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GEORGIA ANN HILL ROBINSON 

1879 -1961 
        

 
                                                                     
Georgia Ann Hill Robinson became the first black 
female police officer to work for the Los Angeles, CA 
Police Department (LAPD), and possibly the first in the 
country, in 1916. Months before 15 percent of the police 
force of the United States would begin enlisting to 
enter combat in the first World War, Robinson began her  
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GEORGIA ANN HILL ROBINSON (cont.) 
 
groundbreaking twelve-year career with the LAPD. 
Robinson’s work for the LAPD would lead her to civic work, 
and she would devote her life to serving the residents of 
Los Angeles by fighting against segregation and for 
women’s welfare. 
 
Robinson was born Georgia Ann Hill in Opelousas, 
Louisiana on May 12, 1879. She never knew her parents 
and was raised by her older sister and later grew up in a 
Roman Catholic convent. When she was eighteen, 
Robinson moved to Kansas to work as a governess. There, 
she met and married Morgan Robinson. The couple moved 
first to Leadville, Colorado, and then to Los Angeles with 
their daughter Marian. In Los Angeles, Robinson’s desire to 
serve led her to get involved with various community 
organizations, and it was through her work with these 
groups that she was approached and convinced by an 
LAPD recruiter to join the force. 
 
On July 25, 1916, at the age of thirty-seven, Georgia Ann 
Hill Robinson became a volunteer for the LAPD. Three 
years later, on June 10, 1919, Robinson became the city’s 
first black policewoman when she was hired as a jail 
matron. Later, she became involved in juvenile and 
homicide cases investigated by the department. In her 
position as an investigator, Robinson discovered the need 
for a women’s shelter in Los Angeles, and subsequently 
helped establish the Sojourner Truth Home for destitute 
women and girls. 
 
Robinson’s time with the LAPD came to an abrupt end 
when, at the age of forty-nine, she tried to break up an 
altercation between two…women in her jail. In the resulting 
fight, Robinson suffered a devastating head injury that left 
her permanently blind.  In 1954, Ebony magazine asked 
Robinson about her injury and her police career, and she 
said, “I have no regrets. I didn’t need my eyes any longer. I 
had seen all there was to see.” 
 
Far from retreating into a quiet retirement, Robinson 
continued to serve her community. She worked with 
community leaders, including Dr. Claude Hudson, longtime 
president of the Los Angeles branch of the National 
Association for the Advancement of Colored People 
(NAACP), in the effort to desegregate Los Angeles schools 
and beaches.  Robinsons continued to work with women in 
the shelter she’d helped to found until her death on 
September 21, 1961 in Los Angeles.  She had just  
celebrated her eighty-second birthday. 
 
https://www.blackpast.org/author/bryanerika/ 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

PLUGGED IN 
 
CATHERINE MORETON will instruct the January 
intermediate class on using Ancestry.com in research.  

 
RESEARCH TRIP to Family Search Library in Salt Lake 
City, UT will be on May 3-9, 2020. Select the round trip 
airfare from LAX with 6 nights single and double occupancy 
at the Salt Lake Plaza Hotel at Temple Square or other 
available packages.  
 
FamilySearch has formed an African Heritage team 
focused solely on helping people of African Descent around 
the world  discover and connect with their homeland. You 
can opt-in to the “new” quarterly African Heritage email 
newsletter at FamilySearch African Heritage Quarterly 
Email Opt-In. Your personal information will not be shared 
or sold. Do invite others to opt-in. 
 
CAAGS INTRODUCES THE GENEALOGY NOTEBOOK 
to keep your research in pristine condition for you, your 
family and the future.  The cover is UV protected and 
embossed with the CAAGS logo. Inside are a large 
pedigree chart (11” x 16”) and 80 pages awaiting your 
findings. This coil-bound treasure is available with a 
donation of $12.50 by members and $15.00 by 
nonmembers. 
 
SUPPORT CAAGS 
Boost your meals appeal with recipes from the CAAGS 
cookbook ($10 donation). 
 
FINDING YOUR ROOTS- HENRY LOUIS GATES 
Check local listings for showings of season 6 on PBS. 
 
NATIONAL GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY (NGS) offers two 
new courses: African American Roots: A Historical 
Perspective and Federal Land Research. For information, 
go to http://www.ngsgenealogy.org/ 
 
GENEALOGY MAGAZINE 
This You Tube series offers advice and tips for the family 
historian. 
http://www.genealogymagazine.com/ 
 

 
CAAGS FINANCIAL SUMMARY 

Month Ending November 30, 2019 
 
BEGINNING BALANCE….…..…….........................................$9,578.63 
INCOME…………………………...................................................425.37               
DISBURSEMENTS………………………..…….….………….........390.53 
DESIGNATED FUNDS……………………………………..........….131.22 
ENDING BALANCE…………………………….….…….............$9,715.35 

 
Shirley Hurt, Treasurer 
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FOREVER REMEMBERED 
 

IRVING LOUIS BURGIE 
July 28, 1924 – November 29, 2019 

Sometimes known professionally as Lord Burgess, he 

was an American musician and songwriter, regarded 
as one of the greatest composers of Caribbean 
music.  He composed 34 songs for Harry Belafonte,  
including eight songs on the 1956 Calypso album, the 
first album of any kind to sell one million copies.  
Burgie also wrote the lyrics of the National Anthem of 
Barbados.    
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Irving_Burgie 
 

------------------------------- 
WILLIAM HARRISON “Bones” DILLARD 

July 8, 1923 – November 15, 2019 
An American track and field athlete, He is the only 
male in the history of the Olympic Games to win gold 
in both the 100 meter and the 110 meter hurdles, 
making him the “World’s Fastest Man” in 1948 and 
the “World’s Fastest Hurdler” in 1952. 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Harrison_Dillard 

 
--------------------------------- 

ERNEST JAMES GAINES 
January 15, 1933 – November 5, 2019 

He was an American author whose works are taught 
in college classrooms and translated into many 
languages, including French, Spanish, German, 
Russian and Chinese. Four of his works were made 
into television movies, and his 1993 novel, A Lesson 
Before Dying, won the National Book Critics Circle 
Award for fiction. He was a MacArthur Foundation 
fellow, National Humanities Medal awardee, and an 
inductee into the French Ordre des Artes et Lettres. 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ernest_J._Gaines 
 

---------------------------------------- 
ELISE WOODSON 

(Motisola Omowale) 
1953 -  Dec 7, 2019. 

          Head of Education at California African American 
Museum, Elise conducted a public program on "The 
Power of Story: Writing Personal Narrative" in 2013.  
The overwhelming public response led to an ongoing 
writers workshop.  Under her leadership and vision the 
persistent writers agreed to self-publish their personal 
stories for a "sense of permanence".  In 2015, The 
Community Writers Group released Snapshots, Vol. 1.  
Snapshots, Vol. 5, which Elise worked on until the very 
end, will be released in February 2020. 
 
 

  
 
 
 
          Memorial services will  be held In Detroit, and in 
Los Angeles (Bootleg Theater at 2220 Beverly Blvd on 
MLK Day at noon). Snapshots, Vol. 5, can be ordered 
from CAAGS members Akosua Hobert or Peggy Powell. 
Information courtesy of Peggy Powell 
 

CALENDAR 
    May 3-9, 2020 
    Research Trip to Family Search Library in Salt           
    Lake City, UT 
     
    May 20 - 23, 2020 
    National Genealogical Society Conference 
    Salt Lake City, Utah; www.ngsgenealogy.org 
 
     July 7 - 9, 2020 
     Midwest African American Genealogy Institute 
     (MAAGI) Conference; Allen County Public Library 
     Ft. Wayne, IN; www.maagiinstitute.org 
 
    Southern California Genealogical Society 
    Offers many webinars and user group meetings 
    https://www.scgsgenealogy.com  
   
ON-GOING 
     January 11, 2020 
     Writers Group 
     (monthly, 2nd Saturday) 
     10a.m.– noon, A.C. Bilbrew Library  
     150 East El Segundo Blvd; Los Angeles, CA  
    
     January 16, 2020 
     CAAGS Board Meeting (monthly, 3rd Thursday) 
 
     January 18, 2020 
     CAGGS General Membership Meeting   
     (monthly, 3rd Saturday) 
     The Christmas party will occur in lieu of a meeting  
       
      February 22, 2020 
      CAAGS DNA Interest Group 9:00a.m.- 12:00p.m.     
      LAFHL, 10741 Santa Monica Blvd., Los Angeles 
      Bring your account username and password  
     

The calendar is subject to change without notice. 
Please check our website for current information. 

   http://www.caags.org/☎ (323) 806-5634  
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A Returning to [His] Roots 

 
A young man grew up in Baltimore understanding that 
his forebears were from Africa, but he always wanted to 
know more. “You don’t know why you walk around with 
an emptiness inside and have that feeling… on culture 
day when you don’t have a dish to bring in that’s from 
another country. So, in 2009 he took a DNA test through 
African Ancestry and learned that he shared maternal 
ancestry with the Tikar people, many of whom now live 
in the Bamum kingdom in northwestern Cameroon. He 
spent about three years learning the Bamum culture and 
language, and in 2015 flew to Cameroon. 
 
Everyone he met was surprised that he spoke the 
language and he was surprised at how strangely familiar 
the place and the people seemed. When asked if he 
would like a traditional name, he stated that he 
absolutely would.  A few days later, he stood nervously 
before Mbombo Njoya, the king of the Bamum, who 
gave him a birth certificate and the new name, NSangou 
Njikam.   Ever since, he has been NSangou 
(pronounced SAN-goo).  
 
The second astonishing moment occurred in Bimbia, a 
port notorious for its role in slave trade. After a long walk 
to the water’s edge, NSangou found the remains of small 
stone structures that had once detained the men and 
women who would cross the Atlantic and never return; 
also, he held pieces of chain in his hand. It was then that 
he realized where and who we were supposed to be, 
had slavery not happened, and it was very like who we 
are now, minus the trauma.  It was the beginning of 
healing. 
 
AARP, October/November 2019,p.65 
 
 

 
TIPS FOR PLANNING AN ANCESTRY TRIP 

 
More Americans are traveling to explore their family 
homeland, since it has become much easier these days 
to learn about one’s family history, thanks in part to 
services such as Ancestry and 23andMe.  These 
services offer historical record searches and DNA 
testing. Once you know where you’re from, you may 
want to see it for yourself.  If you’re interested in a roots 
trip, here’s some advice: 
  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

• Research your ancestry in advance. 
That can include identifying a local contact, such 
as a family member or a guide who can help you 
when you arrive, 

• Pack Smart. 
You’ll want to bring  
1. A summary of important information about 

your ancestors (names, dates of birth and 
death, addresses) 

2. Locations and records of offices you hope to 
visit 

3. Photographs of yourself and your family 
4. Thank you gifts for relatives and other 

helpful people you’ll meet on your journey 
• Keep Expectations Realistic. 

Some people who take heritage trips are 
disheartened if they fail to find a specific missing 
piece of a family puzzle, according to Jackie 
Hogan, a sociology professor at Bradley 
University in Peoria, Illinois.  Hogan urges 
acceptance of, and gratitude for, whatever you 
do discover.  “If you go into the trip with a goal of 
soaking in your environment- the sights, smells, 
tastes and sounds of the place- you will not be 
disappointed. 

             AARP, October/November 2019,p.67 
 

 
MARTIN LUTHER KING DAY 

 
The bill to make Martin Luther King Jr. Day a holiday first 
came to a vote in the U.S. House of Representatives in 
1979. However, it fell five votes short of the number 
needed for passage.  Soon after, the King Center sought 
support from the corporate community and the general 
public. The success of this strategy was cemented when 
musician Stevie Wonder released the single Happy 
Birthday to popularize the campaign in 1980 and hosted 
the Rally for Peace Press Conference in 1981. Six 
million signatures were collected for a petition to 
Congress to pass the law, termed by a 2006 article in 
The Nation as "the largest petition in favor of an issue in 
U.S. history”.  On November 2, 1983, President Reagan 
signed a bill, proposed by Representative Katie Hall of 
Indiana, to create a federal holiday honoring Dr. King. 
The bill passed the Senate by a count of 78 to 22 and 
the House of Representatives by 338 to 90.  The holiday 
was observed for the first time on January 20, 1986. It is 
observed on the third Monday of January. . 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Martin_Luther_King_Jr._Day#cite_
note-statute-9 
 

TO UNSUBSCRIBE, email ljslyons@gmail.com 

 



Neither the newsletter editor nor CAAGS guarantees publication of any submission.  Submissions are due by the 
third Saturday of each month.  
 

DR. CARTER G. WOODSON 
December 19, 1875 – April 3, 1950 

 

 
 

A historian, author, and journalist, Carter Woodson was one 
of the first scholars to study African-American history and is 
called the “father of black history. 
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CARTER WOODSON cont. 
In 1926,  Woodson pioneered the celebration of Negro 
History Week, designated for the second week in February, 
to coincide with the birthdays of Abraham Lincoln and 
Frederick Douglass. The observance  began as a way of 
remembering important people and events in the history of 
the African diaspora. On February 1, 1970, the Black United 
Students and black educators at Kent State 
University expanded this idea to include an entire month.  In 
1976, February was officially designated in the U.S. 
as Black History Month, also known as African-American 
History Month. In Canada the month is celebrated in 
February, while in Ireland, the Netherlands, and the United 
Kingdom it is observed in October.  

