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William Grant Still (1895-1978)
(no copyright infringement is intended)

Many of us have heard of the annual Black Doll Show at
the William Grant Still Arts Center in Los Angeles, but how
many of us know who William Grant Still was?
Surprisingly, he is someone all Americans should know.
A composer of nearly 200 works, including five
symphonies, four ballets, nine operas, over thirty choral
works, art songs, chamber music and works for solo
instruments, he is often referred to as the "Dean of AfroAmerican Composers." Still was the first American
composer to have an opera produced by the New York
City Opera, but he is known primarily for his first
symphony, Afro-American Symphony(1930) which was,
until 1950, the most widely performed symphony
composed by an American.

Neither the newsletter editor nor CAAGS guarantees publication of any submission. Submissions are due by the
third Saturday of each month.

(William Grant Still Jr. cont.)
Born in Woodville, Mississippi in 1895, he grew up in Little
Rock, Arkansas, attended Wilberforce University and
Oberlin Conservatory of Music. Still was the first African
American to conduct a major American symphony
orchestra, the first to have a symphony (his 1st Symphony)
performed by a leading orchestra, the first to have an
opera performed by a major opera company, and the first
to have an opera performed on national television. Due
to his close association and collaboration with prominent
African-American literary and cultural figures, Still is
considered to be part of the Harlem Renaissance
movement.

complete score by an African American was performed by
a major orchestra. By the end of World War II the piece
had been performed in New York, Chicago, Los Angeles,
Berlin, Paris, and London.
In 1934 Still moved to Los Angeles where he received the
first of three Guggenheim Fellowships and began work
on the first of his eight operas, Blue Steel. In 1936, Still
conducted the Los Angeles Philharmonic Orchestra at the
Hollywood Bowl; he was the first African American to
conduct a major American orchestra in a performance of
his own works. Still arranged music for films (Pennies
from Heaven, Lost Horizon, Stormy Weather) and composed
Song of a City for the1939 World’s Fair in New York City.
The song played continuously during the fair by the
exhibit "Democracity." According to Still's granddaughter,
he couldn't attend the fair except on "Negro Day" without
police protection.

The son of a grocery store partner and bandleader who
died when Still was an infant, young Still’s musical
interests were nurtured by many- his stepfather, who
took him to operettas, bought RCA Red Seal recordings of
classical music, took him to musical performances, and
his maternal grandmother, who sang spirituals to him.

In 1949 his opera Troubled Island, about Jean-Jacques
Dessalines and Haiti, was performed by the New York City
Opera. It was the first opera by an American to be
performed by that company and the first by an African
American to be performed by a major company.

Still began violin lessons in Little Rock at the age of 15,
teaching himself to play the clarinet, saxophone, oboe,
double bass, cello and viola. At 16 years old, he graduated
from high school and entered Wilberforce University
where he conducted the university band, learned to play
various instruments, and began composing and
orchestrating. He left Wilberforce without graduating.

In 1955 he conducted the New Orleans Philharmonic
Orchestra; he was the first African American to conduct a
major orchestra in the Deep South. Still's works were
performed internationally by the Berlin Philharmonic
Orchestra, the London Symphony Orchestra, the Tokyo
Philharmonic Orchestra, and the BBC Orchestra.

Upon receiving a small amount of money left by his
father, he began study at the Oberlin Conservatory of
Music. There, Still assisted the janitor and held small jobs
outside of the school, struggling financially. Hearing of
Still’s plight, George Andrews agreed to teach him
composition without charge. Still also studied privately
with the modern French composer Edgard Varese and the
American composer George Whitefield Chadwick.
Still worked in Memphis for the W.C. Handy Band and
went to New York where he was involved with cultural
figures of the Harlem Renaissance such as Langston
Hughes, Alain Locke, Zora Neale Hurston, and Countee
Cullen. Still recorded with Fletcher Henderson’s Dance
Orchestra in 1921, and later played in the pit orchestra
for Noble Sissle and Eubie Blake’s musical Shuffle Along.
He played with other pit orchestras for Sophie Tucker,
Artie Shaw, and Paul Whiteman. Still joined Henry Pace’s
Phonograph Company (Black Swan) and served as the
arranger of Yamekraw, a "Negro Rhapsody."

Dr. Still lived in the West Adams area, known as Oxford
Square, at 1262 Victoria Avenue (above). His home was
designated a Los Angeles Historic-Cultural Monument in
1976. In 1977, the William Grant Still Arts Center was
established by the City of Los Angeles Department of
Cultural Affairs, with the neighborhood and local Council
District 10. Los Angeles City Council member David
Cunningham and the center’s first director, Hakim Ali,
oversaw the transformation of the center from a fire
house built in 1926.

In the 1930s Still worked as an arranger of popular music,
writing for Willard Robison’s Deep River Hour and Paul
Whiteman's Old Gold Show, both popular NBC Radio
broadcasts. His first major orchestral work, Symphony
No.1 ”Afro-American,” was performed in 1931 by
the Rochester Philharmonic, It was the first time the

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/William_Grant_Still
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CALLING ALL TECHIES for the Website Committee. Contact
Dr. Edna Briggs at http://www.caags.org

PLUGGED IN

The Los Angeles Family Search Library has a new website:
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Los_Angeles_FamilySe
arch_Library/Online_Consultation

Carolyn Conway, Membership Chair, informs all that
membership dues are payable now!
Individual $30.00, Family $35.00, Libraries & Organizations
$40.00, Hard copy mailed newsletter $15.00 additional
Please make checks/money orders payable to CAAGS and
mail to CAAGS; PO Box 8442; Los Angeles CA 90008

You are invited by the CAAGS Writers Group to write a few
paragraphs about your family or a family member and read it
at the monthly meeting.

Mark Steven Greenfield, internationally recognized artist and
curator, is one of seven artists selected to create a public
artwork for LA Metro's Regional Connector Project. Mark's
work, Red Car Requiem, pays homage to the historic Red Car,
which operated throughout Los Angeles from 1901 until the
early 1960s. The large-scale mosaic mural is an abstract
composition that will be installed in the Historic Broadway
Station at 2nd Street and Broadway, one of three new LA
Metro stations to open in 2022. Mark served as CAAGS
president from 1993-1994 and designed and donated the
logo for the CAAGS 2016 conference. To view Mark's website,
click here

THE CAAGS GENEALOGY NOTEBOOK keeps your research in
pristine condition. This treasure is available with a donation
of $12.50 by members and $15.00 by nonmembers.
The CAAGS cookbook has extraordinary holiday recipes ($10
donation).
The public can now explore more than 1.5 million historical
newspaper images online and free of charge. The latest
machine learning experience from Library of Congress
Labs, Newspaper Navigator, allows users to search visual
content in American newspapers dating from 1789 to 1963.
https://blog.eogn.com/2020/09/16/library-of-congresslaunches-new-too

Many thanks to Donise Smith Lei who spoke to the group on
Me and My DNA Cousins at the November general meeting.
Ms. Lei is the author of Delving Into My Bitterroots: How I
Resurrected My Enslaved Ancestor, Granvill, and So, Can You.
The book is available at Amazon.com

The FamilySearch African Heritage Team helps those of
African descent discover their homeland. Opt-in at
FamilySearch African Heritage Quarterly Email Opt-In

Make your Amazon purchases through smile.amazon.com.
Designate CAAGS as your charity and 0.5% of eligible
purchases will go to CAAGS.

FINDING YOUR ROOTS- HENRY LOUIS GATES
Check local listings for showings on PBS.
NATIONAL GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY (NGS) offers two new
courses: African American Roots: A Historical Perspective and
Federal Land Research. For information, go to
http://www.ngsgenealogy.org/

STAY-AT-HOME TEA donations are still being accepted at
CAAGS; P.O. Box 8442; Los Angeles, CA 90008-0442
THE FUNERAL PROGRAM PROJECT accepts scanned obituaries
(both sides). Put each program in a separate file named with
the deceased’s name, followed by the name of the
contributor. Email to andraefrierson@gmail.com.

NEW YORK GENEALOGICAL & BIOGRAPHICAL
SOCIETY(NYG&B) is the largest and oldest genealogical
society in the state. Free resources, talks, webinars, events
are available.
https://www.newyorkfamilyhistory.org/

GENEALOGY SERVICES
Charlotte Bocage has a passion for genealogy and offers
assistance in finding your family. Also, she mentors and
lectures. If you need her help, contact the newsletter editor.

GENEALOGY MAGAZINE on YouTube offers advice to
family historians. http://www.genealogymagazine.com

Los Angeles Public Library Genealogy Librarian Julie Huffman
informs us of The HistoryMakers Digital Archive | Los Angeles
Public Library (lapl.org). It is a new database at the library that
can be accessed from home with your library card. If you don’t
have a card but live in Los Angeles, get one at: E-Card
Application | Los Angeles Public Library (lapl.org).

AncestryDNA has released a more detailed DNA update by
splitting previous regions into two smaller and more precise
regions. Europe, Africa and Asia now have updated
algorithms and expanded size and diversity of the
populations in its reference panel. The United Kingdom,
Ireland, Italy, China, Japan, the Philippines, Eastern Europe,
and Southern Africa have been broken down this way.
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FOREVER REMEMBERED
2021 CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Because of COVID-19, check online for latest information

Byron Moncrief, the brother of CAAGS member Collette
Deverge’, passed away on December 25. 2020. Extend
condolences to Colette at 5757 Bowesfield St; Los Angeles, CA
90016 or give her a call.

February 25-27 , 2021
Roots Tech (free, virtual)
World’s Largest Family History Conference
https://www.rootstech.org/?lang=eng

Our sincere sympathy goes to Harold Dean James on the
passing of family members.
MARVA HARRIS
Marva was a longtime member of CAAGS. She will be missed by
the many members who knew her.

May 19-22, 2021
National Genealogical Society
family history conference, Richmond, VA
www.ngsgenealogy.org

TOMMY LISTER JR.
June 24, 1958 - December 10, 2020
Lister was born in Compton, California and attended Long
Beach City College where a shot put throw helped earn him a
scholarship to California State University at Los Angeles. In his
senior year, he won the national shot put title, and In 1982 was
the NCAA Division II National Shot Put Champion. After college
and athletic disappointments, Lister opted to pursue acting.

May 27 – 30, 2021 “Coming To America”
June 4-5, 2021 “The Genes of Your Family”
June 11-12, 2021 Jamboree “The Stars of your Family”
Southern California Genealogical Society
https://www.scgsgenealogy.com
July 6- 8, 2021
Midwest African American Genealogy Institute
(MAAGI) Conference; Allen County Public Library
Ft. Wayne, IN; http://www.maagiinstitute.org/

Cast as a habitual 'bad guy' in the movies, his career prospered.
In the 40 years of his acting career, Lister accumulated more
than 200 acting credits, including Deebo from Friday and Next
Friday; the bouncer X.L. in The Players Club and Obodo in Posse.
Also Lister had numerous appearances on TV, in videos and in
the commercial for Ball Park brand beef jerky, advertised as
“tough, but tender.

ONGOING
CAAGS Board Meeting (monthly, 3rd Thursday)
January 14, 2021; 7p.m. on Zoom
CAAGS General Membership Meeting
January 16, 2021 via Zoom, details to follow
(monthly, 3rd Saturday)
LDS Church of Jesus Christ (when in person)
10623 South San Pedro; Los Angeles, CA 90003
Writers Group (no in-person meetings, information to
follow
(monthly, 2nd Saturday)
10a.m.– noon, A.C. Bilbrew Library
150 East El Segundo Blvd; Los Angeles, CA
The calendar is subject to change without notice.
Please check our website for current information.
http://www.caags.org/☎ (323) 806-5634

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tommy_Lister_Jr.

CHARLEY PRIDE
March 18, 1934 – December 12, 2020
A singer, guitarist, and professional baseball player, he was
born in Sledge, Mississippi. His greatest musical success came
in the early to mid-1970s, when he was the best-selling
performer for RCA Records since Elvis Presley. During the peak
years of his recording career (1966–1987), he had 52 top-10 hits
on the Billboard Hot Country chart, 30 of which made it to
number one. In the late summer of 1966, on the strength of his
early releases, he was booked for his first large show,
in Detroit’s Olympia Stadium. Since no biographical information
was included with his singles, few of the 10,000 country fans at
the show knew Pride was black, and discovered the fact only
when he walked onto the stage. The show became the first of a
long and active career playing to large audiences.

CAAGS FINANCIAL SUMMARY
Month Ending November 30,2020
BEGINNING BALANCE...…..…….......................................$10,,163,74
INCOME………………………….......................................................110.00
DISBURSEMENTS………………………..…….….……………..…..........404.92
DESIGNATED FUNDS…………………………………………….........….131.22
ENDING BALANCE…………………………….….……...................$9,868.62
Shirley Hurt, Treasurer

Pride won the Entertainer of the Year award at the Country
Music Awards in 1971.The success of "Just Between You and
Me" was enormous and resulted in a Grammy Awards
nomination. One of three African-American members of the
Grand Ole Opry, he was inducted into the Country Hall of
Fame in 2000. In 2020, the CMA announced that Pride would
receive the Willie Nelson Lifetime Achievement Award in
recognition of his work in the genre. The CEO of the CMA
explained that "Charley Pride is the epitome of a trailblazer.

To Unsubscribe contact ljslyons@gmail.com

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Charley_Pride
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George Washington Hobart: A
Slave in Service to This Country
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Cartellia Marie Bryant– President
Corrine Hill– First Vice President
Carolyn Conway– Second Vice President/Membership
Ronald Fairley – Corresponding Secretary
Christina Ashe– Recording Secretary
Shirley Hurt – Treasurer
Charles Hurt – Parliamentarian
Committee Chairs/Appointed Officers
Peggy Powell – Books and Acquisitions
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FLAG: REGIMENT 3 OF THE COLORED INFANTRY
Motto: “Rather die free than live to be slaves”
David Bust, African American, designed the flag

Neither the newsletter editor nor CAAGS guarantees publication of any submission. Submissions are due by the
third Saturday of each month.

Black vs. African American
Black Lives Matter protests have opened up
conversations about the history of privilege, racism,
and the lived experiences and identities of black
people in America. Now, the distinction between
"black" and "African American" has become a
prominent conversation on social media.
"African American is nation-specific. We are
typically talking about black people who are born in
the United States."
Over time, immigration to the United
States increased, and people who identify as black in
America were also likely to be first and secondgeneration immigrants without a direct connection to
the history of slavery in this country.
"So, if we think about what's happened post1960s, what you've seen is rising immigration among
black people who were not born in the United States.
People who are coming from Africa, from the
Caribbean, from Europe, who identify as black but
don't identify as African American."
Professor Celeste Watkins-Hayes, an African
American studies professor at Northwestern
University states that "Black" is often a better default
that recognizes and celebrates the race, culture, and
lived experiences of people all over the world. "The
move that you see now towards black is really to
recognize the global nature of blackness," WatkinsHayes said. "So, I think that that is the more universal
term."
The recognition of a larger community of black
people is also part of the rationale given for
capitalizing the word. "It's recognizing the cultural and
historical and social significance of black as a
category, such that it deserves capitalization,"
Watkins-Hayes explained.

