominence in the black community.

THANK YOU Inventory volunteers for your hard work: Marie
Bryant, Frankye Charles, Carolyn Connor, Carolyn Conway,
Lulle Denson, Asilah El Amin, Ron Fairley, Linda Frierson,
Ron Higgins, Akosua Hobert, Jimmy Murray,
Charlotte Forte’ Parnell, Peggy Power and Odessa Yocum.
THANKS to Collette DeVerge’ for organizing the 2019 Salt
Lake City, Utah trip.

By the 1960s the area around the church became industrial
and commercial, so relocation was sought. In 1969 the
church moved to 2270 South Harvard Boulevard in
Southwest Los Angeles where it remains today.

CAAGS introduces The GENEALOGY NOTEBOOK
to keep your research in pristine condition for you, your family and
the future. The cover is UV protected and embossed with the
CAAGS logo. Inside is a large pedigree chart (11” x 16”) and 80
pages awaiting your findings. This coil-bound treasure is available
with a donation of $12.50 by members and $15.00 by
nonmembers.

The number of active members remained under 200 until
the arrival of former Seattle, Washington pastor Reverend
Cecil L. Murray in 1977. Under his leadership, which
lasted until his retirement in 2004, FAME was
transformed. The membership grew to 18,000 and a
greater emphasis was put on social welfare.

OPPORTUNITES TO SERVE
We need a Federation of Genealogical Societies (FGS) delegate,
and Public Relations/Fundraising Chairperson.
Do consider volunteering for one of these positions.

FAME Church [has] always been involved in the
community, especially in…civil rights. During the late
1800s, FAME members became outraged by
school segregation in Los Angeles. M. Horatius Martinez, a
local attorney, went to court with the support of FAME
Church members and won a legal decision that integrated
local schools. In the 1960s, during the height of the Civil
Rights Movement, the senior minister at FAME,
Reverend H. Hartford Brookins, urged the members to
become more involved. Through the support of FAME
Church, Tom Bradley, a prominent church member,
became mayor of Los Angeles in 1973.

SUPPORT CAAGS
Surprise your family with a new dish from the CAAGS cookbook
(available for a $10 donation).
FINDING YOUR ROOTS- HENRY LOUIS GATES
Check local listings for showings.
NATIONAL GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY (NGS) offers two new
courses: African American Roots: A Historical Perspective and
Federal Land Research. Go to www.ngsgenealogy.org for information.
GENEALOGY MAGAZINE
This You Tube series offers advice and tips for the
family historian. http://www.genealogymagazine.com/

FAME Church continues it work in social welfare. The
church spends over $2 million annually to support over 40
community programs, including housing and food for the
homeless, legal assistance, and youth programs.

CAAGS FINANCIAL SUMMARY
Month Ending April 30, 2019
BEGINNING BALANCE….…..……...............................$14,521.36
INCOME…………………………...........................................417.00
DISBURSEMENTS………………………..…….….…….....2,887.56
DESIGNATED FUNDS……………………………………...…131.22
ENDING BALANCE…………………………….….……...$12,050.70
Shirley Hurt, Treasurer

Reference: https/blackpast.org
Posted on May 31, 2011 by Kelly Trsek

2
Visit us at www.caags.org and follow us on Facebook, California African American Genealogical Society

Homestead Act of 1862 – Closest Thing to
Reparations, Part II

case they were completely illiterate and at the “mercy” of
third-party participants like old man Roos.

Beyond The Rhetoric by Harry C. Alford & Kay Debow

[In the last newsletter]… we discovered that my grandfather
[Tom Alford] and great grandfather [Cicero Alford] were
recipients of a land grant (360 acres for two grants) located
in Bellevue, Louisiana. It was shocking news, and we could
find no one in the family who knew about this. All they knew
was that grandpa left 40 acres – not the 160 acres that he
received from the Homestead Act grant. Great grandpa
Cicero had land, 160 acres from a Homestead Act grant, at
the time of his death, but that got steered away from our
family. In fact, if we had not found this out through our
research, no one would have known the difference.

Tracking the land awarded to great grandfather Cicero
Alford was more mysterious. This is how it was verbally told
to us. Cicero Alford was born in Noonan, Georgia on the
Alford plantation. …Plantation owner James Alford [then]
moved his plantation to Alabama, just across the Georgia
state line. Soon after, he moved to Bossier Parish,
Louisiana. As he aged, it is rumored that he decided to
protect a portion of his biological grandchildren who were
results of his affair with his female slave, Paulina. So, he
“married” Paulina to Cicero. Soon after, Cicero was
awarded that 160 acres homestead grant.

[Since] these Homestead Act land grants were issued in
160 acre “chunks,” smart people would make applications
in succession, tying 160 acres to a previously awarded
grant, and do that repeatedly. That’s how many of the newly
arrived immigrants from Europe…became great farmers
owning square miles of land to farm on and become
wealthy out West or down South…. Black recipients (freed
slaves and their descendants) were not…allowed that
opportunity. There were exceptions, but they were few and
far between.

We guess it became quite clear that any inheritance… was
destined for Paulina’s children only, mulattos …[sired by
James Alford]. …This was common in the Jim Crow
South….and exposing such a scheme would surely cost
someone his or her life.
What is [particularly] curious is that Paulina’s grave lies in
our [black] family plot, but it is kind of isolated from the rest
of our deceased relatives…and none of her children are
buried there. [So we question]…Did they pass…for whites
and where are they?

Our curiosity took us to the Bossier Parish (Louisiana)
courthouse which kept all land records. These southern
courthouses…tell the true story about land transactions.
You…can dig up some dirt or trickery about land ownership.
That’s why so many of the small courthouses…were totally
damaged through mysterious fires. One of the most
notorious cases was the fire of 1890 in the Bureau of
Archives where so many census records were destroyed.
These fires just did not “happen” on their own.

We found the formal will of James Alford at the courthouse.
There is no mention of his children from Paulina. However,
there is a very successful lumber company in Bossier
Parish and sometimes [I] play with the idea of matching my
DNA with the owners of Alford Lumber Co., who are white.
Are they cousins? Who knows?
The fact is that many descendants of slaves participated in
this Homestead Act of 1862. It appears [however] that the
enormous amount of land transferred to black ownership
did not prosper or flourish amongst the generations
thereafter, like those of white recipients.

It was easy to track grandfather Tom Alford’s land grant.
Almost immediately, (like a few months) after he was
awarded his 160 acres, he began to sell portions of it.
Twenty acres, 25 acres or so at a time. Before long he was
left with just 40 acres. It was more than coincidental that
the person who helped our grandfather with the Homestead
Act application was a realtor named Mr. Roos. We went to
the curator and sought her advice on this guy.

[In the next newsletter] let’s wrap this up with examples of
how piece by piece newly won land went into white
ownership and the benefits to blacks were mostly short
lived.
Website: www.nationalbcc.org. Emails: halford@nationalbcc.org
kdebow@nationalbcc.org.
Newsletter Reporter: DorothyLou Sands, member since 1992

She claimed, “old man Roos is everywhere in these
transactions.” As we continued our search, it became clear
that Mr. Roos was making a career of helping freed slaves
get Homestead Act land grants and start immediately
selling parcels of that awarded land to white people. It was
kind of a pass through. The outreach that was intended
through this Homestead Act was for freed slaves and newly
arrived immigrants or settlers. That became a “borrowed
event” for the black applicants. Like our forefathers, in this

_________
CAAGS’ FIRST RESEARCH TRIP TO SLC
14 participants boarded Amtrak in Los Angeles on October 16,
1993 to attend CAAGS’ first research tour to the Salt Lake City
Family Search Library.
From the CAAGS Archives, Courtesy of historian Edna Briggs
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Passengers on the Underground Railroad had their own
terminology which they used for safety:
Agent- one who aided fleeing slaves
Baggage, Package- escaping slaves
Conductors- those who guided slaves to freedom
Drinking Gourd- the Big Dipper
Soldier- fugitive slave
Stationmaster- owner of a “station” or safe house
Stockholder- abolitionist sympathizer providing food or clothing
Terminal- final destination
Tracks- backcountry trails
Trains – carriages and wagons

2019 CALENDAR OF EVENTS
May 8-11, 2019
National Genealogical Society Conference
St. Charles, MO; www.ngsgenealogy.org

African American Heritage Perpetual Calendar, by Allison J. Keyes, Janus
Abrams, Gloria Blakely, Kimberly Rose, July14,26

May 30 – June 2, 2019
Jamboree 2019 (50th Birthday Bash)
The Southern California Genealogical Society
www.genealogyjamboree.com

--------------------FOREVER REMEMBERED
Norma Miller
December 2, 1919 - May 5, 2019
Known as The Queen of Swing, Norma Adele Miller was a dancer,
choreographer, actress, author, and comedian. Miller was the last
surviving member of Whitey’s Lindy Hoppers, the most famous
professional Lindy Hop group of the early years of the dance.
Even though her mother struggled to pay the rent, Norma was
enrolled in dance classes from a very young age. At the age of 5,
she was performing at amateur nights in theaters. She said,
"Black girls didn't have many outlets. You had laundry. You had
hairdresser or teacher. Now, I didn't qualify for none of those. I
could dance, I just could…do it naturally.”