Woodson was born in Canton, Virginia to former slaves, 
Anne Eliza (Riddle) and James Henry Woodson who were 
illiterate.  His father was a carpenter and farmhand who 
helped the Union soldiers during the Civil War. Young 
Woodson was often unable to regularly attend primary 
school because he helped on the farm, but through self-
instruction he was able to master most school subjects. At 
the age of seventeen, Woodson followed his brother to 
Huntington, W. VA hoping to attend the brand new 
secondary school for blacks, Douglass High School.  
However, he was able to devote only minimal time to school 
because he had to work (as a coal miner) to support 
himself.  In 1895, the twenty-year-old Woodson finally 
entered Douglass High School full-time, and received his 
diploma in 1897.  

From 1897 to 1900, Woodson taught in Winona, W. VA and 
in 1900 was selected as the principal of Douglass High 
School. He earned his Bachelor of Literature degree from 
Berea College in Kentucky in 1903 by taking classes part-
time. From 1903 to 1907 Woodson was a school supervisor 
in the Philippines.  He earned graduate degrees at 
the University of Chicago and in 1912 was the second 
African American, after W.E.B.DuBois, to obtain a PhD 
degree from Harvard University.  Most of Woodson's 
academic career was spent at Howard University, where he 
eventually served as the  Dean of the College of Arts and 
Sciences. 

Convinced that the role of his own people in American 
history and in the history of other cultures was being 
ignored or misrepresented among scholars, Woodson 
realized the need for research into the neglected past of 
African Americans. Along with four colleagues, he founded 
the Association for the Study of Negro Life and History on 
September 9, 1915.  That was the year Woodson 
published The Education of the Negro Prior to 1861.  In 
January 1916, Woodson began publication of the 
scholarly Journal of Negro History, which has never missed 
an issue, despite the Great Depression, loss of support 
from foundations, and two World Wars. In 2002, it was 
renamed the Journal of African American History, and 
continues to be published by the Association for the Study 
of African American Life and History (ASALH). 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Carter_G._Woodson 
 

 
PLUGGED IN 

 
Charlotte Bocage will speak at the February general meeting 
on Finding Your Enslaved Ancestors. 
 
Two donated DVDs, African American Lives & African 
American Lives 2, will be raffled at the February meeting at a   
suggested donation cost of $5.00 each. The DVDs are from 
Finding Your Roots, the PBS Henry Louis Gates, Jr. show.  
 
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED on February 8th at 10a.m. at the 
Riverside, CA 41st Annual Black History Parade and Expo. 
Using Family Search, you can help participants learn to locate 
ancestors.  Contact President Marie Bryant if you can help. 
 
VOLUNTEER NEEDED for the Family History Center 
The volunteer can set the hours. 
 
RESEARCH TRIP to Family Search Library in Salt Lake 
City, UT will be on May 3-9, 2020. Select the round trip airfare 
package from LAX with 6 nights single and double occupancy 
at the Salt Lake Plaza Hotel or other available packages.  
 
FamilySearch has formed an African Heritage team 
focused solely on helping people of African Descent around 
the world  discover their homeland. You can opt-in to the “new” 
quarterly African Heritage email newsletter at FamilySearch 
African Heritage Quarterly Email Opt-In. Your personal 
information will not be shared or sold.  
 
CAAGS INTRODUCES THE GENEALOGY NOTEBOOK to 
keep your research in pristine condition for you, your family 
and the future. This coil-bound treasure is available with a 
donation of $12.50 by members and $15.00 by nonmembers. 
 
SUPPORT CAAGS 
Boost your meals appeal with recipes from the CAAGS 
cookbook ($10 donation). 
 
FINDING YOUR ROOTS- HENRY LOUIS GATES 
Check local listings for showings of season 6 on PBS. 
 
NATIONAL GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY (NGS) offers two 
new courses: African American Roots: A Historical Perspective 
and Federal Land Research. For information, go to 
http://www.ngsgenealogy.org/ 
 
GENEALOGY MAGAZINE 
This You Tube series offers advice and tips for the family 
historian. 
http://www.genealogymagazine.com/ 
 

 
CAAGS FINANCIAL SUMMARY 

Month Ending December 31, 2019 
 
BEGINNING BALANCE….…..…….........................................$9,865.35 
INCOME…………………………...................................................795.00               
DISBURSEMENTS………………………..…….….…………................00 
DESIGNATED FUNDS……………………………………..........….131.22 
ENDING BALANCE…………………………….….……...........$10,510.35 

 
Shirley Hurt, Treasurer 
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FOREVER REMEMBERED 
 

CHRIS COTTON 
January 16,1987 -   December 11, 2019 

          Chris Cotton was a comedian who co-starred on 
Comedy Central’s online show “Every Damn Day.” The 
Philadelphia native made many appearances at the city’s 
Raven Lounge as part of Center City Comedy. Last year, he 
became a co-writer and star of “Every Damn Day” as part of 
the network’s Creators Program. He hosted the red carpet for 
Comedy Central’s roast of Bruce Willis in 2018. His wife, Erica, 
is expecting their first child in February.  
https://deadline.com/2019/12/chris-cotton-dead-obituary-comedy-
central-comic-every-damn-day 
 
 

WOODROW PHILLIPS JR. 
December 27, 1941 -  December 31, 2019 

          Woodrow Phillips Jr., affectionately known as “Woody,” 
was a longtime Los Angeles businessman and community 
leader.  Born in Keatchie, Louisiana on a farm, he and his 
siblings worked in the sizzling southern heat where he learned 
his work ethic.  Often left to care for his younger siblings, 
Woody’s love for cooking began with staples like pork chops, 
greens and cornbread. 
          After living briefly in Houston, Texas, Woody followed his 
dream and moved to Los Angeles, California.  There, he 
married the love of his life, Jenetha Peigne, began his family 
and became a member of Holman Methodist Church. 
          Although he pursued various entrepreneurial efforts, 
Woody always had a love for bar-be-cue.  Encouraged by his 
sisters and family, in 1975 he opened Woody’s Bar-B-Que.  
Over the years, with Woody’s leadership, the business grew, 
provided many job opportunities to family and  community, and 
sponsored holiday giveaways and special events. 
Courtesy of Jenetha Peigne Phillips and Fran Wilson 

 
EDNA SMITH PRIMUS 

June 27, 1944 -  November 2019 
          Born in Yemassee, S.C. the daughter of share-croppers, 
she was the first black woman to graduate from the University 
of South Carolina School of Law. 
           In 1973, Primus offered free ACLU representation to a 
woman who had been sterilized against her will.  The woman 
filed a complaint, but dropped it when the doctor named in it 
sued Primus, saying her solicitation violated legal ethics.  
Primus was given a private reprimand and then a public rebuke 
by the state Supreme Court. However, the case made its way 
to the federal Supreme Court which ruled in favor of Primus.  
           For forty years this case has been taught in every 
professional responsibility course in the United States. Primus 
filed the case to protect the rights of people she felt were 
powerless and had no voice. However, this landmark U.S. 
Supreme Court case broadened free speech rights for non-
profit attorneys and earned Primus a revered spot in legal 
history. 
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/12/12/us/edna-smith-primus-dead.html 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CALENDAR 
    May 3-9, 2020 
    Research Trip to Family Search Library in Salt           
    Lake City, UT 
     
    May 20 - 23, 2020 
    National Genealogical Society Conference 
    Salt Lake City, Utah; www.ngsgenealogy.org 
 
     July 7 - 9, 2020 
     Midwest African American Genealogy Institute 
     (MAAGI) Conference; Allen County Public Library 
     Ft. Wayne, IN; www.maagiinstitute.org 
 
    Southern California Genealogical Society 
    Offers many webinars and user group meetings 
    https://www.scgsgenealogy.com  
   
ON-GOING 
     February 8, 2020 
     Writers Group 
     (monthly, 2nd Saturday) 
     10a.m.– noon, A.C. Bilbrew Library  
     150 East El Segundo Blvd; Los Angeles, CA  
    
     February 13, 2020 
     CAAGS Board Meeting (monthly, 3rd Thursday) 
      7p.m. call-in to 1-712-775-8972, pin 830090 
          
     February 15, 2020 
     CAGGS General Membership Meeting   
     (monthly, 3rd Saturday) 
     LDS Church of Jesus Christ 
     10623 South San Pedro; Los Angeles, CA 90003 
      
      February 22, 2020 
      CAAGS DNA Interest Group 9:00a.m.- 12:00p.m.     
      LAFHL, 10741 Santa Monica Blvd., Los Angeles 
      Bring your account username and password  
     

The calendar is subject to change without notice. 
Please check our website for current information. 

   http://www.caags.org/☎ (323) 806-5634 
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GENEALOGY BASICS 
Cemetery Research Advice for Beginners 

 
Cemetery research is a basic part of genealogy research. 
Doing genealogy properly and thoroughly means cemetery 
research goes hand in hand with it. You will want to know 
where your ancestors are buried, not only so you can go 
there and pay your respects in person and see the area 
where your ancestor lived (since most people are buried 
close to their usual place of residence), but because of all 
of the additional genealogy information you can get from 
this type of research. Cemetery research is about more 
than just finding where your ancestors are buried. It can 
also reveal a lot of previously unknown information on your 
ancestor and his or her family. Here’s how to get started 
and get the most possible information out of it. 
How to Find the Cemetery Where Your Ancestor is 
Buried 

The first step is locating the cemetery where your ancestor 
was buried. If you don’t already know (or don’t know a 
relative who knows), there are a number of ways to find out. 
Among the best methods are: 
Death Certificates: 
Most death certificates include the name of the cemetery, if 
the person was, in fact, buried (there are exceptions, such 
as cremation or burial at sea or if there was no body 
recovered to bury). If the person was buried, the name of 
the cemetery is usually recorded near the “disposal” 
section. Since the death certificate also tells you the city, 
county, and state of death, you can look up the name of the 
cemetery online using this information and get its location 
so you can make an in-person visit if you choose to do so 
(and you should). 
Obituaries:  
If you don’t have a copy of the death certificate or don’t 
know how to get one, obituaries often tell you where a 
person was buried. This information can be found in 
obituaries going back into the mid-19th century, and 
sometimes earlier. It isn’t always there, but it’s exciting 
when it is. Go online to one of the many websites that 
have searchable old newspapers and start looking for your 
ancestor’s obituary (if you have even the most general idea 
of the date and location of death). 
Websites With Lists of County Cemeteries and the 
People Buried in Them: 
There are plenty of independent genealogy websites that 
have records of burials in local cemeteries. The U.S. 
GenWeb project is the best-known of these, but there are 
lots of others. A Google search may help you find your 
ancestor’s final resting place. 
FindAGrave.com: 
This is the most famous cemetery website online. It has 
over 100 million burials listed across the United States and 
the world. Some of them even include photos and 
obituaries. This website is updated and maintained by  
volunteers who upload new burial information as a courtesy 
to others. Go there and use the search feature to find your  
 
 

ancestor. If he or she is not on the site, you can contact a 
volunteer who researches cemeteries in the area where 
your ancestor lived, and request that they do a lookup for 
you and post it on the site. 
What to Do if the Grave is Not Marked 

If you’ve found the cemetery, but discover the grave is not 
marked, that can be disappointing. You want a photo of a 
headstone for your family history records. At the very least, 
you want to know where the grave is located, so you can 
pay your respects (and maybe put a marker up there 
yourself… lots of genealogists do this). 
 
If the grave isn’t marked, all is not lost. You can still 
potentially discover the location of the grave. The easiest 
way is if the cemetery has an office. Not all of them do, but 
if the one you’re exploring does, you can go to the office 
and request a map of burials. The office will have 
information on all burials there and where they are located, 
even the unmarked ones. 
 
If there is no office, try going to the city hall. Ask around for 
the department that oversees the cemeteries. It is different 
in each city and town. Once you’ve found the appropriate 
department, ask if they have a map of burials in the 
cemetery. Many of them do. Other potential sources of 
finding the exact site of an unmarked burial include local 
historical societies and historians, and books of burials in a 
certain cemetery. 
 
If you can’t find any information, such as for a very ancient 
cemetery, you can often make a good guess as to where an 
unmarked ancestor is buried based on the headstones of 
other family members who are buried there. There is a 
good chance your ancestor is buried near them. 
In very old cemeteries, you can often even see the outline 
of unmarked graves, because the coffins under the ground 
disintegrate over the years (wooden ones, especially), and 
cause the ground above to fall in over them, creating 
depressions in the ground that indicate the spot of a burial. 
There’s a good chance that depression in the ground is 
where your ancestor is buried, especially if it is near that 
ancestor’s relatives. 
 
Knowing the final resting place of an ancestor puts a 
concluding page to their life in your family history. You know 
where they are and who is buried around them, which gives 
you an idea of their family relationships and their life in 
general. If they are buried in the town in which they lived 
and you visit that place, you can get an idea of how they 
lived and what life was like for them. You’ll also be in a 
place where you can access local historical records to find 
out things about them you may never have otherwise 
known. Start researching the cemetery records of your 
ancestors today. You’ll be surprised how rewarding it is, 
and how much new information you discover as you go. 
https://ancestralfindings.com/genealogy-basics-cemetery-research-
advice-for-beginners/ 

 
To Unsubscribe, contact ljslyons@gmail.com 

 



Neither the newsletter editor nor CAAGS guarantees publication of any submission.  Submissions are due by the 
third Saturday of each month.  
 

 
DR. GLADYS WEST: THE BLACK WOMAN  

BEHIND GPS TECHNOLOGY  
 

 
 
GPS or the Global Positioning System is something that we 
use every day. From finding your local supermarket, 
checking directions if you get lost or mapping out your daily 
commute to avoid traffic, GPS is with us everywhere we go. 
It has literally changed the way we work, play and live. 
 
While billions of people use GPS in their car or on their 
phone, many don’t know that a Black woman is behind the 
creation of it. That’s right, Dr. Gladys West, a Black woman 
from Virginia was instrumental in creating the [system]. 
 