My grandfather, George Washington
Hobart, was born a slave in 1849 in Mobile,
Alabama. The Civil War (1861-1865) was fought
over slavery, states’ right and westward
expansion and ended with the Confederate
surrender in 1865. In May 1863 the Government
established the Bureau of Colored Troops. My
grandfather joined and proudly served in
Regiment 3, Shipping Company K of the Colored
Infantry. My research led me to the Freedman’s
Bureau records. This information was confirmed
by a pension filed by his widow, Rachel Hobart.
Despite the restrictions of Blacks to noncombative positions, Blacks in Louisiana, Kansas,
Missouri and South Carolina formed infantry
units and were officially mustered into service in
January 1863. These brave men fought valiantly.
Despite being only 10% (179,000) of those serving
this country, they had a mortality rate of 20.5%;
another 19,000 served in the Navy. In 1864
Congress passed a bill-authorizing equal pay.
Abolitionist Frederick Douglass, whose sons also
fought in the Civil War, felt that if slaves exhibited
courage, that would support our claim for equal
treatment and citizenship.
Submitted by Akosua Hobert

TERMINOLOGY
Plantation Kin

Extending kinship status to friend relationships is a means
[of expanding] a social network….Those persons unrelated
by either blood or marriage are regarded as kin. Many of
the rights and status usually associated with relatives are
accorded to participants in these relationships.
Friendships…are regarded in kinship terms. With the
designation of kin status comes respect , responsibility and
an expectation to participate in the duties of the extended
family. Social scientists have done little study on this type
of relationship but those in the Black family recognize and
have these relationships today.

https://www.cbsnews.com/news/not-all-black-people-are-africanamerican-what-is-the-difference/

CAAGS FINANCIAL SUMMARY
Month Ending December 31, 2020

BEGINNING BALANCE...…..……...........................................$9868.82
INCOME………………………….......................................................415.00
DISBURSEMENTS………………………..…….….……………..…....................0
DESIGNATED FUNDS…………………………………………….........….131.22
ENDING BALANCE…………………………….….…….................$10,273.62
Shirley Hurt, Treasurer

Fictive Kinship Relations in black extended families
LINDA M. CHATTERS, ROBERT JOSEPH TAYLOR and RUKMALIE
JAYAKODY, Journal of Comparative Family Studies
Vol. 25, No. 3 (AUTUMN 1994), pp. 297-312 (16 pages)
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PLUGGED IN
Do prepare some tasty dishes from The CAAGS cookbook
($10 donation)

Carolyn Conway, Membership Chair, informs all that
membership dues are payable now!
Individual $30.00, Family $35.00, Libraries & Organizations
$40.00, Hard copy mailed newsletter $15.00 additional
Please make checks/money orders payable to CAAGS and
mail to CAAGS; PO Box 8442; Los Angeles CA 90008

The public can now explore more than 1.5 million historical
newspaper images online and free of charge. The latest
machine learning experience from Library of Congress
Labs, Newspaper Navigator, allows users to search visual
content in American newspapers dating from 1789 to 1963.
https://blog.eogn.com/2020/09/16/library-of-congresslaunches-new-too

Many thanks to Judy Billingsley who spoke about her book,
Too Brown to Keep, currently available on Amazon.com
Make your Amazon purchases through smile.amazon.com.
Designate CAAGS as your charity and 0.5% of eligible
purchases will go to CAAGS.

The FamilySearch African Heritage Team helps those of
African descent discover their homeland. Opt-in at
FamilySearch African Heritage Quarterly Email Opt-In

Charlotte Bocage will speak at the February meeting on “Are
You Lost in Louisiana Research?” She has a passion for
genealogy and offers assistance in finding your family.

View FINDING YOUR ROOTS- HENRY LOUIS GATES.
Check local television listings for showings on PBS.

THE FUNERAL PROGRAM PROJECT accepts scanned obituaries
(both sides). Put each program in a separate file named with
the deceased’s name, followed by the name of the
contributor. Email to andraefrierson@gmail.com.

NATIONAL GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY (NGS) offers two new
courses: African American Roots: A Historical Perspective and
Federal Land Research. For information, go to
http://www.ngsgenealogy.org/

The FAMILY SEARCH free consultation is provided at
lafsl.org. The hours are Monday, Friday & Saturday 10a.m.
to 6p.m. and Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday 10am - 8pm.

NEW YORK GENEALOGICAL & BIOGRAPHICAL
SOCIETY(NYG&B) is the largest and oldest genealogical
society in the state. Free resources, talks, webinars, events
are available.
https://www.newyorkfamilyhistory.org/

Los Angeles Public Library Genealogy Librarian Julie
Huffman informs us of The HistoryMakers Digital Archive |
Los Angeles Public Library (lapl.org). It is a new database at
the library that can be accessed from home with your
library card. If you don’t have a card but live in Los Angeles,
get one at: E-Card Application | Los Angeles Public Library
(lapl.org).

GENEALOGY MAGAZINE on YouTube offers advice to
family historians. http://www.genealogymagazine.com
The University of Virginia, like Georgetown and other
institutions, has begun a project to identify and contact
descendants of slaves who were instrumental in building
the university. Go to the University of Virginia website for
information.

CALLING ALL TECHIES for the Website Committee. Contact
Dr. Edna Briggs at http://www.caags.org

The Allentown Library Genealogy Center has a webinar on
February 4, 2021 entitled Your Results Are In!- Using DNA in
Your African American Research. Check their website at
https://acpl-cms.wise.oclc.org/genealogy

The Los Angeles Family Search Library has a new website:
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Los_Angeles_FamilySe
arch_Library/Online_Consultation
You are invited by the CAAGS Writers Group to write a few
paragraphs about your family or a family member and read it
at the monthly meeting.

The 1950 U.S. Census will be available on April 10, 2022.
Census records from 1790 to 1940 are maintained by the
National Archives and Records Administration and
released to the general public 72 years after Census Day.

THE CAAGS GENEALOGY NOTEBOOK keeps your research in
pristine condition. This treasure is available with a donation
of $12.50 by members and $15.00 by nonmembers.
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FOREVER REMEMBERED
LUTILLER SHOLES
Mrs. Lutiller Sholes, the mother of Marjorie Sholes, passed
away on January 1, 2021. Mrs. Sholes was a familiar face at
many CAAGS' events. Marjorie is a long time CAAGS
Member/Leader. Cards or other condolences may be sent
to Marjorie Sholes; 3775 Eve Circle #C; Jurupa Valley, CA
91752
HANK AARON
February 5, 1934 - January 22, 2021
Henry Louis Aaron, or "Hammerin' Hank", was a
professional baseball right fielder who played 23 seasons in
Major League Baseball, from 1954 through 1976. His 755
career home runs broke the long-standing record set
by Babe Ruth and stood for 33 years; Aaron still holds many
other Major League Baseball batting records.

2021 CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Because of COVID-19, check online for latest information
February 5, 2021
Finding Indian (Native American) Ancestors in African
American Families; Free webinar by Angela Walton Raji
Legacy Family Tree
February 25-27 , 2021
Roots Tech (free, virtual)
World’s Largest Family History Conference
https://www.rootstech.org/?lang=eng

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hank_Aaron

May 19-22, 2021
National Genealogical Society
family history conference, Richmond, VA
www.ngsgenealogy.org

JOE CLARK
May 8, 1938 – December 29, 2020
Joe Louis Clark was the principal of Eastside High School in
Paterson, New Jersey. He is also the subject of the 1989 film
Lean on Me, starring Morgan Freeman. Clark gained public
attention in the 1980s for his unconventional and
controversial disciplinary measures as a principal.

June 4-5, 2021 “The Genes in Your Family”
June 11-12, 2021 Jamboree “The Stars in Your Family”
Check website for free webinars
Southern California Genealogical Society
https://www.scgsgenealogy.com

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Joe_Louis_Clark

ERIC JEROME DICKEY
July 7,1961 - January 3, 2021
Eric Jerome Dickey was an American author. He wrote
several crime novels involving grifters, ex cons, and
assassins, the latter novels having more diverse settings,
moving from Los Angeles to the United Kingdom to the
West Indies, each having an international cast of
characters.

July 6- 8, 2021
Midwest African American Genealogy Institute
(MAAGI) Conference; Allen County Public Library
Ft. Wayne, IN; http://www.maagiinstitute.org/
ONGOING
CAAGS Board Meeting (monthly, 3rd Thursday)
January 14, 2021; 7p.m. on Zoom
CAAGS General Membership Meeting
January 16, 2021 via Zoom, details to follow
(monthly, 3rd Saturday)
LDS Church of Jesus Christ (when in person)
10623 South San Pedro; Los Angeles, CA 90003
Writers Group (no in-person meetings, information to
follow
(monthly, 2nd Saturday)
10a.m.– noon, A.C. Bilbrew Library
150 East El Segundo Blvd; Los Angeles, CA
The calendar is subject to change without notice.
Please check our website for current information.
http://www.caags.org/☎ (323) 806-5634

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eric_Jerome_Dickey

MARION RAMSEY
May 10, 1947 - January 7, 2021
Marion Ramsey was an actress and singer. She was a
regular on the series Cos but is best known for her role as
the soft-spoken Officer Laverne Hooks in the Police
Academy films.
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Marion_Ramsey

DEARON THOMPSON
March 12,1965 - January 8, 2021
Dearon Thompson, known professionally as Deezer D, was
an actor, rapper, and motivational speaker. He is best
known for his role as Nurse Malik McGrath in the American
medical drama television series ER, and for his roles in the
films CB4 and Fear of a Black Hat. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Deezer_D

To Unsubscribe contact ljslyons@gmail.com
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Alice Louise Smith Starkey Bell Pittrell
“Nooky”

California African American Genealogical Society
P.O. Box 8442
Los Angeles, CA 90008-0442
General Membership Meetings
Third Saturday monthly,10:00a.m. (dark July & August)
LDS Church, 10625 S. San Pedro, Los Angeles, CA
2021 Board of Directors
Elected Officers
Cartellia Marie Bryant– President
Corrine Hill– First Vice President
Carolyn Conway– Second Vice President/Membership
Ronald Fairley – Corresponding Secretary
Christina Ashe– Recording Secretary
Shirley Hurt – Treasurer
Charles Hurt – Parliamentarian
Committee Chairs/Appointed Officers
Peggy Powell – Books and Acquisitions
Open – Public Relations/Fundraising
Bettye Whitson – Librarian
Edna Briggs - Historian
Lanetta Scott Lyons – Newsletter Editor
James Murray – FGS Delegate
Akosua Hobert – Volunteer Chairman
Website – http://www.caags.org/☎ (323) 806-5634

Dorothylou Sands (L) and Alice Smith (R), 1941

Whenever I lose a friend, I write my memories of them to share
with their family.
The family headed by Everett Scott moved to Adelaide
Street in Pittsburgh around 1940. He had been a house painter
and at the time was close to 90 years old. He bought the threestory, brick house at 923 Adelaide from two white sisters, who
thought they were selling to a white gentleman. The Scott
family was the first black family to move on the block since the

Neither the newsletter editor nor CAAGS guarantees publication of any submission. Submissions are due by the
third Saturday of each month.

and Aunt Mamie knew. They all laughed when they realized I
did not know what she had done. I wrote to the Guilford girls,
Gail Farley and Nooky after we moved to Dayton. Nooky was
the only one who answered. It was not until years later that I
realized not many third graders write letters.
My mother kept us involved in many activities. There were
several birthday parties for her friends’ children during those
years. Nooky and I are on a picture that is in the Teenie Harris
Photo collection at the Carnegie Library/Museum in Pittsburgh.
It is Jackie Hamilton’s birthday picture on Bryn Mawr Road
around 1940. Also, we were taken by my mother to see the
Disney film, Fantasia, at the Enright Theater the year that it was
released. On Halloween, my mother told me which houses to
go to for trick or treating. As we started out, Nooky
encouraged me to follow her to every house on the street. My
mother bought me a new costume every two years, so one year
Nooky wore an old clown costume of mine. My mother sewed a
piece of material between the legs to make it large enough for
her. For Christmas, my mother had a separate Christmas tree
for me upstairs in our room. One year Nooky and I knocked
over the tree. When my mother came upstairs, she saw the two
of us sitting on the top step, like little innocent angels.
One day Nooky and I were playing with a group of kids in
the next block on Adelaide Street. One of the girls mentioned
having a Tom Thumb wedding. She was going to wear her
grandmother’s wedding dress which we thought was several
hundred years old. We went home and got our Sunday
dresses. I do not remember asking my mother, but later that
afternoon my Aunt Mamie told my mother that she saw Nooky
and me pass the house in a big black car with a bunch of kids. I
guess Nooky and I were part of the Tom Thumb wedding party.
Herron Hill Junior High School had a swimming pool. I
could not swim but Nooky and I went in the pool more than
once; swimsuits were furnished. A few years later, I did not
understand the segregated swimming arrangement at my high
school in Ohio. This is why.
Just before leaving for Dayton, I got the skin disease
impetigo around my mouth. I think I got it from a dirty library
book. The sores were around my mouth for a week before they
sent me home from school. When they were practically healed,
they let me back to school. I skated to school, carrying Nooky’s
skates, and we would skate home together. I do not know if it
was the measles, but Nooky got them first. Miss Alice did not
make her stay home long enough and I caught them from her.
If you got a contagious disease in the 1930s, they put a sign on
your house. I do not remember if Nooky and I had the chicken
pox at the same time, but when I got it, I was so excited to have
a sign on my house.
My parents and I moved to Dayton, Ohio April 24, 1942.
On one of our trips to Pittsburgh, we returned home to Dayton
with Nooky and my cousin Sondra Sands in tow. Sondra was a
terrible two-year-old. I think my mother took Nooky and Sondra
home a few days early.
Nooky was accomplished in many areas. While visiting us
in Dayton, she shared her gymnastics abilities learned at
Madison Elementary. Sondra kept trying to stand on her head
to show us she also could do what Nooky was doing. Nooky
was also an excellent artist, even in elementary school. We
played school often using the many school supplies Everett Jr.

Sands-Kirk family in 1926. There was Everett “Papa” Scott Sr.,
Everett Jr., Mrs. Alice (“Miss Alice” Tarpley), Mrs. Louise Smith,
Barbara Smith, Nooky, Nooky’s brother, and two white women
we called “Big Grace” and “Little Grace.” As a youngster, I
thought that Big Grace was married to Everett Scott Jr., who
worked for the Pittsburgh public school system and kept Nooky
and me supplied with chalk and all the supplies we needed to
play school. The Scotts always had a dog. I remember a black
and white terrier and another terrier, an Airedale named Rags.
The Smiths left shortly after they moved to Adelaide. I
remember seeing Nooky, carrying her small suitcase, turn off
Camp Street to Adelaide with the Smiths. The others never
returned but Nooky was there to stay. I do not remember the
first day we met, but I remember I would come down our steps
as Nooky crossed the street and met me on my sidewalk. We
proceeded to Madison Elementary school, two blocks away. My
Uncle Tom named us “The Silent Partners” as we never spoke,
just kept walking toward school.
At the Scotts there was a large, oval-shaped, framed
photo of Everett Sr. on the living room wall, along with a large,
framed copy of Miss Alice’s marriage certificate. Everett had
bullets from his World War I gun that sat on the mantle in the
living room. We were told they would explode if they fell on the
floor. In the reception hall, near the front door, there was an
old upright piano. I never heard Miss Alice play, but I
remember her helping Nooky with her piano lessons before
she met with her piano teacher. Nooky taught me a tune that
beginning pianists learn.
Miss Alice belonged to a social club that seemed to meet
only at the Scotts. Nooky and I always looked forward to eating
the leftover refreshments. Not too long ago, I asked Nooky
what type of social club. She said it was a bridge club. Down the
hill in the back of the Scotts’ house was the Ward Children’s
Home. We were told not to go down to the home. We went
several times, peering in the windows and seeing rows of metal
beds. There was a lady named Miss Harvey who roomed with
the Scotts. She was about 40 years old and smelled awful. We
did not realize it at the time, but she probably could not get in
the bathtub. Many years later when I visited Nooky, I slept in
Miss Harvey’s room and thought of her. I do not remember
just how long she lived at the Scotts.
Nooky and I often sat on her front porch on a wooden
swing. We would stand on the arms of the swing and swing as
high as we could go. You could look from one porch to the
other to the end of the street. I do not remember the Slutsky
boy’s name that lived next door, but he was a year or so older
and sort of a bully. Nooky told him her Uncle Everett was going
to arrest him, as Everett wore police suspenders. We also were
friends with the white boy who lived two doors from her. His
father worked at a dairy and we helped the boy set up a stand
and sold lemonade to everybody in the neighborhood. When
the sale was over, he kept the money. I think we both learned
an early lesson that you can’t trust everyone. Nooky and I also
had two white girlfriends, sisters. I think their last name was
Guilford. We stopped by their house behind Madison
Elementary. I do not remember if they let us in. I had another
white friend named Gail Farley. Nooky came to our house with
dried white paste on her hands and fingers one Saturday
morning. I did not know what she had done but my mother
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brought us. I do not remember what grade she skipped but she
had two doubles in elementary school. I always knew she was
smart.
Nooky came to visit me in Los Angeles about three or four
times. Once her daughter came with her to visit Fred Price’s
church. In the sixties, Charles and Nooky brought their son,
Poogie, to L. A. to appear on the television program Hollywood

of other original members, Florence Ballard and Diana Ross,
though the group disbanded following Wilson's own departure
in 1977. Wilson was inducted along with Ross and Ballard (as
members of the Supremes) into the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame
in 1988.
Wilson later became a New York Times best-selling author
with the release of her first autobiography, Dreamgirl: My Life as
a Supreme, and later, for Supreme Faith: Someday We'll Be
Together, a second autobiography.