July 9-11, 2019
Midwest African American Genealogy Institute
(MAAGI) Conference; Allen County Public Library
Ft. Wayne, IN; www.maagiinstitute.org
ON-GOING
May 16, 2019 at 7P.M. PST
CAAGS Board Meeting (monthly, 3rd Thursday)
May 18, 2019, 10A.M. (monthly, 3rd Saturday)
CAGGS General Membership Meeting

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Norma_Miller

June 28, 2019
CAAGS Writers Group (monthly, 4th Friday)
10A.M. – noon, A.C. Bilbrew Library
150 East El Segundo Blvd; Los Angeles, CA

---------------Frank Robinson
August 21, 1935- February 7, 2019
The first black manager in Major League Baseball, he was the only player
to win the MVP in both leagues. Robinson hit 586 home runs; he was
fourth on the career list behind only Hank Aaron, Babe Ruth and
Willie Mays when he retired, and now ranks 10th. He won the Triple
Crown while leading the Orioles to their first World Series
championship in 1966. An All-Star outfielder in 12 seasons and a
first-ballot selection to Cooperstown, Robinson also was a Rookie
of the Year and picked up a Gold Glove. For all he did on and off
the field, Robinson was presented the Presidential Medal of
Freedom by George W. Bush in 2005. Associated Press, Feb 7, 2019

June 22, 2019
CAAGS DNA Interest Group 9:00 A.M.- 12:00 P.M.
LAFHL, 10741 Santa Monica Blvd., Los Angeles
Bring your username and password for your account
The calendar is subject to change without notice.
Please check our website for current information.
http://www.caags.org/☎ (323) 806-5634

-------------John Daniel Singleton
January 6, 1968-April 29, 2019
A film director, screenwriter, and producer, he was best known for
directing Boyz n the Hood (1991), for which he was nominated for
the Academy Award Best Director. At age 24, he was the first
African America and youngest person to have ever been
nominated for that award. Singleton was a native of South Los
Angeles, and many of his films, such as Poetic Justice
(1993), Higher Learning (1995), and Baby Boy (2001) had themes
[based on his knowledge of growing up in South L.A.]. He also
directed the drama Rosewood (1997) and the action films Shaft
(2000), 2 Fast 2 Furious, (2003) and Four Brothers (2005).

African American Heritage Perpetual Calendar, by Allison J. Keyes, Janus
Abrams, Gloria Blakely, Kimberly Rose

UNDERGROUND RAILROAD NOTES
Harriet Tubman was known as the greatest Underground Railroad
conductor of them all. “Moses,” as she was called, led more than
200 people to freedom. She also served as a Union scout and
was the first American woman to lead troops in battle. Unable to
read or write, she dictated her memoirs and published Scenes in
the Life of Harriet Tubman in 1869. With proceeds from the book,
she purchased and sustained her home for post-Civil War
refugees in upstate New York.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Singleton

TO UNSUBSCRIBE, email ljslyons@gmail.com
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Volume 31, Number 7
MILDRED MARIE WALLACE
THE MIGRATION TO LOS ANGELES
It was Thursday night September 5, 1957. Affer
months of preparation and spending the last
week saying goodbye to friends and relatives,
Mildred Marie Wallace Moncrief, age 36, with the
help of her close friend, MaryLou Beverly
Thompson, the wife of Dr. G.W. Thompson,
packed her baby blue 1955 Rocket 88
Oldsmobile. Dr. Thompson was Mildred's first
cousin and had assisted in the delivery of all five
of her children. She placed as much as she
could on the back seat, then placed the mattress
from the baby bed on top of this to make seating
for her five children. This would also serve as a
bed during the three day trip from Texarkana,
Texas to Los Angeles, California where she would
reunite with her husband of twenty years,
Augustus Zenephon Moncrief.
The plan was to meet him in Yuma, Arizona on
Sunday, spend the night with friends, then drive to
Los Angeles on Monday, Labor Day, since he had
the day off. Moncrief had started a job with L.A.
Unified School District some months earlier. In the
car was Colette Yvonne (age 9), Barbara Denise
(age 5), Gus Jr. (age 3), Byron Thomas (age 2)
and Millicent Alisa (2-1/2 months).

Neither the newsletter editor nor CAAGS guarantees publication of any submission. Submissions are due by the
third Saturday of each month.

Ancestry Announces 94 New and Updated
Communities For People of AfricanAmerican and Afro-Caribbean Descent
Ancestry now offers an Overview of all Ancestry DNA of
African-American communities from 1925-1950.
The overview covers the exodus of many African
Americans from the South to areas in the North and
West, commonly known as the Great Migration. Aiding in
the uniquely challenging journey of discovery for
people of African heritage, Ancestry released 94 new
and updated AncestryDNA® communities. These new
insights use unique Genetic Communities ™ technology
and can reveal the roles and unique impact ancestors
played in history. Ancestry's unmatched combination of
the world's largest consumer DNA network and millions
of family trees allows its customers to see this level of
precision and trace how their ancestors may have
moved overtime. You can read the full story at:
https://ancstry.me/2Xb2nmu.

MILDRED MARIE WALLACE (cont.)
We stopped for the night at a Motel in Midland,
Texas. I am sure this stop was well planned, but I
did not like the room we were given. It was big
with everything in one room- stove, refrigerator,
table and chairs, and two beds. It was scary to me.
I don't know why. I asked mother if we could leave
and go someplace different. She explained to me
that would be impossible and she had already paid
for the night. Impossible?... I was nine years old
and didn't know or understand that we as black
people could not just stop where we wanted.
Now, looking back I am sure this motel was
suggested in the Green Book.
Packed in the car and trunk were all of our clothing,
some toys, Mildred's china, her Singer sewing
machine, two end tables, a hassock bar, pots and
pans, baking items, linens, personal items, photos,
and the family bible, which was taken weekly to
Hopewell CME church. Since she was a
beautician, all of her hairdressing items had been
packed, including a chair and hair dryer that had
been taken apart. Upon arrival, she planned to
immediately set up shop.

SLAVE VOYAGES
The Trans-Atlantic and Intra-American slave trade
databases are the culmination of several decades of
independent and collaborative research by scholars
drawing upon data in libraries and archives around the
Atlantic world. The new Voyages website is the product
of three years of development by a multi-disciplinary
team of historians, librarians, curriculum specialists,
cartographers, computer programmers, and web
designers, in consultation with scholars of the slave
trade from universities in Europe, Africa, South America,
and North America. The National Endowment for the
Humanities was the principal sponsor of this work
carried out at Emory Center for Digital Scholarship, the
University of California at Irvine, and the University of
California at Santa Cruz. The Hutchins Center of
Harvard University has also provided support.

This trip took the family through Texas: Dallas,
Abilene, Big Spring, Midland (where we spent
the night), Odessa, Van Horn, and El Paso. We
then drove through Las Cruses and Lordsburg,
New Mexico. After Benson, Arizona, we stayed
in Tucson the second night. After Eloy, Casa
Grande and Gila Bend, we finally arrived in Yuma
where Mildred met Moncrief. Later that evening,
on Monday, September 9, 1957, the family of
seven arrived in Los Angeles. It was California
Admission Day.

https://slavevoyages.org/about/about

MERGER OF FGS AND NGS
At their national conference in Washington, D.C., the
Federation of Genealogical Societies announced an
intent to merge with the National Genealogical Society.
The merger will enhance support of societies, strengthen
them, and help them adapt and thrive in a technologydriven, volunteer-challenged environment. Plans are still
in place for the FGS annual conference in Kansas City,
MO in 2020. Beginning in 2021, the combined
organization will hold one conference.

It would not be until years later that I would
realize and appreciate that I and my family were
part of the great migration that took place from
1913–1970. Thanks goes to my mother for
having the will to leave family and friends to
make a better life for our family. 2 May 2019.
Colette Yvonne Moncrief DeVerge- CAAGS Member since
1991, also a Writers Group member

https://www.ngsgenealogy.org
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PLUGGED IN
SEPTEMBER MEETING (Show N Tell)
Bring your laptops. Indexing is the subject of the intermediate
class.