And now, she’s finally getting long overdue recognition. 
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Dr. Gladys West  (cont.) 
On December 6, the 87-year-old West was inducted into 
the Air Force Space and Missile Pioneers Hall of Fame by 
the United States Air Force in a ceremony at the Pentagon. 
 
As a girl growing up in Dinwiddie County, south of 
Richmond in the late 1930’s early 1940’s, all Gladys 
(maiden name, Brown) knew was that she didn’t want to 
work in the fields, picking tobacco, corn and cotton, or in a 
nearby factory, beating tobacco leaves into pieces small 
enough for cigarettes and pipes, as her parents did. 
 
When she learned that the valedictorian and salutatorian 
from her high school would earn a scholarship to Virginia 
State College (now University), she studied hard and 
graduated at the top of her class. 
 
She got her free ticket to college, majored in math and 
taught two years in Sussex County before she went back to 
school for her master’s degree. 
 
In 1956 West began to work at Naval Surface Warfare 
Center Dahlgren Division, where she was the second black 
woman ever to be employed. West began to collect data 
from satellites, eventually leading to the development of 
Global Positioning System. Her supervisor Ralph Neiman 
recommended her as project manager for the Seasat radar 
altimetry project, the first satellite that could remotely sense 
oceans. In 1979, Neiman recommended West for 
commendation. West was a programmer in the Dahlgren 
Division for large-scale computers and project manager for 
data-processing systems used in analysis of satellite data. 
 
In 1986, West published “Data Processing System 
Specifications for the Geosat Satellite Radar Altimeter,” a 
60-page illustrated guide. The Naval Surface Weapons 
Center (NSWC) guide was published to explain how to 
increase the accuracy of the estimation of “geoid heights 
and vertical deflection,” topics of satellite geodesy. This was 
achieved by processing the data created from the radio 
altimeter on the Geosat satellite which went into orbit on 12 
March 1984. She worked at Dahlgren for 42 years, retiring 
in 1998. Her contributions to GPS were uncovered when a 
member of West’s sorority, Alpha Kappa Alpha, read a 
short biography West had submitted for an alumni function. 
 
West’s humble nature actually kept people from knowing 
how instrumental she was in the development of the device 
for decades. West admits that she had no idea, at the time, 
when she was recording satellite locations and doing 
accompanying calculation that her work would affect so 
many. 
 
“When you’re working every day, you’re not thinking, ‘What 
impact is this going to have on the world?’ You’re thinking, 
‘I’ve got to get this right,’” she says. 
blackdoctor.org › dr-gladys-west-gps 
CAAGS Reporter: Carolyn Khadija Connor, Member since 1992 
 
 

 
MARCH IS WOMEN’S HISTORY MONTH  

The 2020 Women's History Month theme is “Valiant Women of 
the Vote.” The theme honors "the brave women who fought to 
win suffrage rights for women, and the women who continue to 
fight for the voting rights of others.” 
 
Although women demanded the vote as early as 1848 at the 
Seneca Falls convention, it was in 1913 that five thousand 
women commanded national attention by marching on 
Washington the day before the inauguration of Woodrow 
Wilson, the 28th president of the United States. 
 
White and Black women fought among and between 
themselves over the best [strategy] to obtain the vote. The vast 
majority of American women, Black and White, were less 
invested than the suffragists and seemed to accept society’s 
claim that they truly were apolitical beings and belonged not in 
the voting booth, but at home….Some housewives denounced 
female suffrage, claiming that if women were to vote differently 
from their husbands, domestic unrest would surely follow. 
 
Among Black women who remained unwavering in support of 
women’s rights was Sojourner Truth. In 1867, when female 
suffrage was still very much being debated she said: “I feel that 
I have the right to have just as much as a man.”  Another 
staunch suffragist was Anna Julia Cooper, who said “Only the 
BLACK WOMAN can say when and where I enter …then and 
there the whole Negro race enters with me.” Cooper was 
effective in emphasizing to Black women that they required the 
ballot because Black men’s experiences and needs were not 
the same as theirs. 
 
During the last quarter of the nineteenth century, White and 
Black women did return to their role as social reformers. The 
largest and best known group was the Woman’s Christian 
Temperance Union, (WCTU) founded in 1874. Their policies 
encouraged separate Black and White unions.  At least one 
White woman, however,  Amelia Bloomer, owner, editor and 
publisher of the first newspaper for women campaigned 
against racism within the movement.  She also was known for 
popularizing and wearing the pants and tunic outfit dubbed “the 
bloomer.”  Despite the rampant racism of the time, some Black 
women did rise to positions of prominence. Frances Harper, for 
one, was most effective in recruiting Black women to the cause 
and was eventually appointed to the national office. 
 
Despite the racial divisions, Black women were collective in 
their courage in the fight for equality. Ida B. Wells-Barnett, the 
journalist who led an anti-lynching campaign in the late 
nineteenth century, organized the Alpha Suffrage Club among 
Black women in Chicago and brought members with her to 
participate in the 1913 parade. The organizers of the march 
asked the Chicago Black delegation to walk at the end of the 
parade. Wells-Barnett, however,  tried to get the White Illinois 
delegation to support her opposition [to] this segregation, but 
found few supporters. The [Blacks] either would march at the 
end or not at all.  Refusing to march, Wells-Barnett emerged 
from the crowd and joined the White Illinois delegation, 
marching between two White supporters. She refused to 
comply with the segregation. 
 
Modified from Excerpts from One of Divided Sisters: Bridging the Gap Between Black 
and White Women by Midge Wilson & Kathy Russell, Anchor, 1996— and PBS.org 
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PLUGGED IN 
 

THANKS TO NORMA BATES for a successful 
Stay-At-Home Tea that earned $630 for CAAGS. 
 
Remember to pay your dues-  $15 for students, $30 for 
individuals, $35 for families, $40 for organizations and 
libraries, $15 for newsletter via USPS. 
 
A Website committee is needed.  Contact Edna Briggs 
if you can help. 
 
RESEARCH TRIP to Family Search Library in Salt Lake 
City, UT will be on May 3-9, 2020. Select the round trip 
airfare package from LAX with 6 nights single and double 
occupancy at the Salt Lake Plaza Hotel or other available 
packages.  
 
FamilySearch has formed an African Heritage team 
focused solely on helping people of African Descent around 
the world  discover their homeland. You can opt-in to the 
“new” quarterly African Heritage email newsletter at 
FamilySearch African Heritage Quarterly Email Opt-In. Your 
personal information will not be shared or sold.  
 
CAAGS INTRODUCES THE GENEALOGY NOTEBOOK 
to keep your research in pristine condition for you, your 
family and the future. This coil-bound treasure is available 
with a donation of $12.50 by members and $15.00 by 
nonmembers. 
 
SUPPORT CAAGS 
Boost your meals appeal with recipes from the CAAGS 
cookbook ($10 donation). 
 
FINDING YOUR ROOTS- HENRY LOUIS GATES 
Check local listings for showings of season 6 on PBS. 
 
NATIONAL GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY (NGS) offers two 
new courses: African American Roots: A Historical 
Perspective and Federal Land Research. For information, 
go to http://www.ngsgenealogy.org/ 
 
GENEALOGY MAGAZINE 
This You Tube series offers advice and tips for the family 
historian. http://www.genealogymagazine.com/ 
 

 
CAAGS FINANCIAL SUMMARY 
Month Ending January  31, 2020 

 
BEGINNING BALANCE….…..……......................................,$10,510.35 
INCOME…………………………...................................................695.00               
DISBURSEMENTS………………………..…….….………….........631.50 
DESIGNATED FUNDS……………………………………..........….131.22 
ENDING BALANCE…………………………….….……...........$10,573.85 

 
Shirley Hurt, Treasurer 

 
 
 

 
 

Richest Colored Girl In The World 

Sarah Rector was born in 1902 near the all-black town of 
Taft, then Indian Territory. Her parents, Joseph and Rose Rector, 
were African descendants of the Creek Nation, and they and their 
descendants were entitled to land allotments as Dawes Roll 
freedmen under the Treaty of 1866.  The treaty, made by the U.S. 
with the Five Civilized Tribes, granted 160 acres of land each to 
nearly 600 black children, or Creek Freedmen minors, in what is 
now the state of Oklahoma.  

The parcel allotted to Sarah Rector was located in Glenpool, 
considered inferior infertile soil, not suitable for farming. Better land 
was reserved for white settlers and members of the tribe. The 
family lived simply but not in poverty; however, the $30 annual 
property tax on Sarah's parcel was such a burden that her father 
petitioned the Muskogee County Court to sell the land. His petition 
was denied because of restrictions placed on the land, so he was 
required to continue paying the taxes.  

To help cover this expense, Joseph Rector leased Sarah's parcel 
to the Standard Oil Company.  In 1913, an independent oil driller 
discovered  a “gusher” on the property which began to bring in 
2,500 barrels of oil a day. Rector began to receive a daily income 
of $300 from this strike. The law at the time required full-blooded 
Indians, black adults and children who were citizens of Indian 
Territory with significant property and money, to be assigned "well-
respected" white guardians. Thus, as soon as Sarah began to 
receive this windfall, there was pressure to change her 
guardianship to a local white resident.  Sarah’s allotment 
subsequently became part of the Cushing-Drumwright Oil Field 
and she received royalties of $11,567.  

As news of Sarah’s wealth spread worldwide, she began to receive 
requests for loans, money gifts, and marriage proposals, despite 
the fact that she was only 12 years old.  Given her wealth, the 
Oklahoma Legislature declared her to be a white person, so that 
she would be allowed to travel in first-class accommodations on 
the railroad, as befitted her position.  

In 1914, rumors began to fly that Sarah was a white immigrant who 
was being kept in poverty, that her estate was being mismanaged 
and that she was uneducated and had a poor quality of life. This 
caused Booker T. Washington and W.E.B. DuBois to become 
concerned about her welfare. A special agent for the National 
Association for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP) who 
had been corresponding with the Bureau of Indian Affairs and the 
U.S. Children’s Bureau sent a memo to Dubois regarding Sarah’s 
situation. He wrote of her white financial guardian: Is it not possible 
to have her cared for in a decent manner and by people of her own 
race, instead of by a member of a race which would deny her and 
her kind the treatment accorded a good yard dog? 

This prompted Dubois to establish the Children's Department of 
the NAACP, which investigated claims of white guardians who 
were suspected of depriving black children of their land and 
wealth. Washington also intervened to help the Rector family enroll 
Sarah in the Children's School, a boarding school at the Tuskegee 
Institute in Alabama.  

Sarah was already a millionaire by the time she turned 18. She 
owned stocks, bonds, a boarding house, businesses, and 2,000 
acres of prime river bottomland. At that point, she left Tuskegee 
and, with her entire family, moved to Kansas City, MO where she 
purchased a house on 12th Street, that is still there and known as 
the Rector House. 
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Richest Colored Girl (cont.) 

Sarah lived a comfortable life, enjoying her wealth. But with a bad 
business venture by her husband and the onset of the great 
depression, she lost the majority of her wealth, as did many 
wealthy Americans.  Sarah died in 1967 at the age of 65 and was 
buried in the city cemetery of her hometown of Taft. 
Postscript: The book by David Grann, Killers of the Flower Moon: The Osage 
Murders and the Birth of the FBI is an account of what happened to some of the 
wealthy Osage Indian families of Oklahoma.  Martin Scorcese’s film based on the 
book is in production. 
CAAGS Reporter: Charles Hurt, Member since 2016 
 -------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

FOREVER REMEMBER 
 

Kobe B. Bryant 
August 23, 1978 – January 26, 2020 

          He was an American professional basketball player who 
entered the National Basketball Association (NBA) as a 
shooting guard directly from high school.  He played his entire 
20-season professional career in the league with the Los 
Angeles Lakers. He won many accolades: five NBA 
championships, 18-time  All Star, 15-time member of the All-
NBA Team, 12-time member of the All-Defensive Team, 
2008 NBA Most Valuable Player (MVP), two-time NBA Finals 
MVP winner.  Widely regarded as one of the greatest players 
of all time, he led the NBA in scoring  during two seasons, 
ranks fourth on the league's all-time regular season scoring 
and all-time post season scoring list. 
          Bryant began playing basketball as a  three-year-old. 
When he was age six, his father retired from the NBA and 
moved the family to Rieti, Italy to continue playing professional 
basketball.  When Bryant was thirteen, he and his family 
returned to Pennsylvania.  Recognized as the top high-school 
basketball player in the country, upon graduation he declared 
for the 1996 NBA draft and was selected by the Charlotte 
Hornets, then traded to the Lakers. Bryant and Shaquille 
O’Neal led the Lakers to three consecutive championships 
from 200-2002.  At 34 years of age, Bryant became the 
youngest player in league history to reach 30,000 career 
points. Also, he became the all-time leading scorer in Lakers 
franchise history in 2010.  Bryant retired after the 2015-16 
season. He died at age 41, along with his 13-year-old daughter 
Gianna and seven others, in a helicopter crash in Calabasas, 
California.  
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kobe Bryant 
 

Ja'Net DuBois 
August 5, 1945 – February 17, 2020 

          Born in Brooklyn, New York, she was an American 
actress, singer–songwriter and dancer.  She was best known 
for her portrayal of Willona Woods, the neighborhood gossip 
and friend of the Evans family on the sitcom Good Times (1974 
to 1979). Also, she co–wrote and sang the theme song "Movin' 
on Up" for the sitcom, The Jeffersons.  
          DuBois began her acting career in theater during the 
early 1960s, appearing in Golden Boy with Sammy Davis Jr. 
and Louis Gossett Jr.  In 1995 she won a CableAce Award for 
Best Supporting Actress for Other Women's Children. In 1999 
and 2001 DuBois won Emmy Awards for her voice-over work 
on the animated program The PJs.  DuBois, along with the 

cast of Good Times, received The Impact Icon Award at the 
2006 TV Land Awards. 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ja’Net DuBois  
 
 

CALENDAR 
    May 3-9, 2020 
    Research Trip to Family Search Library in Salt           
    Lake City, UT 
     
    May 20 - 23, 2020 
    National Genealogical Society Conference 
    Salt Lake City, Utah; www.ngsgenealogy.org 
 
     July 7 - 9, 2020 
     Midwest African American Genealogy Institute 
     (MAAGI) Conference; Allen County Public Library 
     Ft. Wayne, IN; http://www.maagiinstitute.org/ 
 
     October 14 -17, 2020 
     Afro-American Historical & Genealogical Society 
     (AAHGS) Conference; Hampton, VA 
     https://www.aahgs.org/conference 
 
    Southern California Genealogical Society 
    Offers many webinars and user group meetings 
    https://www.scgsgenealogy.com  
   
ON-GOING 
     March 14, 2020 
     Writers Group 
     (monthly, 2nd Saturday) 
     10a.m.– noon, A.C. Bilbrew Library  
     150 East El Segundo Blvd; Los Angeles, CA  
    
     March 19, 2020 
     CAAGS Board Meeting (monthly, 3rd Thursday) 
      7p.m. call-in to 1-712-775-8972, pin 830090 
          
     March 21, 2020 
     CAGGS General Membership Meeting   
     (monthly, 3rd Saturday) 
     LDS Church of Jesus Christ 
     10623 South San Pedro; Los Angeles, CA 90003 
      
      May 23, 2020 
      CAAGS DNA Interest Group 9:00a.m.- 12:00p.m.     
      LAFHL, 10741 Santa Monica Blvd., Los Angeles 
      Bring your account username and password  
     

The calendar is subject to change without notice. 
Please check our website for current information. 

   http://www.caags.org/☎ (323) 806-5634 

 



Neither the newsletter editor nor CAAGS guarantees publication of any submission.  Submissions are due by the 
third Saturday of each month.  
 