Palace. Nooky was immensely proud of the accomplishments
of her children and grandchildren. Another friend and I drove
them through the Truesdale Estates to the vacant lot at the top
of the hill. You could see the entire city. Danny Thomas later
built his home on that lot.
Nooky and my friend Joan Nabors heard me talk about
the Open House I give every year after Christmas. One year,
each decided to fly in and join the celebration. They landed
within an hour of each other; so I asked Joan to meet Nooky at
her terminal. Joan had a lot of fun asking people if they were
Nooky. By the time I picked them up they were like old friends.
Nooky was one of the quickest and wittiest people I have
ever known. She told me she went to D. C. to speak at a
medical function on a Saturday. Friday evening after a group
dinner, someone asked her if she was “An After-Dinner
Speaker.” She paused a minute and said, “ we just ate, and I
am speaking,” so I guess I am.
Nooky was a dear friend. We never had an argument.
When I think of our days together, I miss her.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mary_Wilson_(singer)

2021 CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Because of COVID-19, check online for latest information
May 19-22, 2021
National Genealogical Society
family history conference, Richmond, VA
www.ngsgenealogy.org
May 27 – 30, 2021 “Coming To America”
June 4-5, 2021 “The Genes of Your Family”
June 11-12, 2021 Jamboree “The Stars of your Family”
Southern California Genealogical Society
https://www.scgsgenealogy.com
July 6- 8, 2021
Midwest African American Genealogy Institute
(MAAGI) Conference; Allen County Public Library
Ft. Wayne, IN; http://www.maagiinstitute.org/

Submitted by Dorothylou Sands

FOREVER REMEMBERED
HOWARD LEWIS JOHNSON
August 7, 1941 – January 11, 2021
A jazz musician, he is known mainly for his work on
tuba and baritone saxophone, although he played bass clarinet,
trumpet, and other reed instruments.
He was a sideman, notably with George Gruntz, Hank
Crawford, and Gil Evans. He fronted the tuba ensemble Gravity
and released three albums during the 1990s for Verve Records.
The first, Arrival, was a tribute to Pharaoh Sanders.
In the 1960s he worked with Charles Mingus, Hank
Crawford, Rahsaan Roland Kirk, Archie Shepp, Hank Mobley,
and Gil Evans. He was arranger of a horn section for the Band
on their Rock of Ages album and played with Taj Mahal on The
Real Thing and the Levon Helm band. During the 1970s, he was
the live band conductor of the Saturday Night Live Band.

ONGOING
CAAGS Board Meeting (monthly, 3rd Thursday)
Match 18, 2021; 7p.m. on Zoom
CAAGS General Membership Meeting
March 20, 2021 via Zoom, details to follow
(monthly, 3rd Saturday)
LDS Church of Jesus Christ (when in person)
10623 South San Pedro; Los Angeles, CA 90003
Writers Group (no in-person meetings)
(monthly, 2nd Saturday)
10a.m.– noon, A.C. Bilbrew Library
150 East El Segundo Blvd; Los Angeles, CA
The calendar is subject to change without notice.
Please check our website for current information.
http://www.caags.org/☎ (323) 806-5634

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Howard_Johnson_(jazz_musician)

MARY WILSON
March 6, 1944 – February 8, 2021
A singer, she gained worldwide recognition as a founding
member of The Supremes, the most successful Motown act of
the 1960s and the best-charting female group in U.S. chart
history, as well as one of the best-selling girl groups of all-time.
The group released twelve number-one hit singles on the
Billboard Hot 100 which set the record at the time, ten of which
Wilson sang backing vocals on.
Wilson remained with the group following the departures

CAAGS FINANCIAL SUMMARY
Month Ending January 31, 2021
BEGINNING BALANCE...…..……........................................$10,142.32
INCOME…………………………....................................................1,035.00
DISBURSEMENTS………………………..…….….……………..…............75.00
DESIGNATED FUNDS…………………………………………….........….131.22
ENDING BALANCE…………………………….….…….................$11,102.32
Shirley Hurt, Treasurer
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PLUGGED IN

We’ll celebrate the 35th anniversary of CAAGS at the March
general meeting. If you have memorabilia, video, photos
that chronicle our storied past, or if you have a great idea
on how to celebrate, contact our President, Marie Bryant.

Carolyn Conway, Membership Chair, informs all that
membership dues are payable now!
Individual $30.00, Family $35.00, Libraries & Organizations
$40.00, Hard copy mailed newsletter $15.00 additional
Please make checks/money orders payable to CAAGS and
mail to CAAGS; PO Box 8442; Los Angeles CA 90008

You are invited by the CAAGS Writers Group to write a few
paragraphs about your family or a family member and
read it at the monthly meeting.
Get live online help with your genealogical research at the
Los Angeles Family Search Library (LAFSL.org) on Monday,
Friday and Saturday from 10a.m. to 6p.m. and Tuesday,
Wednesday and Thursday from 10a.m. to 8p.m. CAAGS
members Edna Briggs, Akosua Hobert and Ophelia Sanders
are there for you. Also, look at the many online classes.

Our thanks to Charlotte Bocage for an outstanding talk,
“Are You Lost In Louisiana Research?” She provided
information on colonial Louisiana, female names,
significant Louisiana dates, epidemics pertinent to
Louisiana and an extensive list of records, repositories,
libraires, archives and research aids. Many states were
included in the Louisiana Purchase, so this information is
pertinent to those in several states.many states Find
Charlotte’s handouts in the email blast from Edna Briggs
that provided the link for the February 20th meeting.
Charlotte has a passion for genealogy and offers assistance
in finding your family. Also, she mentors and lectures.
Contact her at rubymoon01@yahoo.com.

The Community Writers Group of Los Angeles announced
the publication of Snapshots Volume 6 at a virtual book
launch. Go to CWGLA.org to find out more and also donate.
THE CAAGS GENEALOGY NOTEBOOK keeps your research in
pristine condition. This treasure is available with a
donation of $12.50 by members and $15.00 by
nonmembers.

Make your Amazon purchases through smile.amazon.com.
Designate CAAGS as your charity and 0.5% of eligible
purchases will go to CAAGS.

A few CAAGS cookbooks are available for a $10 donation.
Support the organization and get some great recipes.

Los Angeles Public Library Genealogy Librarian Julie
Huffman informs us of The HistoryMakers Digital Archive |
Los Angeles Public Library (lapl.org). It is a new database at
the library that can be accessed from home with your
library card. If you don’t have a card but live in Los Angeles,
get one at: E-Card Application | Los Angeles Public Library
(lapl.org).

The public can now explore more than 1.5 million historical
newspaper images online and free of charge. The latest
machine learning experience from Library of Congress
Labs, Newspaper Navigator, allows users to search visual
content in American newspapers dating from 1789 to 1963.
https://blog.eogn.com/2020/09/16/library-of-congresslaunches-new-too

CALLING ALL TECHIES for the Website Committee. Contact
Dr. Edna Briggs at http://www.caags.org

Opt-in at https://www.familysearch.org/blog/en/africanamerican-family-history for the latest Family Search blog
on African-American genealogy.

The Los Angeles Family Search Library has a new website:
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Los_Angeles_Family
Search_Library/Online_Consultation

FINDING YOUR ROOTS- HENRY LOUIS GATES
Check local listings for showings on PBS.

The Southern California Genealogical Society (SCGS) asks
you for up to two submissions of 600 words for their book,
The Stars in Your Family, by March 15, 2021.

NATIONAL GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY (NGS) offers two new
courses: African American Roots: A Historical Perspective
and Federal Land Research. For information, go to
http://www.ngsgenealogy.org/

SCGC invites you to attend a lunch and learn on "The 1950
U.S. Census for Genealogists" By Joel Weintraub, Ph.D. on
Saturday, April10, 2021, from 1p.m to 2:30p.m. Download
Flyer

NEW YORK GENEALOGICAL & BIOGRAPHICAL
SOCIETY(NYG&B) is the largest and oldest genealogical
society in the state. Free resources, talks, webinars, events
are available.
https://www.newyorkfamilyhistory.org/

Enslaved.org is building an open-source architecture to
discover, connect and visualize 600,000 people records and
5 million data points for peoples of the historical slave
trade. Explore or reconstruct the lives of those who were
enslaved, owned saves or participated in the historical
slave trade.

GENEALOGY MAGAZINE on YouTube offers advice to
family historians. http://www.genealogymagazine.com
To Unsubscribe contact ljslyons@gmail.com
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Los Angeles County may return beachfront property
seized from a Black family nearly a century ago.
Manhattan Beach used eminent domain in 1924 to force
Willa and Charles Bruce, the city's first Black
landowners, off the land where they
lived. They also ran a resort for Black
families during a time when beaches in
the strand were segregated.
Part of the land was developed into a
city park. It is now owned by Los
Angeles County and houses the county's lifeguard
headquarters and training center.
County Supervisor Janice Hahn said she's exploring
options to restore justice for the family, including giving
the land back, paying for what they lost or leasing the
property from them so the lifeguard building can
remain at the location. “I wanted the county of Los
Angeles to be a part of righting this terrible wrong.,”
Hahn told KABC-TV.
Meanwhile, a Manhattan Beach city task force is
recommending that the City Council considers issuing
an apology and creating a commemorative plaque to
acknowledge the Bruce family.
Anthony Bruce, one of the family’s last living direct
descendants now living in Florida, says the seizure
robbed him of his family’s legacy. “It was a wrong
against the Bruce family,” says Anthony Bruce. “I think
we would be wealthy Americans still living there in

Neither the newsletter editor nor CAAGS guarantees publication of any submission. Submissions are due by the
third Saturday of each month.

phenomenon, when describing his 40-year career
trajectory that traveled from the back of the bus to the
front. “Every job that I held, from the first job to the
last, had never been held by a Black,” Jacobs said. He
noted that Blacks were tolerated, not totally embraced,
but as long as your contributions became evident, you
were more acceptable.
As his career progressed, he transferred in the
1960s to Rockwell, now Boeing, where he developed a
specialty designing engine components, hydraulics,
pneumatics and propulsion systems. Jacobs climbed the
company ladder smoking pipes and playing bridge to
assimilate into the white workplace until his retirement
in 1996. From entry-level engineer to mahogany row, he
ranked highest as an executive level project manager.
Coming of age when there were no Black role
models in the industry, Jacob now speaks at schools
and science centers to share his “against all odds”
experience with a younger generation pursuing STEM
careers. He's a great storyteller, said Benjamin Dickow,
president and executive director of the Columbia Space
Center. “And he's got a great story to tell. I want kids
and fieldtrippers to be able to see people like Shelby,
just regular people who might not fit the stereotype of
what an engineer on the [NASA] moon program looked
like.

California... Manhattan Beach probably.”
Associated Press March 9, 2021
Submitted by Akosua Hobert

SHELBY JACOBS

Shelby Jacobs, whose contribution to the Apollo
program accelerated the space race, is now a retired
mechanical engineer. The 83 year old compared life to a
marathon or building blocks. As a Black kid who lived
during the same time as Martin Luther King Jr. and
watched President Lyndon Johnson sign the 1964 Civil
Rights Acts into law Jacobs said, “the doors of
opportunity were not wide open, they still aren't. There
may be a crack and you can push your way through.” As
an engineer and aerospace pioneer, Jacobs should
know.
His most acclaimed work, a camera system
designed to capture the rocket separations for the
unmanned Apollo 6 launch, proved the viability of the
disengagement and also captured the earth's curvature
on film. For the first time and on April 4, 1968, the 16
millimeter onboard footage captured history in full
color, moving man one step closer to the moon. “I didn't
know that particular series of film would develop a life
of its own,” he said. Marking the Apollo programs 50th
anniversary, The Columbia Memorial Space Center in
Downey feature[ed] Jacobs as the first in a series of
space race contributors with his own display starring
the blue marble image he made possible.
The exhibit went beyond Jacobs’ single recorded
moment to cover his 40-year career, encapsulated how
he achieved the impossible. “[Becoming an engineer]
was literally out of the question at the time, and most
people let me know that,” Jacobs recalled. “They
thought it best if I just picked up a hammer and saw.
As a UCLA undergraduate, he got his first job in
the space race before graduation, developing the Atlas
engine for project Mercury at the Canoga Park space
program, Rocketdyne. There, only eight of its 5,000
engineers were Black. Even in his hometown Val Verde,
a red lined North Los Angeles area where Blacks were
allowed to live, Jacobs described the flurry of rumors
that his job was a sham. Jokingly or not, his neighbors
claimed Jacobs would pack a change of clothes and put
away his suit once he got to some old menial job. At
the time, the highest ranking Black person the aspiring
STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering, Mathematics)
student knew of was the Director of Parks and
Recreation for his city. “There was nobody that could
give me any evidence that I could do what I did,” he
said.
In conversation, Jacobs frequently used one of his
special phrases, in particular the Jackie Robinson

This article is from The Press Telegram; January 27, 2019.
It was submitted by Jimmy Murray.

--------------------------------------

FOREVER REMEMBERED

DEBRA HURT
Debra Hurt, the wife of our Parliamentarian, Charles
Hurt, passed away on March 6, 2021. She and Charles
had been married for 39 years. She was born and
raised in Los Angeles, graduated from Dorsey High
School and attended Cal State Northridge. Our heartfelt
condolences go to Charles.
IRV CROSS
July 27, 1939 – February 28, 2021
Irvin Acie Cross was a professional football player
and sportscaster. He played cornerback in the
National Football League (NFL) and was a two-time
Pro-Bowl selection with the Philadelphia Eagles.
Working with CBS, Cross was the first AfricanAmerican sports analyst on national television. He
was an initial co-host of The NFL Today, which
became the pregame show standard for all
television networks.
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Irv_Cross
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MARVIN HAGLER
May 23, 1954 – March 13, 2021
Marvelous Marvin Hagler was a professional boxer
and film actor who competed in boxing from 1973 to
1987. He reigned as undisputed middleweight
champion from 1980 to 1987, making twelve
successful defenses of that title, and holding the
highest knockout percentage of all undisputed
middleweight champions, while also holding the third
longest unified championship reign in boxing
history, at twelve consecutive defenses. His
reign as undisputed middleweight champion is the
second-longest of the last century.

DOUGLAS TURNER WARD
May 5, 1930 – February 20, 2021
A playwright, actor, director, and theatrical
producer, Ward was noted for being a founder and
artistic director of the Negro Ensemble Company
(NEC). He was nominated for the Tony Award for Best
Featured Actor in a Play in 1974 for his role in The
River Niger, which he also directed.
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Douglas_Turner_Ward

2021 CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Because of COVID-19, check online for latest information

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Marvelous_Marvin_Hagler

May 19-22, 2021
National Genealogical Society
family history conference, Richmond, VA
www.ngsgenealogy.org

VERNON E. JORDAN, JR.
August 15, 1935 – March 1, 2021
He was an American business executive and
civil rights activist who worked for various civil
rights movement organizations before becoming a
close advisor to President Bill Clinton.
Jordan grew up in Atlanta, Georgia and
graduated in 1957 from the DePauw University. In
the early 1960s, he began his civil rights career, most
notably being a part of a team of lawyers that
desegregated the University of Georgia. He then
continued to work for multiple civil rights
organizations until the late 1980s. In the early 1990s,
he became a close ally of Bill Clinton and served as
part of the transition team. Until his death, Jordan
worked with multiple corporations and investment
banking firms. During the 2004 election, he worked
for John Kerry's campaign.

May 27 – 30, 2021 “Coming To America”
June 4-5, 2021 “The Genes of Your Family”
June 11-12, 2021 Jamboree “The Stars of your Family”
Southern California Genealogical Society
https://www.scgsgenealogy.com
July 6- 8, 2021
Midwest African American Genealogy Institute
(MAAGI) Conference; Allen County Public Library
Ft. Wayne, IN; http://www.maagiinstitute.org/
ONGOING
CAAGS Board Meeting (monthly, 3rd Thursday)
April 15, 2021; 7p.m. on Zoom
CAAGS General Membership Meeting
April 17, 2021 via Zoom, details to follow
(monthly, 3rd Saturday)
LDS Church of Jesus Christ (when in person)
10623 South San Pedro; Los Angeles, CA 90003
Writers Group (no in-person meetings)
(monthly, 2nd Saturday via Zoom)
10a.m.– noon, A.C. Bilbrew Library
150 East El Segundo Blvd; Los Angeles, CA

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vernon_Jordan

FREDERICK K.C. PRICE
January 3, 1932 – February 12, 2021
He was an American televangelist and author,
who was the founder and apostle of Crenshaw
Christian Center (CCC), located in South Los
Angeles, California. He was known for his Ever
Increasing Faith ministries broadcast, which aired on
both television and radio.
Born in Santa Monica, California, Price
attended McKinley Elementary School in Santa
Monica, Foshay Junior High, Manual Arts High School
and Dorsey High School in Los Angeles, and then
completed two years of schooling at Los Angeles City
College. Price later received an honorary diploma
from the Rhema Bible Training Center (1976) and an
honorary Doctor of Divinity degree from Oral
Roberts University (1982).