Homestead Act of 1862 – Closest Thing to
Reparations, Part III
Beyond The Rhetoric by Harry C. Alford & Kay Debow

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
- We need volunteers to teach beginner and intermediate classes.
- Volunteers are needed for the Family Heritage Center on
Thursdays or another day.
- Also, volunteers are needed at Lincoln Memorial Church at
4146 Arlington Ave. for the R C Ola Brown Family Weekend on
October 26, 2019 from 10A.M. to 2P.M. (1940s and 50s theme).

Down South, you must be vigilant to keep your property
from being taken away. For example, there is a process
known as “Adverse Possession.” Adverse possession is a
method of acquiring title to real property by possession….
It is governed by statute concerning the title to real property
(land and the fixed structures built upon it).

CAAGS INTRODUCES THE GENEALOGY NOTEBOOK
to keep your research in pristine condition for you, your family and
the future. The cover is UV protected and embossed with the
CAAGS logo. Inside are a large pedigree chart (11” x 16”) and 80
pages awaiting your findings. This coil-bound treasure is available
with a donation of $12.50 by members and $15.00 by
nonmembers.

[My] grandmother, Fannie Watkins Alford, had acquired
property in Stephens, Arkansas. One year she mailed
payment for property taxes on the land and the tax collector
(sheriff) sent the payment back, as someone had already
paid for it. This is a danger sign. If someone pays property
taxes on your land for three consecutive years (in most
states), they will have rights to ownership. I found a copy of
the letter my grandmother sent to the sheriff demanding he
take her payment and send the other person’s money back.
She won that fight. Years later, my father bought the land
from my grandmother. We drove up to look at it one day
and found someone building a home on the property. My
father went to court and the judge made the trespasser pay
my father fair market value for the property. You just must
be vigilant if you are Black and own property in America.

SUPPORT CAAGS
Surprise your family with a new dish from the CAAGS cookbook
(available for a $10 donation).
ELECTIONS
According to our by-laws, the next election should be for First
Vice-President, Recording Secretary and Treasurer.
THANK YOU Inventory volunteers for your hard work: Marie
Bryant, Frankye Charles, Carolyn Connor, Carolyn Conway,
Lulle Denson, Asilah El Amin, Ron Fairley, Linda Frierson,
Ron Higgins, Akosua Hobert, Jimmy Murray,
Charlotte Forte’ Parnell, Peggy Power and Odessa Yocum.

Too many Blacks have squandered their rights to land. We
call it “Disrespectful Inheritance.” There are more than a
few cases of people … [who] have little regard for family
land. When a relative dies and the land is willed to them,
they…quickly cash it in and ignore the possibility of
investment or turning it over to their heirs. There are more
than a few cases of a family member dying and leaving
good property for their heirs. The heirs without evaluating
the value will call a local realtor to sell the property
immediately. In northwestern Louisiana it was not
unpopular for an heir to fly in, meet the realtor at the airport;
sign the papers; receive the check and fly right back out.
Then, he would go to the nearest Mercedes
Benz dealership and instantly spend all of the money. What
a waste.

HOLIDAY CELEBRATION
We are accepting suggestions for the location of the Christmas
celebration.
FINDING YOUR ROOTS- HENRY LOUIS GATES
Check local listings for showings.
NATIONAL GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY (NGS) offers two new
courses: African American Roots: A Historical Perspective and
Federal Land Research. Go to www.ngsgenealogy.org for information.
GENEALOGY MAGAZINE
This You Tube series offers advice and tips for the
family historian. http://www.genealogymagazine.com/

In sum, we believe that we had our chance at reparations
through the Homestead Act of 1962. No one in this nation is
going to agree to reparations for descendants of slaves.
[So] Let’s move on.

CAAGS FINANCIAL SUMMARY
Month Ending July 31, 2019
BEGINNING BALANCE….…..……...............................$10,426.17
INCOME…………………………....................................................0
DISBURSEMENTS………………………..…….….……........501.43
DESIGNATED FUNDS……………………………………...…131.22

Harry C. Alford is the co-founder, president/CEO of the National Black
Chamber of Commerce. Kay DeBow is the co-founder, executive vice
president of the Chamber. Website: www.nationalbcc.org Emails:
halford@nationalbcc.org kdebow@nationalbcc.org
Website: www.nationalbcc.org. Emails: halford@nationalbcc.org
kdebow@nationalbcc.org.

ENDING BALANCE…………………………….….…….....$9,924.74
Shirley Hurt, Treasurer

Newsletter Reporter: DorothyLou Sands, member since 1992
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--------------FOREVER REMEMBERED
Jason Lamar Hill
October 13, 1976 – July 25, 2019
Jason Hill was a native of Los Angeles and worked as a
power equipment operator for Los Angeles County
Public Works. The beloved husband of CAAGS member,
Corinne Hill, he occasionally accompanied her to
meetings. A member of Solid Rock Baptist Church, he
also was a deacon, choir member, and on the Solace
Committee (a group that assists members when there is
a death). He was a wonderful husband and a karaoke
devotee, reminisces Corinne. Also, Corinne expresses
her deepest gratitude for the support of CAAGS
members during this difficult time.

2019 - 2020 CALENDAR OF EVENTS
October 10 - 12, 2019
Afro-American Historical & Genealogical Society
Washington, D.C.; https://www.aahgs.org
May 20 - 23, 2020
National Genealogical Society Conference
Salt Lake City, Utah; www.ngsgenealogy.org
July 7 - 9, 2020
Midwest African American Genealogy Institute
(MAAGI) Conference; Allen County Public Library
Ft. Wayne, IN; www.maagiinstitute.org

------------------------------------------------------

Toni Morrison
February 18, 1931 – August 5, 2019

Southern California Genealogical Society
Offers many webinars and user group meetings
https://www.scgsgenealogy.com

American novelist, essayist, editor, teacher, and professor
emeritus at Princeton University, Chloe Ardelia “Toni”
Wofford was the second of four children in a working-class,
African-American family. Born in Lorain, Ohio, her parents
instilled in her a sense of heritage and language through
telling traditional African-American folktales and ghost
stories and singing songs.

ON-GOING
September 19, 2019 at 7P.M. PST
CAAGS Board Meeting (monthly, 3rd Thursday)

Morrison graduated from Howard University in 1953 and
completed graduate school at Cornell University. She later
taught English at Howard University and also married
Harold Morrison, an architect, and had two children. In the
late 1960s, she became the first black female editor in
fiction at Random House in New York City. In that capacity,
she played a vital role in bringing black literature into the
mainstream.

September 21, 2019 at 10A.M. (monthly, 3rd Saturday)
CAGGS General Membership Meeting
September 27, 2019
CAAGS Writers Group (monthly, 4th Friday)
10A.M. – noon, A.C. Bilbrew Library
150 East El Segundo Blvd; Los Angeles, CA

Her first novel, The Bluest Eye, was published in 1970. The
critically acclaimed Song of Solomon (1977) brought her
national attention and won the National Book Critics Circle
Award. In 1988, she won the Pulitzer Prize and the
American Book Award for Beloved (1987). Morrison was
awarded the Nobel Prize in Literature in 1993 and received
several other prestigious awards, including the Presidential
Medal of Freedom, presented by President Obama.

February 22, 2020
CAAGS DNA Interest Group 9:00 A.M.- 12:00 P.M.
LAFHL, 10741 Santa Monica Blvd., Los Angeles
Bring your username and password for your account

The calendar is subject to change without notice.
Please check our website for current information.
http://www.caags.org/☎ (323) 806-5634

Toni Morrison will be forever remembered as we continue
discovering the rich literary treasure she bequeathed us.
Reference: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Toni_Morrison

TO UNSUBSCRIBE, email ljslyons@gmail.com
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California African American Genealogical Society
P.O. Box 8442
Los Angeles, CA 90008-0442
General Membership Meetings
Third Saturday monthly,10:00a.m. (dark July & August)
LDS Church, 10625 S. San Pedro, Los Angeles, CA
2019 Board of Directors
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Cartelia Marie Bryant– President
Ron Batiste– First Vice President
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Christina Ashe– Recording Secretary
Shirley Hurt – Treasurer
Charles Hurt – Parliamentarian
Committee Chairs/Appointed Officers
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Edna Briggs - Historian
Lanetta Lyons – Newsletter Editor
James Murray – FGS Delegate
Akosua Hobert – Volunteer Chairman
Website – http://www.caags.org/☎ (323) 806-5634

Image Ownership: Public Domain

Miriam Matthews was the first African-American librarian in the
Los Angeles Public Library system. There she was
instrumental in preserving the history and cultural heritage of
black Angelenos. Hired in 1927, she served in the library until
her retirement in 1960.
Born in Pensacola, Florida, her family moved to Los Angeles
when she was two years old. She earned her B.A. degree

Neither the newsletter editor nor CAAGS guarantees publication of any submission. Submissions are due by the
third Saturday of each month.