 
FLOYD NORMAN: ANIMATOR 

 

                                                                  Floyd Norman 
          
          Born June 22, 1935, Floyd E. Norman is an  
animator, writer, and comic book artist. Over the course 
of his career, he has worked for several animation 
companies, among them Walt Disney Animation Studios, 
Hanna-Barbera Productions, and Ruby-Spears Film. 
Norman began his career in his hometown of Santa 
Barbara as an assistant at Katy Keene comic books. In 
1957, he was employed by the Walt Disney Studios on 
Sleeping Beauty as an inbetweener (an artist who 
creates the frames between two images that give the  
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Floyd Norman (cont.) 
illusion of motion).  Thus, he became the first African-
American artist to remain at the studio on a long-term 
basis. After being drafted and serving in the military, 
Norman returned to Disney in 1960 to work on One 
Hundred and One Dalmatians and The Sword and the 
Stone.  Upon seeing some of the inter-office sketches 
Norman made to entertain his co-workers, Walt Disney 
reassigned him to the story department, where he 
worked on the story for The Jungle Book.  
          After Walt Disney's death in 1966, Norman left the 
Disney studio to co-found Vignette Films, Inc., with 
business partner animator/director Leo Sullivan. Vignette 
Films, Inc. produced six animated films and was one of 
the first companies to produce films on the subject of 
black history. Norman and Sullivan worked together on 
various projects, including segments for Sesame Street 
and the original Hey, Hey, Hey, It’s Fat Albert television 
special.  In 1972, a different Fat Albert and the Cosby 
Kids Saturday morning cartoon series was produced 
for CBS.  Also in the early 1970s Norman returned to 
Disney to work on the animated feature, Robin Hood, 
and then worked on several animated television 
programs at Hanna-Barbera and Ruby-Spears. In the 
1980s he worked as a writer in the comic strip 
department at Disney and was the last scripter for  
Mickey Mouse before it was discontinued.   
          Norman worked on motion pictures for Walt 
Disney Animation Studios and Pixar, contributing 
creatively as a story artist on films such as Toy Story 
2 and Monsters, Inc. for Pixar, and Mulan, Dinosaur and   
The Hunchback of Notre Dame for Walt Disney, and 
Free Birds for Reel FX.  
          In 1999, Norman and Leo Sullivan created a 
multicultural internet site, afrokids.com, designed to 
present a variety of African-American images to children. 
Also, Norman published several books of cartoons 
inspired by his lifetime of experiences in the animation 
industry.  Additionally, he authored a semi-biographical 
animation primer: Animated Life: A Lifetime of tips, 
tricks, techniques and stories from an animation Legend.  
In 2016, Norman was the subject of a documentary, 
Floyd Norman: An Animated Life. 
          Norman was inducted into the Black Filmmakers 
Hall of Fame and was a recipient of the Winsor McCay 
Award for "recognition of lifetime or career contributions 
to the art of animation" at the 2002 Annie Awards.  in  
2007, Norman was named a Disney Legend, and in 
2016 he was appointed to the education and outreach 
committee of the Academy of Motion Pictures Arts and 
Sciences. 
 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Floyd_Norman 
CAAGS Reporter:  Charles Hurt, member since 2016 
 
 
 

 
 

PLUGGED IN 
 
Want to participate in the newly formed Website 
Committee? Contact Dr. Edna Briggs. Three members are 
needed for this vital group. http://www.caags.org  
 
Have you paid your dues?  $15 for students, $30 for 
individuals, $35 for families, $40 for organizations and 
libraries, $15 for newsletter via USPS. 
 
RESEARCH TRIP to Family Search Library in Salt Lake 
City, UT is scheduled for May 3-9, 2020. Stay tuned for 
more information, as COVID-19 impacts our lives. 
http://www.caags.org  
 
FamilySearch has formed an African Heritage team 
focused solely on helping people of African descent around 
the world  discover their homeland. You can opt-in to the 
“new” quarterly African Heritage email newsletter at 
FamilySearch African Heritage Quarterly Email Opt-In. Your 
personal information will not be shared or sold.  
 
CAAGS INTRODUCES THE GENEALOGY NOTEBOOK 
to keep your research in pristine condition for you, your 
family and the future. This coil-bound treasure is available 
with a donation of $12.50 by members and $15.00 by 
nonmembers. 
 
SUPPORT CAAGS 
Boost your meals appeal with recipes from the CAAGS 
cookbook ($10 donation). 
 
FINDING YOUR ROOTS- HENRY LOUIS GATES 
Check local listings for showings on PBS. 
 
NATIONAL GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY (NGS) offers two 
new courses: African American Roots: A Historical 
Perspective and Federal Land Research. For information, 
go to http://www.ngsgenealogy.org/ 
 
GENEALOGY MAGAZINE 
This You Tube series offers advice and tips for the family 
historian. http://www.genealogymagazine.com/ 
 
 

CAAGS FINANCIAL SUMMARY 
Month Ending February 29, 2020 

 
 
BEGINNING BALANCE….…..……......................................,$10,473.85 
INCOME…………………………...................................................882.00               
DISBURSEMENTS………………………..…….….………….........253.07 
DESIGNATED FUNDS……………………………………..........….131.22 
ENDING BALANCE…………………………….….……...........$11,035.78 

 
Shirley Hurt, Treasurer 
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QUILTING 

An African-American Tradition 
 

          The art of quilting is evidence of our rich cultural 
history. With roots in Africa, it is a time-honored 
tradition.  Among our African ancestors, the number of 
patterns and the type of cloth sometimes correlated 
with the status of the owner.  In America, quilting is as 
old as the country. On plantations, Black women were  
needed for spinning, weaving, sewing and quilting. 
Scraps of fabric from discarded feedbags, rags, 
dresses, shirts and pants were used to make many 
unique patterns. The quilts were used for bed covers 
and clothing. On a cold winter night, the warmth of a 
quilt was unsurpassed. 
          Many of the quilts told stories. But among the 
fascinating quilts that enslaved women made were the 
encoded quilts, used to assist in navigating the escape 
of slaves.  In the book, Hidden in Plain View,* the 
authors offer proof that certain quilt patterns, 
specifically “the Charleston Code,” were an integral 
tool for escape by tracing some of the trails to freedom.  
This is just another example of the creativity and 
ingenuity of our ancestors.   
          In the 21st century, quilting has taken on new 
dimensions. The artistry is difficult to adequately 
describe- the beauty, the rich colors, the new 
techniques employed.  All of this pageantry is 
breathtaking.  With the incorporation of new 
techniques, varied textured fabric, and different media, 
quilting is an art like no other!  There are even social 
commentary quilts that pay homage to civil rights 
leaders and modern legends like Travon Martin.  
          Among America’s outstanding contemporary 
quilters are The African American Quilters of Los 
Angeles (AAQLA).  Their  recent show displayed over 
280 beautiful quilts, wall hangings, wearable art, and 
other items.  This year, the biennial event was entitled 
Faith, Family & Fellowship and was held at the Carson 
Community Center. In CAAGS there are several 
talented quilters: Norma Bates and Tommie Mallet 
(quilters of the distinctive CAAGS quilt), Jamesetta 
Hammons,  Lloydine Outen, Marjorie Sholes and 
others.  If you ever have the  opportunity to attend an 
African American Quilters Show, by all means, GO! 
It is a feast for the eyes and a comfort to the spirit. 
 
*Hidden in Plain View:  A Secret Story of Quilts and the Underground 
Railroad by Jacqueline Tobin and Raymond Dotard 
 
CAAGS reporter: Carolyn Khadija Connor, member since 1992 
 
 

 
 

CALENDAR 
The COVID-19 pandemic has impacted these events. 

Check online for latest information. 
   
 May 3-9, 2020 
    Research Trip to Family Search Library 
    Salt Lake City, UT; www.caags.org/ 
 May 20 - 23, 2020 
    National Genealogical Society Conference 
    Salt Lake City, Utah; www.ngsgenealogy.org 
 July 7 - 9, 2020 
     Midwest African American Genealogy Institute 
     (MAAGI) Conference; Allen County Public Library 
     Ft. Wayne, IN; http://www.maagiinstitute.org/ 
 September 2-5, 2020 
     Federation of Genealogical Societies (FGS) 
     Kansas City, MO; www.fgs.org/ 
 October 14 -17, 2020 
     Afro-American Historical & Genealogical Society 
     (AAHGS) Conference; Hampton, VA 
     https://www.aahgs.org/conference 
 February 3 – 6, 2021 
     ROOTS TECH 2021 
     Salt Lake City, UT 
 May 27 – 30, 2021 
    Southern California Genealogical Society 
    Coming To America 
    https://www.scgsgenealogy.com  
   
ONGOING 
     April 16, 2020 
     CAAGS Board Meeting (monthly, 3rd Thursday) 
      7p.m. call-in to 1-712-775-8972, pin 830090 
 
TEMPORARILY SUSPENDED 
  Writers Group 
     (monthly, 2nd Saturday) 
     10a.m.– noon, A.C. Bilbrew Library  
     150 East El Segundo Blvd; Los Angeles, CA  
  CAGGS General Membership Meeting   
     (monthly, 3rd Saturday) 
     LDS Church of Jesus Christ 
     10623 South San Pedro; Los Angeles, CA 90003 
 CAAGS DNA Interest Group 9:00a.m.- 12:00p.m.     
     LAFHL, 10741 Santa Monica Blvd., Los Angeles 
     Bring your account username and password  
 

The calendar is subject to change without notice. 
Please check our website for current information. 

   http://www.caags.org/☎ (323) 806-5634 
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FOREVER REMEMBERED 
 

Katherine Coleman Johnson 
August 26, 1918- February 24, 2020 

          Johnson graduated from West Virginia State 
College summa cum laude in 1937 in mathematics 
and French, at age 18. She was one of three African-
American students, and the only woman, selected to 
integrate the graduate school of West Virginia 
University.  
           She worked as a mathematician at Langley 
Memorial Aeronautical Laboratory in a pool of women 
performing math calculations, known as virtual 
"computers who wore skirts."  From 1958 until her 
retirement in 1986, Johnson worked as a National 
Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA) 
aerospace technologist.  
            At NASA, Johnson calculated the trajectory for 
the 1961 space flight of Alan Shepard, the first 
American in space, and John Glenn asked for her 
specifically, refusing to fly unless Johnson verified the 
calculations for his orbit around the moon. When the 
1970 Apollo 13 moon mission was aborted, her work 
helped set a safe and accurate path for the crew's 
return to earth. Johnson recalled, "Everybody was 
concerned about them getting there. We were 
concerned about them getting back."  
         In the 2016 movie, Hidden Figures, Johnson 
was portrayed by Taraji P. Henson. 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Katherine_Johnson 
  

Barbara Elaine Smith 
August 24, 1949 – February 22, 2020 

          Born in Everson, Pennsylvania, she was known 
professionally as B. Smith, an American restaurateur, 
model, author, businesswoman and television host.  
In the mid-1960s, Smith modeled in the Ebony 
Fashion Fair and with the Wilhemina Model agency.  
She was the first African-American model to be 
featured on the cover of Mademoiselle magazine.  
          The owner of multiple restaurants called B. Smith, 
she opened the first in New York City, followed by Sag 
Harbor, New York and then the historic Beaux-Arts 
Union Station restaurant in Washington D.C.   
           Her weekly television show, B.Smith With 
Style, debuted in 1997.  In 2001 she debuted her first 
home collection at Bed Bath and Beyond.  Her books 
include B. Smith's Entertaining and Cooking for 
Friends (1995), B. Smith's Rituals and 
Celebrations (1999), and B. Smith Cooks Southern 
Style (2009). 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/B._Smith 
 

 
 