The calendar is subject to change without notice.
Please check our website for current information.
http://www.caags.org/☎ (323) 806-5634

CAAGS FINANCIAL SUMMARY
Month Ending February 28, 2021
BEGINNING BALANCE...…..……........................................$11,177.32
INCOME…………………………......................................................,710.00
DISBURSEMENTS………………………..…….….……………..…..........165.72
DESIGNATED FUNDS…………………………………………….........….131.22
ENDING BALANCE…………………………….….…….................$11,721.60
Shirley Hurt, Treasurer

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Frederick_K._C._Price
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At the April general meeting, Cynthia Mills will lecture
on the FamilySearch Wiki.

PLUGGED IN
CAAGS, founded by Lonnie Bunch, Ph.D., Edgar F. Love
and James Dent Walker, celebrated an informative and
fun-filled 35th anniversary. Charter members Frankye
Charles, Jamesetta Glosson-Hammons, Ronald Higgins
and Barbara Walker, wife of James Dent Walker,
reminisced about the early years. Carolyn Connor and
Raymond Marshall also shared memories. Chris Greene
gave an information-packed lecture on Solving An
Adoption/Unexpected Connection Using Autosomal
DNA. Two videos reviewed CAAGS history. See Founders,
Meeting Places, Past Presidents at
https://youtu.be/poNgQE_15DU and PBS- Ancestors Part VII,
African-American Research https://youtu.be/-Vnt37dh9P8.

Get live online help with your genealogical research at
the Los Angeles Family Search Library (LAFSL.org) on
Monday, Friday and Saturday from 10a.m. to 6p.m. and
Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday from 10a.m. to
8p.m. CAAGS members Edna Briggs, Akosua Hobert and
Ophelia Sanders are there for you. Also, look at the
many online classes.
The Community Writers Group of Los Angeles
announced the publication of Snapshots Volume 6. Go
to CWGLA.org to find out more and also donate.
THE CAAGS GENEALOGY NOTEBOOK keeps your
research in pristine condition. This treasure is available
with a donation of $12.50 by members and $15.00 by
nonmembers.

Carolyn Conway, Membership Chair, informs all that
membership dues are payable now!
Individual $30.00, Family $35.00, Libraries &
Organizations $40.00, Hard copy mailed newsletter
$15.00 additional
Please make checks/money orders payable to CAAGS
and mail to CAAGS; PO Box 8442; Los Angeles CA 90008

A few CAAGS cookbooks are available for a $10
donation. You can now prepare some delicious meals.
The public can now explore more than 1.5 million
historical newspaper images online and free of charge.
The latest machine learning experience from Library of
Congress Labs, Newspaper Navigator, allows users to
search visual content in American newspapers dating
from 1789 to 1963.
https://blog.eogn.com/2020/09/16/library-of-congresslaunches-new-too

Make your Amazon purchases through
smile.amazon.com. Designate CAAGS as your charity
and 0.5% of eligible purchases will go to CAAGS.
Los Angeles Public Library Genealogy Librarian Julie
Huffman informs us of The History Makers Digital
Archive | Los Angeles Public Library (lapl.org). It is a
new database at the library that can be accessed from
home with your library card. If you don’t have a card
but live in Los Angeles, get one at: E-Card Application |
Los Angeles Public Library (lapl.org).

The latest Family Search blog on African-American
genealogy can be found at
https://www.familysearch.org/blog/en/africanamerican-family-history

CALLING ALL TECHIES for the Website Committee.
Contact Dr. Edna Briggs at http://www.caags.org

Check local listings for showings of FINDING YOUR
ROOTS- HENRY LOUIS GATES on PBS.

The Los Angeles Family Search Library has a new
website:
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Los_Angeles_Fa
milySearch_Library/Online_Consultation

NATIONAL GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY (NGS) offers two
exciting courses: African American Roots: A Historical
Perspective and Federal Land Research. For
information, go to http://www.ngsgenealogy.org/

SCGC invites you to attend a lunch and learn on "The
1950 U.S. Census for Genealogists" By Joel Weintraub,
Ph.D. on Saturday, April10, 2021, from 1p.m to 2:30p.m.
Download Flyer

NEW YORK GENEALOGICAL & BIOGRAPHICAL
SOCIETY(NYG&B) is the largest and oldest genealogical
society in the state. Free resources, talks, webinars,
events are available.
https://www.newyorkfamilyhistory.org/

Enslaved.org is building an open-source architecture to
discover, connect and visualize 600,000 people records
and 5 million data points for peoples of the historical
slave trade. Explore or reconstruct the lives of those
who were enslaved, owned saves or participated in the
historical slave trade.

GENEALOGY MAGAZINE on YouTube offers advice to
family historians. http://www.genealogymagazine.com
To Unsubscribe contact ljslyons@gmail.com
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ESTHER LEE JONES
(Betty Boop)
The iconic cartoon character Betty Boop was
inspired by a Black jazz singer known as Baby Esther.
A child prodigy, Esther was initially managed by her
father and mother, Gertrude and William Jones. At
the age of six, she won first prize in a Charleston
dance contest in her hometown of Chicago, and later
became known as Betty Boop.
By 1924, Lou Bolton, a Russian-American
theatrical manager, saw Baby Esther’s performance
and began managing her. A scat singer, dancer and
acrobat, she learned to sing in different languages
while making funny faces and rolling her eyes. She
added phrases like “Boop-oop-a-doop,” which later
became a distinguishing feature of the Betty Boop

Neither the newsletter editor nor CAAGS guarantees publication of any submission. Submissions are due by the
third Saturday of each month.

For Baby Esther, life was not so great. The
woman who inspired the Betty Boop character was
never really compensated. In fact, she never really
achieved mainstream success. During her entire
career, she was mostly only known locally in the
New York City area.
In 1934 Esther became a full time acrobat,
seemed to have disappeared, and was “declared
dead in absentia.” She was only 15 years old. Her
disappearance occurred around the same time as
the Kane-Fleischer court case. She is, however,
mentioned in many documentaries and books about
the Harlem Renaissance.
Initially, Betty Boop was shown in cartoons as
an African-American woman, and she appeared in at
least one animated scene in the popular Popeye The
Sailor Man series. Soon after, Betty was transformed
into a white woman and remained so subsequently.
The original Betty Boop cartoons were made in black
and white, and new color cartoons appeared in the
1960s. Betty Boop appeared in two TV specials in
1985, and Paramount now holds the television rights.
Over the years, as one of the best-known
popular cartoon characters, Betty Boop has
undergone many changes. At least 15 people sang as
her voice, and adult audiences were drawn to her as
a symbol of the Depression era. Betty Boop’s
transformations include a dog (with floppy ears, high
heels, a sexy body, earrings, short hair with curls,
and a short dress with garters). Later she was more
sedately dressed and toned down.
In the comics, there was a comic strip from
1934-1937. From 1984-1988 there was a comic strip
revival, which included Betty Boop and Felix the Cat.
In 1990 there were comic books. In 2016, Dynamite
Entertaining published new Betty Boop comics.
Betty Boop was voted 17th out of 50 of the
greatest cartoon characters in 2002. In
2004 Betty Boop was voted number 96 among 100
greatest cartoons. In the United Kingdom in 2009,

ESTHER LEE JONES cont.
cartoons created by animator Max Fleischer in 1930.
The caricature of the jazz age flapper became the
first and most famous sex symbol in animation.
Baby Esther performed in the Cotton Club,
danced with Cab Calloway, and was said to be one of
his Sepia Dancers. She was known as a miniature
Florence Mills because in a nightclub act she did
imitations of Mills. A Movietone talking short was
made of Baby Esther by William Morris in 1928, and
Bolton went on to arrange engagements for her in
Chicago, New York, Detroit, Toronto and other cities.
Bolton then took Esther to Europe in 1929 where she
became the highest paid child star. There she
performed in Paris (the Moulin Rouge) and London.
She performed for Queen Victoria, King Alphonse
XIII, and also in Sweden for King Gustavo. It is said
that she even appeared in a few talkies in Germany.
Later she toured in South America, and was said to
have broken every worldwide record of sudden
theatrical success.
In 1932, when white singer Helen Kane sued
Fleischer Studios for $250,000, claiming that they
had appropriated her persona for the voice of the
cartoon character Betty Boop, the studios defended
themselves by arguing that Kane's style of singing,
characterized by her baby voice and use of the
phrase "boop-boop-a-doop"—was not her own
invention. Lou Bolton, Baby Esther’s manager,
testified that Kane saw Esther's cabaret act in 1928.
At the time Esther was nine years old, and used
interpolated phrases such as "boo-boo-boo" and
"doo-doo-doo." An early test sound film of Baby
Esther's performance was used as evidence. Other
evidence included a recording and testimony from
performers, who confirmed that Baby Esther had
been singing in a baby voice and using interpolations
such as "bo-de-o-do" for several years. The court
ruled against Kane.
Kane, however, benefited colossally from the
appropriation. She recorded for Columbia Records
from 1930 to 1951, and had a salary of $8000 a week
from musicals. In a 1930 caricature, Kane used the
squeaky singing voice which led to Betty Boop being
popularized, and Kane being largely credited with
being “The Boop Girl.” Further notoriety came with
Lane’s appearance on the Ed Sullivan Show. It's
estimated that the Betty Boop franchise generated
millions of dollars in revenue from television
networks and sales of merchandise.

she was the second sexiest cartoon character
(Jessica Rabbit was number 1). In 2010 a Betty
Boop Festival was held in Wisconsin.
References:
http://www.pbs.org/black-culture/explore/10-black-history-littleknown-facts
https://www.blackhistory.com/2018/05/real-betty-boop-blackwoman-baby-esther-whitewashed.html

Submitted by Carolyn Conner and Akosua Hobert
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The National Archives offers a new Genealogy Series. It
will air in May and June. You are invited to watch or
participate real time with family historians and
presenters around the world on YouTube.
https://www.archives.gov/calendar/genealogy-fair

PLUGGED IN
On May 15th, be prepared to Show ‘n Tell your new
findings at the CAAGS membership meeting. Also,
the CAAGS Writers Group will be featured.

Thanks to Cindy Mills for an informative lecture on use
of the FamilySearch Wiki. Contact her at the L.A. Public
Library on M., F., Sat. 10a-6p and T.,W., Th. 10a-8p.

Enslaved.org is building an open-source architecture to
discover, connect and visualize 600,000 people records
and 5 million data points for peoples of the historical
slave trade. Explore or reconstruct the lives of those
who were enslaved, owned saves or participated in the
historical slave trade.

Linda Frierson asks that submissions for the AfricanAmerican obituary project be halted for now. She’ll
announce when obituaries are again being accepted.

The Community Writers Group of Los Angeles
announced the publication of Snapshots Volume 6. Go
to CWGLA.org to find out more and also donate.

Membership dues are payable now!
Individual $30.00, Family $35.00, Libraries &
Organizations $40.00, Add $15.00 for mailed copy.
Make checks/money orders payable to CAAGS and mail
to CAAGS; PO Box 8442; Los Angeles CA 90008.

The new CAAGS website is under construction. Check at
www.CAAGS.org. to view the progress.

Your unique abilities are needed by the organization.
Where can you serve? Elections are in November.

THE CAAGS GENEALOGY NOTEBOOK and CAAGS
COOKBOOK are available for a donation. Use PayPal or
a credit card.

Get live online help with your genealogical research at
the Los Angeles FamilySearch Library (LAFSL.org) on M.,
F., and Sat. from 10a. to 6p.and T., W., and Th. from 10a.
to 8p. Edna Briggs, Akosua Hobert and Ophelia Sanders
are there from CAAGS. Also, look for online classes.

The public can now explore more than 1.5 million
historical newspaper images online and free of charge.
The latest machine learning experience from Library of
Congress Labs, Newspaper Navigator, allows users to
search visual content in American newspapers dating
from 1789 to 1963.
https://blog.eogn.com/2020/09/16/library-of-congresslaunches-new-too

The Southern California Genealogical Society will hold
2021 online virtual conferences: June 4- 5 (The Genes in
Your Family, and June 11-12 (The Stars in Your Family).
https://genealogyjamboree.com/conference-pricing2021/ is the place to get information and register.

The latest Family Search blog on African-American
genealogy can be found at
https://www.familysearch.org/blog/en/africanamerican-family-history

The results of the 1950 U.S. Census will be made public
on Friday, April 1, 2022. The data format is radically
different, so find the many online webinars that
prepare you to access the data.

Check local listings for showings of FINDING YOUR
ROOTS- HENRY LOUIS GATES on PBS.

Make your Amazon purchases through
smile.amazon.com. Designate CAAGS as your charity
and 0.5% of eligible purchases will go to CAAGS.

NATIONAL GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY (NGS) offers two
exciting courses: African American Roots: A Historical
Perspective and Federal Land Research. For
information, go to http://www.ngsgenealogy.org/

Los Angeles Public Library Genealogy Librarian Julie
Huffman informs us of The History Makers Digital
Archive | Los Angeles Public Library (lapl.org). It is a
new database at the library that can be accessed from
home with your library card. If you don’t have a card
but live in Los Angeles, get one at: E-Card Application |
Los Angeles Public Library (lapl.org).

NEW YORK GENEALOGICAL & BIOGRAPHICAL
SOCIETY(NYG&B) is the largest and oldest genealogical
society in the state. Free resources, talks, webinars,
events are available.
https://www.newyorkfamilyhistory.org/
GENEALOGY MAGAZINE on YouTube offers advice to
family historians. http://www.genealogymagazine.com

Dr. Edna Briggs is CALLING ALL TECHIES for the Website
Committee. Contact her at http://www.caags.org
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SHEILA WASHINGTON
1960 - 2021
She founded the Scottsboro Boys Museum and Cultural
Center and waged an effort to honor and exonerate the
group of young Black men unjustly convicted of rape
near Scottsboro Alabama in 1931. In 2013, Governor
Robert Bentley signed the bill that exonerated the
Scottsboro boys. https://wbhm.org/feature/2021/remembering-

EARL SIMMONS
December 18, 1970 – April 9, 2021
Known by his stage name DMX ("Dark Man X"), he was a
rapper, songwriter, and actor. He released his debut
album, It’s Dark and Hell Is Hot in 1998, to critical
acclaim and commercial success. He was the first artist
to debut an album at No. 1 five times in a row on the
Billboard 200 charts. Overall, DMX sold over 74 million
records worldwide. DMX was featured in films, starred
in the reality television series DMX: Soul of a Man, and
published a book, E.A.R.L.: The Autobiography of DMX.

sheila-washington-who-brought-honor-to-the-scottsboro-boys/

2021 CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Because of COVID-19, check online for latest information

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/DMX_(rapper)

May 19-22, 2021
National Genealogical Society
family history conference, Richmond, VA
www.ngsgenealogy.org

ELGIN BAYLOR
September 16, 1934 – March 22, 2021
A professional basketball player, coach, and executive,
he played 14 seasons as a forward in the National
Basketball Association (NBA) for the Minneapolis/Los
Angeles Lakers appearing in eight NBA Finals. Baylor
was a gifted shooter who was best known for his
trademark hanging jump shot. The No. 1 draft pick in
1958, NBA Rookie of the Year in 1959, 11-time NBA AllStar, and a 10-time member of the All-NBA first team,
he was inducted into the Naismith Memorial Basketball
Hall of Fame in1977. For 22 years he was general
manager of the Los Angeles Clippers.