MIRIAM MATTHEWS (cont.)

PLUGGED IN

and librarianship certificate from the University of California,
Berkeley, in 1926 and 1927, and her master’s degree in library
science from the University of Chicago in 1945.

CAAGS member are encouraged to attend the Torrance Family
History Center On October 19th from 1:00 to 4:00p.m.to celebrate
30 years of service. The Center is at 22605 Kent Street in
Torrance. If you have questions or a memory to share, contact the
staff at 310-791-6256 or at FamilyHistoryCenter@gmail.com.

In 1927, Matthews was appointed to the Los Angeles Public
Library system, the first black professional librarian to be hired
by the city. She served as a branch librarian until 1949, when
she became a regional librarian and served on numerous
administrative committees. In addition to her professional work,
Matthews was heavily involved in progressive and communityoriented civic life in Los Angeles, active in various civil rights,
youth relations, education, history, and art organizations. From
1946 to 1948, she served as chair of the Committee for
Intellectual Freedom for the California Library Association.

CAAGS Volunteers are needed for the Community Festival
hosted by Lincoln Memorial Congregational United Church of Christ
and Amazing Grace Conservatory on October 26, 2019 from
10:00a.m.– 2:00p.m. at 4126 Arlington Avenue in Los Angeles.
The October CAAGS meeting includes a presentation by Elise
Woodson and Lori Williams titled “The Community Writers Group
of Los Angeles (CWGLA) – The Power of Personal Narrative.”
CWGLA will share its mission, techniques of writing personal
narratives, and examples from Snapshots.

Matthews, often called the “dean of Los Angeles black history,”
also used her professional skills and position in the community
to draw attention to the contribution of African Americans and
other people of color to California history. As early as 1940 she
was gathering primary source material and publishing articles
on early black history in California. Matthews was instrumental
in initiating what was then called “Negro History Week” in Los
Angeles in the 1950s. During Los Angeles’ Bicentennial
celebration in 1981, Matthews successfully proposed and
fought for the erection of a memorial honoring the multiethnic
founders of the city.

The November CAAGS meeting will feature two extraordinary
speakers. Jessie McClennan will speak on the military and

Dalena Sanderson-Hunter, UCLA librarian/ archivist for Los
Angeles Communities and Cultures special collections will
speak on how to store/preserve archival materials.
Carolyn Conway, election committee chair, reminds members of
the upcoming November elections.
FamilySearch has formed an African Heritage team focused
solely on helping people of African Descent around the world
discover and connect with their homeland. You can opt-in to the
“new” quarterly African Heritage email newsletter at FamilySearch
African Heritage Quarterly Email Opt-In. Your personal information
will not be shared or sold. Do invite others to opt-in.

Because of her work, Matthews received numerous awards
from the California Historical Society, the Los Angeles City
Council, and media organizations, in addition to a 1984 United
States House of Representatives Award. Perhaps her most
lasting contribution was her research into African-American
history in California. Over her lifetime, Matthews created an
archive of books, documents, photographs, and art
documenting African-American life in California from 1781
through the early 2000s. Many items for her collection were
donated to museums or African-American library
archives. The Miriam Matthews collections of photographs and
documents at both the Los Angeles Public Library and the
African American Museum and Library in Oakland reflect her
lifelong work and achievement.

CAAGS INTRODUCES THE GENEALOGY NOTEBOOK to keep
your research in pristine condition for you, your family and the
future. The cover is UV protected and embossed with the CAAGS
logo. Inside are a large pedigree chart (11” x 16”) and 80 pages
awaiting your findings. This coil-bound treasure is available with a
donation of $12.50 by members and $15.00 by nonmembers.
SUPPORT CAAGS
Can’t decide what to cook, try a recipe from the CAAGS cookbook
(available for a $10 donation).

Miriam Matthews died in Mercer Island, Washington on June
23, 2003, at the age of 97.

HOLIDAY CELEBRATION
We are accepting suggestions for the Christmas celebration
(location, games, food).

Contributed by Jessie Kindig, posted Dec.16, 2007
https://www.blackpast.org/african-american-hisorty/matthews-miriam-19052003/

FINDING YOUR ROOTS- HENRY LOUIS GATES
Season 6 premieres on October 8, 2019 at 8:00p.m. ET on PBS.
Check local listings for showings.

CAAGS FINANCIAL SUMMARY
Month Ending August 31, 2019

NATIONAL GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY (NGS) offers two new
courses: African American Roots: A Historical Perspective and
Federal Land Research. Go to http://www.ngsgenealogy.org/for
information.

BEGINNING BALANCE….…..…….................................$9,924.74
INCOME………………………….............................................30.00
DISBURSEMENTS………………………..…….….…….................0
DESIGNATED FUNDS……………………………………...…131.22

GENEALOGY MAGAZINE
This You Tube series offers advice and tips for the family historian.
http://www.genealogymagazine.com/

ENDING BALANCE…………………………….….…….....$9,954.74
Shirley Hurt, Treasurer
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Family Sells All Their Belongings To Travel The World
After DNA Test Shows Heritage From 32 Different Nations
(PA Real Life/Coll

2019 - 2020 CALENDAR OF EVENTS
October 10 - 12, 2019
Afro-American Historical & Genealogical Society
Washington, D.C.; https://www.aahgs.org
May 20 - 23, 2020
National Genealogical Society Conference
Salt Lake City, Utah; www.ngsgenealogy.org
July 7 - 9, 2020
Midwest African American Genealogy Institute
(MAAGI) Conference; Allen County Public Library
Ft. Wayne, IN; www.maagiinstitute.org
Southern California Genealogical Society
Offers many webinars and user group meetings
https://www.scgsgenealogy.com
ON-GOING
October 17, 2019 at 7:00p.m. PST
CAAGS Board Meeting (monthly, 3rd Thursday)

The Andersons celebrating their Scottish heritage (PA Real Life/Collect)
(Image permission requested and under consideration)
II

A couple, who discovered from specialist ancestry DNA tests
that their heritage hails from 32 different nations, sold their
belongings to fund a global pilgrimage. The family is visiting
everywhere they have roots.

October 19, 2019 at 10:00a.m. (monthly, 3rd Saturday)
CAGGS General Membership Meeting
LDS Church of Jesus Christ
10623 South San Pedro; Los Angeles, CA 90003

In December 2016, after tracking his recent ancestors' birth
and death certificates, Ike Anderson set off with his wife,
Natalee, and their three children, Jasmine (12), Kaylee (11),
and Layton (7) from their home in West Palm Beach, Florida
on their ambitious journey. Ike runs a marketing business with
Natalee, whom he met in the [U.S.]. Ike was intrigued to find
out more about his roots, after moving from Jamaica to the
USA when he was 16. [He states]: “I wanted to know why I
was here and where I am going. If you don't know where you're
from, you have no idea what's next."

Writers Group
Next Meeting TBD
10a.m.– noon, A.C. Bilbrew Library
150 East El Segundo Blvd; Los Angeles, CA
February 22, 2020
CAAGS DNA Interest Group 9:00a.m.- 12:00p.m.
LAFHL, 10741 Santa Monica Blvd., Los Angeles
Bring your username and password for your account

[Ike further stated], “I see this journey as a quest to find out
who we are, and what we can leave behind. I was thinking to
myself one day, 'What legacy do I have? What will I leave for
my children?” “It's great to leave money behind, but I thought
travelling and having the opportunity to learn and giving them
an open mindset would be a better gift for them." Ike first
suggested their incredible journey—costing between $90,000
and $105,000 – after discovering he and Natalee both have
roots in Europe, East Asia, and Sub Saharan Africa, thanks to
DNA tests—costing $120 each—conducted through a health
and ancestry website. To fund their global trip, they sold their

The calendar is subject to change without notice.
Please check our website for current information.
http://www.caags.org/☎ (323) 806-5634

3
Visit us at www.caags.org and follow us on Facebook, California African American Genealogical Society

FOREVER REMEMBERED

car and any belongings they could live without—with Natalee
even parting with excess handbags and shoes, believing the
pilgrimage is more valuable to her. Then, to maintain an
income while travelling, Ike and Natalee work remotely for their
marketing agency and communicate with their office back
home when necessary.