WHO ARE THE BEMANS? 
          Middletown’s Beman family were abolitionist 
contemporaries of Harriet Tubman and Frederick 
Douglass and leaders of free African-American 
communities in Connecticut, but their contributions to 
Connecticut and national history have largely been 
forgotten in modern historical consciousness. The 
Bemans were members of one of the first generations of 
freed slaves and played a critical role bridging the gap 
between “their enslaved fathers and their educated and 
prominent sons. These African Americans laid a 
foundation that paved the way for a generation of 
leaders.” 
          Middletown’s Beman family were descended from 
Caesar Beman, a slave in Colchester. In 1781, Caesar 
Beman volunteered to fight in place of his master, John 
Isham, and was subsequently granted his freedom. 
Instead of taking Isham’s last name, as was the practice 
for freed slaves at the time, Caesar Beman created his 
own name based on the words “Be a Man.”         
          In 1830, Caesar Beman’s son, Jehiel, became the 
first regular pastor at the Cross Street AME Zion church 
and quickly became a cornerstone of the free African- 
American community in Middletown, fighting tirelessly to 
abolish slavery. Another son, Leverett Beman, was 
equally involved in the abolitionist movement and is 
responsible for what is now known as the Beman 
Triangle. 
          In 1834, Jehiel Beman founded the Middletown 
Anti-Slavery society. At the time, anti-slavery 
movements were controversial, and the first meetings of 
both white and black abolitionist groups were met with 
violence.  That same year, Jehiel’s second wife Nancy 
and Leverett’s wife, Clarissa, founded one of the first 
African-American women abolitionist movements — the 
Colored Female Anti-Slavery Society of Middletown.  
          The Bemans wrote essays and created petitions 
to advocate for the end of slavery, and they also took 
serious risks aiding escaped slaves. The family, in 
collaboration with prominent white Middletown 
businessmen Jesse Baldwin and Benjamin Douglas, 
became conductors on the underground railroad despite 
the fact that the 1850 Fugitive Slave Act criminalized 
helping escaped slaves. 
           The Bemans were in Middletown from 1830 to 
1916, and were at the forefront for the struggle to end 
Southern slavery. Also. they were at the forefront of the 
underground railroad and the fight for the right to vote. 
They were Middletown’s most prominent and important 
abolitionists and proponents for equal rights in the 19th 
century. 
Article revised from an article By Kathleen McWilliams, The Hartford 
Courant, 09/28/2019  
CAAGS Reporter: Akosua Hobert-Pierce, member since 2016 
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BLACK & BLUE 

 
Enslaved Africans built America, and at the very core of 
slavery was the retention of the free labor that had 
accumulated fortunes for slave owners. To protect that wealth, 
owners hired slave patrols to capture escapees, extinguish 
uprisings and revolts, and generally create an atmosphere of 
terror.  In the 1700s, these slave patrols were the beginning of 
policing in the South. In the 1800s the slave patrols evolved 
into police departments.  By the 1900s, in some places the Ku 
Klux Klan assisted police in cracking down on black 
Americans, enforcing racial segregation and suppressing calls 
for equality. In the North, police departments grew out of 
colonial watch programs.1  

 

“The business of arresting Blacks became very lucrative in 
1866, one years after ratification of the 13th Amendment (the 
Amendment ending slavery).  Alabama, Texas, Louisiana, 
Arkansas, Georgia, Mississippi, Florida, Tennessee, and South 
Carolina began to lease out convicts for labor (peonage).  
Therefore, hundreds of white men were hired by these states 
as police officers. Their primary responsibility was to search 
out and arrest Blacks who were in violation of Black Codes.  It 
is believed that after the passing of the 13th Amendment, more 
than 800,000 Blacks were part of the system of peonage, or re-
enslavement through the prison system. 
 
The 13th Amendment states “neither slavery nor involuntary 
servitude could occur except as a punishment for a crime.” 
Lawmakers used this phrase to make petty offenses crimes. 
When Blacks were found guilty of committing these crimes, 
they were imprisoned and then leased out to the same 
businesses that lost slaves after the passing of the 13th 
Amendment.  Once arrested, men, women and children were 
leased to plantations where they harvested cotton, tobacco, 
sugar cane. Also, they were leased to work in coal mines or for 
railroad companies. The owners of these businesses paid the 
state for every prisoner who worked for them (prison labor).   
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The majority of white southern farmers and business owners 
[detested] the 13th Amendment because it took away slave 
labor. As a way to appease them, the federal government 
turned a blind eye when southern states used this clause in the 
13th Amendment to establish laws called Black Codes. 
 
Here are some examples of Black Codes: 
In Louisiana, it was illegal for a black man to preach to black 
congregations without special permission in writing from the 
president of the police. If caught, he could be arrested and 
fined. If he could not pay the fines, which were unbelievably 
high, he would be forced to work for an individual, or go to jail 
or prison where he would work until his debt was paid. If a 
black person did not have a job, he or she could be arrested 
and imprisoned on the charge of vagrancy or loitering.  
In South Carolina, if the parent of a black child were 
considered vagrant, the judicial system allowed the 
police/other government agencies to “apprentice” the child to 
an "employer". Males could be held until the age of 21, and 
females could be held until they were 18. Their owner had the 
legal right to inflict punishment on the child for disobedience, 
and to recapture them if they ran away. Peonage didn’t end 
until after World War II began, around 1940.  
 
Peonage is an example of systemic racism - racism 
established and perpetuated by government systems. Slavery 
was made legal by the U.S. Government. Segregation, Black 
Codes, Jim Crow and peonage were all made legal by the 
government, and upheld by the judicial system. These acts of 
racism were built into the system, which is how the term 
“Systemic Racism” was derived.”2 

 
This article:  
1 Referenced Policing, CBS, Sunday Morning, June 27, 2020 
2 Reprinted from Facebook post by Chaquenta L. Neal, June 19, 2020, 
WHAT THEY LEFT OUT! #Juneteenth 
 
                  ------------------------------------------------ 

Blackstone Acquires Ancestry.com 
Blackstone Group Inc. acquired a majority stake in 
Ancestry.com Inc., the business known for family history 
research and DNA testing.  The deal is valued at $4.7 billion. 
It’s the first acquisition by Blackstone’s largest ever private 
equity fund.  GIC Pte. have been the majority owners of 
Ancestry.com since 2016. Blackstone now will own about 75% 
and GIC will still hold about 25% of Ancestry.com. 
Bloomberg;	Heather	Perlburg;,	August	5,	2020	

Georgia’s Senate Bill 372 
          Jan Meisels Allen, Chairperson of the IAJGS Public 
Records Access Monitoring Committee writes the following. On 
June 18, 2020, the Georgia House of Representatives passed 
SB 372.  The bill changes the birth records embargo from 100 
years to 125 years; death, marriage and divorce records are 
changed from 75 years to 100 years.  This means you can still 
get the certificates if the person is deceased and you are a 
child/grandchild.  However, if you are not in the direct parental 
line you are affected.  
          Thousands of genealogists who have legitimate reasons 
for vital records, not prying curiosity, are affected.  Also 
historians and other researchers who study the usable past are 
affected.  Moreover, it affects people who are not in direct 
parental line, such as researchers in African-American 
genealogy who want to recover information about their 
ancestors. There is no logical, reasonable, or ethical reason for 
this cash grab in the guise of protecting identity, says Meisels. 

PLUGGED IN 
 
THE FUNERAL PROGRAM PROJECT, directed by Andrae 
Frierson, continues collecting  programs for web publication. 
 
GENEALOGY SERVICES 
Charlotte Bocage has a passion for genealogy and offers 
assistance in finding your family.  Also, she mentors and 
lectures. If you need her help, contact the newsletter editor. 
 
Members are needed for the new Website Committee. 
Contact Dr. Edna Briggs at http://www.caags.org 
 
CAAGS election of officers will occur later this year. Think 
about running for office or nominating someone. 
 
The FamilySearch African Heritage team helps those of 
African descent discover their homeland.  Opt-in at 
FamilySearch African Heritage Quarterly Email Opt-In  
 
THE CAAGS GENEALOGY NOTEBOOK  keeps your 
research in pristine condition for you, your family and the 
future. This coil-bound treasure is available with a donation of 
$12.50 by members and $15.00 by nonmembers. 
 
SUPPORT CAAGS 
The CAAGS cookbook is available ($10 donation). 
 
FINDING YOUR ROOTS- HENRY LOUIS GATES 
Check local listings for showings on PBS. 
 
NATIONAL GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY (NGS) offers two 
new courses: African American Roots: A Historical Perspective 
and Federal Land Research. For information, go to 
http://www.ngsgenealogy.org/ 
 
NEW YORK GENEALOGICAL & BIOGRAPHICAL SOCIETY 
(NYG&B) is the largest and oldest genealogical society in the 
state. Free resources, talks, webinars, events are available. 
https://www.newyorkfamilyhistory.org/ 
 
GENEALOGY MAGAZINE 
This YouTube series offers advice and tips for the family 
historian. http://www.genealogymagazine.com/ 
                ------------------------------------------------------ 

FOREVER REMEMBERED 
Herman Cain 

December 13, 1945 – July 30, 2020 
          A business executive, writer, and Tea Party activist, Cain 
graduated from Morehouse College in mathematics and 
Purdue University in computer science. Also, he worked full-
time for the U.S. Navy.  In 1977, he joined the Pillsbury 
Company where his success as a business executive 
at Burger King prompted Pillsbury to appoint him as chairman 
and CEO of Godfather's Pizza from 1986 to 1996. 
          Cain was chairman of the Federal Reserve Bank of 
Kansas City Omaha Branch from 1989 to 1991, a senior 
economic adviser to Bob Dole’s presidential campaign, and 
president and CEO of the National Restaurant Association 
from 1996 to 1999. 
          Cain announced his 2012 Republican presidential 
candidacy with his 9–9–9 tax plan.  In 2020  he was a co-
chairman of Black Voices for Trump. 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Herman_Cain 
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FOREVER REMEMBERED (cont.) 

 
JOHN ROBERT LEWIS 

February 21, 1940 – July 17, 2020 
          John Lewis was an American politician and civil rights 
leader who served in the U.S. House of Representatives for 
Georgia’s 5th congressional district from 1987 until his death in 
2020.  A graduate of the American Baptist Theological 
Seminary and ordained minister, he also received a bachelor's 
degree in religion and philosophy from Fisk University.   
          Lewis served as the chairman of the Student Nonviolent 
Coordinating Committee (SNCC) from 1963 to 1966.  He was 
one of the ”Big Six” leaders of groups that organized the 1963 
March on Washington and fulfilled many key roles in the civil 
rights movement to end legalized racial segregation. In 1965, 
Lewis led the first of three Selma marches across the Edmund 
Pettus Bridge. In an incident known as Bloody Sunday, state 
troopers and police attacked the marchers, including Lewis. 
          Among Lewis’ numerous honors are the John F. 
Kennedy Library Foundation Profile in Courage Award for his 
extraordinary courage, leadership and commitment to civil 
rights, a lifetime achievement award given out only twice; the 
NAACP Spingarn Medal; the Presidential Medal of Freedom 
awarded by President Barack Obama in 2011. 
          Lewis is the first African-American lawmaker to lie in 
state at the U. S. Capitol Rotunda. At the funeral, Presidents 
Clinton and Bush spoke, and Carter sent a written eulogy. 
President Obama delivered an oral eulogy.  
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Lewis_(civil_rights_leader) 
 

PATRICIA EVA “BONNIE” POINTER 
                            July 11, 1950 – June 8, 2020 
          More than 50 years ago, the four Pointer Sisters began 
singing in their hometown church in Oakland, California, where 
their father ministered. Bonnie Pointer and youngest sister, 
June, began singing professionally in 1969. They later 
recruited older sisters Anita and Ruth. 
          The Pointer sisters debuted their first album in 1973 and 
won their first Grammy Award for "Fairytale" in 1974. Bonnie 
recorded five albums with her sisters before pursuing a solo 
career. She signed with Motown and scored her biggest solo 
hit with the 1978 disco track, "Heaven Must Have Sent You."  
Anita Pointer credited Bonnie for the success of their musical 
family, stating "The Pointer Sisters never would have 
happened had it not been for Bonnie." 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bonnie_Pointer 
  

CORDY TINDELL VIVIAN 
July 30, 1924 – July 17, 2020 

C. T. Vivian was a distinguished minister, author, organizer 
and public speaker at the United Nations and many 
conferences around the country and the world. A leader in the 
Civil Rights Movement and friend to Martin Luther King, Jr., he 
participated in Freedom Rides and sit-ins across the U.S.  
Vivian also helped found numerous civil rights organizations, 
including Vision, the National Anti-Klan Network, and the 
Center for Democratic Renewal. In 2012, he returned to serve 
as interim President of the Southern Christian Leadership 
Conference. President Barack Obama named Vivian a 
recipient of the Presidential Medal in August 2013.  
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/C._T._Vivian 
 
 
 

 
 

2020-21 CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
The COVID-19 pandemic has impacted these events. 

Check online for latest information. 
   