June 4-5, 2021 “The Genes of Your Family”
June 11-12, 2021 Jamboree “The Stars of your Family”
Southern California Genealogical Society
https://www.scgsgenealogy.com
July 6- 8, 2021
Midwest African American Genealogy Institute
(MAAGI) Conference; Allen County Public Library
Ft. Wayne, IN; http://www.maagiinstitute.org/

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Elgin_Baylor

ONGOING

CAAGS Board Meeting (monthly, 3rd Thursday)
May 13, 2021; 7p.m. on Zoom
CAAGS General Membership Meeting
May 15, 2021 via Zoom, details to follow
(monthly, 3rd Saturday)
LDS Church of Jesus Christ (when in person)
10623 South San Pedro; Los Angeles, CA 90003
Writers Group (no in-person meetings)
(monthly, 2nd Saturday via Zoom) 10a.m.– noon

ANTOINE HODGE
1983 - 2021
A respected and celebrated opera singer, Hodge, was a
bass-baritone who performed with more than 15
professional opera companies across the U.S.
He recently appeared in the Metropolitan Opera’s 2019
production of “Porgy and Bess.” One of Mr. Hodge’s
most treasured roles, was King Balthazar in Menotti’s
“Amahl and the Night Visitors.”
https://www.wbrz.com/news/up-and-coming-opera-singer-antoinehodge-succumbs-to-covid-19/

The calendar is subject to change without notice.
Please check our website for current information.
http://www.caags.org/☎ (323) 806-5634

YAPHAT KOTTO
November 15, 1939 – March 15, 2021
He made his professional acting debut in Othello at age
19 and appeared in The Great White Hope. Numerous
film roles and a television series, Homicide: Life on the
Street, followed. Among his films are Live and Let Die
(1973), Alien (1979), The Running Man (1987), and
Midnight Run (1988). Kotto retired from film acting in
the mid-1990s, though he had a final film role in Witless
Protection (2008). He continued with television roles,
however.

CAAGS FINANCIAL SUMMARY
Month Ending March 31, 2021
BEGINNING BALANCE...…..……........................................$11,721.60
INCOME…………………………......................................................,550.00
DISBURSEMENTS………………………..…….….……………..…..........394.75
DESIGNATED FUNDS…………………………………………….........….131.22
ENDING BALANCE…………………………….….…….................$11,876.85
Shirley Hurt, Treasurer

To Unsubscribe contact ljslyons@gmail.com

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Yaphet_Kotto
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The Greenwood District of Tulsa, OK; circa 1920
Known as America’s “Black Wall Street,” it was one of the
wealthiest and most successful African-American communities in
the U.S. during the early 20th Century.

The discovery of oil placed Tulsa on the world’s
stage and ushered in an economic renaissance that was
unparalleled in other parts of the U.S. Tulsa soon was
referred to as the “Magic City,” “Boom Town” and the
“Oil Capitol of the World.” To attract Blacks to
Oklahoma, there were land boosters who bought
enormous tracts of land hoping to attract large
numbers of Blacks to live in Black townships. This
resulted in about 28 Black towns being formed; 13 of
these towns are still in existence today.
Although many contributed to the founding of
Tulsa, there were five Black founding fathers: O.W.
Gurley, J.B. Stradford, A.J. Smitherman, John and Loula
Williams, and Simon Berry. Gurley came to Tulsa from
Arkansas and named Tulsa’s Greenwood after a city in
Arkansas; Gurley owned numerous businesses in
the Greenwood District. “The Negro Wall Street” title
was given to the area by Booker T. Washington who

Neither the newsletter editor nor CAAGS guarantees publication of any submission. Submissions are due by the
third Saturday of each month.

internment camps/bedded at the Tulsa Fairgrounds.
Prior to the 1921 Tulsa Race Massacre, there was
Red Summer, the period from winter through autumn
of 1919 when race massacres occurred in about 50 cities
across the United States. There were many contributing
causes to the massacres. For one, demobilization of the
armed forces produced social tensions. Some 400,000
black veterans returned to observable economic
disparities and racial oppression. A post war economic
recession and increased competition in the job and
housing markets between ethnic European Americans
and African Americans were contributors. Also, there
was labor unrest (blacks used as strikebreakers)
inflaming resentment of white workers.
By 1942, about 242 of Tulsa’s Black-owned
businesses had been reestablished. However, by the
1970s, redlining persisted, while urban renewal
displaced and major highways dissected Black North
Tulsa. Today there’s very little left of what O.W. Gurley
envisioned for Greenwood. Instead, there is the 200
acre Oklahoma State University satellite, the Tulsa
Drillers baseball stadium, gentrification, and many
white residents. Black Wall Street now is only a few
meager blocks and Blacks comprise less than a fourth
of the Greenwood historical district population. A food
desert, with no full-service grocery store within nine
miles, North Tulsa recently celebrated the opening of
the first such store in ten years.
Currently, there are three race massacre
survivors: Lessie Benningfield Randle (107 years Old),
Hughes Van Ellis (100 years old), and Viola Ford Fletcher
(106 years old). None receives social security because
of being in jobs, such as domestic, that were excluded
from the rolls. Some groups are appropriating the
massacre survivors’ experiences to raise money for
their own particular cause. 30 million dollars was
raised for Greenwood Rising that does not benefit the
survivors or their descendants. The survivors remain
poor, having never been compensated by the city of
Tulsa, the state, or insurance companies.
Information about the massacre was obscured
for years, but fragments are constantly emerging.
Recent accounts from Dick Rowland’s cousin, Ellouise
Cochran, substantiated that Sarah Page and Dick
Rowland were lovers planning to get married. Sarah
was at Dick’s grandmother’s home regularly for Sunday
dinner. At the time, miscegenation laws prohibited
such relationships and often imposed a jail penalty. It
was not until 1967 that the U.S. Supreme Court
removed restrictions throughout the country. After the
massacre, Dick and Sarah left Tulsa and did marry.

(TULSA: A Glimpse, cont.)
was immensely impressed with what he saw. J.B.
Stradford was an influential lawyer, the first in Indian
Territory. He built the 65-room Stradford Hotel and
numerous other properties. A.J. Smitherman was the
editor and publisher of the Tulsa Star newspaper. He
amassed great wealth and enjoyed influential status
from political involvement throughout Oklahoma. John
and Loula Williams became influential and extremely
wealthy from their many business ventures in Tulsa.
Simon Berry, a hardworking businessman and airplane
pilot owned a jitney service. Later he owned a bus
company that earned $500 per day, truly unheard of in
those times. Also, Berry owned an airline charter
service that catered to wealthy white clients. From the
cooperative efforts of these and other pioneers,
businesses thrived and prospered. The dollar was
exchanged about twelve times and this self-sustaining
community continued to prosper. However, the
accumulation of wealth in the Greenwood district
triggered envy, and ignited into the 1921 Tulsa Race
Massacre. The losses stretch into billions of dollars
today, representing colossal lost generational wealth.

Greenwood Burning, Tulsa Historical Society & Museum

The excuse for the massacre was the alleged
assault of 17-year-old Sarah Page, a white female
elevator operator, by 19-year-old Dick Rowland, a young
black man. When Blacks, some World War I veterans,
appeared at the courthouse to protect Rowland from
lynching by the white mob, a confrontation ensued.
Shots were fired and whites began destroying the
nearby African-American Greenwood area. Beginning
May 31, 1921, and over the next two days, vigilantes
looted and burned 35 square blocks, an estimated 1,500
homes and over 600 businesses. Among them were 21
churches, 21 restaurants, 30 grocery stores, two movie
theaters, a hospital, a bank, a post office, libraries,
schools, law offices, a half-dozen private airplanes and
even a bus system. 10,000 people were left homeless,
and an estimated 300 to 3,000 people were killed,
missing and wounded. Private planes were even seen
bombing buildings. Those Blacks who were not arrested
by the Oklahoma National Guard were detained in

References:
https://www.athometulsa.com/greenwood-district/
Tulsa, 100 Years Later, Essence Magazine , May/June 2021
The Genesis of Tulsa’s Black Wall Street, by Otha Willis; EMBERS, summer 2020
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Monica Maurasse is the new Facebook Administrator.
Ophelia Sanders and Gwen Byrd will teach the CAAGS
beginners class.

Your unique abilities are needed by the organization.
Where can you serve? Elections are in November. All
offices are open, including committee appointments
like newsletter editor.

Alva Stevenson is the guest speaker at the CAAGS group
meeting on Juneteenth. Her topic is A Shared Legacy:
The African Presence in Mexico. She’ll explore the history
of Afro Mexicans indigenous to Mexico, northward
migrants to Los Angeles and other parts of California and
the Southwest, and African-American migrants to Mexico.

Linda Frierson asks that submissions for the AfricanAmerican obituary project be halted for now. She’ll
announce when obituaries are again being accepted.
Membership dues are: Individual $30.00, Family $35.00,
Libraries & Organizations $40.00. Add $15.00 for mailed
copy. Make checks/money orders payable to CAAGS and
mail to CAAGS; PO Box 8442; Los Angeles CA 90008.

Our president, Marie Bryant, welcomes Juneteenth ideas.
The Lone Star Slavery Project makes digitally accessible
Texas’s documentary record of its slave society. The project
focuses on 18 counties that accounted for 38 percent of the
enslaved population of Texas in 1860.
https://digital.sfasu.edu/digital/collection/lonestarslave
https://www.facebook.com/texasrunawayslaveproject/

Get live online help with your genealogical research at the
Los Angeles FamilySearch Library (LAFSL.org) on M., F., and
Sat. from 10a. to 6p.and T., W., and Th. from 10a. to 8p.
Edna Briggs, Akosua Hobert and Ophelia Sanders are there
from CAAGS. Also, look for online classes.

Enslaved.org is building an open-source architecture to
discover, connect and visualize 600,000 people records and
5 million data points for peoples of the historical slave
trade. Explore or reconstruct the lives of those enslaved,
owned slaves or participated in the historical slave trade.

The Southern California Genealogical Society will hold 2021
online virtual conferences: June 4- 5 (The Genes in Your
Family), and June 11-12 (The Stars in Your Family).
https://genealogyjamboree.com/conference-pricing-2021/is
the place to get information and register. CAAGS
volunteers are needed for our breakout room.

The Community Writers Group of Los Angeles announced
the publication of Snapshots Volume 6. Go to CWGLA.org
to find out more and also donate.

Make your Amazon purchases through smile.amazon.com
and 0.5% of your eligible purchases will go to CAAGS.

The new CAAGS website is almost complete. Go to
www.CAAGS.org. to view it.

Genealogy Librarian Julie Huffman informs us of The
History Makers Digital Archive | Los Angeles Public Library
(lapl.org). This database can be accessed from home with
your library card. L. A residents can get a card at: E-Card
Application | Los Angeles Public Library (lapl.org).

THE CAAGS GENEALOGY NOTEBOOK and COOKBOOK are
available for a donation. Use PayPal or a credit card.
The public can now explore more than 1.5 million historical
newspaper images online free of charge. The latest
machine learning experience from Library of Congress
Labs, Newspaper Navigator, allows users to search visual
content in American newspapers dating from 1789 to 1963.
https://blog.eogn.com/2020/09/16/library-of-congresslaunches-new-too

Charlotte Bocage has a passion for genealogy. She
lectures, mentors and can help you find your family.
Dr. Edna Briggs is CALLING ALL TECHIES for the Website
Committee. Contact her at http://www.caags.org
The National Archives offers a new Genealogy Series in
May and June. Watch or participate real time with family
historians and presenters around the world on YouTube.
https://www.archives.gov/calendar/genealogy-fair

Find the latest African-American Family Search blog at
https://www.familysearch.org/blog/en/african-americanfamily-history
Check local listings for showings of FINDING YOUR

Ancestry® launches “Questions and Ancestors™: Black
Family History,” a video content series hosted by Nicka
Sewell-Smith, an expert in Black genealogy. Nicka will help
everyday individuals and leaders explore their roots.
https://ancestry.com/history

ROOTS- HENRY LOUIS GATES on PBS.

NATIONAL GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY (NGS) offers two
courses: African American Roots and Federal Land
Research at http://www.ngsgenealogy.org/

NEW YORK GENEALOGICAL & BIOGRAPHICAL
SOCIETY(NYG&B) has free resources such as webinars.
https://www.newyorkfamilyhistory.org/

GENEALOGY MAGAZINE on YouTube offers advice to
family historians at http://www.genealogymagazine.
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FOREVER REMEMBERED

heavyweight division (bronze at the inaugural 1974 World
Championship, silver at the 1975 Pan American Games, and
gold at the 1976 Summer Olympics). Spinks also had a brief
career as a professional wrestler in the 1990s.

The membership of CAAGS extends condolences to
Dr. Edna Briggs on the recent loss of her brother-in-law.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Leon_Spinks

LAWRENCE O. GRAHAM
December 25, 1961 – February 19, 2021
He was an attorney and NY Times best-selling author of 14
non-fiction books on the subjects of politics, education,
race, and class in America. His work appeared in such
publications as The NY Times, Reader’s Digest, Glamour
and U.S. News & World Report. His book Our Kind of
People: Inside America’s Black Upper Class was a NY
Times, Los Angeles Times and Essence Magazine bestseller,
as well as a Book of the Month Club selection.

2021 CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Because of COVID-19, check online for latest information
June 4-5, 2021 “The Genes of Your Family”
June 11-12, 2021 Jamboree “The Stars of your Family”
Southern California Genealogical Society
https://www.scgsgenealogy.com
CAAGS members are needed to staff the AfricanAmerican breakout room.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lawrence_Otis_Graham

JULIAN MANCE
October 10, 1928 – January 17, 2021
Known as Junior Mance, he was a jazz pianist and
composer. Encouraged to study medicine at
nearby Northwestern University in Evanston, IL by his
mother, she agreed to let him attend Roosevelt College in
Chicago instead. Mance signed up for music classes, though
he found that jazz was forbidden by the faculty, and did
not finish out the year. Mance made his recording debut
with Gene Ammons in1947, held the Stan Getz chair in
the Woody Herman band and recorded with Lester Young.
He and Ammons recorded with Sonny Stitt in 1950.

July 6- 8, 2021
Midwest African American Genealogy Institute
(MAAGI) Conference; Allen County Public Library
Ft. Wayne, IN; http://www.maagiinstitute.org/

ONGOING

CAAGS Board Meeting (monthly, 3rd Thursday)
June 17, 2021; 7p.m. on Zoom
CAAGS General Membership Meeting
June 19, 2021 via Zoom, details to follow
(monthly, 3rd Saturday)
LDS Church of Jesus Christ (when in person)
10623 South San Pedro; Los Angeles, CA 90003
Writers Group (no in-person meetings)
(monthly, 2nd Saturday via Zoom) 10a.m.– noon

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Junior_Mance

BRYAN MONROE
August 22, 1965 – January 13, 2021
He was a journalist and educator, who was the editor of
CNNPolitics.com (2011–15). He was previously the vice
president and editorial director of Ebony and Jet
magazines at Johnson Publishing Co. As assistant vice
president of news at Knight Ridder he helped to lead the
team of journalists that won the 2006 Pulitzer Prize Gold
Medal for Public Service for coverage of Hurricane Katrina.
Monroe also had academic positions at Harvard University
and Northwestern University’s Medill School of Journalism,
and from 2015 held the Verizon Chair at Temple
University’s Klein School of Media and Communication.

The calendar is subject to change without notice.
Please check our website for current information.
http://www.caags.org/☎ (323) 806-5634

CAAGS FINANCIAL SUMMARY

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bryan_Monroe

Month Ending April 30, 2021

BEGINNING BALANCE...…..…….................................$11,876.85
INCOME…………………………..............................................,395.00
DISBURSEMENTS………………………..………………..…..........373.30
DESIGNATED FUNDS…………………… ……………….........….131.22
ENDING BALANCE………………………….…….................$11,898.25

LEON SPINKS
July 11, 1953 – February 5, 2021
Leon Spinks was a professional boxer. He won the heavy
weight championship in 1978 after defeating Muhammad
Ali in a split decision in one of the biggest upsets in boxing
history. Spinks was later stripped of the World Boxing
Council title for facing Ali in an unapproved rematch seven
months later, which he lost by a unanimous decision. As
an amateur, Spinks won numerous medals in the light

Shirley Hurt, Treasurer

To Unsubscribe contact ljslyons@gmail.com
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The 1st Rhode Island Regiment, circa 1778
(Copyright infringement unintended)

From the American Revolution to today,
African Americans have fought valiantly for America.
Currently, the U.S. is engaged in withdrawing from
Afghanistan after 20 years there. General Lloyd J.
Austin III, 28th U.S. Secretary of Defense and the first
African American appointed to that position, heads
the military as thousands are being evacuated. As a
military man and West Point graduate, Austin stands
on the shoulders of greats (Henry Flipper, John
Alexander, Charles Young, Benjamin O. Davis Jr.).
However, from the first enslaved African to today’s
army, the road for Austin and others has been long
and difficult.
When General George Washington took
control of the Continental Army in 1775, he issued an
order banning Negroes from serving. A devastating
winter at Valley Forge with low troop numbers

Neither the newsletter editor nor CAAGS guarantees publication of any submission. Submissions are due by the
third Saturday of each month.