NIPSEY HUSSLE
1985-2019
Ermias Joseph “Nipsey Hussle” Asghedom was a Grammynominated rapper and songwriter born in Los Angeles.
At a young age he became a gang member and went to a
juvenile detention facility where he decided to change his life
and focus on his music career. He adopted the name “Nipsey
Hussle” from comedian Julius “Nipsey” Russell and in 2005
released his first mixtape called A Slauson Boy, followed by
three volumes of Bullets Ain’t Got No Name. His other
mixtapes include The Marathon, The Marathon Continues,
Crenshaw, and Mailbox Money. Hussle’s only studio album,
Victory Lap, was nominated for best rap album at the 2019
Grammy Awards.

The couple are also vigilant when it comes to their children's
schooling—ensuring they take online classes and use
educational apps, with Ike claiming his wife is their 'strictest
teacher.’ But Natalee admits that it took some time for their
children to share their enthusiasm for the mammoth journey.
She said: "They had loads and loads of questions, so we made
sure they were part of the process by putting a huge map on
the wall and guiding them through everything." "Convincing
them to come on board has been the best thing we did,
though. It's made our kids better at going outside and
exploring." "If they were at home they would just be on their
phones and devices. We put a rule in place that the kids
couldn't bring their phones, so we only have a laptop and iPad
with us which we all share." Despite their best efforts to keep
up with schoolwork, however, Natalee admits they have faced
unforeseen challenges along the way. She continued, "It's
difficult to make sure work always gets done and we all stay
disciplined." "Not having WIFI in some places makes it hard,
but we plan around that and make clear deadlines for
ourselves." "The kids use offline apps for classes when they
can't access the internet and even when we're exploring they
are still learning." "It's like a social studies class, but instead of
seeing a picture in a textbook they are actually there!"

https://www.blackpast.org/african-american-history/nipsey-hussle-19852019/

--------------------------------------JAMES INGRAM
1952 - 2019
The Grammy-winning R&B singer behind hits like “Yah Mo B
There” and “I Don’t Have the Heart” began his career in 1973.
He received two Grammys over the course of his career and
numerous other nominations. “One Hundred Ways,” released
in 1981, won Best Male R&B Vocal Performance, and his duet
with Michael McDonald on “Yah Mo B There” won Best R&B
Performance by a Duo or Group with Vocals in 1984. Ingram
also contributed significantly to film music, lending vocals to An
American Tail‘s “Somewhere Out There” and receiving Oscar
nominations for “Look What Love Has Done,” from
1994’s Junior, and “The Day I Fall in Love,” from 1993’s
Beethoven’s 2nd.

For Natalee, the pilgrimage has provided priceless moments
and memories she will cherish forever. She said: “One of the
biggest highlights for me was sailing down the river Nile and
seeing children playing by the sides of the water. There was
literally no connection to the rest of the world, so we were
forced to soak up the experience, rather than look at social
media."

https://ew.com/music/2019/01/29/james-ingram/

----------------------------------

Now the family of five [has] travelled to Mexico, Canada,
England, Scotland, Ireland, [France], Egypt, Nigeria, Kenya,
India, Indonesia and [is] currently in Australia, with plans to go
next to Fiji and Hawaii. Travelling has also miraculously
stopped their children from bickering, as spending four weeks
in each new country, they are more reliant on each other for
company and support one another, instead of falling out. And
while Ike feels this way of life would not suit all families,
Natalee would recommend it to everyone. She continued: “I
recommend that other families do what we do – the exposure
and bonding is just priceless." Ike Stated, “I don't think what we
do is for everyone, It's for those who it resonates with. This is
more of a spiritual pilgrimage than just a trip—it's allowed us to
experience love in the places that we least expected it and
learn that we are all connected in one way or another."

KRISTOFF ST. JOHN
1966 - 2019
St. John He was known for playing Neil Winters on TV’s mostwatched daytime drama, The Young and the Restless. He
originated the role of Neil on Y&R in 1991. He won two Emmys
for playing the makeup executive best known for his
tempestuous relationship with Drucilla Winters (played by
Victoria Rowell). At the start of his TV career, St. John
appeared in shows including Happy Days, Wonder
Woman, and the miniseries Roots: The Next Generations
Later, he had recurring roles on Diagnosis: Murder and Hangin’
with Mr. Cooper.
https://ew.com/tv/2019/02/04/kristoff-st-john

TO UNSUBSCRIBE, email ljslyons@gmail.com

-A version of this article originally appeared on Press Association.
-Minor editing by CAAGS newsletter editor
References:
https://metro.co.uk/2018/11/07/family-with-dna-links
http://www.exploringlegacy.com/genealogy/
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1917- 1998

Thomas J. “Tom” Bradley, five-term Mayor of Los Angeles
and the first major black candidate for Governor
of California, was born in Calvert, Texas… in 1917, the
grandson of former slaves and the son of Lee Thomas
Bradley, a railroad porter, and Crenner Bradley, a maid.

Neither the newsletter editor nor CAAGS guarantees publication of any submission. Submissions are due by the
third Saturday of each month.

11 Helpful Websites

Bradley graduated from Los Angeles Polytechnic High
School in 1937 and then attended the University of
California at Los Angeles (UCLA) until 1940. While at
UCLA, Bradley joined Kappa Alpha Psi Fraternity. When
he left the institution, he joined the Los Angeles Police
Department (LAPD). In 1941, he married Ethel Arnold and
the couple had three children.
By 1960, Bradley was a Lieutenant in the LAPD, the highest
ranking African American at that time. While serving on the
force, he earned his law degree at Southwestern University
in Los Angeles. Admitted to the bar in 1962, he served on
the Los Angeles City Council from 1963 to 1972. Bradley’s
sprawling 10th District in West Central Los Angeles covered
the Crenshaw area, a multiethnic community with many
white voters. This base of middle class blacks and whites
was a major factor in Bradley’s political success.
During his tenure on the Los Angeles City Council, Bradley
criticized racist attitudes within the LAPD, including the
department’s handling of the 1965 Watts Rebellion. In
1969, in his first mayoral bid, most polls showed him in the
lead. But his opponent, incumbent mayor Sam Yorty, with
the backing of conservative police officers who resented
Bradley’s criticisms …falsely portrayed Bradley as a Black
Panther Party supporter. Bradley lost the 1969 race, but
when pitted against Yorty again in 1973, he won and
became the city’s first black mayor in modern times.
Bradley was elected four additional times and thus served
as mayor of Los Angeles for twenty years, again a record in
the modern era. His tenure saw increased civilian control
over the LAPD, the securing of his city as host for the 1984
Summer Olympic Games, the rapid development of
downtown Los Angeles, the beginnings of a mass rapid
transit system, and the emergence of the city as a major
global economic and cultural center.

1.

Ancestry- permits hosting of your own personal
pedigree charts. There are records not available on
Family Search.

2.

Mooseroots- is a database of family history
records. It has a feature that will put together a
timeline of your ancestor’s life with historical events
and context included.

3.

FindMyPast- permits hosting your own family tree.
It has its own database of records and tutorials for
different aspects of family history.

4.

MyHeritage- assists in creating your own family
tree and search its record database.

5.

Family.me-assists in building your family tree and
accessing its record database.

6.

Puzzilla- shows multiple generations in a fan chart
to find ancestors and those who require research in
Utah. It is helpful if you want to work several
generations away from yourself.

7.

Find-A-Record- interacts with Family Search as a
search engine to help you find problems and
available ordinances in your pedigree chart.

8.

Kinpoint- interacts with Family Search. It compiles
a fan chart with dots next to names where there is
research or Utah research work to do. The dots are
color-coded based on what needs to be done,
creating a to-do list at a glance.

9.

Ancestor Cloud- connects researchers with willing
helpers and professional genealogists.

10. Legacy Family Tree- offers free family history
software and weekly how-to webinars. I use both!

Bradley made two bids for the California governorship, in
1982 and 1986. In the first election he lost to California
Attorney General George Deukmejian by 30,000 votes out
of some 7.6 million ballots cast, one of the smallest margins
in state history. In a 1982 gubernatorial rematch four years
later, incumbent Governor Deukmejian handily defeated
Bradley by 1.6 million votes. Bradley chose not to run for
[office again].

11. Famicity- is like Facebook, but for family history.

Your deceased ancestors as well as you living
relatives have profiles and appear in your
newsfeed.
Newsletter Reporter: Akosua Hobert, Member since 2016

Bradley's mayoral archives are held at UCLA. Also, the
UCLA Film & Television Archive has created an online
resource that presents free streaming access to local Los
Angeles station KTLA news film segments that document
Bradley's career in the 1970s. The Tom and Ethel Bradley
Center, a vast collection of over one million photographs
celebrating the diverse nature of Southern California, is
housed at California State University, Northridge. Several
landmarks, including the Bradley Terminal at the Los
Angeles International Airport, honor Tom Bradley.