 September 2-5, 2020 
     Federation of Genealogical Societies (FGS) 
     Virtual Conference      
     Kansas City, MO; www.fgs.org/ 
 October 14 -17, 2020 
     Afro-American Historical & Genealogical Society 
     (AAHGS) Virtual Conference 
     Hampton, VA 
     https://www.aahgs.org/conference 
May 19-22, 2021 
    National Genealogical Society 
    family history conference, Richmond, VA 
    www.ngsgenealogy.org 
May 27 – 30, 2021 
    Southern California Genealogical Society 
    “Coming To America” 
    https://www.scgsgenealogy.com  
July  6- 8, 2021 
     Midwest African American Genealogy Institute 
     (MAAGI) Conference; Allen County Public Library 
     Ft. Wayne, IN; http://www.maagiinstitute.org/  
Fall 2021   
     ROOTS TECH 2021 moved from February to     
     Fall 2021 because of COVID-19 
     London, England 
     www.rootstech.org 
   
ONGOING 
  CAAGS Board Meeting (monthly, 3rd Thursday) 
    September 17, 2020; 7p.m. call-in 
  CAAGS General Membership Meeting   
     September 19, 2020 at 10A.M. via Zoom, details to follow  
     (monthly, 3rd Saturday) 
     LDS Church of Jesus Christ (when in person) 
     10623 South San Pedro; Los Angeles, CA 90003 
  CAAGS DNA Interest Group (S. California Genealogical Society)   
     August 29, 2020; 10A.M.–12 noon, Special webinar via Zoom 
     “DNA Discoveries from Different Cultures”     
      Register with $5,50 donation and receive confirmation email  
          https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/rW/35309024367557644 
          Remember your account username and password  
  Writers Group (no in-person meetings, information to follow) 
      (monthly, 2nd Saturday) 
      10a.m.– noon, A.C. Bilbrew Library  
      150 East El Segundo Blvd; Los Angeles, CA  

The calendar is subject to change without notice. 
Please check our website for current information. 

   http://www.caags.org/☎ (323) 806-5634 

 
CAAGS FINANCIAL SUMMARY 

Month Ending May 31, 2020 
 
 
BEGINNING BALANCE….…..……......................................,$10,276.78 
INCOME…………………………...................................................455.00               
DISBURSEMENTS………………………..…….….…………...........50.00 
DESIGNATED FUNDS……………………………………..........….131.22 
ENDING BALANCE…………………………….….……...........$10,681.78 

 
Shirley Hurt, Treasurer 



 
 
     Visit us at www.caags.org and follow us on Facebook, California African American Genealogical Society 
 

4 

The Freedman’s Bank and Freedmen’s Bureau 
(A Julie Huffman Zoom Lecture to CAAGS on June 21, 2020) 

 
Identifying pre-civil war slave ancestors can be daunting, 
according to Julie Huffman, Genealogy Librarian at the Los 
Angeles Public Library. In this edition, we’ll look at the 
Freedman’s Bank, and in the October edition we’ll look at the 
Freedmen’s Bureau. Because slaves were not named in official 
documents like the census, the Bank and Bureau records can 
sometimes tie a slave ancestor to their former owners. Then, 
the owners can be researched in official records.  
 
These two institutions were distinct.  The Freedman’s Bank 
was a private institution not protected by the government, and 
the Freedmen’s Bureau was a public, government institution. 
For a brief history, details on locations of bank branches, 
states with bureau branches, and how to access records, 
consult the email handouts sent prior to the lecture.   
 
The Bank and the Bureau were created at the end of the civil 
war to help former slaves adjust to life as free people, and the 
documents can be used today to help identify African-
American ancestors. Just put yourself in the shoes of these 
African Americans, and you'll get an idea of why these two 
organizations were vital.  One day you're a slave; the next 
you're free. But you can't read or write;  you don't have a job; 
your home was based on the plantation you no longer belong 
to; you have no money and you have no food.  You walk out 
the door a free person, which is great.  But what tools do you 
have for what you're walking into?  So, the  Freedman’s Bank 
and the Freedmen's Bureau were efforts to help these newly 
freed people gain the skills to survive. Since many had never 
held money and the notion of saving for the future was an alien 
concept, the Bank encourage them to save their money.   
 
The National Archives has the original Freedmen's Bureau 
documents in paper form and the Family History Library has  
these documents on microfilm. Today, volunteers with the 
Family History Library have completed the monumental names 
indexing project and we can now search the records of the 
Freedmen’s Bureau using name keyword searching.  Also, the 
National Museum of African American History and Culture and 
the Smithsonian's Transcription Center is currently working to 
transcribe all the words in a document so that everything will 
be keyword searchable. The entirety of the Freedman's Bank 
records have not been digitized and are not available online. 
The indexing is usually done by humans who are reading 
almost illegible handwritten records and trying to discern the 
accurate information. They then put what they interpret to be a 
name or place into the computer index database so it will be 
recognized and findable when people enter those keywords.  
Improper indexing can be a hindrance in finding your people, 
but don't give up. If typing in a name doesn't trigger a record, 
try again using a different database. Also, browse through 
digitized records page by page, browse your ancestor’s town  
page by page, browse other sub-group accounts from 1865 to 
1874, look at all the people in the community with bank 
records. You might run into family members of the person 
you're searching for, people you didn't think of. 
 
Ms. Huffman urged all to temper expectations when it comes to 
the bank records, because in the beginning of the civil war 
there were about 4.4 million African Americans, both slaves 
and free people, and ultimately the Freedman’s Bank had 

about 72,000 depositors.  So, only 1 1/2% of the African 
American population used the bank and they were usually the 
people who lived in those branch towns/larger southern towns.  
 
Although the Freedman’s bank began with good intentions, 
because of mismanagement and fraud it collapsed just nine 
years after it was created.   It operated from 1865 to 1874 and 
there were 33 bank branches, mostly in bigger cities in the 
southern states. Out of those 33,  only 29 have records 
remaining; four of them had their records lost or misplaced.   
The physical copies of  the Freedman’s Bank records are 
located at the National Archives in College Park, MD.  There 
are 19 sets of documents related to this bank and it's called 
record group 101.  The 19 record sets include a huge variety of 
bank related documents, but the ones available for us to see 
most often are the depositor signature books.   
 
So how do we access these bank records? Old school, one 
can go in person to the National Archives location in Maryland, 
after contacting them, or go to the Los Angeles Public Library 
and get the index to deposit registers.  Find your person 
alphabetically by name,  get the account number, and then 
look at the microfilm set that is the signature book collection; 
these are organized by account number.  The best way, 
however, is to use one of the big online databases at 
FamilySearch (free), ancestry.com or Heritage Quest. With the 
digitized and computer indexed records, you can, in theory, 
type the name of your ancestor, maybe a location where you 
think they were living when the war ended, and find a record.  
 
Ms. Huffman demonstrated how to search for an ancestor, 
using Henderson Hill as an example. Following a basic 
genealogy principle, she looked in the 1870 census, a starting 
point because it is the first census that names all Americans. A 
free man would probably be listed in the1860 census, so she 
looked there next.  Since he was not located, she surmised 
that Hill probably was a slave before the war ended.  
  
We saw a Freedman’s Bank signature card for Hill and saw 
that he opened  an account on September 24, 1867.  The 
signature card is the most useful document in these searches.  
It was initially completed by a person who wanted to open a 
bank account.  Of particular interest is the field that lists the 
name of the master and the mistress.  It was determined that 
A.J. Johnson and S.J. Henson were probably the owners and a 
good starting point.  In the 1860 census, they and Hill lived in 
the same town. Looking at the list of household members, 
something really catches the eye. There's an older woman 
named Lucy Hill. So, this looks like a relevant record.  Also, as 
a next step, one could look for slave schedules for A.J. 
Johnson. Did he own slaves in 1860?  Are there  plantation 
records or archives?  if he had a small farm with a few slaves, 
then his records might not be in an archive.  If, however, he 
had a big plantation, the chances are better that those records 
went to an archive.  Also, one could look for probates or wills 
related to Johnson.  Ms. Huffman stated  that she had been 
very successful with wills in searching for slave ancestors.   
Also, she suggested investigating Lucy Hill, since she and 
Henderson share a last name. Perhaps Henderson was 
originally her slave or her husband’s slave. So, this 
Freedman’s Bank record is a good starting point for information 
on Henderson Hill by looking at the white people surrounding 
him pre civil war.   
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THE VOTE 

 

 
19th century engraving of recently emancipated New Orleans black 
men participating in an 1867 election (Photo: Wikimedia) 
 
The 21st century struggle for equal voting rights is not new. For 
decades state legislatures restricted voting to white male 
landowners, and Christian men in some states. Over the 
decades, entrenched powers denied power to the less 
powerful-  women and African Americans. 
 
In the early 19th century, some states dropped the property 
requirement for voting.  Later, during Reconstruction, the 15th 
Amendment, ensuring the right to vote regardless of race, was 
passed.  In the decades that followed, many states, particularly 
in the South, used poll taxes and literacy tests to deliberately 
reduce voting among African-American men. 
 
With the ratification of the 19th amendment to the Constitution, 
women nationwide won the right to vote in 1920. Earlier in the 
20th century, women could only vote in a handful of states. 
 
In the 1960s, particularly in the South, some measures (literacy 
tests, poll taxes, English-language requirements….) aimed at 
suppressing the vote among people of color, immigrants and 
low-income populations. 
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In March 1965, activists organized protest marches from 
Selma, Alabama, to the state capital of Montgomery to 
spotlight the issue of black voting rights. The first march came 
to be known as “Bloody Sunday.” After thousands finally made 
the journey on March 24th, nationwide attention was focused 
on the issue. Thus began a new era of the voting rights 
struggle, with the voting age reduced from 21 to 18, and voting 
protections for language minorities and those with disabilities. 
 
Following the Alabama marches, Congress passed the Voting 
Rights Act. President Lyndon Johnson signed the measure 
with Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., Rosa Parks, and John Lewis at 
his side. In addition to barring many of the policies and 
practices that states used to limit voting, the Voting Rights Act 
included provisions that required states and local jurisdictions 
with a historical pattern of suppressing voting rights based on 
race to submit election law changes to the U.S. Justice 
Department for approval (or “preclearance”). 
 
In the ensuing decades, the preclearance provisions proved to 
be a remarkably effective means of discouraging state and 
local officials from erecting new barriers to voting, stopping the 
most egregious policies from going forward, and providing 
communities and civil rights advocates advance notice of 
proposed changes that might suppress the vote. 
 
Fresh resistance to voter enfranchisement occurred in 2013 
when the Supreme Court gutted the Voting Rights Act in its 
ruling on Shelby County v. Holder.  This paved the way for 
states with a history of voter suppression to enact restrictive 
laws. An astounding 23 states created new obstacles to voting 
(voter identification requirements, language translation 
barriers, voter roll purges, polling place closures and 
consolidations, lack of funding for elections, provisional ballot 
requirements, reduced early voting, reduced voting hours, poor 
training of poll workers, partisan election administrators, 
creation of at-large local offices to dilute the minority 
vote).These activities have a demonstrable and 
disproportionate effect on underrepresented populations. 
  
After Donald Trump was elected president, despite losing the 
popular vote, he and his supporters made claims that large 
numbers of people voted illegally. A Washington Post analysis 
found only four documented cases of voter fraud out of 135 
million ballots cast in the 2016 election. 
 
A 2018 USA Today analysis found that election officials 
recently closed thousands of polling places, with a 
disproportionate impact on communities of color. The polling 
place closures are an example of how states and localities 
have continued to try to suppress the votes of targeted 
populations. In 2018, for example, the Georgia Senate passed 
bills cutting voting hours in Atlanta (where African Americans 
are 54 percent of the population) and restricting early voting on 
weekends. The latter measure was seen by many as a not-so-
subtle attempt to target nonpartisan “Souls to the Polls” events 
organized by black churches to get their congregations to vote 
on Sunday after church. Both Georgia measures were 
subsequently defeated in the state Assembly. 
 
According to recent estimates, 116 million voters—nearly half 
the eligible voting population (49.7 percent)—cast ballots in the 
2018 elections. Not only did voter turnout set a 100-year record 
for midterm races, but the election saw record numbers of 

women and candidates of color running at all levels. In 
addition, voters approved a number of important state ballot 
measures aimed at expanding the electorate and making it 
easier to vote. 
http://carnegie.org/topics/topic-articles/voting-rights/voting-rights-timeline 
                         ____________________________ 

FOREVER REMEMBERED 
 

RITA JANE FLOWERS 
On Friday, August 28th, we learned of the passing of our 
longstanding CAAGS member, Rita Flowers.  Memorial services 
were held at Greater Missionary Baptist Church on September 11th 
and streamed via YouTube at www.bit.ly/ritajaneflowers  
 

CHADWICK BOSEMAN 
November 29, 1976 – August 28, 2020 

An actor, director and producer, Boseman studied directing 
at Howard University.  He landed his first major role as a series 
regular on Persons Unknown (2010). Boseman's breakthrough 
performance came as baseball player Jackie Robinson in the 
biographical film 42 (2013). He continued to portray historical 
figures, starring in Get on Up (2014) as singer James 
Brown and Marshall (2017) as Supreme Court Justice Thurgood 
Marshall. Boseman achieved international fame for playing 
superhero Black Panther in the Marvel Cinematic Universe (MCU) 
from 2016 to 2019. He appeared in four MCU films, including 
an eponymous 2018 film that earned him an NAACP Image 
Award for Outstanding Actor in a Motion Picture and a Screen 
Actors Guild Award for Outstanding Performance by a Cast in a 
Motion Picture. His final film, Ma Rainey's Black Bottom, is 
scheduled to be released posthumously. 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chadwick_Boseman 
 

WILBUR JAMES COBB 
January 20, 1929 – May 24, 2020 

A jazz drummer,  He was part of Miles Davis’ First Great Sextet.  
Cobb joined Davis in 1957 after Cannonball Adderley 
recommended him. At the time of his death, he had been the 
band's last surviving member for nearly thirty years. He was 
awarded an NEA Jazz Masters Fellowship in 2009. Cobb's best 
known recorded work is on Davis' Kind of Blue (1959). He also 
played on other Davis albums, among them Sketches of Spain 
(1960) and Someday My Prince Will Come (1961).  
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jimmy_Cobb 

 
STANLEY CROUCH 

December 14, 1945 – September 16, 2020 
Stanley Lawrence Crouch was born in Los Angeles. A poet, music 
and cultural critic, syndicated columnist, novelist, and biographer, 
he was known for his jazz criticism and his 2000 novel Don't the 
Moon Look Lonesome?  As a child he was a voracious reader, 
having read the complete works of Ernest Hemingway, Mark 
Twain, F. Scott Fitzgerald, and many of the other classics of 
American literature by the time he finished high school. 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Stanley_Crouch 
          _________________________________________ 

 
CAAGS FINANCIAL SUMMARY 

Month Ending August 31, 2020 
 
BEGINNING BALANCE...…..……........................................$10,052.83 
INCOME………………………….....................................................70.01               
DISBURSEMENTS………………………..…….….…………...........00.00 
DESIGNATED FUNDS……………………………………..........….131.22 
ENDING BALANCE…………………………….….……...........$10,122.84 

 
Shirley Hurt, Treasurer 
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PLUGGED IN 
The  Annual Membership Directory will be distributed 
electronically because of the pandemic. 
 