BLACKS IN THE MILITARY (cont.)
prompted him to rescind that order. Although
Crispus Attucks was the first man to die for America
in the revolution, it is estimated that 5,000 Negroes
served as soldiers and militia with the American
Patriots. Some also served as guides, messengers,
and spies. One such soldier was James A. Lafayette, a
double agent who provided the British false
information while disclosing accurate accounts to
the Americans. Lafayette was responsible for
reporting on Benedict Arnold after he defected to
the British.
Desparately yearning for their freedom, Negro
slaves were willing to sacrifice their lives; they
believed they would achieve freedom or expand
their civil rights by aligning with the Patriots. These
Negro Patriots served four and a half years, but
many served eight years (eight times longer than the
average period for whites). Many slave owners
encouraged enlistment and sent their slaves as
proxies to avoid serving themselves. After the
conclusion of the war, many Negroes were forced
back into slavery. Peter Salem was an exception; he
was freed by his master. Born into slavery, Salem
served in the local militia and then enlisted and
served in the Continental Army. Along with Salem,
other Negroes were Salem Poor, Barzilai Lew, Blaney
Grusha, Titus Coburn, Alexander Ames, Cato Howe,
and Seymour Burr; all fought in the Battle of Bunker
Hill. Prince Estabrook, a Minuteman (so called
because they were ready at a minute’s notice), was
wounded at the Battle of Lexington and Concord, the
first battle of the American Revolution. He was
freed by the Benjamin Estabrook family.
In 1778, the Rhode Island Assembly voted to
allow “every able-bodied negro, mulatto or Indian
man slave in the state to enlist in the various
Continental Battalions being raised.” “Every slave so
enlisting, upon passing muster, would be
immediately discharged from the service of his
master or mistress and be absolutely free.” Fearing
the influence of armed slaves on those still in
bondage, the assembly repealed this law. After the
repeal, however, the Rhode Island treasurer
declared a total of 225 men in the 1st Rhode Island
Regiment, including 140 Negro slaves, the largest
percentage in an integrated military unit in the
American Revolution. In 1781, Colonel Christopher
Greene and many of his Negro soldiers were killed
in a skirmish with American Loyalists; Greene’s

body was reported mutilated, likely as punishment
for having led Negro soldiers.
Some 20,000 Negroes thought their
opportunity for freedom was better with the British.
But the British defeat at Yorktown prompted white
Loyalists and thousands of their slaves to evacuate
from Savannah and Charleston and resettle in
Florida and on plantations in the Bahamas, Jamaica,
and other British territories in the Caribbean. All
slaves who escaped behind British lines before
November 30, 1782, were to be freed, with
restitution given to their owners. “The Book of
Negroes” determined which slaves were eligible for
freedom. With certificates of freedom, 3,000 Negro
men, women and children joined the Loyalist exodus
from New York to Nova Scotia in 1783. There the
Negro Loyalists found freedom, but after years of
hardship and denial of the land and provisions they
had been promised, nearly half of them abandoned
the Canadian province. Approximately 400 sailed to
London and 200 returned to Africa in a new
settlement in Sierra Leone.
Army commanders again enlisted Negroes for
the War of 1812 because of a shortage, and in 1814
after the British burned Washington D.C., slaves in
New York and Philadelphia were offered their
freedom if they served in the military.
Over the centuries, Blacks fought with
distinction (the Civil War, the Indian Campaigns, the
Spanish-American War). During World War I, 200,000
Blacks fought. When Woodrow Wilson became
president, however, a new era of segregation and
racism began. During the 1920s, the numbers
dwindled as the influence of the Ku Klux Klan
reached its peak. During World War II, more than 1.2
million Blacks served in the military, but harassment
and violence were pervasive. In 1941, an Army
private was found hanging in a tree with bound
hands and feet at Fort Benning, Georgia. Despite the
circumstances, suicide was not ruled out by the
Army as the cause of death. Not until 1997 when a
military review examined World War II records was
the nation’s highest award, the Medal of Honor,
awarded to seven Black soldiers.
More than 70 years after the Armed Services
were integrated, it is still a fact of life that African
Americans are more likely to be disciplined and less
likely to be promoted than whites, according to an
August 22, 2021 60 Minutes television program, Race
in The Ranks. The most successful black officers
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routinely feel the sting of racial bias and large
segments of the rank and file believe the system is
stacked against them.
General C.Q. Brown rose from fighter pilot to
become the first African American to head the Air
Force and is the only Black since Colin Powell to be a
member of the Joint Chiefs of Staff. “There's a world
that I live in as an African American and there's a
role that I also live in as a minority inside the United
States Air Force,” said Brown. Those two worlds
collided one day last year when a Minneapolis police
officer pressed his knee into George Floyd's neck.”
When General Brown’s comments went viral, a
survey on racial disparity found that two out of
every five African Americans do not trust their chain
of command to address racism bias and unequal
opportunities. Three out of every five believe they
do not receive the same benefit of the doubt as their
white peers if they get in trouble. Young Black
enlisted members are almost twice as likely as white
enlisted members to be involuntarily discharged
based on misconduct. In this survey, there were 123
thousand responses in just two weeks. Further,
Black airmen of all ranks are 57% more likely to face
court martial. African Americans represent 17% of
all the active-duty troops in the military but only 8%
of the officers in key jobs like Air Force pilots. It's
worse at the top. General C. Q. Brown knows
firsthand from flying in the 1990s when the
percentage of Black pilots was 2%. Today it’s still 2%.
According to General Lloyd Austin, the
military has led the way in diversity, but senior
leadership is still not representative of the ranks.
The difference between the past and today is that
General Austin makes the recommendation to the
President of the United States.
•

Charlotte Bocage is setting up our Freedmen’s Bureau
collaborative session with the L.A. Public Library and the
Southern California Genealogical Society. Immediately
register when you are notified or you’ll be left out.
Linda Frierson asks that submissions for the AfricanAmerican obituary project be halted for now. She’ll
announce when obituaries are again being accepted.
Membership dues are: Individual $30.00, Family $35.00,
Organizations $40.00. Add $15.00 for mailed newsletter
copies. Make checks/money orders payable to CAAGS and
mail to CAAGS; PO Box 8442; Los Angeles CA 90008.
Get live online help with your genealogical research at the
Los Angeles FamilySearch Library (LAFSL.org) on M., F., and
Sat. from 10a. to 6p.and T., W., and Th. from 10a. to 8p.
Edna Briggs, Akosua Hobert and Ophelia Sanders are there
from CAAGS. Also, look for online classes.
Make your Amazon purchases through smile.amazon.com
and 0.5% of your eligible purchases will go to CAAGS.
Genealogy Librarian Julie Huffman informs us of The
History Makers Digital Archive | Los Angeles Public Library
(lapl.org). This database can be accessed from home with
your library card. L. A residents can get a card at: E-Card
Application | Los Angeles Public Library (lapl.org).
Charlotte Bocage has a passion for genealogy. She
lectures, mentors and can help you find your family.
Dr. Edna Briggs is CALLING ALL TECHIES for the Website
Committee. Contact her at http://www.caags.org
The National Archives offers a new Genealogy Series.
Watch or participate real time with family historians and
presenters around the world on YouTube.
https://www.archives.gov/calendar/genealogy-fair
Ancestry® launches “Questions and Ancestors™: Black
Family History,” a video content series hosted by Nicka
Sewell-Smith, an expert in Black genealogy. Nicka will help
everyday individuals and leaders explore their roots.
https://ancestry.com/history

This article prompted by information from Charles Hurt

References:
•
Black Past, 1st Rhode Island Regiment
•
Journal of Blacks in Higher Education, Racial History of the
U.S. Military Academies, Winter 1990/ 2000 by Susan D. Hansen
60 Minutes, Race In the Ranks, August 22, 2021
•
•
Wikipedia (various)
•
https://www.history.com/news/the-ex-slaves-who-foughtwith-the-british

NEW YORK GENEALOGICAL & BIOGRAPHICAL
SOCIETY(NYG&B) has free resources such as webinars.
https://www.newyorkfamilyhistory.org/

-----------------------------------------------------------------

PLUGGED IN

Monica Maurasse is the new Facebook Administrator.
Ophelia Sanders and Gwen Byrd will teach the CAAGS
beginners’ class.

Your unique abilities are needed by the organization.
Where can you serve? Elections are in November.
President, 2nd Vice President, Corresponding Secretary,
Parliamentarian, and committee appointments
like Newsletter Editor are open.

Kudos to Alva Stevenson who presented a stellar lecture on
The African Presence in Mexico.

The Salt Lake City Trip is May 15-21, 2022.
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Marcel Theo Hall
April 8, 1964 – July 16, 2021

The Lone Star Slavery Project makes digitally accessible
Texas’ records of its slave society focusing on 18 counties,
38 percent of the enslaved population of Texas in 1860.
https://digital.sfasu.edu/digital/collection/lonestarslave
https://www.facebook.com/texasrunawayslaveproject/

Known professionally as Biz Markie, he was a rapper,
DJ, and record producer. Markie was best known for his
1989 single, “Just A Friend” which became a top 40 hit in
several countries. In 2008, it made No. 100 on VH 1’s list
of the 100 greatest hip hop songs of all time. Markie
was referred to as the "Clown Prince of Hip Hop".

Enslaved.org is building an open-source architecture to
discover, connect and visualize 600,000 people records and
5 million data points for peoples of the historical slave
trade. Explore or reconstruct the lives of those enslaved,
owned slaves or participated in the historical slave trade.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Biz_Markie

Runoko Rashidi

August 16, 1954 – August 2, 2021

The new CAAGS website is almost complete. Go to
www.CAAGS.org. to view it.

An historian, essayist, author, and public lecturer
based in Los Angeles, California, and Paris, France,
he authored or edited 18 books. Among them are The
African Presence in Early Asia (1985, 1988, 1995),
with Ivan Van Sertima, The Black Star: The African
Presence in Early Europe (2012) and African Star over
Asia: The Black Presence in the East (2013). He died
while on a tour of Egypt.

THE CAAGS GENEALOGY NOTEBOOK and COOKBOOK are
available for a donation. Use PayPal or a credit card.
The public can now explore more than 1.5 million historical
newspaper images online free of charge. The latest
machine learning experience from Library of Congress
Labs, Newspaper Navigator, allows users to search visual
content in American newspapers dating from 1789 to 1963.
https://blog.eogn.com/2020/09/16/library-of-congresslaunches-new-too

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Runoko_Rashidi

Carl Edward "Chucky" Thompson Jr.
July 12, 1968 – August 9, 2021
A hip hop and R&B record producer, he was a
member of Bad Boy Entertainment's "Hitmen" team
of in-house producers during the 1990s, and worked
with Sean Combs on material for artists such as The
Notorious B.I.G. and Faith Evans. His productions
include Mary J. Blige's My Life, The Notorious
B.I.G.'s Ready to Die, Faith Evans's Faith, and
Nas’ One Mic.

Roots Tech will occur March 3 -5, 2022. It is virtual and free.
Follow them on Facebook, Instagram.
Find the latest African-American Family Search blog at
https://www.familysearch.org/blog/en/african-americanfamily-history
Check local listings for showings of FINDING YOUR

ROOTS- HENRY LOUIS GATES on PBS.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chucky_Thompson

NATIONAL GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY (NGS) offers two
courses: African American Roots and Federal Land
Research at http://www.ngsgenealogy.org/

2021 CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Because of COVID-19, check online for latest information.

ONGOING

GENEALOGY MAGAZINE on YouTube offers advice to
family historians at http://www.genealogymagazine.
------------------------------------------------

CAAGS Board Meeting (monthly, 3rd Thursday)
September 16, 2021; 7p.m. on Zoom
CAAGS General Membership Meeting
monthly, 3rd Saturday)
September 18, 2021 via Zoom, details to follow
LDS Church of Jesus Christ (when in person)
10623 South San Pedro; Los Angeles, CA 90003
Writers Group (no in-person meetings)
(monthly, 2nd Saturday via Zoom) 10a.m.– noon

FOREVER REMEMBERED

Eloise Greenfield
May 17, 1929 – August 5, 2021
A childrens’s book and biography author and poet, she
was famous for her descriptive, rhythmic style and
positive portrayal of the African-American experience.
Dismayed by the depiction of Blacks and Black
communities in popular media, Greenfield focused her
work on realistic but positive portrayals of
communities, families, and friendships.

The calendar is subject to change without notice.
Please check our website for current information.
http://www.caags.org/☎ (323) 806-5634

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eloise_Greenfield

To Unsubscribe contact ljslyons@gmail.com
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Copy of Slave Payroll

During the U.S. Civil War, the Confederate
Army required enslavers to loan their enslaved
people to the military. Throughout the
Confederacy from Florida to Virginia, these
enslaved people served as cooks and laundresses,
labored in deadly conditions to mine potassium
nitrate to create gunpowder, worked in ordnance
factories, and dug the extensive defensive trench
networks that defended cities such as Petersburg,
Virginia. To track this extensive network of
thousands of enslaved people and the pay their
enslavers received for their lease, the
Confederate Quartermaster Department created
the record series now called the "Confederate
Slave Payrolls." This series is fully digitized and
available in the National Archives Catalog.

Neither the newsletter editor nor CAAGS guarantees publication of any submission. Submissions are due by the
third Saturday of each month.

Confederate Slave Payrolls (cont.)
This series, comprising nearly 6,000 payrolls
for enslaved labor, sheds light on the lives of
enslaved people loaned to the Confederate Army
during the Civil War, and may provide a wealth of
genealogical information relating to the names
and home counties of African Americans. The
payrolls show the time period covered, the
Confederate officer under whom the enslaved
people were employed, the place of service,
names of the enslaver, names and occupations of
the hired enslaved person, number of days
employed, daily rate of wages, amount paid, and
the signature of the person receiving the
payment.
Unusual among these "Confederate Slave
Payrolls," the Ashley Ferry Nitre Works,
Charleston Nitre Works, and Nitre Works District
No. 4 all employed enslaved women as laborers.
During the Civil War, the manufacture of
gunpowder became a serious concern for the
Confederacy. One of the ways the Confederacy
acquired potassium nitrate, a critical element of
gunpowder, was through creating “nitre beds,”
large rectangular pits filled with rotted manure
and straw and covered weekly with urine and
liquid from privies and cesspools. The people
employed by the Confederacy to do this noxious
work were enslaved. The enslaved men, women,
and children named on this payroll were put to
work at the Ashley Ferry Nitre Works in South
Carolina, "Confederate Slave Payroll 4994" –
Ashley Ferry Nitre Works, April 1864. Learn more
about the enslaved women of the Confederate
Nitre Works on the Pieces of History blog.
Many thanks go to Rachel Bartgis,
conservator technician at the National Archives
in College Park, Maryland. This feature was
adapted from Rachel’s posts on the Pieces of
History blog:
•
•

PLUGGED IN
Meetings will continue on Zoom throughout 2021.
The Office of Historic Resources (OHR) and the
Getty Conservation Institute (GCI) have
announced the launch of a new Los Angeles
African American Historic Places Project to more
fully recognize and understand the African
American experience.
The Salt Lake City Trip is May 15-21, 2022.
Charlotte Bocage is setting up our Freedmen’s
Bureau session with the L.A. Public Library and
the Southern California Genealogical Society.
Immediately register when you are notified, or
you’ll be left out.
Linda Frierson is again accepting submissions for
the African- American obituary project.
Elections are in November. We’ll elect President,
2nd Vice President, Corresponding Secretary,
Parliamentarian, and committee chairs.
Get live online help with your genealogical
research at the Los Angeles FamilySearch Library
(LAFSL.org) on M., F., and Sat. from 10a. to 6p.and
T., W., and Th. from 10a. to 8p. Edna Briggs,
Akosua Hobert and Ophelia Sanders are there
from CAAGS. Also, look for online classes.
Genealogy Librarian Julie Huffman informs us
of The History Makers Digital Archive | Los
Angeles Public Library (lapl.org). This database
can be accessed from home with your library
card. L. A residents can get a card at: E-Card
Application | Los Angeles Public Library (lapl.org).

Confederate Slave Payrolls
Enslaved Women…the Confederate Nitre Works

The National Archives offers a new Genealogy
Series. Watch or participate real time with
family historians and presenters around the
world on YouTube.

Also, learn more about the "Confederate Slave
Payrolls" in the National Archives News article by
Victoria Macchi, “Confederate Slave Payrolls Shed

Light on Lives of 19th-Century African American
Families.”

https://www.archives.gov/calendar/genealogy-fair

Make your Amazon purchases through
smile.amazon.com and 0.5% of your eligible
purchases will go to CAAGS.