CAAGS FINANCIAL SUMMARY
Month Ending September 30, 2019
BEGINNING BALANCE….…..……......................................$10,043.79
INCOME…………………………....................................................56.36
DISBURSEMENTS………………………..…….….…………........764.64
DESIGNATED FUNDS……………………………………..........…131.22
ENDING BALANCE…………………………….….……...........$ 9,335.21

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tom_Bradley
https://www.blackpast.org/african-american-history/bradley-tom-1917-1998/

Shirley Hurt, Treasurer

2
Visit us at www.caags.org and follow us on Facebook, California African American Genealogical Society

PLUGGED IN

The Legacy of Nathan “Nearest” Green
The Continuum: 1820 to 2020 and Beyond

The November CAAGS meeting will feature two
extraordinary speakers. Jessie McClennan will speak on
the military and
Dalena Sanderson-Hunter, UCLA librarian/ archivist for Los
Angeles Communities and Cultures special collections will
speak on how to store/preserve archival materials.

While on business in Singapore, Fawn Weaver, a black
author and blogger, read a June 2016 New York Times
article by Clay Reisen that piqued her interest. The article
revealed that Nathan Green, a slave, was the true teacher
of Jack Daniel, the whiskey distiller. Also, the newspaper
reported that historians and locals have known the Green
story for decades. Further, documentation shows that
Green was owned by a firm known as Landis & Green, who
likely hired him out for a fee to Dan Call, a preacher, grocer,
and distiller. According to company lore, the preacher was
a busy man, and when he saw promise in young Jack
Daniel, he taught him how to run his whiskey still. When
introducing Green to an 8-year old Jack, Call is quoted as
saying, "Uncle Nearest is the best whiskey maker that I
know of." Call reportedly said to Green, "I want [Jack] to
become the world's best whiskey distiller – if he wants to
be. You help me teach him." Green, only a few years older
than Jack and one of a few enslaved people who worked
for Call, stayed on after Emancipation and taught Jack all
about the still and served as head stiller.

Join Lonnie Bunch III in conversation with LL Cool J at
8pm on Saturday, November 16, at the Nate Holden
Performing Arts Center at 4718 West Washington
Boulevard; Los Angeles, CA 90016. Get information at
https://nmaahc.si.edu/nmaahcbooktour. Bunch’s new book
is A Fool's Errand.
Carolyn Conway, election committee chair, reminds
members of the upcoming November elections.
FamilySearch has formed an African Heritage team
focused solely on helping people of African Descent around
the world discover and connect with their homeland. You
can opt-in to the “new” quarterly African Heritage email
newsletter at FamilySearch African Heritage Quarterly
Email Opt-In. Your personal information will not be shared
or sold. Do invite others to opt-in.

Known as Nearest Green, or “Uncle Nearest”, Nathan
Green was born into slavery around 1820. Green and his
wife, Harriet, had 11 children, nine sons and two daughters.
Four of their sons, Louis, George, Jesse, and Eli, are listed
in the 1870 census. Seven of the sons and both daughters
are listed in the 1880 federal census. Green played the
fiddle and was a lively entertainer, and his descendants say
this trait was passed down to his son, Jesse.

CAAGS INTRODUCES THE GENEALOGY NOTEBOOK
to keep your research in pristine condition for you, your
family and the future. The cover is UV protected and
embossed with the CAAGS logo. Inside are a large
pedigree chart (11” x 16”) and 80 pages awaiting your
findings. This coil-bound treasure is available with a
donation of $12.50 by members and $15.00 by
nonmembers.

In 1866 when Jack Daniel opened his distillery, a year after
the ratification of the Thirteenth Amendment to the U.S.
Constitution, Green was hired as the first master distiller for
Jack Daniel Distillery and was the first African-American
master distiller on record in the United States. Jack also
employed three of Green's sons: George, Edde, and Eli. At
least four of Nearest's grandchildren joined the Jack Daniel
team: Ott, Charlie, Otis, and Jesse Green. In all, seven
straight generations of Nearest Green's descendants have
worked for Jack Daniel Distillery, with three direct
descendants continuing to work there as of November
2017.

SUPPORT CAAGS
Can’t decide what to cook, try a recipe from the CAAGS
cookbook (available for a $10 donation).
HOLIDAY CELEBRATION
We are accepting suggestions for the Christmas celebration
(location, games, food).
FINDING YOUR ROOTS- HENRY LOUIS GATES
Season 6 premieres on October 8, 2019 at 8:00p.m. ET on
PBS. Check local listings for showings.

In 2017, Fawn Weaver helped reveal that the history of
Jack Daniel Distillery included Nearest Green as its first
master distiller and mentor of a young Jack Daniel. Also in
July 2017, Uncle Nearest, Inc., created a whiskey honoring
the legacy of Nearest Green. Debuting as Uncle Nearest
1856 Premium Whiskey, it was created by working with two
Tennessee distilleries, not Jack Daniel Distillery. Weaver
went on to found the Nearest Green Foundation, which
honors the legacy of Green with a scholarship program, a
museum, a memorial park, Uncle Nearest Premium
Whiskey products and a book. Additionally, college
scholarships for Green's descendants were established. In

NATIONAL GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY (NGS) offers two
new courses: African American Roots: A Historical
Perspective and Federal Land Research. Go to
http://www.ngsgenealogy.org/for information.
GENEALOGY MAGAZINE
This You Tube series offers advice and tips for the family
historian.
http://www.genealogymagazine.com/
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DIAHNN CAROLL
July 17, 1935 – October 4, 2019

August 2017, Brown-Forman Corporation, which owns the
Jack Daniel Distillery and brand, officially recognized Green
as its first head stiller, now called master distiller, and
added him to the company's website. In October 2017,
Brown-Forman added Green’s legacy to its official tours
and a large display at the Jack Daniel's Visitors Center. In
September 2017, the Nearest Green Foundation
announced the inaugural class of descendants receiving full
scholarships to college and graduate school to continue
their ancestor's legacy of excellence. The foundation is
funded by the sales of Uncle Nearest Premium Whiskey
and the sales of Jack Daniel's official biography, Jack
Daniel's Legacy.

Born Carol Diann Johnson, she was an actress, singer,
model and activist who rose to prominence in some of the
earliest major studio films to feature black casts, including
Carmen Jones (1954) and Porgy and Bess (1959). In 1962,
she won a Tony Award for best actress, a first for a black
woman, in the Broadway musical No Strings.
Her 1968 debut in Julia, the first series on American
television to star a black woman in a non-stereotypical role,
was a milestone both in her career and the medium. In the
1980s, Caroll played the role of Dominique Deveraux, a
mixed-race diva, in the prime time soap opera Dynasty.
Carroll was the recipient of numerous stage and screen
nominations and awards, including the Golden Globe
Award for Best Actress in a Television Series in 1968. She
received an Academy Award nomination for Best Actress
for the film Claudine (1974). She was also a breast cancer
survivor and activist.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nathan_%22Nearest%22_Green#cite_note-:1-3
Listen to the podcast: https://podcast.app/the-secret-history-of-the-slave-behind-jackdaniels-whiskey-e50179991/?utm_source=ios&utm_medium=share

FOREVER REMEMBERED

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Diahann_Carroll

Heartfelt sympathy to Charter Member Ronald Higgins
from the members of CAAGS on the loss of his mother
------------------------------

ELIJAH CUMMINGS
January 18, 1951- October 17, 2019

2019 - 2020 CALENDAR OF EVENTS

He was the son of sharecroppers and the third child of
seven. Born in Baltimore, he attended Howard University,
where he became a member of the Phi Beta Kappa Society
and graduated in 1973 with a bachelor’s degree in Political
Science. In 1976 he received his Juris Doctor from the
University of Maryland School of Law and went on to
practice law for 19 years before being elected to the House
in 1996.

May 20 - 23, 2020
National Genealogical Society Conference
Salt Lake City, Utah; www.ngsgenealogy.org
July 7 - 9, 2020
Midwest African American Genealogy Institute
(MAAGI) Conference; Allen County Public Library
Ft. Wayne, IN; www.maagiinstitute.org
Southern California Genealogical Society
Offers many webinars and user group meetings
https://www.scgsgenealogy.com

For 14 years, Cummings served in the Maryland House of
Delegates in the Maryland General Assembly . There he
was Chairman of the Legislative Black Caucus of
Maryland and the first African American in Maryland history
to be named Speaker Pro Tempore, the second highest
position in the House of Delegates.