THANK YOU NORMA BATES for your generosity in assuring 
that CAAGS stays current with a ZOOM membership! 
 
THE FUNERAL PROGRAM PROJECT accepts scanned 
obituaries (both sides). Put each program in a separate file named 
with the deceased’s name, followed by the name of the contributor. 
Email to andraefrierson@gmail.com.. 
 
GENEALOGY SERVICES 
Charlotte Bocage has a passion for genealogy and offers 
assistance in finding your family.  Also, she mentors and lectures. 
If you need her help, contact the newsletter editor.  
 
CALLING ALL TECHIES for the Website Committee. Contact 
Dr. Edna Briggs at http://www.caags.org 
 
CAAGS members will provide genealogy help for The Family 
History Center in Los Angeles on Mondays from 1 to 3p.m. 
and on Thursdays from 9a.m. to 3p.m  
 
CAAGS ELECTION OF OFFICERS will occur later this year. 
Think about running for office or nominating someone. 
 
The Los Angeles Family Search Library has a new website: 
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Los_Angeles_FamilySearch_Library/O
nline_Consultation 
 
Participate in the October Mask Contest by wearing a distinctive 
mask (no plain blue or white) at the monthly CAAGS  Zoom 
meeting. Receive a gift card. 
 
You are invited by the CAAGS Writers Group to write a few 
paragraphs about your family or a family member and read it at  
the monthly meeting. 
 
THE CAAGS GENEALOGY NOTEBOOK  keeps your research in 
pristine condition.  This treasure is available with a donation of 
$12.50 by members and $15.00 by nonmembers. 
 
The CAAGS cookbook is an asset to foodies ($10 donation). 
 
The public can now explore more than 1.5 million historical 
newspaper images online and free of charge. The latest 
machine learning experience from Library of Congress 
Labs, Newspaper Navigator allows users to search visual content 
in American newspapers dating from 1789 to 1963. 
https://blog.eogn.com/2020/09/16/library-of-congress-launches-new-too 
 
The FamilySearch African Heritage Team helps those of African 
descent discover their homeland.  Opt-in at FamilySearch African 
Heritage Quarterly Email Opt-In 
 
FINDING YOUR ROOTS- HENRY LOUIS GATES 
Check local listings for showings on PBS. 
 
NATIONAL GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY (NGS) offers two new 
courses: African American Roots: A Historical Perspective and 
Federal Land Research. For information, go to 
http://www.ngsgenealogy.org/ 
 
NEW YORK GENEALOGICAL & BIOGRAPHICAL SOCIETY 
(NYG&B) is the largest and oldest genealogical society in the 
state. Free resources, talks, webinars, events are available. 
https://www.newyorkfamilyhistory.org/ 

 
GENEALOGY MAGAZINE on YouTube offers advise to  
family historians. http://www.genealogymagazine.com 
 
AncestryDNA  has released a more detailed DNA update by 
splitting previous regions into two smaller and more precise 
regions.  Europe, Africa and Asia now have updated algorithms 
and expanded size and diversity of the populations in its reference 
panel. The United Kingdom, Ireland, Italy, China, Japan, the 
Philippines, Eastern Europe, and Southern Africa have been 
broken down this way. 
 
 

2020-21 CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
Because of COVID-19, check online for latest information 

   
October 14 -17, 2020 
     Afro-American Historical & Genealogical Society 
     (AAHGS) Virtual Conference 
     Hampton, VA 
     https://www.aahgs.org/conference 
 
February 25-27 , 2021 
     Roots Tech (free, virtual) 
     World’s Largest Family History Conference              
    https://www.rootstech.org/?lang=eng 
 
May 19-22, 2021 
    National Genealogical Society 
    family history conference, Richmond, VA 
    www.ngsgenealogy.org 
 
May 27 – 30, 2021  “Coming To America” 
June 4-5, 2021 “The Genes of Your Family” 
June 11-12, 2021 Jamboree “The Stars of your Family” 
    Southern California Genealogical Society 
    https://www.scgsgenealogy.com  
 
July  6- 8, 2021 
     Midwest African American Genealogy Institute 
     (MAAGI) Conference; Allen County Public Library 
     Ft. Wayne, IN; http://www.maagiinstitute.org/  
 
ONGOING 
  CAAGS Board Meeting (monthly, 3rd Thursday) 
    September 17, 2020; 7p.m. call-in 
  CAAGS General Membership Meeting   
     September 19, 2020 at 10A.M. via Zoom, details to follow  
     (monthly, 3rd Saturday) 
     LDS Church of Jesus Christ (when in person) 
     10623 South San Pedro; Los Angeles, CA 90003 
  CAAGS DNA Interest Group (S. California Genealogical Society)   
     October 31, 2020- 10:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. (Online webinar) 
     $5.50 to register at https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/rt/104 
     1489707131655456    
     Remember your account username and password  
  Writers Group (no in-person meetings, information to follow) 
      (monthly, 2nd Saturday) 
      10a.m.– noon, A.C. Bilbrew Library  
      150 East El Segundo Blvd; Los Angeles, CA  

The calendar is subject to change without notice. 
Please check our website for current information. 

   http://www.caags.org/☎ (323) 806-5634 
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THE FREEDMAN’S BANK AND FREEDMEN’S BUREAU 
(A Julie Huffman Zoom Lecture to CAAGS on June 21, 2020) Julie 
Huffman is the Genealogy Librarian at the Los Angeles Public Library. 
In this newsletter, we’ll look at the Freedmen’s Bureau.  See the 
August-September newsletter on the Freedman’s Bank.  
 

THE FREEDMEN’S BUREAU 
The objective of the Bureau was to help the newly liberated African 
Americans adjust to the responsibilities of freedom and gain self-
sufficiency. The Bureau lasted seven years and its success varied 
widely from state to state.  Many southerners were very resistant to 
providing aid to African Americans and enacted their own “black 
codes” which nearly duplicated the conditions of slavery.  Additionally, 
the Ku Klux Klan was wreaking havoc.  Despite these challenges and 
the loss of much of its funding over the years, the Bureau put in place 
many necessary programs of aid. It helped freedmen find family who 
had been separated by slave sales and in the chaos of war.  With an 
informal regional communications network that allowed people to 
convey messages, the Bureau also provided transportation to bring 
together families. 
 
Because it was bigger and varied in the types of records it gathered, 
you are more likely to find your ancestors in the Freedmen’s Bureau 
collection. Established in 1865, its formal name was The Bureau of 
Refugees, Freedmen and Abandoned Lands, but it became known 
colloquially as the Freedmen’s Bureau.  As the name notes, the 
Bureau didn't just provide for the welfare of the freedmen, It also 
helped white refugees, many of whom had lost their homes in the war.  
Also, it supervised the distribution and use of the lands in the South 
that the North had claimed in the Civil War. Intended to last one year, 
Congress renewed the Bureau charter in 1866, although president 
Andrew Johnson vetoed it.   
 
One of the lasting contributions of the Bureau was in the area of 
education.  It established public schools and colleges for African 
Americans as they and missionaries became teachers. With the aid of 
the Bureau, several Historically Black Colleges and Universities were 
founded. Howard University (named after General Oliver Otis Howard, 
the commissioner of the Freedmen's Bureau) was founded in 1867.  A 
Freedmen’s textbook was even published.  Additionally, legal 
representation was available for African-American soldiers who were 
due back pay for military service, and people who suffered injustice.  
The Bureau issued official marriage licenses, since previously it may 
have been illegal for African Americans to wed.  It issued  labor 
contracts, essential to ensure Blacks and Whites could work together 
as employee and employer rather than slave and master.   Very 
importantly it provided immediate medical care and food to people who 
upon liberation were left in the street with only the clothes on their 
backs.  
 
Of particular note is the aid to white southern refugees that the Bureau 
provided. During the first year of its existence, the Bureau distributed 
rations to all of those in need (rations was defined as enough 
cornmeal, flour and sugar sufficient to feed a person for a week).  In 
the first 15 months following the war, the Bureau issued over 13 million 
rations and 1/3 of those went to white refugees.  So it is possible that 
one could find white ancestors in these records.  The available 
documents created by this institution are registers that give names, 
ages, and former occupations of freedmen; names and residences of 
former owners; freedmen marriage registers; and census lists for some 
states.   There are riveting details of the labor and apprenticeship 
agreements that were put together, as well as back pay records, 
complaint records, and records of murders of freedmen.  This is an 
intense set of papers that may be infuriating, since this is the institution 
that documented and helped victimized people. Just browsing through 
the records, you may stumble upon something of interest, such as 
personal data about soldiers, school and hospital records.   
 
The Bureau had field offices in several states, and several cities within 
each state had branches. For a map of all locations within each state, 
check http://mappingthefreedmensbureau.com. Access Freedmen’s 
Bureau records through FamilySearch where there are 31 collections 

and Ancestry.com where there are three record sets (not completely 
indexed) that may link to FamilySearch.   FamilySearch has state-
specific field records and nationwide U.S. records. There are four sets 
of records in the Freedmen's Bureau records and the first three are 
largely correspondence and bureaucratic records. They do have some 
items of genealogical interest that have been separated into distinct 
datasets, like marriage papers.  The field office records are usually the 
most valuable for genealogy because most people appealed for help at 
a local or field office. 
  
Most of the records of the Bureau have been microfilmed, whereas 
with the Bank there are only three. The challenge is that the Bank only 
had 19 datasets, but the Freedmen’s  records has over 4500. So, the 
quantity of information is staggering, and there's also much variation 
between the types of information from state to state.  
 
I chose Huntsville and Athens to look at the census of black citizens.  
We see the microfilm has been digitized and basically you can just 
page through. This very first record from a local census of Huntsville 
and Athens is for Virginia Crawford, a 13 year old.  The years are 
probably between 1865 and 1870.  The residence is the Westside 
Church and her former owner is Mrs. Armilda Crawford.  We found this 
information by browsing. We can find her by name, but we can't use 
this data set to do it.  We then focus on the U.S. records, because 
these have largely been indexed and one could do a general search at 
familysearch.org where records related to these groups will be 
displayed. You will  have to sort through other nonrelated Freedmen’s 
records, however. 
 
When searching for ancestors using the Freedmen’s Bureau and 
Freedman’s Bank records, do a general search. Recently, I searched 
for Hannah Hemingway by typing in her name and got 21,000 results.  
Information not related to the Freedmen’s records appears. So, by 
filtering we can see all the collections that Hannah shows up in sorted 
by category (birth, marriage, death census, migration, military) and  go 
through them consecutively.  Freedman’s Bank and Freedmen’s 
Bureau records can show up in different categories, so  search through 
all  datasets using keywords.  Hannah was from South Carolina and I 
found a labor contract for her.  That's often how I start when I'm 
searching for an ancestor.  If you want to really roll up your sleeves, 
look at the legal data set court records. You can find very thorough 
descriptions if you look in the FamilySearch wiki. The Freedman’s 
records is in this group that is not indexed; so go through page by 
page.  These records show the assistance that black war veterans 
received, claims for bounty pensions and arrears pay.  The U.S. claims 
records set indexes claims for pensions, bounty and pay claims, 
hospital and medical records, patient registry for sick and wounded, 
prescriptions and other medical records, labor contracts, employment-
related records for labor indenture and apprenticeship. This is where I 
found Hannah’s marriage records and certificate, records of rations, 
and supplies to freedmen and refugees. Another index specifies 
people actually hired by the field offices to work, court cases, land and 
property records, applications and leases to abandoned and 
confiscated property after the war.  Still another index has civil rights 
complaints and crimes, but they are not indexed. They're mostly letters 
and bureaucratic records, monthly teacher reports and monthly reports 
of other agents. These are specific records within the big group of 
Freedmen's Bureau records. I wanted to point out that there is a variety 
of types of records you could find. However, I think the best place to 
start with an ancestor is to do a general search in FamilySearch and 
then filter by Freedman’s Bank. 
 
If you don't know that much information about your ancestry and just 
want to browse through different sets, you can look at your handout for 
those instructions. There are many helpful websites. When using these 
two record sets, especially the Bureau records,  just be patient and 
don't get discouraged; try again and again; you might have different 
spellings or other variances. Just always keep an open mind! 
 
 

To Unsubscribe contact ljslyons@gmail.com 



Neither the newsletter editor nor CAAGS guarantees publication of any submission.  Submissions are due by the 
third Saturday of each month.  
 

 
THE ROSENWALD SCHOOLS  

 

 
Ebenezer School (Anderson, SC) circa 1968 

 
In late February 2020, my sister emailed the family a 
news article about the Rosenwald Schools.  Prior to 
this I had never heard of these schools, or so I 
thought.  By way of introduction, Booker T. 
Washington of the Tuskegee Institute and Julius 
Rosenwald, philanthropist and president of Sears 
Roebuck, built state-of-the art schools for African-
American children all across the South. This effort 
has since been called the most important initiative 
to advance black education in the early 20th century. 
 