You can help make these records more
searchable and accessible in the Catalog through
transcription. Can you read 19th century cursive
writing? Join us and help unlock history. Get
started transcribing!

The membership directory will be available
within the next month.

Article From the National Archives Catalog
Submitted by C. Marie Bryant
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Ancestry® launches “Questions and
Ancestors™: Black Family History,” a video
series hosted by Nicka Sewell-Smith, an expert
in Black genealogy. Nicka will help everyday
individuals and leaders explore their roots.
https://ancestry.com/history

FOREVER REMEMBERED
Bob Moses (Robert Parris Moses)
January 23, 1935 – July 25, 2021
He was an educator and civil rights activist,
known for his work as a leader of the Student
Nonviolent Coordinating Committee. Following a
decade in Tanzania, teaching and working with
the Ministry of Education, he returned to the US
where he received a MacArthur Fellowship and
began developing the Algebra Project. The math
literacy program emphasizes teaching algebra
skills to minority students.

Follow CAAGS on FaceBook.
The Lone Star Slavery Project makes digitally
accessible Texas’ records of its slave society
focusing on 18 counties, 38 percent of the
enslaved population of Texas in 1860.

https://inginstitute.stanford.edu/encyclopedia/moses-robertparris

https://digital.sfasu.edu/digital/collection/lonestarslave
https://www.facebook.com/texasrunawayslaveproject/

Melvin Van Peebles
August 21, 1932 – September 22, 2021
An actor, filmmaker, playwright, novelist, and
composer, his feature film debut, The Story of a
Three-Day Pass (1967), was based on his own
French-language novel, and shot in France; it was
difficult for a Black American director to get work
at the time. The film won an award at the San
Francisoco International Film Festival and led to
his American debut of Watermelon Man in 1970.

Enslaved.org is building an open-source
architecture to discover, connect and visualize
600,000 people records and 5 million data
points for peoples of the historical slave trade.
Explore or reconstruct the lives of those
enslaved, owned slaves or participated in the
historical slave trade.
THE CAAGS GENEALOGY NOTEBOOK and
COOKBOOK are available for a donation. Use
PayPal or a credit card.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Melvin_Van_Peebles

Charles P. Robinson
November 9, 1945 – July 11, 2021
An American theater, film, and television actor,
he is best known for his role on the NBC sitcom,
Night Court, as Macintosh "Mac" Robinson. A
native of Houston, Robinson performed since the
1960s, having been a member of the Actors
Studio, and considered by playwright Lyle Kessler
to be "one of the great American Actors."

The public can now explore more than 1.5
million historical newspaper images online
free of charge. The latest machine learning
experience from Library of Congress
Labs, Newspaper Navigator, allows users to
search visual content in American newspapers
dating from 1789 to 1963.
https://blog.eogn.com/2020/09/16/library-ofcongress-launches-new-too

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Charlie_Robinson_(actor)

Lucille Times
April 22, 1921– August 16, 2021
A civil rights activist, she was an active

Roots Tech will occur March 3 -5, 2022. It is
virtual and free. Follow them on
Facebook, Instagram.

participant in the struggle for civil
rights in Montgomery, Alabama throughout
her adult life. She worked for the cause at a
time when the city was at the center of the
national movement.

Find the latest African-American Family Search
blog at
https://www.familysearch.org/blog/en/africanamerican-family-history

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lucille_Times

Michael Kenneth Williams
November 22, 1966 – September 6, 2021
An Emmy-nominated actor and producer most
known for his performances as Omar Little on
the HBO drama series The Wire from 2002 to 2008
and Albert "Chalky" White on the HBO series
Boardwalk Empire from 2010 to 2014.

NATIONAL GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY (NGS)
offers two courses: African American Roots
and Federal Land Research at
http://www.ngsgenealogy.org/
GENEALOGY MAGAZINE on YouTube offers advice to
family historians at http://www.genealogymagazine

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Michael_K._Williams
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would notify them, the case was ultimately dismissed
on July 8, 1966.
Barbara Brackman happened to be researching
quilters from Concord when she stumbled upon
information about Clark, her civil rights activities and
the recent discovery of where she died. The
predominantly white and graying members of the
Altadena Historical Society knew nothing of the
research into Clark, but they too were looking to
uncover long-neglected history in a city about 23%
Black. Within a few weeks, $8,300 had poured in from
the Black community to pay for the grave marker,
ceremony, and reception. Ellen Clark’s celebration of
life was held on Juneteenth.

SEEKING ITS BLACK HISTORY,
ALTADENA GETS A SURPRISE

For 129 years, Black educator and activist Ellen
Garrison Jackson Clark lay unsung and forgotten in an
unmarked grave in Altadena’s Mountain View
Cemetery. She was the granddaughter of a freedman
who fought in the Revolutionary War and spent years
traveling alone through the South to teach formerly
enslaved people how to read and write, protected only
by a paper “passport” to show she had no owner but
herself. In 1866 she went to court to argue that lawabiding African Americans should be able to sit
wherever they chose — nearly 90 years before Rosa
Parks refused to move to the back of the bus in
Montgomery, Ala.
Few know about Clark’s accomplishments — a
serious omission, says historian Christina Lenore Davis,
“because she was a precursor ... showing us it’s not a
new thing for Black women to stand their ground and
take the forefront in promoting change.” Yet until
recently, no one knew when or where she had died.
Solving the mystery of Clark’s final resting place and
marking it with appropriate solemnity took dogged
research by historians captivated by her courage,
serendipity and the racial reckoning ignited by George
Floyd’s murder. At a ceremony organized by the
Altadena Historical Society on Juneteenth, a granite
headstone was unveiled at the long-neglected grave.
Ellen Garrison was born free in Concord, Mass., in
1823, but her family was well acquainted with bondage.
Historians recognize her maternal grandfather, Caesar
Robbins, a patriot who won his freedom by fighting
against the British in the American Revolution. Her
father, Jack Garrison, escaped his enslavers in New
Jersey and ran to Concord. Her mother, Susan Robbins
Garrison, socialized with the abolitionists and
transcendentalists who made Concord famous for its
liberal leanings, joining Ralph Waldo Emerson’s wife,
Lidian, and Henry David Thoreau’s mother, Cynthia, as
charter members of the Concord Female Antislavery
Society in 1837. She was the only Black member of the
group and hosted its second meeting in her home. By
the time Clark was 15, she signed petitions demanding
equal rights for Native Americans and advocating
desegregation of Massachusetts trains and Boston
schools.
Clark wrote that she and fellow Black teacher
Mary Anderson were “thrown, literally thrown” from
the ladies sitting room at the Baltimore train depot.
“We were injured in our persons as well as our feelings.”
She wrote, “I feel the effects of it still.” As a test of the
Civil Rights Act passed the month before, she filed a suit
against the station master. Assured that authorities

Article By Jeanette Marantos, L.A. Times, August 3, 2021
Submitted by Akosua Hobert
----------------------------------------CAAGS FINANCIAL SUMMARY
Month Ending August 31, 2021
BEGINNING BALANCE...….......................................$10,588.85
INCOME………………………….............................................125.00
DISBURSEMENTS…………………….………………..................100.00
DESIGNATED FUNDS…………………………………….........….131.22
ENDING BALANCE……………….….…….......................$10,728.48
Shirley Hurt, Treasurer

-------------------------------------

2021 CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Because of COVID-19, check online for latest information.

ONGOING

CAAGS Board Meeting (monthly, 3rd Thursday)
October 21, 2021; 7p.m. on Zoom
CAAGS General Membership Meeting
monthly, 3rd Saturday)
October 23, 2021 via Zoom, details to follow
LDS Church of Jesus Christ (when in person)
10623 South San Pedro; Los Angeles, CA 90003
Writers Group (no in-person meetings)
(monthly, 2nd Saturday via Zoom) 10a.m.– noon

The calendar is subject to change without notice.
Please check our website for current information.
http://www.caags.org/☎ (323) 806-5634

To Unsubscribe contact ljslyons@gmail.com
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© Business Insider Henrietta Lacks. Reuters
no copyright infringement intended

In 1951, Henrietta Lacks unknowingly had cancer
cells taken from her by doctors at Johns Hopkins.

Neither the newsletter editor nor CAAGS guarantees publication of any submission. Submissions are due by the
third Saturday of each month.

rise in the 17th century, with the nexus between
the slave trade and sugar production fueling the
growth of a host of businesses. Among them were
shipbuilding, metalworks, banking and insurance,
cloth, guns, rum, English sugar refineries, and of
course the lucrative trade in human beings.
For more than a century, standard Western
narratives played down slavery’s role in the rise of
Britain and in much of Atlantic-facing Europe,
favoring cultural explanations for that continent’s
divergence in wealth and power from other
civilizations. Just as the U.S. has in recent decades
increasingly come to recognize the role of slavery
in its history and its social ills, so must Europe
examine the even more neglected impact of sugar
and African slavery on European culture, and the
wealth they created.
The explosion of slave-produced
commodities, led by sugar, coffee and tobacco,
utterly transformed European society, setting the
continent, led by Britain, on its path of
ascendancy in ways that rival in importance their
big economic dividends from slavery.
For all of our present concerns with diet and
health, sugar was a scourge of an altogether
different order for the African continent. More
than any other crop, with its brutal regimens, the
production of sugar ground out the lives of
enslaved people brought to the New World to
labor on plantations, literally working people to
death.
Sugar helped drain Africa of untold millions
of its people, mostly in their prime, and fueled
conflict and political disarray, whose powerful
aftereffects still permeate life on that continent.
In the West, until recently, Eurocentric cultures
have told themselves almost nothing but selfsatisfying stories about the sources of their
success, overlooking their foundations in Black
toil and suffering.

Henrietta Lacks (cont.)
Lacks died from cervical cancer, but the Thermo
Fisher Scientific Company mass-produced and
sold Lacks’ tissues containing the cells, according
to lawyers for the Lacks estate in a news release
to the Guardian. The estate is suing the drug
company that has been profiting off of the Lacks
cancer cells. According to the Guardian, the
lawsuit asked for the full amount of profits from
the cells, as well as permission from the estate to
use the cells in the future. The cells have been
used in a number of medical breakthroughs such
as the polio vaccine and DNA gene mapping.
Known as the HeLa cell line, they became the first
human cells successfully cloned and used for
research touching nearly every realm of medicine.
___________________________

The Story of Sugar: Black Suffering, White Windfall
On Sao Tome, a small island off the coast of
central Africa, the model for producing sugar was
perfected in 1530. The equatorial island boasted a
year-round warm climate, rich volcanic soil, and
abundant rainfall. The only missing ingredient
was the labor needed to plant and harvest the
crop. This labor was found in nearby Africa and
initiated 250 years of mass trade by Europeans in
enslaved people from that continent.
The Sao Tome technique subjected Africans
to chattel slavery on large plantations using a set
of highly synchronized activities that produced
loaves of sugar in unprecedented quantities. From
1627 to 1807, nearly 400,000 enslaved Africans
were put to work in Barbados, making it as big a
market as the English colonies that became the
United States. By the middle of the 17th century
the island was already earning more in profits for
London in sugar than Spain was gaining from its
fabled trade in New World silver. Brazil, which
imported 4.5 million Africans, more than any
other destination, likewise earned far more for
Portugal in sugar than from its gold boom.
The massive wealth that derived from
enslaved labor helped power England’s economic

Howard W. French, a professor of journalism at
Columbia University, is the author most recently
of "Born in Blackness: Africa, Africans, and the
Making of the Modern World, 1471 to the Second
World War."

This [information] originally appeared in the Los Angeles Times
and was submitted by Akosua Hobert.
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PLUGGED IN

The Office of Historic Resources (OHR) and the Getty
Conservation Institute (GCI) have announced the
launch of a new Los Angeles African American Historic
Places Project to recognize and understand the African
American experience more fully.

The Salt Lake City Trip is May 15-21, 2022.
Elections are this month. We’ll elect President, 2nd Vice
President, Corresponding Secretary, Parliamentarian,
and committee chairs.

The public can now explore more than 1.5 million
historical newspaper images online free of charge. The
latest machine learning experience from Library of
Congress Labs, Newspaper Navigator, allows users to
search visual content in American newspapers dating
from 1789 to 1963.
https://blog.eogn.com/2020/09/16/library-of-congresslaunches-new-too

It’s about six months before the release of the 1950
census. Get the most out of the records by
understanding who and what was documented.
CAAGS, L.A. Public Library, and the Southern California
Genealogical Society collaborated to present Sharon
Gilins’ talk on Navigating Freedmen’s Bureau RecordsStrategies for Research Success. The next session of the
Freedmen’s Bureau eXperience will feature Shamele
Jordon on November 13 from 11Am to 1pm PST.
Presentations will be available online for 30 days.

Roots Tech will occur March 3 -5, 2022. It is virtual and
free. Follow them on Facebook.
GENEALOGY MAGAZINE
This You Tube series offers advice and tips for the
family historian. http://www.genealogymagazine.com/

Genealogy Librarian Julie Huffman informs us of The
History Makers Digital Archive | Los Angeles Public
Library (lapl.org). This database can be accessed from
home with your library card. L. A residents can get a
card at: E-Card Application | Los Angeles Public Library
(lapl.org).

The NGS 2022 Family History Conference will be held
May 25 – 28, 2022 in Sacramento, CA.
http://www.conference.ngsgenealogy.org/
The 52nd Southern California Genealogy Jamboree,
Preserving Your Family Tales, occurs August 26th & 27,
2022. The 9th Genetic Genealogy Conference, Solving
Your DNA Puzzles, occurs on August 19 & 20, 2022.
https://www.scgsgenealogy.com/

A first-in-the-nation task force in California will study
reparations and make recommendations, according to
Janie Har of the Associated Press.
The Los Angeles FamilySearch Library has onsite hours
by appointment on Wednesdays and Saturdays from
10am – 6pm PST. Zoom hours are Tuesday through
Saturday from 10 am to 6pm PST. Call 310-474-9990
if you’re having ZOOM trouble. Closed for the
holidays Nov 24 –27 and December 22 - January 3.
Akosua Hobert and Ophelia Sanders represent CAAGS.
Also, look for online classes.

Make your Amazon purchases through
smile.amazon.com and 0.5% of your eligible purchases
will go to CAAGS.
The Lone Star Slavery Project makes digitally accessible
Texas’ records of its slave society focusing on 18
counties, 38 percent of the enslaved population of
Texas in 1860.

The National Archives offers a new Genealogy Series.
Watch or participate real time with family historian
presenters around the world on YouTube.
https://www.archives.gov/calendar/genealogy-fair

https://digital.sfasu.edu/digital/collection/lonestarslave
https://www.facebook.com/texasrunawayslaveproject/

Enslaved.org is building an open-source architecture to
discover, connect and visualize 600,000 people records
and 5 million data points for peoples of the historical
slave trade. Explore or reconstruct the lives of those
enslaved, owned slaves or participated in the historical
slave trade.

FINDING YOUR ROOTS- HENRY LOUIS GATES
Check local listings for showings on PBS.
NATIONAL GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY (NGS) offers two
new courses: African American Roots: A Historical
Perspective and Federal Land Research. For
information, go to http://www.ngsgenealogy.org/

THE CAAGS GENEALOGY NOTEBOOK AND COOKBOOK
are available for a donation. Use PayPal or credit card.
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The brick foundation of The First Baptist Church
was recently unearthed and announced by Colonial
Williamsburg. The structure was found after the
museum analyzed layers of soil and artifacts
including a one-cent coin, according to NPR. The
historical church was formed in 1776 by free and
enslaved Black people. By 1818, the church had its
first building in the former colonial capitol but it was
destroyed by a tornado in 1834. A second structure
was built in 1856 and stood there for a century
before an expanding Colonial Williamsburg bought
the property and turned it into a parking lot in 1956.

FOREVER REMEMBERED
Charles Meigs recently lost his wife. Many of us
remember Charles as a member of CAAGS and a
genealogy lecturer throughout the West Coast.
Condolences can be sent to him at 4479 Don Miguel
Drive, Los Angeles, CA 90008

ALFRED “PEE WEE” ELLIS
April 21, 1941 – September 23, 2021
A saxophonist, composer, and arranger with a
background in jazz, he was a member of James Brown’s
band in the 1960s. He appeared on many of Brown's
recordings and co-wrote hits like Cold Sweat, Say It
Loud- I’m Black and I’m Proud. He also worked with Van
Morrison.