ON-GOING
October 17, 2019 at 7:00p.m. PST
CAAGS Board Meeting (monthly, 3rd Thursday)
October 19, 2019 at 10:00a.m. (monthly, 3rd Saturday)
CAGGS General Membership Meeting
LDS Church of Jesus Christ
10623 South San Pedro; Los Angeles, CA 90003

After winning a crowded seven-way Democratic primary in
his heavily Democratic, black-majority district, Cummings
was reelected 11 more times in the contests which
followed, never dropping below 69 percent of the vote. In
2006, he ran unopposed.

Writers Group
Next Meeting TBD
10a.m.– noon, A.C. Bilbrew Library
150 East El Segundo Blvd; Los Angeles, CA

Cummings also served on several boards and
commissions, both in and out of Baltimore, wrote a biweekly
column for the Baltimore Afro-American newspaper, filled
many speaking engagements, and received 12 honorary
doctoral degrees from universities across the United States.

February 22, 2020
CAAGS DNA Interest Group 9:00a.m.- 12:00p.m.
LAFHL, 10741 Santa Monica Blvd., Los Angeles
Bring your account username and password

Cummings lay in state at the U.S. Capitol Building's
Statuary Hall on October 24. He is the first AfricanAmerican lawmaker to be honored by lying in state.

The calendar is subject to change without notice.
Please check our website for current information.
http://www.caags.org/☎ (323) 806-5634

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Elijah_Cummings
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Volume 31, Number 10
The Tuckers of Hampton, Virginia
400 Years in the U.S.A.
Africans were brought to the Spanish colonies of North
America as early as 1500. From 1501 to 1867, between 10
and 15 million Africans were captured, sold and transported to
the Americas, Portugal, Spain, England, France…. 1
In 1619, 36 slave ships left for the New World with about
15,000 enslaved people. In May, about 350 Angolans were
loaded on the San Juan Bautista, bound for Mexico and a life
of forced labor in the mines. Chained head to foot below deck,
they were treated savagely. However, they were not savages.
They were from the Kingdom of Ndongo, formerly known as
Dongo or Angola, an early-modern African state located in
what is now Angola. Ndongo was one of a number of vassal
states to Kongo and it had a long tradition of self-rule, a
sophisticated royal court, and administrative bureaucracy. The
capital, Kabasa, had about 50,000 and many residents had
been exposed to Europeans, and some spoke Portuguese.2
In late August 1619, 29 captives from Ndongo arrived in
the Jamestown settlement of what is now Hampton, VA.
Virginia, America’s first permanent colony in North America, is
where the fledgling United States of America began. That
year, African culture became an integral part of American
culture and an indelible influence on the development of our
nation. In May 1620, 32 Africans were recorded in Virginia’s
census, with Anthony and Isabella among them; wealthy
English planters and colonial officials acquired the Africans.
Also in 1620, The Mayflower transported the first English
Pilgrims from Plymouth, England to the New World.
In 1624, Anthony and Isabella’s son, William, was
baptized. And today, the Tuckers of Tidewater, Virginia
believe they are direct descendants of William, surnamed
Tucker after a Captain Tucker. Like many African Americans,
The Tuckers, struggle to trace their roots. They have no
genealogical or DNA evidence linking them to those first
Africans, but they have oral history, family lore and a cemetery.
The Tucker family cemetery lies seven miles from where the
first Africans landed in 1619, and a mile from the site of

Neither the newsletter editor nor CAAGS guarantees publication of any submission. Submissions are due by the
third Saturday of each month.

Captain Tucker’s plantation. This graveyard, says one relative,
is “the only thing you can actually put your hands on, put your
eyes on.’’ It is on or near the site of the Captain’s plantation
where the Tucker ancestors lived, in Hampton of today.
One problem is that England’s American colonists kept
poor records, since they were more concerned about making it
through winter or fighting Indians. Often, what records were
kept subsequently were destroyed, by everything from fire to
worms. Today, experts say that any family white or black is
hard-pressed to establish genealogical connections before
1800 unless their ancestors were rich, famous or criminals.
Just because the Tuckers can’t document their
connection doesn’t mean they don’t have one, said Beth Austin
of the Hampton History Museum. It’s really still just a theory…
Did William survive infancy in the precarious colony? Did he
have children? Did his children have children? Regardless, he
was the symbolic beginning of much in American life – of the
hands that picked the cotton that financed the Industrial
Revolution; of jazz, gospel, hip-hop; of Ellison, Baldwin and
Morrison; of King and Malcolm and Fannie Lou Hamer; of the
Afro, the high-five and the dunk shot.
After William’s baptism, history’s first identified African
American simply vanished! By 1896, the year the Supreme
Court ratified “separate but equal” in Plessy v. Ferguson,
Thomas Tucker and five other men paid $100 for what was
known as the Old Colored Burial Ground. Tuckers probably
were buried there before that, and they’ve been buried there
ever since. Then, on May 17, 2013, the Tuckers picked up
their local newspaper, The Daily Press, and saw this
headline: Historic Cemetery Draws Mayor’s Eye.
City officials said [the cemetery] had “languished for
years under iffy ownership and infrequent maintenance.’’ The
mayor said the graveyard apparently had been abandoned.
The story shocked and embarrassed the [Tucker relatives].
They told the city the cemetery wasn’t abandoned. It was theirs
– they had the 1896 deed. Then they formed the William
Tucker 1624 Society and began meeting regularly to clean and
prune. Depressions that looked like unmarked graves were
found. So, the family had the graveyard surveyed with groundpenetrating radar. Today, the Tucker Family Cemetery is a
family focal point…. The cemetery contained more than 100
unmarked graves and about 100 marked ones. “This could be
where our earliest ancestors are buried,’’ says Walter Jones.
The discoveries spread the cemetery’s fame and
bolstered the Tuckers’ claim to history. The Tucker 1624
Society received a $100,000 grant from an environmental
nonprofit for cemetery work. The legislature approved an
easement to protect the cemetery from development and
ensure public access. Gov. Ralph Northam visited the
cemetery to sign the legislation. “Cemeteries can be a way for
us to retrace our history,’’ he said.
Until proven otherwise, the Tuckers continue to
celebrate their status as the “first family” and the search is a
family affair. That's what makes the cemetery so important.
Whether or not the Tuckers prove a connection with William, it
shows that the family has endured slavery, the Civil War,
Reconstruction, the Klan, Jim Crow and separate but equal.
They’ve survived…They’re still here.3

PLUGGED IN
HOLIDAY CELEBRATION

The Christmas celebration occurs on December 14th from
noon to 3P.M. at the Gardens Buffet & Grill at 1230 W.
Redondo Beach Blvd. in Redondo Beach. The cost is $20
before the event and $23 at the door. Please mail your
checks to CAAGS; P.O.B.8442; Los Angeles, CA 90008
RESEARCH TRIP to Family Search Library in Salt Lake
City, UT; May 3-9, 2020; Round trip airfare from LAX with 6

nights single and double occupancy at the Salt Lake Plaza
Hotel at Temple Square. Other packages are available.
FamilySearch has formed an African Heritage team
focused solely on helping people of African Descent around
the world discover and connect with their homeland. You
can opt-in to the “new” quarterly African Heritage email
newsletter at FamilySearch African Heritage Quarterly
Email Opt-In. Your personal information will not be shared
or sold. Do invite others to opt-in.
CAAGS INTRODUCES THE GENEALOGY NOTEBOOK
to keep your research in pristine condition for you, your
family and the future. The cover is UV protected and
embossed with the CAAGS logo. Inside are a large
pedigree chart (11” x 16”) and 80 pages awaiting your
findings. This coil-bound treasure is available with a
donation of $12.50 by members and $15.00 by
nonmembers.
SUPPORT CAAGS
The holidays are upon us. Boost your meals appeal with
recipes from the CAAGS cookbook ($10 donation).
FINDING YOUR ROOTS- HENRY LOUIS GATES
Season 6 premiered on October 8, 2019 at 8:00p.m. ET on
PBS. Check local listings for showings.
NATIONAL GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY (NGS) offers two
new courses: African American Roots: A Historical
Perspective and Federal Land Research. Go to
http://www.ngsgenealogy.org/for information.
GENEALOGY MAGAZINE
This You Tube series offers advice and tips for the family
historian.
http://www.genealogymagazine.com/
CAAGS FINANCIAL SUMMARY
Month Ending October 31, 2019
BEGINNING BALANCE….…..……........................................$ 9535.51
INCOME…………………………..................................................655.00
DISBURSEMENTS………………………..…….….…………........611.88
DESIGNATED FUNDS……………………………………..........…131.22
ENDING BALANCE…………………………….….……...........$ 9,578.63
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JOHN WITHERSPOON
January 27, 1942 - October 29, 2019
An actor and comedian who performed in various television
shows and films, he was best known for his role as Willie
Jones for the Friday series. Witherspoon also starred in films
such as Hollywood Shuffle (1987), Boomerang (1992), The
Five Heartbeats (1991), and Vampire in Brooklyn (1995). He
also made appearances on television shows such as the
Wayans Bros. (1995–99), The Tracy Morgan Show (2003),
Barnaby Jones (1973),The Boondocks (2005–2014), and Black
Jesus (2014).