Attending a Rosenwald School put a student at the 
vanguard of education for southern African-
American children. By 1928, one-third of the South’s  
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rural black school children and teachers were served by 
Rosenwald Schools. In 1954, the Supreme Court ruling 
declaring segregation in education unconstitutional 
rendered Rosenwald Schools obsolete. Once the 
pride of their communities, many were abandoned 
or demolished. In 2002, the National Trust joined 
forces with grassroots activists, local officials, and 
preservationists to help raise awareness of this 
important but little-known segment of our nation’s 
history, placing Rosenwald Schools on its 11 Most 
Endangered Historic Places list. Of the 5,357 schools, 
shops, and teacher homes constructed between 
1917 and 1932, only 10–12 percent are estimated to 
survive today. 
 
Soon after receiving my sister’s email, my father 
responded, “I attended a Rosenwald school.” 
Suddenly our interests were peaked, and I asked 
which one?  He responded “Ebenezer School” which 
is in Anderson, SC and my mother soon added a 
photo to the email. I immediately recognized the 
photograph.  I probably saw that building 2-3 times 
a month until the age of 10.  My paternal 
grandparents attended Ebenezer Baptist Church and 
my father had grown up attending that church.  
Every Easter my grandmother took us to Ebenezer 
for service and the Easter egg hunt held on the 
church grounds.  The school building sat behind the 
church.  The church was also along the route to 
Hartwell Lake; my father owned a boat and our 
family spent lots of time at the lake.   
 
I feel disappointed to admit that I never knew that 
old building was a school.  I always thought it was 
the remains of the original church building. I also 
vividly remember my parents and grandparents 
telling us kids to stay away from the building due to 
it dilapidated state in the late 1960s.  It was almost 
like there was an imaginary line we couldn’t cross or 
would be considered too close for their comfort. My 
father attended the school from 1939 – 1941 (first 
through third grade) and it was a two room school. 
The photo above of the school was taken in what I 
believe is 1968.  The school was demolished in the 
1970s, but no one seems to remember the exact 
year. I was also pleasantly surprised to learn the 
Black community in Anderson contributed more 
money to the $2863 school construction cost than 
the Rosenwald foundation: $625 (Negroes), $1838 
(public), $400 (Rosenwald). 

Submitted by Monica Maurasse 

FOREVER REMEMBERED 
 

BRUCE BOYNTON 
June 19, 1937 – November 23, 2020 

He was a civil rights leader who inspired the Freedom Riders 
movement and advanced the cause of racial equality. In 1958, 
Boynton ordered a cheeseburger while sitting in a whites only part 
of a restaurant at a bus station in Richmond, Virginia. He was 
arrested for trespassing  after he refused to leave the restaurant 
and spent one night in jail. At trial, he lost his case, but decided to 
appeal, until finally his case, Boynton v. Virginia, reached the U. S. 
Supremem Court and was argued by Thurgood Marshall. The court 
overturned Boynton's conviction, affirming that racial segregation 
in public transportation was illegal.  
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bruce_Boynton 
 
 

DAVID DINKINS 
July 10, 1927 – November 23, 2020 

A politician, lawyer, and author he served as the 106th Mayor of 
New York City from 1990 to 1993, the first African American to hold 
the office. Before entering politics, Dinkins was among the more 
than 20,000 Montford Point Marines. He graduated cum laude from 
Howard University and received his law degree from Brooklyn Law 
School in 1956. A longtime member of Harlem’s Carver Democratic 
Club, Dinkins began his electoral career by serving in the New York 
State Assembly, eventually advancing to Manhattan borough 
president before becoming mayor.  After leaving office, Dinkins 
joined the faculty of Columbia University while remaining active 
behind the scenes as a powerful advisor in municipal politics. 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/David_Dinkins 
 

 
RAFER JOHNSON 

August 18, 1934 – December 2, 2020 
A decathlete and film actor, he was the 1960 Olympic gold medalist 
in the decathlon, having won silver in 1956. He had previously won 
a gold in the 1955 Pan American Games. At the 1960 Olympics he 
was the USA team's flag bearer and lit the Olympic cauldron at the 
Los Angeles Games in 1984. In 1968, Johnson, football player Rosey 
Grier, and journalist George Plimpton tackled Sirhan Sirhan 
moments after he had fatally shot Robert F. Kennedy. After retiring 
from athletics, Johnson turned to acting, sportscasting, and public 
service and was instrumental in creating the California Special 
Olympics.  
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rafer_Johnson 

------------------------- 
 

CAAGS FINANCIAL SUMMARY 
Month Ending October 31, 2020 

 
BEGINNING BALANCE...…..……..........................................$9,718.82 
INCOME………………………….......................................................514.92               
DISBURSEMENTS………………………..…….….……………..…..........271.50 
DESIGNATED FUNDS…………………………………………….........….131.22 
ENDING BALANCE…………………………….….……...................$9,962.24 

 
Shirley Hurt, Treasurer 
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PLUGGED IN 
 
Stay-at-Home Tea donations are being accepted. Make checks 
payable to CAAGS. 
 
Celebrate the Holidays on Saturday, December 19, at 10 a.m. 
Look for the Zoom link and plan to join the fun and games. 
 
THE FUNERAL PROGRAM PROJECT accepts scanned obituaries 
(both sides). Put each program in a separate file named with the 
deceased’s name, followed by the name of the contributor. Email to 
andraefrierson@gmail.com. 
 
GENEALOGY SERVICES 
Charlotte Bocage has a passion for genealogy and offers assistance 
in finding your family.  Also, she mentors and lectures. If you need 
her help, contact the newsletter editor.  
 
CALLING ALL TECHIES for the Website Committee. Contact Dr. 
Edna Briggs at http://www.caags.org 
 
CAAGS members will provide genealogy help for The Family 
History Center in Los Angeles on Mondays from 1 to 3p.m.and on 
Thursdays from 9a.m. to 3p.m  
 
The Los Angeles Family Search Library has a new website: 
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Los_Angeles_FamilySearch_Li
brary/Online_Consultation 
 
You are invited by the CAAGS Writers Group to write a few 
paragraphs about your family or a family member and read it at  
the monthly meeting. 
 
THE CAAGS GENEALOGY NOTEBOOK  keeps your research in 
pristine condition.  This treasure is available with a donation of 
$12.50 by members and $15.00 by nonmembers. 
 
The CAAGS cookbook is an asset to foodies ($10 donation). 
 
The public can now explore more than 1.5 million historical 
newspaper images online and free of charge. The latest machine 
learning experience from Library of Congress Labs, Newspaper 
Navigator, allows users to search visual content in American 
newspapers dating from 1789 to 1963. 
https://blog.eogn.com/2020/09/16/library-of-congress-launches-
new-too 
 
The FamilySearch African Heritage Team helps those of African 
descent discover their homeland.  Opt-in at FamilySearch African 
Heritage Quarterly Email Opt-In 
 
FINDING YOUR ROOTS- HENRY LOUIS GATES 
Check local listings for showings on PBS. 
 
NATIONAL GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY (NGS) offers two new 
courses: African American Roots: A Historical Perspective and 
Federal Land Research. For information, go to 
http://www.ngsgenealogy.org/ 
 

NEW YORK GENEALOGICAL & BIOGRAPHICAL SOCIETY(NYG&B) 
is the largest and oldest genealogical society in the state. Free 
resources, talks, webinars, events are available. 
https://www.newyorkfamilyhistory.org/ 
 
GENEALOGY MAGAZINE on YouTube offers advice to  
family historians. http://www.genealogymagazine.com 
 
AncestryDNA   has released a more detailed DNA update by 
splitting previous regions into two smaller and more precise 
regions.  Europe, Africa and Asia now have updated algorithms and 
expanded size and diversity of the populations in its reference 
panel. The United Kingdom, Ireland, Italy, China, Japan, the 
Philippines, Eastern Europe, and Southern Africa have been broken 
down this way. 
                ----------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
10 RULES FOR ACCEPTING (OR REJECTING) ONLINE FAMILY TREE HINTS 

 
If you have an online family tree at Ancestry.com, 
FamilySearch, Findmypast or MyHeritage, you’ve seen “hint” icons 
on ancestor profiles. The icon tells you the site has found a 
historical record in its collections or a person in someone else’s tree 
that it thinks is a match for your ancestor. Online family tree hints 
can make it easy to build out your ancestor timelines and add 
people to your tree. Or they can fill your tree with the wrong 
relatives and incorrect information. 
Follow these 10 rules of thumb to separate the good online family 
tree hints from the mismatches: 

1. Take your time looking through hints. 

Don’t try to resolve a huge number of them at once. Instead, look at 
hints for an ancestor as you’re researching that person. That way, 
you’ll have the context of his or her life in mind. 

2. For hints from digitized record collections, check the 
document image. 

The site’s hinting system looks at transcribed information when 
trying to find a match to information in your tree. We all know that 
indexes and transcriptions can have errors, so make sure the 
document itself matches your relative. 

3. As you evaluate a hint, look for matches on multiple points 
of information. 

If the birth year, birth place, occupation and children’s names listed 
in the record all match your ancestor, chances are good you have a 
match. 

4. Be extra, extra careful if you know little about the relative 
who has the hint. 

If all you have in your tree is a name, birth year and place, hints will 
be based on just that sparse information. And you can bet there 
was more than one Anna Catherina Kolbeck born in Germany in 
1812 (I know, because my Anna Catherina gets hints for all of 
them). 

5. Be extra, extra, extra careful with matches to ancestor 
profiles in other online trees. 
No independent researcher verifies the correctness of online trees. 
Ten trees might all have the same wrong information, because the 
owners all accepted hints to each other’s trees. I’ll look at online 
trees for clues, but I generally ignore hints to them. 
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6. It’s fine to wait and see. 

If you’re not 100 percent sure a hint is for your ancestor, ignore it 
for now. Come back to it later, when you know more about that 
ancestor. 

7. When you do accept an online family tree hint, don’t add all 
the information to your tree at once. 
Instead, evaluate and accept each piece of information from the 
record one at a time. If what’s already in your tree is more accurate 
(for example, the matching record names only a state of birth, but 
your tree has the city and county), don’t accept that less-specific bit 
of information. 

8. As you accept the hint, correct errors present in the 
transcription or in the document itself. 

If you add children to your tree from, say, a hint to a census record, 
their names will come in as indexed, mis transcriptions and all. Be 
sure to fix these issues as you accept the hint. Also remember that 
sons and daughters of a male head-of-household aren’t always the 
children of the man’s wife. The children’s biological mother might 
be a previous wife. If you suspect this may be the case, you can add 
the hint to the father’s profile, then add the children and/or wife 
separately. 

9. Use women’s maiden names. 

A wife listed in her husband’s census record will be recorded with 
her married name. You want women to be listed in your tree with 
their maiden names, so be sure to fix this when accepting a hint. If 
you don’t know the woman’s birth surname yet, just use her first 
name. 

10. Don’t limit your genealogy research to waiting for hints. 

A family tree cannot thrive on hints alone. Also search for your 
ancestors’ records using the website’s search form. On most sites, 
hinting systems don’t cover all record collections—only the largest 
ones containing the most names, dates and places. Running your 
own searches also lets you try more name variants 
and wildcards to capture hard-to-find records. 
Author:  Diane Haddad, familytree 

Submitted by Dr. Edna Briggs 
 
 

THE ELECTORAL COLLEGE 
 
Slavery is the real reason that the antiquated electoral 
college is in place. At the 1887 Constitutional Convention in 
Philadelphia, James Wilson, a Pennsylvanian, proposed 
direct national election of the president. However, 
Virginian James Madison saw this system unacceptable 
to the South. In a direct election system, the North 
would outnumber the South. The South had more than 
half a million slaves who could not vote. But the 
Electoral College let each southern state count its 
slaves at three-fifths toward its overall count. 
 
Known as the Three-fifths Compromise, delegates from both 
the North and the South agreed that three-fifths of the 
slave population would be counted for  
 

 
determining direct taxation and representation in the 
House of Representatives. 
 

2020-21 CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
Because of COVID-19, check online for latest 

information 
   
February 25-27 , 2021 
     Roots Tech (free, virtual) 
     World’s Largest Family History Conference              
    https://www.rootstech.org/?lang=eng 
 
May 19-22, 2021 
    National Genealogical Society 
    family history conference, Richmond, VA 
    www.ngsgenealogy.org 
 
May 27 – 30, 2021  “Coming To America” 
June 4-5, 2021 “The Genes of Your Family” 
June 11-12, 2021 Jamboree “The Stars of your Family” 
    Southern California Genealogical Society 
    https://www.scgsgenealogy.com  
 
July  6- 8, 2021 
     Midwest African American Genealogy Institute 
     (MAAGI) Conference; Allen County Public Library 
     Ft. Wayne, IN; http://www.maagiinstitute.org/  
 
ONGOING 
  CAAGS Board Meeting (monthly, 3rd Thursday) 
     December 17, 2020; 7p.m. call-in 
  CAAGS General Membership Meeting   
     December 19, 2020 Holiday Celebration at 10A.M. via 
     Zoom, details to follow              
     (monthly, 3rd Saturday) 
     LDS Church of Jesus Christ (when in person) 
     10623 South San Pedro; Los Angeles, CA 90003 
  Writers Group (no in-person meetings, information to      
      follow 
      (monthly, 2nd Saturday) 
      10a.m.– noon, A.C. Bilbrew Library  
      150 East El Segundo Blvd; Los Angeles, CA  

The calendar is subject to change without notice. 
Please check our website for current information. 

   http://www.caags.org/☎ (323) 806-5634 
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