CAAGS FINANCIAL SUMMARY
Month Ending September 30, 2021

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pee_Wee_Ellis

BEGINNING BALANCE….…..……......................................,$10,728.85
INCOME………………………….............................................................00
DISBURSEMENTS………………………..…….….…………..................311.89
DESIGNATED FUNDS……………………………………..................….131.22
ENDING BALANCE…………………………….….…….................$10,416.96

COLIN LUTHER POWELL
April 5, 1937 – October 18, 2021
A statesman, diplomat, four-star general and first
African American to serve as the United States
secretary of state. He served as the 16th U.S. national
security advisor from 1987 to 1989 and as the 12th
chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff from 1989 to
1993. He was the 65th U.S. secretary of state from 2001 to
2005.

Shirley Hurt, Treasurer

Powell was educated in the New York City public
schools and received a bachelor's degree in geology
from the City College of New York. He participated in
ROTC and received a commission as an Army second
lieutenant. He was a professional soldier for 35 years,
during which time he held many command and staff
positions and rose to the rank of four-star general.

2021 CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Because of COVID-19, check online for latest information.

ONGOING

CAAGS Board Meeting (monthly, 3rd Thursday)
November 18, 2021; 7p.m. on Zoom
CAAGS General Membership Meeting
monthly, 3rd Saturday)
November 20, 2021 via Zoom, details to follow
LDS Church of Jesus Christ (when in person)
10623 South San Pedro; Los Angeles, CA 90003
Writers Group (no in-person meetings)
(monthly, 2nd Saturday via Zoom) 10a.m.– noon

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Colin_Powell

LONNIE SMITH
July 3, 1942 – September 28, 2021
Styled Dr. Lonnie Smith, he was a jazz Hammond B3
organist who was a member of the George Benson
quartet in the 1960s. He recorded albums with
saxophonist Lou Donaldson for Blue Note before being
signed as a solo act. He owned the label Pilgrimage and
was named the year's best organist by the Jazz
Journalists Association nine times.

The calendar is subject to change without notice.
Please check our website for current information.
http://www.caags.org/☎ (323) 806-5634

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lonnie_Smith_(jazz_musician)

To Unsubscribe, contact ljslyons@gmail.com

4
Visit us at www.caags.org and follow us on Facebook, California African American Genealogical Society

Heritage Newsletter

California African-American Genealogical Society

December 2021

Volume 33, Number 10
NO MORE CHICKEN, PLEASE

Ten Issues Published Annually
ISSN 1083-8937
California African American Genealogical Society
P.O. Box 8442
Los Angeles, CA 90008-0442
General Membership Meetings
Third Saturday monthly,10:00a.m. (dark July & August)
LDS Church, 10625 S. San Pedro, Los Angeles, CA
BUFFALO SOLDIER

2021 Board of Directors
Elected Officers
Cartellia Marie Bryant– President
Corrine Hill– First Vice President
Carolyn Conway– Second Vice President/Membership
Ronald Fairley – Corresponding Secretary
Christina Ashe– Recording Secretary
Shirley Hurt – Treasurer
Charles Hurt – Parliamentarian
Committee Chairs/Appointed Officers
Peggy Powell – Books and Acquisitions
Open – Public Relations/Fundraising
Bettye Whitson – Librarian
Edna Briggs - Historian
Lanetta Scott Lyons – Newsletter Editor
James Murray – FGS Delegate
Akosua Hobert – Volunteer Chairman
Website – http://www.caags.org/☎ (323) 806-5634

https://www.google.com/search?q=buffalo+soldier

My daughter-in-law, Faalaniga, (Nina), makes a
‘mean’ southern-fried chicken. Considering she is of
Samoan heritage rather than from the American South,
it is especially good. The delicious aroma immediately
grabbed me at the front door last night, drawing me
into the kitchen. As a senior citizen I try to avoid fried
foods, but I couldn’t resist having at least one small
piece of her chicken, my favorite part being the wing.
While savoring the chicken, eventually chewing the
bones and all, I thought about my dad and his
insistence to eat “no more chicken.”
My adoptive dad, John, was called a “colored
boy,” when he was born in 1898 at Fort Douglas, a U. S.
Army base outside of Salt Lake City, Utah. His dad,
Elbert, was a career soldier with the 10th Cavalry, one of
the “Colored Regiments,” reportedly nicknamed the
“Buffalo Soldiers” for their wooly hair. After the Civil
War, these African-American mounted soldiers roamed

Neither the newsletter editor nor CAAGS guarantees publication of any submission. Submissions are due by the
third Saturday of each month.

the western territories wherever they were needed.
Dad’s older siblings were born all over the Oklahoma
Territory. Despite it rarely being mentioned in popular
history, Elbert was one of the 10th Cavalry volunteers
who literally saved the day for Teddy Roosevelt’s Rough
Riders in capturing San Juan Hill, Cuba. Elbert
commemorated that experience by naming his
newborn son that year, John Sanjuan Wooley.
That John grew up poor is something of an
understatement. Black troops on the frontier
essentially lived “off the land” with very few comforts.
It was the romantic age of cowboys, gunslingers, and
gold diggers, both black and white. Dad remained a
cowboy at heart his whole life, just as comfortable with
a four-legged animal as any two-legged man. He
maintained a loaded Winchester rifle behind his
bedroom door until the day he died. So, it was no
surprise that John and his younger brother, Morgan,
lied about their ages to officially join the Buffalo
Soldiers in 1914. They spent the next few years chasing
a revolutionary Mexican general, named Pancho Villa,
around Chihuahua, Mexico, during WWI.
After the war, Morgan bought an isolated farm
plot in rural Perris, outside of Riverside, California. John
elected to settle in Pasadena where his father had
retired and sought work in the building trades until the
1929 Crash destroyed the country’s economy.
Desperate without work, John eventually
moved in with Morgan in Perris during the Great
Depression. I remember visiting Uncle Morgan in the
mid-1940’s, so I can just imagine the state of his piece of
land a decade earlier before any improvements.
However, with John’s help, the brothers built a simple
three-room house, without running water, electricity,
or an indoor bathroom. Instead, they built a handpumped well for water from a nearby creek, burned
kerosene in lamps for light, and burned wood logs in an
iron cook stove for heat and cooking. They built a
separate outhouse for toilet needs and bathed in a
wooden tub in the kitchen area. Life experiences as
child and soldier served them well in providing
fundamental shelter and food.
They built chicken coops surrounded by chicken
wire even before the house was completed. After all,
chickens provide both eggs and meat, and compared
with other farm products, can produce food quickly
from just a handful of corn kernels. Also, chicken can be
cooked in assorted ways: It can be boiled, fried, grilled,
or baked… It can be cooked alone or mixed with
anything else available. In other words, chicken is a
basic food staple. For John and Morgan, chicken was the
only food staple they could depend on for a few years.
Breakfast, lunch, and dinner, there was always chicken.

When John could find construction work again,
he moved back to the Los Angeles area. He then made a
lifelong commitment to eat “no more chicken.” He
claimed, “I have eaten enough chicken to last a
lifetime.” Mother honored his request for no chicken,
and no lamb. (As a child, his family had slaughtered and
ate his “pet” lamb and he never got over the taste and
smell of it). So, I had no chicken growing up…turkey,
goose, duck, and rabbit were fine, but no chicken.
Maybe that’s why I can’t resist Nina’s fried chicken
today; I’ve not had enough chicken in my life.
As I write this story, I can’t help but reflect on
how important owning a piece of land was for many
Americans, deep into the 20th Century. This certainly
was true for a lot of African Americans, especially those
who retained their rural roots. They knew in their
bones that if all else failed, they could always provide
food and shelter if they had a piece of land. Vestiges of
this fundamental belief is probably the motivation
behind many African Americans buying plots of land in
some God-forsaken places across “desert-dry” Southern
California. If I could ask my dad’s opinion, I’m certain he
would agree, provided I add the caveat to eat, “no more
chicken.”
Written by Peggy Powell, published in Snapshots, Vol. 4
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

EXPERT TIPS TO PRESERVE FAMILY STORIES

For the holidays, Julie Merrill offers these tips for
drawing out interesting stories and preserving them Make and share a favorite recipe.
Nothing elicits deeply meaningful memories like a
favorite food. Try making a relative’s favorite dish and
see where the conversation takes you.
-Open an old family photo album.
An open photo album on a coffee table instantly sparks
the interest of family and friends. Elder relatives will
love sharing details about the snapshots, and children
will be fascinated by the stories of another time.
-Record. Record. Record.
Whether it’s paper and pen or video, record the stories
of family members as much as possible, especially
those from older generations. It’s surprisingly easy to
forget even the most fascinating details.
-Get the younger generation involved.
Preserving family stories isn’t just about copying down
what happened when. It’s about passing down the
family lore, sense of humor, celebrations, and more.
Tell kids stories about the family’s oldest traditions and
how they shifted over time.
-Hire an expert
AncestryProGenealogists®
Contributed by Cartellia Marie Bryant
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The NATIONAL GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY (NGS) 2022 Family
History Conference will be held May 25 – 28, 2022 in
Sacramento, CA. For information go to
http://www.conference.ngsgenealogy.org/ Also, NGS offers
two courses: African American Roots: A Historical
Perspective and Federal Land Research. For information,
go to http://www.ngsgenealogy.org/

Thanks and kudos to Shamele Jordan who conducted The
Freedmen's Bureau eXperience on November 13th.
Participants focused on a person, that person’s field office,
and the descriptive pamphlet. Participants were urged to
create a research plan using the handouts, links, and tips.

Roots Tech will occur March 3 -5, 2022. It is virtual and
free. Follow them on Facebook.

THE CAAGS GENEALOGY NOTEBOOK and the COOKBOOK
are available for a donation of $5 each. Gift them at
Christmas or to those new to genealogy.

The FamilySearch African Heritage Team helps those of
African descent discover their homeland. Opt-in at
FamilySearch African Heritage Quarterly Email Opt-In

Complete your application for the May 15–21, 2022 Salt
Lake City Trip. Then, mail your $100 deposit by January
15th.

GENEALOGY MAGAZINE
This You Tube series offers advice and tips for the
family historian. http://www.genealogymagazine.com/

Make your Amazon purchases through smile.amazon.com.
Designate CAAGS as your charity and 0.5% of eligible
purchases will go to CAAGS.

The 1950 U.S. Census will be available on April 10, 2022.
Census records from 1790 to 1940 are maintained by the
National Archives and Records Administration and
released to the general public 72 years after Census Day.

THE FUNERAL PROGRAM PROJECT accepts scanned
obituaries (both sides). Put each program in a separate file
labeled with the deceased’s name, followed by the name of
the contributor. Email to andraefrierson@gmail.com.

The public can now explore more than 1.5 million historical
newspaper images online and free of charge. The latest
machine learning experience from Library of Congress
Labs, Newspaper Navigator, allows users to search visual
content in American newspapers dating from 1789 to 1963.
https://blog.eogn.com/2020/09/16/library-of-congresslaunches-new-too

The Los Angeles FamilySearch Library has onsite hours
by appointment on Wednesdays and Saturdays from
10am – 6pm PST. Zoom hours are Tuesday through
Saturday from 10 am to 6pm PST. Call 310-474-9990
if you’re having ZOOM trouble. Closed for the
holidays Nov 24 –27 and December 22 - January 3.
Akosua Hobert and Ophelia Sanders represent CAAGS.
Also, look for online classes. Their new website is
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Los_Angeles_Family
Search_Library/Online_Consultation

Finding Your Roots with Henry Louis Gates is back with
new episodes on January 4, 2022. Check local television
listings for showings on PBS.
NEW YORK GENEALOGICAL & BIOGRAPHICAL
SOCIETY(NYG&B) is the largest and oldest genealogical
society in the state. Free resources, talks, webinars, events
are at https://www.newyorkfamilyhistory.org/

Los Angeles Public Library Genealogy Librarian Julie
Huffman informs us of The HistoryMakers Digital Archive |
Los Angeles Public Library (lapl.org). It is a database at the
library that can be accessed from home with your library
card. If you don’t have a card but live in Los Angeles, get
one at: E-Card Application | Los Angeles Public Library
(lapl.org).

The University of Virginia, like Georgetown and other
institutions, has begun a project to identify and contact
descendants of slaves who were instrumental in building
the university. Go to the University of Virginia website for
information.

The Southern California Genealogy Society offers many
learning experiences. Discover what is available at
https://www.scgsgenealogy.com/F

Texas’ records of its slave society focusing on 18
counties, 38 percent of the enslaved population of
Texas in 1860.
https://digital.sfasu.edu/digital/collection/lonestarslave
https://www.facebook.com/texasrunawayslaveproject/

A first-in-the-nation task force in California will study
reparations and make recommendations, according to
Janie Har of the Associated Press.
The Office of Historic Resources (OHR) and the Getty
Conservation Institute (GCI) have announced the
launch of a new Los Angeles African American Historic
Places Project to recognize and understand the African
American experience more fully.

Enslaved.org is building an open-source architecture to
discover, connect and visualize 600,000 people records
and 5 million data points for peoples of the historical
slave trade. Explore or reconstruct the lives of those
enslaved, owned slaves or those who participated in trade.
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FOREVER REMEMBERED
CARL BEAN
May 26, 1944 – September 7, 2021
He was the founding prelate of the Unity Fellowship
Church Movement, a liberal protestant denomination.
Openly gay, he was a Motown and disco singer, and an
activist. He released the song “I Was Born This Way in
1977, the inspiration for Lady Gaga’s “Born This Way.”
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Carl

2022 CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Because of COVID-19, check online for latest information
March 3 – 5, 2022
Roots Tech (free, virtual)
World’s Largest Family History Conference
https://www.rootstech.org/?lang=eng

GLEN FORD
November 5, 1949 – July 28, 2021
Born Glen Rutherford, he was an American journalist
who co-founded Black Agenda Report. He was the Capitol
Hill, State Department and White House correspondent
for the Mutual Black Network.
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Glen_Ford_(journalist)

May 15–21, 2022
Salt Lake City Research Trip
cdeverge@aol.com
May 24-28, 2022
National Genealogical Society
family history conference, Sacramento, CA
www.ngsgenealogy.org

Anthony Johnson
February 1, 1966 - September 6, 2021
Sometimes credited as A. J. Johnson, he was an
American actor and comedian best known for his role
as "Ezal" in the 1995 comedy film Friday.
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Anthony_Johnson_(actor)

July 12-14, 2022
Midwest African American Genealogy Institute
(MAAGI) Conference; Allen County Public Library
Ft. Wayne, IN; http://www.maagiinstitute.org/

JOVITA MOORE
October 4, 1967 – October 28, 2021
An American television news anchor who worked
for WSB-TV in Atlanta, Georgia, she earned a bachelor’s
degree from Bennington College, a Masters' degree
from Columbia University, and interned at the New
York Times.
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jovita_Moore

August 19 & 20, 2022
Southern California Genealogical Society
2022 Jamboree Extension Series Webinars
August 26 & 27, 2022
Southern California Genealogical Society
“Preserving Your Family Tales”
https://www.scgsgenealogy.com
ONGOING
CAAGS Board Meeting (monthly, 3rd Thursday)
December 16, 2022; 7p.m. on Zoom
CAAGS General Membership Meeting
December 18, 2022, via Zoom, details to follow
(monthly, 3rd Saturday)
LDS Church of Jesus Christ (when in person)
10623 South San Pedro; Los Angeles, CA 90003
Writers Group (no in-person meetings, information to
Follow (monthly, 2nd Saturday)
10a.m.– noon, A.C. Bilbrew Library
150 East El Segundo Blvd; Los Angeles, CA

CARL EDWQRD THOMPSON JR.
July 12, 1968 – August 9, 2021
“Chucky” Thompson was a member of Bad Boy
Entertainment’s team of in-house producers during the
1990s, he worked with Sean Combs on material for
artists such as Mary Blige, The Notorious B.I.G. and
Faith Evans.
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chucky_Thompson

----------------------------------------------------------------------------CAAGS FINANCIAL SUMMARY

The calendar is subject to change without notice.
Please check our website for current information.
http://www.caags.org/☎ (323) 806-5634

Month Ending October 31, 2021

BEGINNING BALANCE...…..……........................................$10,416.96
INCOME………………………….......................................................275.00
DISBURSEMENTS………………………..…….….……………..….......1,000.00
DESIGNATED FUNDS…………………………………………….........….131.22
ENDING BALANCE…………………………….….……..................$ 9,691.96
Shirley Hurt, Treasurer

To Unsubscribe contact ljslyons@gmail.com
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