WILLIE BROWN
December 2, 1940 – October 21, 2019
A professional football player, coach, and executive, he played
as a cornerback for the Denver Broncos and Oakland Raiders
in the National Football League. Following his playing career,
Brown remained with the Raiders as an assistant coach. He
served as the head football coach at California State University
Long Beach in 1991, the final season before the school's
football program was terminated. Brown was inducted into the
Pro Football Hall of Fame as a player in 1984. At the time of
his death he was on the Raiders' administrative staff.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Witherspoon_(actor)

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Willie_Brown_(American_football)

JOHN JAMES CONYERS JR.
May 16, 1929 – October 27, 2019
John Conyers was born in Highland, Michigan and grew
up in Detroit, the son of Lucille (Simpson) and John Conyers, a
labor leader. He served in the Michigan National Guard, the
U.S. Army and the U.S. Army Reserves. After serving in the
Korean War, he became active in the civil rights movement.
Conyers won election to the House of Representatives
as a Democrat in 1964 and served through 2017. He
represented western Detroit, Detroit’s western suburbs and the
Downriver area. A co-founder of the Congressional Black
Caucus, he also joined the Congressional Progressive Caucus.
Conyers sponsored the U.S. National Health Care Act and a
bill establishing Martin Luther King Day as a federal holiday.
The ranking Democratic member on the House
Committee on the Judiciary from 1995-2007 and from 20112017, Conyers also was Chairman of the House Oversight
Committee from 1989-1995. Conyers served more than 50
years in Congress, becoming the longest serving AfricanAmerican member of Congress. Because of his years of
service, he was the Dean of the House of Representatives.

2019 - 2020 CALENDAR OF EVENTS
December 14, 2019, noon to 3P.M.
CAAGS Christmas Celebration
Gardens Buffet & Grill, 1230 W. Redondo Beach Blvd.
Redondo Beach, CA; $20 before event. $23 at door
May 3-9, 2020
Research Trip to Family Search Library in Salt Lake City, UT
May 20 - 23, 2020
National Genealogical Society Conference
Salt Lake City, Utah; www.ngsgenealogy.org
July 7 - 9, 2020
Midwest African American Genealogy Institute
(MAAGI) Conference; Allen County Public Library
Ft. Wayne, IN; www.maagiinstitute.org
Southern California Genealogical Society
Offers many webinars and user group meetings
https://www.scgsgenealogy.com

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Conyers

JESSYE NORMAN
September 15, 1945 – September 30, 2019
An opera singer and recitalist, Norman was a dramatic
soprano who sang a broad repertoire and avoided being
compartmentalized. She famously stated, "pigeonholes are for
pigeons”, and that she was "attracted to the unusual". A
towering figure on operatic, concert, and recital stages, she
was associated with many roles.
Norman was trained at Howard University, the Peabody
Institute, and the University of Michigan. Her career began in
Europe, where she won the ARD International Music
Competition in Munich in 1968, which led to a contract with the
Deutsche Oper Berlin. She sang leading roles with many
companies, including the Metropolitan Opera, the Lyric Opera
of Chicago, the Paris Opera, and the Royal Opera, London
In 1984, Norman won the Grammy Award for Best
Classical Vocal Solo, the first of five Grammy Awards during
her career. In addition to several honorary doctorates and
other awards, she received the Grammy Lifetime Achievement
Award and the National Medal of Arts, and was a member of
the British Royal Academy of Music.

ON-GOING
CAAGS Board Meeting (monthly, 3rd Thursday)
CAGGS General Membership Meeting
(monthly, 3rd Saturday)
The Christmas party will occur in lieu of a meeting
Writers Group
Next Meeting TBD
10a.m.– noon, A.C. Bilbrew Library
150 East El Segundo Blvd; Los Angeles, CA
February 22, 2020
CAAGS DNA Interest Group 9:00a.m.- 12:00p.m.
LAFHL, 10741 Santa Monica Blvd., Los Angeles
Bring your account username and password
The calendar is subject to change without notice.
Please check our website for current information.
http://www.caags.org/☎ (323) 806-5634
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THE IMPACT OF SLAVERY
Post Traumatic Slave Syndrome

as Virginia’s Casual Killing Act of 1705 and its Unlawful
Assembly Act of 1680.

In doing genealogical research, we look to historical
records to help us understand our families, where they
lived, why they lived in a particular town, what kind of
work they did. But according to Dr. Joy DeGruy, we
rarely look to our history to understand how African
Americans adapted their behavior over centuries…to
survive the stifling effects of chattel slavery, effects
which are evident today. [Dr. DeGruy] believes that…
[many of our behaviors] are in large part related to transgenerational adaptations with the past traumas of
slavery and ongoing oppression. [She] has termed this
condition “Post Traumatic Slave Syndrome,” or PTSS.

The slave experience was one of continual, violent
attacks on the slave’s body, mind and spirit. Slave men,
women and children were traumatized throughout their
lives, and the violent attacks during slavery persisted
long after emancipation. In the face of those injuries,
those traumatized adapted their attitudes and behaviors
to simply survive, and these adaptations continue to
manifest today.
Today people can get treatment for PTSD. I don’t
remember reading about counseling centers that were
set up for freed slaves after the Civil War. The effects of
the trauma were never addressed, nor did the trauma
cease. African Americans have continued to experience
traumas…. More impactful than the physical assault on
their bodies was the daily assault on their psyches.
Since the capture and transport of the first African
slaves, those brought here had to deal with systematic
efforts to destroy the bonds of relationships that held
them together, as well as continuing efforts to have them
believe themselves to be less than human.

PTSS is a condition that exists when a population has
experienced multigenerational trauma resulting from
centuries of slavery and continues to experience
oppression and institutionalized racism. Added to this
condition is a belief (real or imagined) that the benefits of
the society… are not accessible to them.
The transatlantic slave trade, referred to as the “middle
passage,” marks a period of human trauma rarely
equaled. The middle passage describes one leg of the
triangular route of trade that brought captured African
men, women and children to the Americas and enslaved
them. Millions were forced onto cargo ship bound for
unknow lands… [They]…were crammed together with
sometimes less than 18 inches between them. Here they
would dwell for many weeks to several months in the
bowel of the ship. They were deprived of any human
comfort and shared in collective misery. This disgusting
place was where they slept, wept, ate, defecated,
urinated, menstruated, vomited, gave birth and died.
This transatlantic exploitation is now referred to as the
“Black Holocaust” or the “Maafa,” which in Swahili
means disaster, calamity, catastrophe. It has been
estimated that 20 to 30 million were captured and
transported over 430 years. Those who died en route
exceeded the number killed in the Jewish holocaust of
the 1930s and 40s. Most scholars agree that nearly as
many Africans died over the course of the Middle
Passage as reached the end of the voyage. Yet, few of
us are even aware that this part of African-American
history exists.

Today the African-American family has continued to rear
their offspring to survive in the face of a multitude of
indignities, disrespects and blocked goals. …Among
these are blocked opportunities for education…defacto
school segregation, as well as blocked opportunities for
economic self-sufficiency as the result of discriminatory
bank lending policies, redlining and gentrification.
Even with the horrific slavery experience, African
Americans are a strong people, a seemingly infinitely
resilient people. We have a long, long history of
enduring and persevering through the severest of trials.
We are an industrious people- we have built
communities under seemingly impossible circumstances.
We are a creative people- we established a distinctive
culture replete with new language, names, customs and
behaviors. We are a just and forgiving people- we have
demonstrated time and again that while we
courageously fight for justice, we are not crippled with
hatred and rage. We are a spiritual, loving and hopeful
people- It is a tribute our fundamental decency that we
still have a love of humanity. It is a testament to our
fortitude that we can hope and dream.

Slaves had not even the simplest of human rights. They
were chattel, defined as “ a moveable item of personal
property,” and as chattel, slave owners were free to do
with them as they pleased. …A slave owners rights to
abuse those in their charge were codified with laws such

Reference:
Post Traumatic Slave Syndrome: America’s Legacy of Enduring Injury and
Healing, Joy DeGruy, Joy DeGruy Publications, Inc., 2005.
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